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Political News


Some cracks inside the Phalang Pracharat Party (PPRP) emerged over the weekend with
reports of an attempt to boot out Finance Minister Uttama Savanayana and Energy
Minister Sontirat Sontijirawong from the party leadership. The news was reported by
Nation Group’s vernacular language media outlet – Krungthep Thurakij.
(One has to remember that Nation Group is owned by family that is very well
connected to this government.)
Sadf
 There has also been an attempt from inside the party to replace Mr Uttama with
Gen. Prawit Wongsuwan, the PPRP’s chief strategist, as new party leader and Mr
Sontirat with Santi Prompat as the party secretary general.
 It is said that a group--- comprising government chief whip Wirat Rattanaset, key
figures Anucha Nakhasai and Naruemon Pinyosinwat---is behind the push for an
overhaul of the PPRP’s executives for quite some time as well as a reshuffle of
the Cabinet in June. The group is said to lobby for departure of several PPRP
executives.
 The group is also seeking to push for Gen Prawit to take over as the interior
minister, Mr Santi as the finance minister, Ms Naruemon as deputy finance
minister, Nataphol Teepsuwan as the energy minister, Mr Anucha as the
education minister while Suchart Chomklin as the Minister of Higher Education,
Science, Research and Innovation.

 https://www.bangkokbiznews.com/news/detail/877944?utm_source=categ
ory&utm_medium=internal_referral




The Centre for Covid-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) will discuss preparations for
the relaxation of lockdown restrictions today (April 27) to decide whether to extend the
current of state of emergency which is due to expire on April 30.
 Earlier, National Security Council (NSC) secretary-general Somsak Roongsita
said an NSC meeting last week agreed that enforcement of the decree should be
extended since the pandemic has not yet been brought under complete control.

 Meanwhile, the Public Health Ministry Anutin Charnvirakul is said to plan to
propose the CCSA to relax some lockdown restrictions in some areas and
provinces given a trend of a reduced number of COVID-19 in the country.
 Anutin, said the Ministry takes cautious steps to ease lockdowns depending on the
number of cases in each province or whether it is in red, orange and green
coronavirus zones.
 Mr Anutin will also propose to Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha to ban foreign
nationals from entering the country after 42 migrant workers in Songkhla have
been infected with Covid-19, among new infections reported by the government
on April 25. Among the 42 were from Myanmar (34), Vietnam (3), Malaysia (2),
Yemen (1), Cambodia (1) and India (1). The infections were discovered during
active case finding. The Public Health Minister said Thailand must not allow
imported cases to derail the current disease control measures once it has managed
to reduce and slow the spread of the virus.


Phipat Ratchakitprakarn, the minister of tourism & sports, who is under the Bhumjai Thai
party which controls the sports & tourism ministry came out to say that
 They want to open some of the sports things
 They will have stages


Open or outdoor sports such as running, walking, bicycling and
others to be opened up but no competition yet
This is to start on May 1st



Golf etc. that are open will be opened in the 2nd stage
This would be on May 15th



3rd stage will be indoor that would be without air-cons such as
badminton, swimming pool, bowling etc. venues with really high
ceiling
This would be on June 1st





4th stage will be football, boxing etc



The last stage would be full opening up of everything

Meanwhile University students take their protest online during the COVID-19 lockdown.
 The Student Union of Thailand is staging a demonstration against the Prayut
Chan-o-cha government online with the hashtag #MobFromHome campaign,
demanding students to join a political rally for political freedom.
 Meanwhile, the Coalition of Bangkok University Students (C BUS) put up
Facebook post telling senators that it is studying the advantages of having
senators. The group raised questions of why Thailand has to have senators.
 Appointed senator Seree Suwanpanont immediately came out to slam student
activists who criticised senators for being a waste of taxpayers’ money.
 Mr Seree fired back at the group, saying that senators carry out duties according
to the constitution. He told university students to recognise their role as students,
not trying to bringing down senators or the government. He told them not to copy
student activists in the period between 1973 and 1976 when the country had
legitimate governments. He warned the group not to fall as a political tool of the
Opposition. The appointed senator told students to go back to study because the
country is free from corruption under the Prayut era.



