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Covid-19 News

e Planned vaccination is creating a bigger crack in the already fractured coalition of 2014

coup leader — Prayut Chan-o-cha.

« Bhumjai Thai party, the coalition’s 2™ largest partner in the incumbent coalition,
has seen its ‘Spokesman’ - Paradorn Prissanananthakul, came out to criticize the

working of Prayut on his social media page late last night.
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% In his Facebook he questioned the way Prayut was handling the situation and
talked about how badly the situation was being handled by “Lung” (Uncle).
Although he did not mention Prayut or Lung Tu (Prayut’s nickname), the fact that

he used Lung (uncle) is a clear indication of who he meant.



¢ In an early morning (today) interview with a TV station, Paradorn came out to

stress what he meant and insists that he is on the right track.

% He said: (direct quote)
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Says that Moo Promp is not a fully functional application

As far as | remember on May 15™ there was an announcement that all
could register but a bulk of the people are unable to register.

There is a problem with the ability of people to get the vaccines.

The aim is to have heard immunity and that can help open the country to
business.

There are other ways that can help in vaccination and all ways should be
used.

Walk-in is another way to do it.
v' PM says that it is a ‘On Site Registration” and not ‘Walk-in’
v lItis a way to help people get vaccines
At the moment is CCSA that is in-charge of all things happening in-

regards to the health-related issues and PM is at the head of the table.

v' Therefore, it is all the decision of the PM in handling this issue.

The move by Bhumjai Thai party’s Paradorn came after Prayut announced that there

would be no ‘Walk-in’ vaccines available.

Public Health Minister Anutin Charnvirakul yesterday announced the government’s goal
of administering the 1% shot of a coronavirus vaccine to 70 per cent of its population by
September as it seeks to provide protection for more people faster amid escalation of the

outbreak so far.

% He reassured the public there would be no need to reserve a 2" shot as there

would be doses available.



The number of people registering for vaccines under the government’s vaccination plans
has continued to see a steady increase in the number of people registering with the more
than 7.3 million people having been registered so far.
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% As of yesterday, more than 2.44 million doses have been administered
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out of this 64,739 is 1% dose, 39,911 is the 2" dose

Thailand is on the tail end of ASEAN members among the nations that have inoculated
their citizens. Even worse than Cambodia (#2 in Asean). Singapore (#1), Indonesia (#3),
Laos (#4), Malaysia (#5) and Myanmar (#6)
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Movie stars are now facing a backlash as they try to use these movie stars to promote the

use of SinoVac in an effort to entice people to vaccinate with SinoVac.
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%+ Many social media are questioning why and how these people who are young are
getting vaccinated ahead of those who are 60+ years of age and are suffering from
many diseases.

» Many of these movie stars have opted to promote the use of SinoVac
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A list of movie stars that have been promoting the use of SinoVac came out on

social media



Amid all this Thailand today reported

% Total New Infection - 2,636
» Community infection - 1,965
» Infection among inmates - 671

% Total new death - 25

% Total new recovery - 2,268

%+ Total infections yet to recover - 49,210
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Deputy Prime Minister Prawit Wongsuwan, the man famous for his ‘borrowing’ of

watches from his dead friends, came out to say that:

R

¢ “Even for vaccines we have arranged 150 million vaccines for the people”.

» The key to the 150 million doses of vaccine and answering of question
was ‘WHEN”’.

Meanwhile the Japanese government said it will bar the entry of all foreign travellers who
have visited Thailand and 6 other countries in an effort to curb the spread of the

coronavirus.



% The measure will be effective from Friday. The 6 are Cambodia, Sri Lanka, the
Seychelles, Saint Lucia, East Timor and Mongolia, bringing the number of
countries and regions under such restrictions to 159. Foreign travellers who have
been to those areas within 14 days of arrival will not be allowed to enter Japan
except under special circumstances. Japanese nationals are not subject to the

measure.

Economic News

e Creditors of Thai Airways International Plc (THAI) approved the airline’s business

reorganizational plan, THAI announced following the creditors’ meeting.

