
 

 

 

September 25, 2020 

Thai Enquirer Summary  

 

Political News 

¶ The planned vote on the amendment of the 2016 constitution ended in ways that nobody 

had expected, another 1-month delay to óstudyô the pros and cons. 

 

× The vote that was supposed to be planned for last night right before the closing of 

the parliamentary session has prompted the students to come out to announce  

 

ü ñThey have arm twisted us to up the plans for the protest,ò Tattep 

Ruangprapaikitseree (nickname ï Ford) 

 

ü There are no details yet on what the plans for the month of October is but 

 

V In the past the protest leaders have asked for the country to go on a 

ógeneral strikeô on October 14
th
  

 

V Thai Enquirerôs sources have said that a major protest could be 

started on October 13
th
  

 

¶ The protest in front of the parliament remained calm for the nearly 3-4 hours of protest 

with a few thousand protesters gathering and calling for the parliament  



 

 

 

¶ The opposition block lead by Pheu Thai and Kao Klai party among others have decided 

not to join this study group that will óstudyô the amendments of the 2016 constitution 

saying that this is nothing more than a delay tactic by the 250 appointed senators and the 

Phalang Pracharat party. 

 

× Without nominees from the opposition, the committee consists of 31 ð 15 

senators and 16 MPs from coalition parties (8 from Phalang Pracharat, 4 from 

Bhumjai Thai, 3 from Democrat and 1 Charthai Pattana). 

 

× The move to seek a month extension was put in the parliament as an urgent move 

by the Phalang Pracharat partyôs Paiboon Nititawan and was favoured by  

ü 431 MPs and Senators 

ü 255 MPs voted against this move by Paiboon 

ü 28 MPs and Senators abstained  

ü 1 MP did not vote 

 



 

 

¶ The voting breakdown offers an interesting development in Thai politics 

× Out of the 431 votes that favoured the move to delay the vote  

 

ü 203 MPs voted (remember that the govt. side has more than 270 MPs on 

its side) 

V 228 out of the 250 senators voted for the delay  

ü The entire Democrat party decided not to vote for the delay except 2 MPs 

who voted for the delay. 

ü An MP from Pheu Thai voted in favor 

ü Chart Thai Pattanôs leader Varawut Silapa Acha and the partyôs Secretary 

General ï Prapat Pothasuthon voted for the move  

 

× Out of the 255 votes that went against the move to delay the deliberation of the 

amendments  

 

ü 252 were MPs and 3 were senators  

 

× Out of the 28 who abstained  

 

ü 22 were MPs and 6 were senators 

 

¶ Democrat party heavy weight and Social Development and Human Security, Juti 

Krairiksh, comes out to say that foreign governments are supporting 100ôs of millions of 

baht as Thailand was a strategic country in the Indo-China zone and the funds are being 

transferred via various non-government organizations (NGO) and that these NGOs need 

to be monitored. 

 

¶ After the delay in voting and passage of the óstudyô move in the parliament, the MPs and 

senators were having difficulty in heading back and had to take the boat to head home, 

while those that took the front exit had to brave through the protesters where the 

protesters went well beyond the norms by booing at the exiting MPs and Senators  



 

 

ü    

ü link - https://twitter.com/ThaiEnquirer/status/1309144799497383939  

óAssholeô was the shouting by the students while the vehicles exited the 

parliament. 

  

Parliamentarians heading home in a boat 

https://twitter.com/ThaiEnquirer/status/1309144799497383939


 

 

¶ Meanwhile Twitter today is once again burning with a new #hashtag  

 

× A new #hashtag that is top trending in Thailand today is something that no media 

outlet in Thailand has the guts to put in writing or else they could be in breach of 

article 112. Breach of article 112 is punishable with up to 15-years imprisonment. 

 

× This #hashtag follows the many other #hashtags that has trended and created the 

atmosphere that the country is in today. 

 

¶ The Supreme Courtôs Criminal Division for Holders of Political Positions yesterday 

(September 24) sentenced former social development and human security minister 

Watana Muangsook to 99 years in jail for demanding bribes in a low-cost housing 

project. Although the maximum jail sentence allowed in Thailand is 50-years. 

