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Political News


CARE, a new non-political group, was officially launched yesterday (June 17).
 The group is led by former senior members of the now defunct Thai Rak Thai
(TRT) Party Dr Surapong Suebwonglee and Dr Prommin Lertsuridet, Poomtham
Wechayachai, advisor to the Pheu Thai Party leader, Lakkhana “Khaek”
Panvichai, an outspoken journalist and TV commentator, well-known architect
Duangrith Bunnag and economist Supavuth Saichua.
 Former transport minister Chadchart Sittipunt, also a Bangkok governor
candidate, also joined Care’s official debut as a spectator.
 Dr Prommin said the group now has 30-40 members, all positive thinkers who
strive for creativity, rather than destruction, to find answers to the country’s
myriad problems. He denied that his group is linked with former prime minister
Thaksin Shinawatra although he and fellow key members served in the Thaksin
cabinet which allowed them to think, act independently to materialise Thaksin’s
policies.
 “We are not dreaming, but we are making dreams come true,” he said.



Leadership changes, which will have impacts on cabinet seats, are under way for 2
coalition parties---the Phalang Pracharat Party (PPRP) and the Ruamphalang
Prachachartthai Party or Action Coalition for Thailand (ACT).
 The idea of Deputy Prime Minister General and PPRP Prawit Wongsuwan’s
taking over the Phalang Pracharat Party (PPRP)’s leadership is getting closer to
reality as he is the sole candidate for the party’s leadership.
 The aim of Gen. Prawit is to be the leader of the party for a mere 6-months
 Then they will have another AGM to select a new leader
 There are reports that the Sam Mitr faction of the PPRP has basically
taken over the party as most of the key new leaders of the party are going
to be from that faction that is lead by the former Transport Minister under
Thaksin Shinawatra government – Suriya Juangroongruangkit.
 Acting party leader Uttama Savanayana is said to send official letters to inform
acting executive committee members to get ready for a general meeting scheduled
for July 3.

 As for the party’s secretary-general post, currently there are only 2 candidates,
Deputy Finance Minister Santi Prompat and Chai Nat MP Anucha Nakasai.
However, Thai Post newspaper reported that Gen Prawit, after talks with some
party key members, decided to give the secretary-general post to Anucha while
Santi is topped as the party director instead.
 The picture of PPRP’s executive committee is set to comprise Gen Prawit as
PPRP

leader;

Anucha

as

secretary-general;

Industry

Minister

Suriya

Jungrungreangkit, Justice Minister Somsak Thepsutin, Education Minister
Nataphol Teepsuwan and Deputy Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister
Thamanat Prompow as deputy leaders while Santi as party director.
 It will be interesting to see how Capt. Thamanat could be removed as MP and
minister after the Constitutional Court is reported to accept a petition filed by the
opposition asking it to rule on his qualifications as an MP and cabinet minister
due to his conviction in a drug case in Australia in 1993.
 Capt. Thamanat was given 15 days by the court to respond to the petition.
 It is said that acting party leader Uttama, Energy Minister Sontirat Sontijirawong,
Higher Education Science Research and Innovation Minister Suvit Maesincee and
Kobsak Pootrakul will not be included in the list of PPRP new executive board.
 Another report said under the new structure of the new executive board, the post
of chairman of the party’s MPs held by Chonburi MP Suchart Chomklin will also
be scrapped. Gen Prawit will serve as PPRP leader on a temporary basis,
estimated to be around 6 months, the same as the new executive board. Another
major change is expected to prepare the party for the next election. It is said that
Gen Prawit is tipped as new leader to quell party turmoil.


As Labour Minister Chatumongkol Sonakul’s shock resignation as the ACT leader which
fuelled speculation of an impending change in the labour portfolio, it is now certain that

the party will propose Anek Laothamatas for the post of labour minister if there is a
cabinet reshuffle, party secretary-general Taweesak Na Takuathung said.
 The ACT, a 5-MP party in the coalition government, was given a quota of 1
ministerial post.
 Previously, Warong Dechgitvigrom came out to downplay the likelihood that he
is likely to be nominated as Chatumongkol’s replacement under the party’s
ministerial quota.
 Warong said other senior party members have a better chance to take over the
labour portfolio.
 As for the party’s leadership seat that was left vacant, it is said that Suthep
Thaugsuban, the ACT’s co-founder, has approached a suitable person for the
post.
 The ACT decided to call a general assembly on July 5 to elect a new executive
committee. The general assembly in July will elect a new seven-member
executive committee, including the new party leader, Taweesak said.


Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam revealed some progress toward local
elections.
 Wissanu hinted that local polls are likely to be held after October 1. The budget
used to finance local elections will come from the fiscal 2021 budget of 3.3
trillion baht, Wissanu said after the Cabinet’s meeting which approved in
principal the draft bill on the fiscal 2021 budget poised to take effect from
October 1.
 The bill will be tabled before parliament and have its first reading on June 30.



Government spokeswoman Narumon Pinyosinwat came out to dismiss rumours of Prime
Minister and Defence Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha’s plan granting an amnesty to
political offenders as groundless.
 She said the government cannot interfere with the pardon procedures which rests
with the Corrections Department’s authority.



The budget transfer bill to reallocate 88 billion baht to a central fund to fight Covid-19
and rehabilitate the economy passed its 2nd and 3rd readings in the House yesterday (June
17).
 The budget transfer bill sailed through its final reading with 250 votes in favour, 6
objections and 178 abstentions.
 During the debate, the opposition argue that some ministries should not be
defunded, such as the Ministry of Public Health and the Ministry of Education
while chief opposition whip Sutin Klungsang wants to see more of the Defence
Ministry’s budget be transferred to the central fund to fight Covid-19 instead.
 Sutin also accused the government of attempting to postpone local elections as he
said the debate also covered the reallocation of funds set aside for local elections,
which the opposition saw as politically motivated.



The Senate is ramping up efforts to scrutinise the 1-trillion-baht COVID-19 aid spending
by the government.
 Senator Kamnoon Sidhisamarn, also the spokesman for Senate whip, said the
weekly Senate’s meeting resolved to empower all 26 Senate committees to
examine the government’s spending of the 1 trillion-baht borrowing plan.

Economic News


The Bank of Thailand (BoT) told banks, non-banks and leasing companies to reduce
further ceiling interest rate of 2-4% on credit card, personal loans and instalment
payments.
 The Central Bank’s order to financial institutions including leasing companies
came during a meeting yesterday (June 17) as part of its relief measures for retail
debtors, according to a source with the financial sector.
 It is a short-term relief measure to mitigate the impact of the outbreak which will
take effect from July to December.



The Bank of Thailand (BoT) reported 2.05 trillion baht money circulation in the economy
in April 2020, a new high in the history, despite the imposition of a nationwide lockdown
that forced high-risk businesses to shut to curb the spread of COVID-19.
 The amount was higher by 6.29% or 121 billion baht from the end of last year or
13.3% year-on-year, accounting for around 241 billion baht.
 The amount of bank notes in circulation in the economy in April also rose to a
new high at 1.98 trillion baht, up 121 billion baht or 6.52% compared to the end
of last year or 239 billion baht or 13.7% YoY.



The Treasury Department is poised to announce a new round of land price appraisals of
321 million rai of state land nationwide.
 Currently, the Department is conducting a survey for 2021-2024 land price
appraisals. Initially, the Department said it did not expect new land price

appraisals to be as high as the previous round which saw a rise of average 3-5%,
said director-general Yutthana Yimkarun.
 During this round of appraisals, land prices in economic zones will see an
increase of less than 5% while the value of land in suburban areas will experience
an increase of less than 3%, Yutthana said, citing that the COVID-19 outbreak
caused a slowdown in the property industry and land prices to decline. The
pandemic also curbed demand from speculative buyers.


The Board of Investment (BoI) greenlighted 5 large-scale projects with a total investment
value of 41.834 billion baht including:
1. Sammitr Group’s production of battery electric vehicles (BEV) in
Phetchaburi Province, with an investment value of 5.5 billion baht. The
project will have an output of 30,000 vehicles per year, mainly for
distribution in the domestic market.
2. Thai Oil Plc (TOP)’s power project with an investment value of 24.1 billion
baht to generate 250 megawatts of electricity using oil waste. The project,
which is located in Si Racha District, Chonburi Province, will also have an
annual output of 80,300 tons of sulfuric acid.
3. Envico Company Limited’s investment of 2.476 billion baht to produce food
grade recycled plastic pellets, used in the manufacture of beverage and food
containers, and recycled plastic pellets (HDPE type) used in packaging for
body care and household products such as liquid soap and shampoo. The
project is set at the Asian Industrial Estate, Rayong Province.
4. B.Grimm Power (Laem Chabang) 1 Company Limited’s power generation
project, with an investment value of 6 billion baht. The natural gas-fired
power plant will have a capacity of 157.32 megawatts and 75 tons/ hour of
steam. The produced electricity will be sold to the Electricity Generating

Authority of Thailand and to manufacturing facilities in Laem Chabang
Industrial Estate, Chonburi Province.
5. Bangkok Arena Company Limited’s investment of 3.745 billion baht to build
a convention hall aimed at enhancing the capacity of the meetings, incentives,
conferences and exhibitions (MICE) industry, and the development of
tourism. The project is located at Bangkok Mall Building, Bang Na-Trat
Road Bangkok.