¢ The plan, including 3 amendments added in consultation with the creditors, now

needs final approval by the Central Bankruptcy Court on May 28.

% Twenty-eight groups out of 36 major creditors voted to accept 3 of the Thai
Airways’ debt restructuring plans, said the airline’s acting President Chansin

Treenuchagron.

¢+ The approved restructuring plans were from the airline, Bangkok Bank, and the

Federation of Savings and Credit Cooperatives of Thailand.

% Creditors have requested for a condition that Thai Airways will operate under
government support as before entering the rehabilitation process, including other

benefits to operate related businesses.
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% The airline also appointed 5 new administrators of the rehabilitation plan
including Piyasvasti Amranand, Pornchai Thirawet, Chansin Treenuchagron, Siri

Jirapongphan, and Kraisorn Barameeauychai.
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THAI shares closed up 29.69 per cent to the ceiling price of 3.32 baht on its last
day of trading on Monday. At present, it is on a trading suspension list amid

possible delisting due to negative equity.

e The Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB) has

announced support for the cabinet’s approval for an additional 700 billion baht loan that

will go to funding public health safety, social and economic revitalisation.
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Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) chairman Supant Mongkolsuthree said the
JSCCIB voiced full backing for the borrowing plan but there needs to be

transparent and free of corruption on the government’s spending.

Payong Srivanich, chairman of the Thai Bankers’ Association (TBA), said
Thailand’s public debt-to-GDP ceiling allowed flexibility for such an additional
borrowing under the current situation like other governments around the world to
stimulate economies. Moreover, the government intends to use an additional loan
to revive the economy. The JSCCIB has set up a sub-committee to consider Thai
public debts. The committee will seek a meeting and present its opinions to the

government soon.

In addition, Supant called for the government to accelerate economic stimulus
measures to boost purchasing power in a wider scale, especially the half-half co-
payment scheme. He urged the government to bring forward the roll out of the co-

payment scheme to June, instead July according to the original schedule.

Moreover, the FTI chairman proposed the government to increase the handouts in
the scheme from 3,000 to 6,000 baht as this will help generate 180 billion baht

into the country’s economy from 90 billion baht.

The FTI also urged the government to offer a tax deduction for individual
taxpayers of up to 30,000-50,000 baht per person when purchasing goods or

services to boost consumption.



¢+ Supant said by raising the amount of cash handouts in the co-payment and “shop
dee mee khuen” schemes will create capital of at least 200-300 billion baht in the

economy, estimated to help boost this year’s GDP by 2 per cent or more.

The Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB)’s meeting
yesterday adjusted its estimate of the gross domestic product growth this year to a range

of 0.5-2 per cent, down from the earlier estimate of 1.5-3 per cent.

%+ The cut in its economic growth projection is due to the severe fallout from the

latest Covid-19 pandemic beyond expected, says the private body.

» “The Thai economy is facing significant risks from the latest Covid-19
widespread infections which has impacted public spending, even though
global economic recovery is set to benefit exports,” said Federation of

Thai Industries (FT1) chairman Supant Mongkolsuthree.

%+ Supant warned that from now until the 4" quarter it will be a difficult time for the
private sector if the outbreak is still uncontrollable.
% The JSCCIB, however, revised up its 2021 exports outlook to grow 5-7 per cent

from 4-6 per cent.

%+ The JSCCIB urged the government to launch economic stimulus quickly in June

to mitigate household burdens, especially for those working in the tourism sector.

NSL Foods (NSL) shares closed the first trading day on Wednesday above the IPO price
by 1.70 baht, or 14.17 per cent from the specified IPO price of 12 baht per share with a
trading value of 4,060.99 million baht. For continuity of investment, the broker gives a
target price of 15.70 baht.