 

× The court found Watana guilty of demanding bribes from a multi-billion-baht Eua 

Arthorn housing project initiated by the National Housing Authority, an 

organisation under the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security. 

 

× Watana was later allowed bail on a surety of 10 million baht on the condition he 

must not go abroad without court approval. 

 

× Watana posted on Facebook his was the first case with the maximum 50-year jail 

term that was allowed bail. He added he was preparing to go to Parliament to 

follow the vote on six constitution amendment bills. 

 

¶ The Election Commission (EC) yesterday defended its decision to end a probe into illegal 

loans allegedly obtained by 31 political parties, a move that cleared the parties of 

wrongdoing, saying its examination into their finances was in line with the Political 

Parties Act. 

 

× According to the EC, public opinion that the financial borrowings by parties were 

unlawful was based on inaccurate information. The poll agency insisted that all 

the 31 parties had borrowed within the legal limit. 

 

× It also said the commission's examination into party finances was made in line 

with a decision of the Constitutional Court, which earlier this year ruled to 



 

 

dissolve the Future Forward Party (FFP) over a 191 million baht loan it accepted 

from its leader Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit. 

 

× Based on the court's decision, the money Mr Thanathorn lent to the party - which 

was accepted by the party as "other benefits" - breached Section 66 of the 

Political Parties Act, which limits donations to 10 million baht per donor per year. 

 

¶ Deputy national police chief Suwat Chaengyodsuk has been appointed to succeed Pol 

Gen Chakthip Chaijinda in a statement issued with royal endorsement. New deputy 

National Police chief is set to be Major General Chonsit Wadhnawarangkun and Piya 

Uthaiyo. 

 

¶ HM the King, yesterday, received a mobile medical bus from Khunying Potjaman na 

Pombejra, the former wife of self-exiled former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra. 

 

× The donation by Potjaman was to mark óMahidol Dayô 

 

 

  

 

 

Economic News 

¶ The Bank of Thailand (BoT) yesterday appointed new members to its Monetary Policy 

Committee (MPC) and Financial Institutions Policy Committee (FIPC). 

 



 

 

× On the new MPC, the board voted unanimously to appoint Kanit Sangsubhan, 

Rapee Sucharitakul, Somchai Jitsuchon and Subhak Sriwaraksa as new MPC 

members. 

 

× The board appointed Kannika Ngamsopee, Chanant Charnchainarong, Pornchai 

Chunhachinda, Phawana Niemloy and Ayudh Kritsanamara as 5 new members of 

the FIPC. 

 

× The new appointments will replace members whose terms are ending. Their 3-

year tenures will start from November this year. 

 

¶ Banyong Pongpanich, chairman of the Executive Committee at Kiatnakin Phatra Bank 

Plc., has come out to say that another 1 trillion baht was needed to revive the economy. 

 

× Although the public debts will rise to 70 per cent it can be offset by raising the 

taxes and possibly selling some of the state-owned enterprises. 

 

× He said that the personal income taxes could be raised for the tax bracket of 20 

per cent to 25 per cent and this would help raise as much as 200 billion baht 

 

× He added that there are as many as 56 state-owned enterprises at the moment and 

they have a value of about 6 trillion baht. 

 

× Banyong said that one way to help reduce the public debts could be to hive off the 

likes of  

 

ü PTT Plc and Airports of Thailand Plc  

 

V PTT has a market capitalization of 928 billion baht 

o The state owns 51.11 per cent directly and another 12.16 

per cent via Vayupak Fund 

 

V AoT has a market capitalization of 807 billion baht  

o The state owns 70 per cent of AoT 

 

¶ Deputy Prime Minister and Energy Minister Supattanapong Punmeechaow came out to 

say that the economy will start to recover in 2-years but it will be like a NIKE style 

recovery  

 



 

 

¶ Tourism and Sports Minister Pipat Ratchakitprakan has come out to say that on October 

1
st
 the 1

st
 group of 300 tourists would be allowed to enter Thailand as part of the 

countryôs move to open its borders to international travel. 

 

× If no COVID is found in the 1
st
 lot of tourists then 2

nd
 lot of 300 would be allowed 

on October 21
st
 and if both lots do not have any risk of infection then the 

government may open the borders to allowing more than 10,000 tourists per week 

to enter the country from the current level that has been capped at 300 per week 

for the entire country. 