Former senator Ruangkrai Leekitwattana announced his plan to petition the National
Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) today (April 27) to look into whether Prime
Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha has violated the Constitution in the wake of the latter’s

decision to send letters to the country’s multi-billionaires, asking them to help people
affected by the coronavirus crisis.
 Mr Ruangkrai said he plans to ask the NACC to forward his petition to the
Supreme Court’s Criminal Division for Political Office Holders asking it to
consider whether Gen Prayut committed a serious disciplinary violation under the
constitution.
 For example, Mr Ruangkrai said some of the 20 business moguls own companies
which are state contractual partners or concessionaires which could pose potential
conflict of interest.
 The ex-senator also cited Gen Prayut’s pledge to assist the billionaires in return
for their favour when he openly offered to help billionaire Keeree Kanjanapas,
chairman of BTS Group Holdings when the latter run into problems. Gen Prayut
is quoted by the media as saying, “when you have a problem, I will hurry fix your
problem.


The opposition Pheu Thai Party is seeking public support for its push for the opening of a
special House session to deliberate on 1.9-trillion-baht spending to shore up the economy
backed by 3 executive decrees.
 Sudarat Keyuraphan cited the need for the House to convene a special session to
deliberate the 1.9 trillion baht loan bill and the Opposition’s plea for the
government for a swift cut to fiscal 2020-2021 budgets. Ms Sudarat raised
concerns that the borrowing would add to the public debt burden.
 She said the Opposition currently has 213 votes of MPs, it needs another 33 votes
as the charter allows 246 votes from both houses in support of the opening of a
special session. She believes some government MPs agreed with the Opposition
but did not dare to go against their parties’ resolution. She called for the public to
come out to voice support for the opposition’s plea.

 Government chief whip Wirat Rattanaset said government whips will meet today
(April 27) to discuss the opposition’s proposal for a special House session to
debate financial aid for people affected by the coronavirus pandemic.
 However, he itself should not convene at the moment as efforts are being made to
flatten the infection curve which are largely paying off. A House meeting will
draw a large gathering of MPs which could lead to a resurgence in infections.

Economic News


There was a spike in suicide rates in Thailand driven by unprecedented economic impacts
of the COVID-19 pandemic, according to a research by a group called “Khon Jon
Muang” [the urban poor] project comprising academics from Chiang Mai,
Chulalongkorn, Thammasat, Thaksin, Khon Kaen and Burapha universities.
 The research paper---supported by the Office of the Committee for the Promotion
of Science, Research and Innovations---said there were 38 suicide attempts during
April 1-21, resulting in 28 deaths, based on media reports published during the
first 3 weeks of April.
 The research said the lockdown which has been somewhat successful in slowing
the rate of new COVID-19 infections and deaths but it has had devastating effects
on the economy.
 The group accused the government for not being well-prepared and slow to come
up with remedial measures to cushion the impacts on the people, especially
ordinary workers, freelancers and the urban poor, who were caught unawares,

blaming the muddled up 5,0000-baht cash handouts for driving some people to
kill themselves.
 Yutthaporn Issarachai, a political scientist at Sukhothai Thammathirat Open
University, pointed that upon Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha’s move to send
open letters to seek billionaires’ advice on economic revival, the government
should not pin its hopes on this group of people alone but must listen to opinions
from all sides, especially civil society groups and the public. He suggested the
government to ease lockdown restrictions in low-risk areas to allow some
businesses to resume and find ways to stimulate the economy as quickly as
possible.



Former elected senator and 2 former ministers came out to oppose Thailand’s joining the
highly controversial Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP).
 Former Bangkok senator Rosana Tositrakul, ex-deputy Agriculture and
Cooperatives Minister Wiwat Salyakamthorn and former public health minister
Mongkol na Songkhla have united against the economic cabinet’s plan to join the
CPTPP, citing that the move would only benefit companies but destroy food
security.