+«» When the market opened, the share price was 14.60 baht above the reservation
21.67 per cent from the IPO price of 12 baht during the day. The stock rose to the
highest at 15.80 baht, the lowest at 13.70 baht, and when the market closed, the
stock price was 13.70, an increase of 1.70 baht or 14.17 per cent, the transaction

value was 4,060.99 million baht.

e On the global news the crypto market was on a tailspin over the past few hours with the

sector wiping out more than $600 billion in value.

% Many reasons were cited among them was the various tweets by the promoters of
crypto currency and also Chinese government coming out to say that they would
not accept such things and that it was looking at launching its own digital

currency to tackle the crypto currencies in the market.

% The bellwether of the crypto currency — BitCoin saw wild fluctuations with the

o
A5

price of the once ‘more valuable than gold’ BitCoin falling to near $30,000 per

unit before recovering to trade about 10 per cent down.

Bitcoin's Wild Ride
Cryptocurrency rebounds from plunge
M XBT-USD Cross Rate M Close on 05/18 ---- 43294.35

20:00 04:00 08:00 16:00
19 May 2021
Source: Bloomberg Bloomberg @




Political News

e While Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha has voiced his backing for the draft of an

executive decree authorising the government to borrow an additional 700 billion baht, the

draft loan decree has come under heavy fire from several parties including Chadchart

Sittipunt, a former transport minister.
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On his Facebook, the former transport minister and Bangkok governor candidate
said the Finance Ministry’s push to borrow an additional 700 billion baht after the
government has almost completely used up the 1-trillion-baht loan under the

decree issued last year to fight the outbreak.

However, Chadchart said he was puzzled by state projects funded by the 1-
trillion-baht loans, most of which are irrelevant to the Covid-19 crisis, as revealed
by the state planning agency National Economic and Social Development Council
(NESDC). He urged the public to check out such projects on the NESDC website
http://thaime.nesdc.go.th/thaime-approved.

According to the NESDC data, Chadchart said more than 797.667 billion baht
which has already been spent to fund 257 Covid-19 relief and economic

stimulation projects, some projects are not related to Covid.

» Chadchart cited projects like a project to create barricades to prevent fire
and create income to locals worth 246 million baht; a project to educate
locals about wildlife animals worth 741 million baht; the 10.62 billion
baht for the “1 Tambon 1 University” scheme, the 13.904 billion baht for

promotion of innovation on farming scheme, etc.


http://thaime.nesdc.go.th/thaime-approved

% Chadchart called on the government to allow a mechanism for checks and
balances to Covid-19 relief budgets in fear of a possible budget fiasco and the
prevalence of graft. He said he is hoping that the government takes into account
of worthiness of its spending on certain projects because in the end Thai citizens
who are paying back government loans.
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Meanwhile, Watana Muangsook, now a core member of the Thai Sang Thai Party (Build
Thailand, announced on his Facebook that he had written an open letter to Gen Prayut as
a Thai citizen who cares about the country like Gen Prayut and other Thais, not as a

member of the opposition Pheu Thai Party because he had left Pheu Thai long time ago.

R

% Watana voiced grave concern for economic woes as he is not confident in
Thailand’s financial status. Watana forwarded a number of proposals for the
government to consider including the acceleration of vaccination plan to all Thais
to create herd immunity and restore confidence for the tourism industry and the
liberalisation of vaccine imports by the private sector to help speed up creating

herd immunity.



Suriya Sitthijirawattanakul, mother of Panasaya “Rung” Sitthijirawattanakul, key leader

of the Ratsadon protest group, received a summons for her to report to Chana Songkhram

police station yesterday, according to the Ratsadon Group’s Facebook page.
% The page said Suriya was summoned by police for violating a coronavirus
emergency decree and the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA)’s ban
order after joining a rally against detention of pro-democracy activists outside
the Supreme Court in Bangkok. The group decried the police’s summons
considered as unfair of Suriya who is fighting for her daughter. The group also
claimed that the rally followed strict social distancing and Covid-19 restriction
measures while some royalist group was allowed to carry out a rally of more than

20 people without any social distancing rules being observed.