Airports of Thailand (AOT) expects passenger numbers and revenue to fall by 50% in
2020 as a result of the coronavirus crisis.
 The AOT forecast a 50.7% year-on-year drop in revenue for its 2020 fiscal year
and a 42.2% fall in 2021.
 If a vaccine can be developed and distributed by July next year, the Thai
economy can begin to recover after January 2022, then air traffic volumes could
return to normal levels by October that year, state-owned AOT said in a
statement.
 It expects that by 2023, passenger numbers will reach 144.2 million and 902,000
flights, slightly above pre-crisis levels.
 Thailand has not yet signed any agreements for a tourism or travel exchange with
other countries.
 The stock has been rated as a ‘profit taking’ by Kim Eng Securities on the
back of continued slowdown in earnings and passenger traffic.

AOT earnings forecast

International tourism - calendar basis

Source: AOT, MOTS, MKE-ISR



Today the executives of BTS Holding Plc and others are going to go to Laem Chabang
port to accept the new bogies of the ‘Golden Line’ that will extend from Krung Thonburi
BTS station to Icon Siam and then Klong San station.
 The trial run will start in September and the passenger service is set to start in
October this year.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

General News


Thailand continues to record 0 local transmission in 23 consecutive days, Deputy Prime
Minister and Public Health Minister, Anutin Charnvirakul said he will propose the travel
bubbles plan to Prime Minister General Prayuth Chan o-cha next week.
 Travel bubble or travel corridor refers to an agreement where countries that have
successfully curbed the COVID-19 outbreak reopen its borders to allow free
movement.
 Secretary-general of National Security Council Gen Somsak Roongsita said many
countries have approached Thailand for travel pairing.
 Thailand recorded zero new COVID-19 cases and fatalities for 3 consecutive
days. The COVID-19 tally stand at 3,135 cases and 58 deaths.



Deputy Prime Minister and Public Health Minister Anutin Charnvirakul signalled that he
would propose travel pairing in a “travel bubbles” plan to the Centre for COVID-19
Situation Administration (CCSA)’s meeting and Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha on
June 26.



The travel bubble seems to be a big issue that has been talked about but little details have
come through
 Initial reports suggested that as many as 7 countries would be in that bubble but
now it seems it is down to just 4 (Taiwan, New Zealand, Australia, and Japan).
 Meanwhile the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand (CAAT) has come out to say
that they will not open the airports until at least September this year or later.
 The plans are for gradual opening and limited inbound travel.

 https://www.thaienquirer.com/14566/tat-said-packages-boostingdomestic-tourism-could-bring-70-billion-baht-in-revenue-caat-saidinternational-flights-to-resume-in-september/

Political News Headlines in Thai Media


Prawit Wongsuwan, seen as one of the masterminds behind the 2014 coup and a former
military general, will be voted in as the leader of Thailand’s ruling Palang Pracharath
Party, local media and party insiders said on Thursday.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/14584/former-coup-co-leader-and-militarygeneral-to-head-thailands-ruling-party/



The ruling Palang Pracharath party has been reaching out to members of the opposition as
well as MPs of their coalition allies to tempt them into defecting and switching
allegiances, several sources told Thai Enquirer on Wednesday.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/14527/ruling-party-reaching-out-to-oppositionand-coalition-partner-mps-to-defect-sources-say/



The long-postponed Bangkok elections will be an early litmus test for public sentiment if
it takes place at the end of 2020 as planned.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/14504/bangkok-election-will-be-a-litmus-testfor-thai-politics-public-sentiment/



Phayao Akhad’s hands were shaking with nerves as she dialled her daughter’s number.
But after what felt like an eternity of anxious ringing, a man answered on the other end of
the line instead of her eldest child, Kamolkade.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/14515/murdered-by-the-state-a-mothers-searchfor-the-truth/



A video released on Tuesday from inside a Palang Pracharath Party meeting shows a
party member voicing concerns that previous involvement with drugs should disqualify
any member from a leadership position inside the party.