 

¶ The Government Housing Bank, the countryôs leading mortgage lender which is owned 

by the state, has come out to say that it was going to start its planned 70-year mortgage 

plans which would run for 2-generations. 

 

× Chatchai Sirilai, president of Government Housing Bank, said that the non-

performing loans (NPL) for the bank from the impact of the virus has been on the 

rise and stands at about 9-billion baht currently. 

 

× The impact from the virus has been on 511,000 account holders or 430 billion 

baht of loans out of which about 230,000 accounts or 179 billion baht have asked 

for help to put a halt on the payment of the interest and principal. Out of this 

about 9 billion baht is in the NPL zone. 

 

× To mitigate this the bank was looking to propose a 70-year mortgage plan for 

loans of up to 1.8 million baht per person with a cap of 10 billion baht for the 

entire package for the bank. 

 

ü Under this scheme parents would need to bring their child who is of 20-

years or more of age and has a degree and is working to undertake the so 

called 2-generation loans which the next generation would be responsible 

to pay if the parents cannot or pass away. 

 

¶ Thailand launched legal action against tech giants Facebook and Twitter for ignoring 

requests to take down content, in its first such move against major internet firms.  

 

× https://www.reuters.com/article/us-thailand-internet-idUSKCN26F0R7  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

General News 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-thailand-internet-idUSKCN26F0R7


 

 

¶ Thailand logged 2 new COVID-19 cases, both Thai returnees from abroad in state 

quarantine. 

 

× One is a 38-year old businessman who arrived in Thailand from the United States 

on September 10th and entered state quarantine in Bangkok.  He tested positive 

for coronavirus on September 23. 

 

× The second is a 54-year English teacher, living in the US. She returned to 

Thailand on September 17 and also entered state quarantine in Bangkok.  She 

tested positive for the virus 4 days later. 

 

× Cumulative infections in Thailand, to date, are 3,516 and the death toll remains at 

59. 

 

¶ Globally  

o Total infection @ 32,401,656 

o Total Death  @ 987,156 

o Highest infection 

Á USA @ 7,185,444 

Á India @ 5,816,103 

Á Brazil  @ 4,659,909 

     

Political News Headlines in Thai Media 

¶ ñThe symbolé they took it; they took the symbol,ò an unidentified pro-democracy 

supporter muttered on Monday morning after he used a concrete slab and bare hands to 

dig the ground of Sanam Ratsadon to look for the second commemorative plaque. 

   

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/18720/opinion-double-standards-are-the-norm-

and-the-missing-second-plaque-is-no-different/ 

  

¶ Thailandôs government said on Thursday that it had discovered two cases of coronavirus 

in the last 24 hours in state quarantine. The patients are Thai returnees from the US.   

 

https://www.thaienquirer.com/18720/opinion-double-standards-are-the-norm-and-the-missing-second-plaque-is-no-different/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/18720/opinion-double-standards-are-the-norm-and-the-missing-second-plaque-is-no-different/


 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/18778/thailand-discovers-two-new-cases-of-

coronavirus-in-state-quarantine-on-thursday-2/ 

 

¶ Watana Muangsook, a core Pheu Thai Party member, was sentenced to 99 years in jail on 

Thursday after being found guilty of demanding bribes in the Baan Ua-arthorn housing 

project scandal. 

 

o Link- 

https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30395082?utm_source=category&utm_mediu

m=internal_referral 

 

¶ A Centre for Covid-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) panel on Thursday said the 

government should extend the emergency decree for another month. The decision will be 

discussed by the CCSA next Tuesday before being considered by the Cabinet on 

Wednesday (September 30). 

 

o Link- 

https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30395077?utm_source=category&utm_mediu

m=internal_referral 

 

¶ Digital Economy and Society Minister Buddhipongse Punnakanta reported 982 instances 

of lese majeste to police at 11am on Thursday (September 24). 