% Piyarat “Toto” Chongthep, leader of the We Volunteer (WeVo) guards for the
pro-democracy protests, posted a picture of a summons for violation of the lese

majete law (Section 112) and computer crime law.

% Piyarat said he was puzzled by the new summons.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha’s lawyer has filed a report with the police against
Suthipongse ‘Heart” Thatphithakkul under the lese majeste law and the Computer Crime
Act.

% Suthipongse, a former singer and TV host, is one among many charged for

speaking out against the government’s vaccine policy.

¢ Suthipongse’s case was reported on 13 May at Nang Loeng Police Station,
together with evidence of his Facebook post criticizing the government’s Covid-
19vaccine policy.



>

Apiwat Kantong, the Prime Minister’s lawyer, said that the term “boss” might
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refer to the monarchy and even if it was copied from someone else it might still

constitute disinformation and lese majeste.

* In a separate Facebook post, Suthipongse asked the government to drop the
charges because he ran out of money to hire lawyers. Suthipongse also said that
he was not interested in entering politics and the government may even get his

help if it talks to him nicely.

General News

e The Civil Court of Southern Bangkok vyesterday ruled in favour of Arunporn
Wangsantiporn, 83-year-old owner of Krungthai Audio, in an embezzlement case

involving a bank employee who stole more than 13 million baht from Arunporn in 2017.

¢+ The case was submitted to the court after the bank in question agreed to return 10
million baht (out of the 13.6 million baht) to Arunporn and told her to fight in the

courts for remaining 3.6 million baht herself.
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% Arunporn then filed a complaint for the remaining stolen sum with Crime
Suppression Division (CSD) police on November 28, 2019 and the case was sent

to the court.
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% The court ordered the bank to return to Arunporn 3.6 million baht with an interest
rate of 7.5 per cent per annum, starting from September 7, 2020 when the case

went to trial.

Political News Headlines in Thai Media




The opposition on Wednesday questioned the coherence of government policy over
planned walk-in vaccine centres, after Prime Minister Prayut Chan-ocha said he was
opposing the project due to supply concerns.

o Link- https://www.thaienguirer.com/27683/opposition-demands-more-clarity-after-
prayut-calls-to-postpone-walk-in-vaccine-centres/

Thailand reported more than 3,300 coronavirus cases on Wednesday following the
discovery of nearly 1,500 cases in prisons in the past 24 hours.

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/27688/3300-new-covid-cases-found-nearly-half-
in-prisons/

Israel will compensate the families of Thai workers hit by a missile strike on Tuesday
that killed two and injured eight, said Labour Minister Suchart Chomklin on Wednesday.

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40001059

The seizure of 2.4-billion-baht worth of methamphetamine in shipments from Thailand to
Australia has been linked to Chinese-Australian “drug kingpin™ Lee Chung Chak, the
Narcotics Suppression Bureau (NSB) revealed, while a joint investigation between Thai
and Australian police continues.

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2118443/aussie-drug-haul-link-
to-hk-kingpin

Economic News Headlines in Thai Media

Thai Airways International’s (THAI) creditors approved Wednesday the airline’s debt
rehabilitation plans after postponing a week ago, and ahead of the submission to the
Central Bankruptcy Court planned for May 28.

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/27694/thai-airways-creditors-approve-debt-
restructuring-plans/

The Ministry of Finance welcomed the latest 700-billion-baht loan to the government,
saying the previous emergency loan is running out and the economy needs reviving, local
news reported on Wednesday.

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/27692/finance-ministry-welcomes-700-bn-
government-loan/
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Thailand’s private sector cut the country’s economic growth projection on Wednesday
due to the severe fallout from the latest Covid-19 pandemic beyond expected, pinning
hopes on the mass inoculation programme.

o Link-  https://www.thaienquirer.com/27685/business-group-cuts-economic-growth-
projection-amid-third-covid-wave/

Shares of NSL Foods (NSL), a bakery and snack distributor, were up more than 20 per
cent from its initial public offering (IPO) price of 12 baht on its debut in the stock market
on Wednesday, after the company posted strong earnings growth the night before.