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/14531/youre-crazy-ruling-party-shouts-downmember-who-suggests-drug-involvement-should-disqualify-their-leaders/


Thailand’s government said on Wednesday that it discovered no new coronavirus in the
past 24 hours, the 23rd straight day without cases outside of state quarantine.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/14547/thailand-says-no-new-coronavirus-casesdiscovered-on-wednesday-23rd-straight-day-of-no-cases/



The Constitutional Court on Wednesday (June 17) took on the case of Deputy Agriculture
Minister Thammanat Prompao to see if his MP status should be revoked.
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/news/30389790?utm_source=category&utm_medium
=internal_referral



Care, the newly formed political group, has sent a strong message urging "all uncles" to
end their grip on power and return democracy to the country.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/1936636/care-founders-call-ongovt-to-quit



Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha has launched the government's "new normal" initiative
by inviting people from all sectors of society to map out Thailand's future after the
Covid-19 crisis.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/ 1936616/prayut-launches-newnormal



The abrupt resignation of Labour Minister MR Chatu Mongol Sonakul on Tuesday as
leader of the Action Coalition for Thailand (ACT) was a prelude to an imminent cabinet
shake-up, according to a source within the ruling Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP).
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/1936612/act-shake-up-preludeto-reshuffle-pprp

Economic News Headlines in Thai Media


A new study to be published in the Economic History Review shows that Thai women as
far back as the 19th century were capable landowners and their right to their land was
often protected by the courts when disputes occurred challenging contemporary wisdom
that land rights structures favour men.
o Linkhttps://www.thaienquirer.com/14538/new-study-shows-19th-century-thaiwomen-had-vibrant-land-rights-challenging-orthodox-views/



The Board of Investment (BoI) has approved investment privileges for five mega projects
worth over Bt41.83 billion, in a bid to kick-start Thailand’s economic engines as the
country emerges from lockdown.
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/business/30389780?utm_source=category&utm_me
dium=internal_referral



Travel bubbles for general tourism will not become fact anytime soon, and the first
people to benefit are likely to be working professionals and people attending international
meetings, senior officials said on Wednesday.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1936500/no-travel-bubbles-yetfor-tourists



Airports of Thailand (AoT) said it expects passenger numbers and revenue to fall by 50%
in 2020 as a result of the coronavirus crisis.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1936560/airports-of-thailand-forecasts50-fall-in-revenue-passengers



Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha has ordered a probe into the MCOT president's bid to
give half the 3.25-billion-baht compensation awarded for the recall of the 2600 MHz
range to the broadcaster's contractor.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1936644/probe-into-mcot-presidentordered



Banks are set to extend the deadline for their relief measures to virus-affected customers
after the three-month blanket debt holiday lapses at the end of this month.

o Linkhttps://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1936836/banks-poised-to-extendassistance


The Securities and Exchange Commission's (SEC) board of directors has allowed SETlisted companies that have postponed annual shareholder meetings to submit this year's
quarterly financial statements through appointed auditors approved by the regulator.
o Linksubstituted



https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1936640/shareholder-meetings-

A committee to nominate the Bank of Thailand's new chief will consider the
qualifications of the four applicants on June 25, who will then be required to present their
visions on June 29, says a source at the Finance Ministry who requested anonymity.
o Linkhttps://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1936764/governorship-candidatevetting-process-begins-on-june-25



The move to allow wholly foreign-owned companies to manufacture aircraft and aircraft
parts in Thailand will boost foreign investment in the country, said Kobsak Pootrakool,
deputy secretary-general to the prime minister for political affairs.
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/news/30389809?utm_source=category&utm_mediu
m=internal_referral



The discount on household liquified petroleum gas (LPG) will be extended for another
three months, the government announced on Wednesday (June 17).
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/news/30389778?utm_source=category&utm_mediu
m=internal_referral



The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) Index is suffering volatility after foreign
investors began taking profit and reducing capital flows into the country.
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/business/30389796?utm_source=category&utm_me
dium=internal_referral



The Covid-19 pandemic has resulted in opportunities of merger and acquisition for PTT
Exploration and Production (PTTEP), its president Phongsthorn Thavisin said.

o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/business/30389808?utm_source=category&utm_me
dium=internal_referral