 

o Link- 

https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30395071?utm_source=category&utm_mediu

m=internal_referral 

 

¶ The Election Commission (EC) on Thursday defended its decision to end a probe into 

illegal loans allegedly obtained by 31 political parties, a move that cleared the parties of 

wrongdoing, saying its examination into their finances was in line with the Political 

Parties Act. 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/1991151/ec-defends-end-to-

party-loan-probe 

 

  

Economic News Headlines in Thai Media 

¶ Shares of Airports of Thailand (AOT) dropped 4.66 per cent to 56.25 baht per share 

during the afternoon break on Thursday after the company announced an assistance 

measure extension. 
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o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/18797/aot-shares-shrink-after-announcing-

assistance-measure-extension/ 

 

¶ The National Fishing Association of Thailand is once again pushing the Royal Thai 

Government to roll back its successful fisheries reforms.  

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/18767/opinion-fishing-industry-reforms-are-

firmly-in-thailands-best-interests/ 

 

¶ Despite the salient pain points brought about by the current crisis, many companies ï in 

their shift to ñsurvival minimumò mode in recent months ï have experienced significant 

productivity leaps. The crisis showed us that many organizations made radical changes to 

the way they operate overnight. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/18764/opinion-a-new-operating-model-for-the-

next-normal/ 

 

¶ Thailandôs energy policy has failed to develop solar and wind energy, making Vietnam a 

hub for foreign investment, employment and production, with these helping reduce the 

impact on that countryôs economy from the Covid-19 crisis, Greenpeace Southeast Asia 

said in its Southeast Asia Power Sector Scorecard report. 

 

o Link- 

https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30395057?utm_source=category&utm_mediu

m=internal_referral 

 

¶ The Department of Labour Protection and Welfare has launched a new ad-hoc centre to 

track job losses, hoping to serve as an intermediary to help employers and workers gain 

access to legal rights. 

 

o Link- 

https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30395052?utm_source=category&utm_mediu

m=internal_referral 

 

¶ The Thai Bankers' Association and its members place great importance to strict 

compliance of the law and guidelines to combat money laundering, its chairman Payong 

Srivanich said. 

 

o Link- 

https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30395074?utm_source=category&utm_me

dium=internal_referral 
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¶ SCG Packaging (SCGP), a subsidiary of Siam Cement (SCC), will launch an initial 

public offering (IPO) to raise approximately Bt45 billion of capital. 

 

o Link- 

https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30395063?utm_source=category&utm_me

dium=internal_referral 

 

¶ Government stimulus schemes are expected to inject Bt100 billion into the economy in 

the last three months of this year, Deputy Prime Minister Supattanapong Punmeechaow 

told the Krungthep Turakit newspaper. 

 

o Link- 

https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30395085?utm_source=category&utm_me

dium=internal_referral 

 

¶ The central bank on Thursday appointed new members to its Monetary Policy Committee 

(MPC) and Financial Institutions Policy Committee (FIPC). 

 

o Link- 

https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30395088?utm_source=category&utm_me

dium=internal_referral 

 

¶ The number of newly registered companies fell to 5,538 in August, down 7 per cent year 

on year and 2 per cent from July. 

 

o Link- 

https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30395086?utm_source=category&utm_me

dium=internal_referral 

 

¶ Khon Kaen: The Lao consulate in this northeastern province was on Thursday flooded 

with several hundred Lao nationals seeking certificates required to renew their visas. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1991143/lao-nationals-flood-

consulate-for-visas 

 

¶ Thai Airways International (THAI) is opening its flight simulators to the general public 

and taking people around the country on sight-seeing flights for a fee to supplement its 

income, according to the airline. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1991099/thai-sky-tour-to-

bring-in-revenue 
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¶ A seven-day quarantine for foreign tourists can be put into effect in November if the first 

batch of inbound tourists in October is clear of coronavirus infections, says the Tourism 

and Sports Ministry. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1991191/shorter-quarantine-if -tourist-

test-succeeds 

 

                                                        Issues to be watched out for 

 

ü September, 2020 - The Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking 

(JSCCIB) is planning to hire a consultancy to conduct an in-depth analysis on pros and 

cons of the highly controversial Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-

Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) in a bid to renew its call for the government to join the pact 

next year. 

ü September 2020 ï Recruitment of new board members of the National Broadcasting and 

Telecommunication Commission (NBTC) is set to kick off. 

 

ü September 25, 2020 ï The current parliamentary session is set to end. 

 

ü September 26, 2020 ï More than 150,000 foreign nationals need to have their tourist visas 

renewed or face a charge of overstaying. 