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/27680/snack-producer-nsl-soars-on-stock-debut/

The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) Index closed at 1,562.24 on Wednesday, down
4.56 points or 0.29 per cent. Total transactions amounted to THB83.53 billion with an
index high of 1,570.05 and a low of 1,557.83.

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/40001062

Coca Siam Square, once a cool place for youngsters in the old days, now closed down for
good, but customers can still tuck into the legendary suki dishes at other outlets.

o Link- https://www.thaipbsworld.com/curtain-closes-on-the-legendary-sukivyaki-
restaurant-in-bangkoks-siam-square/

Aeon Mall Co, a developer of shopping malls under major Japanese retailer Aeon Co, has
postponed construction of a mall being planned in Myanmar's largest city Yangon,
according to a source familiar with the project.

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2118383/aeon-postpones-yangon-
shopping-mall-construction-after-coup

The Thai financial system has become more vulnerable due to negative shocks from the
latest coronavirus outbreak and there remained significant risks to the economy, the
minutes of the central bank's last meeting showed on Wednesday.

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2118251/financial-system-more-
vulnerable-after-return-of-virus-bot-minutes

The Thai Credit Guarantee Corporation (TCG) recorded a low number of requests for its
soft loan guarantee, totalling only 6.5 billion baht out of its earmarked 100 billion.
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o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2117963/slow-uptake-of-b6-5bn-in-
bot-soft-loan-scheme

e Employees under Section 33 of the Social Security Act and people living in nine
provinces considered important economic areas of the country will be given priority in
the vaccination drive against Covid-19, Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha says.

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2118415/s33-workers-get-jab-
first

e More than 100 victims of a pyramid scheme allegedly hatched by high-profile
businessman Prasit Jeawkok yesterday demanded his assets be seized.

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2118439/scam-victims-
demand-cib-grab-assets

Issues to be watched out for

» March 31-June 30, 2021 — The deadline extension to file personal income taxes for the
2020 tax year.

» May, 2021 — The 66" Bangkok Gems & Jewelry Fair (BGJF) Virtual Trade Fair is set to
be held.

» May, 2021 — The new parliament house will be officially inaugurated.

» May 22, 2021 — the parliament convenes for an extraordinary parliamentary meeting.

» May 31-July 2, 2011 —Parliamentarians are expected to debate the 1st reading of a budget
bill for the year 2022 fiscal year.

» June, 2021 — Siam Bioscience to start mass production plan of Covid-19 vaccines.
> June, 2021 — 6,174 private firms including around 1 million employees said they want the
vaccine distribution provided by the private sector in addition to the government’s plan to

inoculate factory workers.

» June, 2021 — Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC)’s debt holiday
is due to expire.
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» June, 2021 — Thai Airways expects the bankruptcy court to hold hearings to consider and
approve the plan and also appoint an administrator.

» June 9-11, 2011 — The 2022 budget appropriation bill is expected to be tabled for
parliament deliberations.

> July, 2021 — TMB-Thanachart Bank (TMB-TBank) expects to complete the integration of
the 2 financial entities.

» July 1, 2021 — Vaccinated tourists can visit Phuket without undergoing mandatory
quarantine.

» July 27, 2021 — The Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases scheduled for a
hearing in a lawsuit filed by BTS Group Holdings against the governor of the Mass Rapid
Transit Authority of Thailand (MRTA) for illegally amending the bidding terms and
cancelling bidding for the construction of the western extension of the Orange Line.

» September 1, 2021 — The government will collect value-added tax from Netflix, Youtube,
Google, Facebook as well as other e-commerce services.

» October, 2021 — Bangkok governor election is set to be held.

» October 1, 2021 — The quarantine measure will be lifted in Krabi, Phang Nga, Pattaya and
Chiang Mai.