 Incumbent Deputy Agriculture Minister Mananya Thaiset also called on the
economic cabinet’s team to reconsider the move, citing her concern that the freetrade pact will put farmers at a significant disadvantage.
 Mr Mongkol said the move will affect farmers as they will not be able to keep
seeds for planting in the next season and have to go to buy every time. If they
collect seeds, they will be arrested by the authorities for breaking the law. Mr
Rosana voiced a similar concern, saying that this free-trade pact would strengthen
agro giants’ monopoly on seeds, making them more expensive for farmers.
 The CPTPP is a free trade agreement (FTA) between Australia, Brunei
Darussalam, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Peru, New Zealand,
Singapore and Vietnam.
 Deputy Prime Minister Somkid Jatusripitak has tried to push Thailand to join this
agreement during the past 6-7 years. The matter will be proposed to the Cabinet
on April 28.


The Finance Ministry is set to pay 5,000 baht in aid money per month for 3 months to 1.5
million people qualified under the 5,000-baht cash handout scheme on April 28. So far,
some 4.9 million people across the country have received the state subsidy, said
Thanakorn Wangboonkongchana, secretary to the finance minister.
 The ministry currently pays the 5,000-baht cash giveaway to 200,000-300,000
recipients per day on average. The ministry plans to transfer the money to 1.5
million qualified recipients today and tomorrow (April 27 and 28), according to
Lavaron Sangsnit, director-general of the Fiscal Policy Office.
 In addition, the Ministry is seeking a lifeline for the 2 million disabled and
underprivileged people affected by the coronavirus outbreak.

 Disabled lottery vendors and masseuses have been included by the Finance
Ministry in the monthly 5,000-baht cash handout.
 Meanwhile, the Agriculture and Cooperatives Ministry is set to seek cabinet
approval for the 15,000-baht cash giveaway to farmers who registered with the
ministry on April 28. A total of 1.8 million rubber growers, 1.43 million farmers
with legitimate title deeds and 407,000 farmers without legitimate title deeds are
qualified for the cash giveaway, according to the ministry’s database of registered
farmers.


The Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand (CAAT) announced decision to extend its
inbound flight ban for another 15 days to curb a possible rapid increase of Covid-19
infections as over 1,000 Thais are scheduled to return to the country this week.
 The current ban which will end on April 30 is now extended. It will be the 4th
time in a series of temporary aviation closures which began on April 4.
 “We may need to further disallow passenger aircraft from entering
Thailand, but a final say will be given by the Public Health Ministry,”
CAAT chief Chula Sukmanop said.



Reports have come out that a group of liquor companies and operators of pubs and bars
plan to submit a letter through the Interior Ministry’s Damrong Tham Centre today (April
27), asking the government to relax the ban on alcohol sales like it allows food delivery
or restaurants to sell takeaway food.
 The group said the ban on alcohol sales take away consumers’ rights and affect
businesses and the employment of more than 100,000 people in the liquor and
other related-industries.



SET-listed Jay Mart Plc (JMART) announced its board of directors’ resolution to approve
the joint venture of J Fintech Co., Ltd. (JMART’s subsidiary) with KB Kookmin Card
Co., Ltd. (KB), a subsidiary of Korean’s leading financial business group KB Financial
Group and the capital increase of J Fintech by issuing all newly issued shares totalling
55,631,431 shares, accounting for a 50.99% stake.
 Under the new business restructuring, KB will be able to ramp up its presence
in the personal loan market in Thailand like KTC, AEONTS, SAWAD and
MTC.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------General News



AirAsia has launched has announced personal protective equipment (PPE) to protect its
frontline cabin crews as the airline prepares to resume flights in the COVID-19 era.
 AirAsia Philippines vice-chair and majority stakeholder Sheila Romero said
AirAsia will require its cabin crew to wear the PPEs in all its domestic and
international flights. With a “safety always” policy, all crew members of AirAsia
Philippines can now travel while being assured of their health.
 Thai AirAsia is set to resume domestic flights on May 1 after the airlines
suspended operations due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic for 1 month.
 The routes to be resumed include Don Mueang to Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Khon
Kaen, Udon Thani, Ubon Ratchathani, Nakhon Panom, Roi Et, Nakhon Si
Thammarat, Trang, Hat Yai, Surat Thani, as well as cross-region connection of
Chiang Mai - Hat Yai.