Issues to be watched out for
 June 20, 2020 – A by-election on the Constituency 4 of Lampang is expected to be held.
 June 24, 2020 – The Bank of Thailand (BoT) is set to announce its forecast of the
country’s gross domestic product (GDP) of this year.
 June 25, 2020 – The deadline for the Office of Attorney General (OAG) whether to appeal
or not appeal the lower court’s acquittal of Panthongtae “Oak” Shinawatra, son of former
prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, for alleged money laundering.
 June 30, 2020 – The Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand (CAAT) is expected to lift ban
on incoming flights.
 June 30, 2020 – The government is expected to lift lockdown restrictions imposed under
the emergency decree.
 July 2020 – The Expressway of Thailand (EXAT)’s planned opening schedule of the new
Motorway Route 7 Section from Pattaya to Map Ta Phut.
 July 2, 2020 – The shortlist of candidates for the new governor of the Bank of Thailand
(BoT) will be concluded.
 July 3, 2020 – The Phalang Pracharat Party (PPRP) to hold a general assembly to select a
new executive board.
 July 15, 2020 – The House is set to deliberate on the draft budget bill for the 2021 fiscal
year.
 August, 17, 2020 – The first day of hearings for Thai Airways International Plc (THAI)’s
bankruptcy case.
 August 29, 2020 – The deadline for farmers to return the banned agri-chemicals, paraquat
and chlorpyrifos, in their possession to sellers.

 September 21, 2020 – The National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC,
formerly known as the National Economic and Social Development Board or NESDB) is
to revise the 20-year national strategy at an annual meeting to respond to the COVID-19
crisis.
 September 30, 2020 – The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) is set to extend the revised
equity short-selling regulations from June 30 to September 30 as stock market volatility
remains high in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic.
 October, 2020 – The bidding for construction and operation for the 140-billion-baht
Orange Line western extension linking the Thailand Cultural Centre with Bang Khun
Non.
 October, 2020 – The Thailand Grand Prix was rescheduled after being postponed due to
the coronavirus outbreak.

Key Data

SET Index


1,376.18

9.05

Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html

Global Commodities
 Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/
 Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/
 Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND
Global Equity Market’s Movements
 Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/
Asian Equity Markets Movement
 Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/

Information on June 17, 2020
Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management
Stock Code

Volume

BM
CCET
DDD
EP
EA
FTE
MJD
PRIME
PRIME
PTTGC
PTTGC
RS
SAPPE
VIH

Value

4,000
242,900
6,500
91,500
100,000
5,000
25,300
35,936,100
4,136,900
10,000
10,000
250,000
10,000
20,000

TFG

180,000,000

TU
TWPC
TPBI
UVAN
YGG

Action

2.11
1.5
17.66
3.56
40
1.61
1.8
0.44
0.43
52.75
48.12
13.64
19.4
6.5

Transfer

-

200,000
100,000
6,900
43,500
96,400

Purchase
Purchase
Sale
Purchase
Sale
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Sale
Purchase
Sale
Purchase
Sale
Purchase

12.5
3.85
3.38
4.25
5.1

Sale
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase

XD, XE or XM or other notifications
For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on
http://www.set.or.th/set/calendarofevents.do

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand
Daily as of 17 Jun 2020
Investor Type
Local Institutions

Buy
Value
7,607.72

%
10.63

Sell
Value
5,524.88

%
7.72

Unit: M.Baht
Net
Value
%
2,082.84
-

Proprietary
Trading
Foreign Investors
Local Individuals

7,428.32

10.38

7,271.97

10.16

156.35

-

24,043.07
32,476.68

33.6
45.39

25,903.61
32,855.33

36.2
45.92

-1,860.54
-378.65

-

%
9.32
9.08

Unit: M.Baht
Net
Value
%
2,027.11
3,747.19
-

31.94
49.66

-1,641.76
-4,132.55

Sell
Value
841,157.47
787,714.53

%
10.75
10.07

Unit: M.Baht
Net
Value
%
69,613.20
1,217.69
-

35.28 2,954,675.57

37.78

195,570.87

-

41.4

124,739.98

-

Monthly Cumulative between 1 - 17 Jun 2020
Investor Type
Local Institutions
Proprietary
Trading
Foreign Investors
Local Individuals

Buy
Value
101,669.18
100,831.54

%
9.51
9.43

Sell
Value
99,642.07
97,084.35

339,968.62
527,017.42

31.79
49.28

341,610.38
531,149.97

-

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan - 17 Jun 2020
Investor Type
Local Institutions
Proprietary
Trading
Foreign Investors
Local Individuals

Buy
Value
910,770.67
788,932.21
2,759,104.71
3,362,689.97

%
11.64
10.09

42.99

3,237,949.98

Total Trading Value 71,555.79 Million Baht.
Background Information –
The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the
Election Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019


https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24



List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf
Information provided here is copyright of ThaiNews Corp and no part maybe reproduced in any form
without the prior written permission. The opinions expressed are only those of the writer’s and is analysed
based on the situation.