Key Data

SET Index 1,562.24 -4.56

e Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming ipo set.html

Global Commodities

> Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/

» Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/

» Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND

Global Equity Market’s Movements
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http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND

> Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/

Asian Equity Markets Movement

> Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/

Information on May 19, 2021

Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management

Stock Code Volume Value Action
AlE 19,100,000 1.2 Sale
AlE 4,200,000 1.2 Sale
APP 100,000 3.78 Purchase
19.100.000
Al 1.2 Sale
Revoked by
Reporter
4-100;000
Al 1.2 Sale
Revoked by
Reporter
AS 100,000 11.2 Sale
AS 61,140 8.97 Sale
AS 50,000 12.9 Sale
AS 19,371 8.87 Sale
CPL 2,694,982 - Transfer
CPL 3,042,159 - Transfer
EP 400,000 5 Purchase
EA 100,000 58 Purchase
FSMART 4.000 7.6 Purchase
FSMART 4.000 7.6 Purchase
SUTHA 10,000 5.1 Sale
IP 2,800,000 22.8 Sale
L&E 20,000 2.06 Purchase
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L&E 5,000 2.08 Purchase
MODERN 1,200 3.36 Purchase
NDR 100,000 3.2 Purchase
PROEN 139,000 6.75 Sale
PROEN 165,500 6.5 Sale
SABUY 50,000 5.9 Sale
SABUY 125,000 6.6 Sale
SABUY 25,000 4.5 Sale
SABUY 100,000 3.1 Purchase
COLOR 58,200 1.95 Purchase
SELIC 450,032 2.85 Sale
SK 307,800 1.33 Sale
STGT 19,300 48.84 Sale
STGT 22,500 49.02 Sale
STI 75,300 7.98 Purchase
SCM 100,000 5.3 Purchase
TMILL 11,000 3.64 Purchase
TFG 1,472,400 4.93 Purchase
TFG 2,786,100 4.86 Purchase
TPS 5,600,000 2.26 Transfer
TSR 10,000 4.6 Sale
TSR 20,000 4.56 Sale
TSR 20,000 4,52 Sale
TISCO 500 79.65 Purchase
TISCO 200 87.5 Purchase
WINNER 50,000 2.88 Purchase

XD, XE or XM or other notifications

For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on
http://www.set.or.th/set/calendarofevents.do

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand

Daily as of 19 May 2021
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type Buy Sell Net

Value % Value % Value %
Local Institutions 6,385.67 7.64 4,785.07 5.73 1,600.59 -
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Proprietary 6,787.32 8.13 7,279.99 8.72 -492.67 -
Trading
Foreign Investors  28,494.33 34.11  30,889.19 36.98 -2,39486 -

Local Individuals 41,866.30 50.12  40,579.36 48.58  1,286.94 -
Monthly Cumulative between 1 - 19 May 2021

Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type Buy Sell Net
Value % Value % Value %
Local Institutions 67,597.43 5.8 74,980.01 6.44 -7,382.57 -
Proprietary 99,837.30 8.57 103,786.00 8.91 -3,948.71 -
Trading

Foreign Investors 416,098.26  35.71  439,866.35 37.75  -23,768.09 -
Local Individuals 581,541.55  49.91  546,442.18 46.9 35,099.37 -

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan - 19 May 2021

Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type Buy Sell Net
Value % Value % Value %
Local Institutions 613,794.28  7.26 658,175.44  7.78 -44,381.16 -
Proprietary 868,038.75  10.27  868,508.39  10.27  -469.64 -
Trading

Foreign Investors 2,974,509.61 35.18  3,031,306.23 35.85  -56,796.62 -
Local Individuals 3,998,755.77 47.29  3,897,108.35 46.09  101,647.42 -

Total Trading Value 83,533.62 Million Baht

Background Information —

The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the
Election Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019

e https://mwww.ect.go.th/ect th/news all.php?cid=24

e List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect th/download/article/article 20190508184334.pdf

Information provided here is copyright of ThaiNews Corp and no part maybe reproduced in any form without

the prior written permission. The opinions expressed are only those of the writer’s and is analysed based on the
situation.
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