Budget carrier Nok Air came under fire from netizens for failing to conform with diseasecontrol rules issued by the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand (CAAT) for a
commercial flight from Don Mueang to Udon Thani.
 The budget carrier appeared to forget to apply the CAAT’s guidelines for social
distancing and disease-transmission prevention given the condition in which
travellers waited to board the flight in a crowded space as shown in Choroen Joo
Mookachonpan’s Facebook post.



Thailand reported 15 new coronavirus cases, with no new deaths yesterday (April 26),
raising the total to 2,922 and 51 deaths.



Globally the infection numbers have reached close to 3-million and death has crossed
200,000 so far.



Political News Headlines in Thai Media


Government whips will meet on Monday to discuss the opposition's proposal for a special
House session to debate financial aid for people affected by the coronavirus pandemic,
says chief government whip Virat Ratanasate.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/1907465/govt-weighs-upopposition-plea-to-convene-special-house-session



Leaders of the opposition parties met last week to call for an ad hoc parliamentary
meeting on May 22. They will discuss the end of the State of Emergency (SOE), which is
due to expire on June 30, and the socioeconomic effects of Covid-19.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/12230/opposition-parties-call-for-an-ad-hocparliamentary-meeting-to-discuss-ending-of-the-soe/



Thailand’s TrueVision has posted a job listing on JobsDB for qualified candidates to
monitor 17 “talk show and foreign news channels” for content that might be antimonarchy or against Thailand’s constitution.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/12287/thailands-truevision-hiring-new-staff-tomonitor-foreign-press-for-anti-monarchy-and-illegal-content/



Thailand’s government said on Sunday that it had discovered 15 new coronavirus
infections bringing the total number of infected to 2,922. There were no new fatalities
with the death toll still at 51
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/12293/thailand-discovers-15-more-coronaviruscases-no-new-cases-in-migrant-detention-centres/



Bangkok has been under curfew and lockdown for over a month as the government
continues its fight against the outbreak of coronavirus.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/12178/picture-essay-bangkok-old-town-underlockdown/



Half a decade of military rule may have given way to an elected government, but
authorities in Thailand continue to excessively restrict freedom of expression online,
according to Amnesty International.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1907360/amnesty-onlinefreedom-no-better-since-election



The Public Health Ministry yesterday denied claims the cabinet has approved a 2.4
billion baht budget cut in the "gold card" scheme.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1907445/govt-denies-goldcard-budget-cut

Economic News Headlines in Thai Media


The past week has seen a lot of huff and puff over whether the country’s central bank
should come out to bailout some of Thailand’s leading corporations as the global
coronavirus pandemic has created a havoc in the financial markets.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/12295/corporations-like-cp-should-not-be-givengovernment-assistance-if-they-continue-to-spend-reckleslly/



Trouble continues for the 5,000 baht scheme as the “officers” sent to verify the eligibility
of workers filing for compensation were not qualified nor were they civil servants,
according to local newspapers.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/12262/more-trouble-for-the-appeals-process-forthose-left-behind-by-aid-program/



General economic affairs top people's worries while the country tries to cope with the
Covid-19 pandemic, according to the result of an opinion survey by Suan Dusit Rajabhat
University, or Suan Dusit Poll.
o Linkhttps://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1907805/economy-topspeoples-worries-poll



A vaccine for the novel coronavirus is needed to help reverse a plunge in Thailand’s
critical tourism sector, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1908345/tourism-likely-wont-improveuntil-vaccine-found-tat-chief


The Commerce Ministry is pushing for cabinet approval for Thailand's bid to join the
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) amid
fierce opposition from civil groups which have argued the move will have an adverse
impact on food security and access to medicines.
o Linkhttps://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1907970/cabinet-to-mull-joiningpacific-trade-pact



The Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand (CAAT) is planning to extend its inbound flight
ban for another 15 days to prevent a possible rapid increase of Covid-19 infections as
over 1,000 Thais are scheduled to return to the country this week.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1907975/inbound-flight-ban-continues



The first instance of corporate bond rollover amid the coronavirus outbreak is coming
next month, but subscription for the rollover is only at 30% of the total amount as
investor sentiment continues to be riled by uncertainties.
o Linkhttps://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1908120/noble-preps-for-corporatebond-rollover



Two former ministers have united in opposing Thailand joining the Comprehensive and
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP).
o Linkhttp://nationthailand.com/news/30386814?utm_source=category&utm_medium=inter
nal_referral

Issues to be watched out for
 April, 2020 – The Ministry of Finance is set to review GDP growth target due to a host of
negative factors.