 

ü September 30, 2020 ï The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) is set to extend the revised 

equity short-selling regulations from June 30 to September 30 as stock market volatility 

remains high in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

ü September 30, 2020 ï The government is expected to lift lockdown restrictions imposed 

under the emergency decree.  

 

ü October, 2020 ï The bidding for construction and operation for the 140-billion-baht 

Orange Line western extension linking the Thailand Cultural Centre with Bang Khun 

Non.  

 

ü October, 2020 ï The Thailand Grand Prix was rescheduled after being postponed due to 

the coronavirus outbreak. 

 

ü October 14, 2020 - The anniversary of the 1973 student uprising. 

 

https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1991191/shorter-quarantine-if-tourist-test-succeeds
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ü October 27, 2020 ï The Central Bankruptcy Court is set for first hearings for Nok Airlines 

regarding the rehabilitation process. 

 

ü November 1, 2020 ï The next parliamentary session will begin.  

 

Key Data 

  

SET Index                 1,247.46                 -16.55   

 

¶ Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html 

 

Global Commodities   

 

ü Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/   

 

ü Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/    

 

ü Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND  

  

  

Global Equity Market’s Movements  

 

ü Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/  

 

Asian Equity Markets Movement  

 

ü Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/   

  

 

 

                                         Information on September 24, 2020 

 

                     Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management 

               

Stock Code  Volume  Value   Action  

 

CCET                   200,000                                                                2.37    Sale 

CHG 50,000 2.46 Purchase 

ECL 200,000 0.83 Sale 

EP 150,000 3.69 Purchase 

https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/
http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/
http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND
http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/
http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/


 

 

FNS 4,000,000 
                                 
- 

Transfer 

FNS 2,000,000 
                                 

- 
Acceptance of Transfer 

SUTHA 10,000 3.16 Purchase 

HREIT 15,000 7.85 Purchase 

IVL  50,000 21.7 Purchase 

KKP 30,000 36.75 Sale 

MBAX  200,000 6.22 Sale 

MINT 680,000 21.97 Purchase 

MINT 211,000 21.25 Purchase 

NER 1,000,000 1.56 Purchase 

OSP 1,533,400 37.5 Purchase 

RJH 10,000 22.4 Sale 

SORKON 614,000 4.9 Purchase 

SORKON 600,000 5 Purchase 

SICT 15,000 5 Sale 

SMT 200,000 3 Sale 

AUCT 5,000 9.3 Sale 

 

 

XD, XE or XM or other notifications  
  

For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on 

http://www.set.or.th/set/calendarofevents.do  

  

  

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand 
 

Daily as of 24 Sep 2020  

                                                                                                                                  Unit: M.Baht  

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 5,087.32 9.05 7,693.21 13.68 -2,605.89 - 

http://www.set.or.th/set/calendarofevents.do


 

 

Proprietary 

Trading 

6,587.61 11.72 6,917.64 12.3 -330.03 - 

Foreign Investors 20,360.51 36.21 21,643.40 38.49 -1,282.89 - 

Local Individuals 24,195.39 43.03 19,976.58 35.53 4,218.81 - 

Monthly Cumulative between 1 - 24 Sep 2020  

                                                                                                                                Unit: M.Baht  

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 66,591.11 8.94 80,066.73 10.75 -13,475.62 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

92,291.30 12.4 90,251.63 12.12 2,039.67 - 

Foreign Investors 273,965.41 36.8 289,566.66 38.89 -15,601.25 - 

Local Individuals 311,695.99 41.86 284,658.80 38.23 27,037.20 - 

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan - 24 Sep 2020  

                                                                                                                                Unit: M.Baht  

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 1,251,144.36 10.95 1,183,573.18 10.36 67,571.18 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

1,183,939.63 10.36 1,181,915.32 10.34 2,024.32 - 

Foreign Investors 4,014,010.34 35.13 4,284,096.29 37.49 -

270,085.94 

- 

Local Individuals 4,977,909.40 43.56 4,777,418.95 41.81 200,490.44 - 

 

Total Trading Value 56,230.84 Million Baht 

 

 

Background Information – 
  

The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the 

Election Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019 

 

¶ https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24 
 

¶ List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf  
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