 April 30, 2020 – The Supreme Court is scheduled to give a verdict in the case against 5
leaders of the United front for Democracy against Dictatorship (UDD) over the siege of
late Privy Council president Prem Tinsulanonda’s residence in 2007.
 May 7, 2020 – the Government Savings Bank (GSB) and the Bank for Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC) each plan to extend 20 billion baht in 10 billion baht
emergency loans to small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).
 May 8, 2020 – The Bank of Thailand (BoT) will begin extending soft loans to small- and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).
 May 22, 2020 – The House is set to reconvene.
 May 26, 2020 – Prosecutors has delayed a decision on charges against Piyabutr
Saengkanokkul, former secretary-general of the now-defunct Future Forward Party, for
alleged contempt of court after he criticized the Constitutional Court’s decision to dissolve
the Thai Raksa Chart Party.
 July 2020 – The Expressway of Thailand (EXAT)’s planned opening schedule of the new
Motorway Route 7 Section from Pattaya to Map Ta Phut.
 October, 2020 – The bidding for construction and operation for the 140-billion-baht
Orange Line western extension linking the Thailand Cultural Centre with Bang Khun
Non.
 October, 2020 – The Thailand Grand Prix was rescheduled after being postponed due to
the coronavirus outbreak.

Key Data

SET Index



1,258.78

Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html

Global Commodities

-13.75

 Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/
 Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/
 Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND

Global Equity Market’s Movements
 Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/
Asian Equity Markets Movement
 Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/

Information on April 24, 2020
Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management
Stock Code
BM
EASON
EASON
EASON
MBAX
MBAX
PDJ
PRIME
PPS
PPS
SKR
SKY
TCJ
TTI
TWPC
TNITY
UVAN

Volume
3,000
19,500
45,800
41,000
10,000
20,000
11,300
95,000
123,300
500,000
32,000
10,000
3,283,300
200
200,000
20,000
104,778

Value
1.47
0.99
0.99
0.99
3.02
3.06
1
0.25
0.4
0.43
4.7
13.1
0.01
21
2.86
3.36
3.77

Action
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase

XD, XE or XM or other notifications
For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on
http://www.set.or.th/set/calendarofevents.do

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand

Daily as of 24 Apr 2020
Unit:
M.Baht
Investor Type
Local Institutions
Proprietary
Trading
Foreign Investors
Local Individuals

Buy
Value
4,608.72
5,874.10
20,732.40
37,489.35

%
6.71
8.55

Sell
Value
5,292.68
6,149.80

30.18
54.57

23,888.44
33,373.65

%
7.7
8.95

Net
Value
-683.96
-275.7

%
-

34.77
48.58

-3,156.04
4,115.70

-

Monthly Cumulative between 1 - 24 Apr 2020
Unit:
M.Baht
Investor Type
Local Institutions
Proprietary
Trading
Foreign Investors
Local Individuals

Buy
Value
131,537.00
95,163.10
379,869.72
573,519.13

%
11.15
8.06

Sell
Value
112,676.49
91,640.60

32.19
48.6

423,749.98
552,021.88

%
9.55
7.77

Net
Value
18,860.50
3,522.50

%
-

35.91
46.78

-43,880.25
21,497.25

-

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan - 24 Apr 2020
Unit:
M.Baht
Investor Type
Local Institutions
Proprietary
Trading
Foreign Investors
Local Individuals

Buy
Value
657,421.71
570,402.42

%
12.26
10.64

Sell
Value
612,487.79
574,229.94

%
11.43
10.71

1,949,064.96 36.36

2,108,300.12 39.33

2,183,659.37 40.74

2,065,530.60 38.53

Net
Value
44,933.91
-3,827.52

%
-

159,235.16
118,128.77 -

Total Trading Value 68,704.56 Million Baht.
Background Information –
The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the
Election Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019


https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24



List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf
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