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Political News


The government is set to extend a state of emergency due to expire at the end of this
month by another month as Thailand gears up for the reopening of borders to foreign
visitors while maintaining its relative success in containing local transmission of the
COVID-19.
 The Centre for Covid-19 Situation Administration (CCSA)’s meeting chaired by
Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha yesterday (September 28) approved the
extension of emergency rules through October 31, according to National Security
Council (NSC) chief Gen Somsak Rungsita.
 This is the 6th such extension of the ‘state of emergency’ ever since the
measures were put in place on March 26th 2020 on the pretext of
preventing the outbreak of the Coronavirus.
 The panel also approved special tourist visas for foreign tourists starting next
month, Tourism and Sports Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn said.
 The 1-month extension will be put up at the cabinet’s meeting today (September
29).



Embattled Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha has come out to dismiss the possibility
of the opposition Pheu Thai Party joining his coalition government anytime soon.
 Gen Prayut told reporters at Government House that the time for the Pheu Thai
Party to join his government as a coalition partner is not coming up as yet. He
declined to elaborate further.
 The Prime Minister made his comments in response to the resignation en masse
of Pheu Thai Party leader Sompong Amornvivat which automatically resulted in
the dissolution of the entire executive board of the party.



Meanwhile an extraordinary party caucus is expected at 10.00 hrs on October 1st at the
Pheu Thai Party headquarters to pick a new party leader, who will concurrently become
Opposition leader in parliament, and a new executive committee to pave the way for a
major revamp.
 At the party’s extraordinary meeting, there is a strong possibility that Sompong
could again be re-elected as party leader and opposition leader while Prasert
Chanthararuangthong, a Nakhon Ratchasima MP, who has a direct connection
with the “Shinawatra” family will be elected as the party’s new secretary-general,
according to a Pheu Thai source.
 The party’s 20 executive committee members will be divided up across all
factions. Under the new structure, the party aims to enlist younger-generation
politicians to erase the image of several key members who are leftist.
 Arunee Kasayanoon, a young blood politician and a former member of
the Thai Raksaa Chaat party, is to be tipped as party spokesperson, the
same source said.

 Initially, Khunying Potjaman na Pombejra is expected to lead the Politburo’s
weekly meeting. The weekly meeting will be chaired by Potjaman, accompanied
by her personal assistant, a number of old clique members like Surapong
Suebwonglee, Phumtham Wechayachai, who are now in a group called CARE,
Chusak Sirinil who will take charge of legal affairs, Pichai Naripthaphan who
will oversee economic affairs and other old clique members from the Thai Raksa
Chart Party and the red shirt movement.


Still with Pheu Thai, the party’s acting executive committee has approved a new logo for
the party which will be submitted to the general meeting of the party for final
endorsement next month, acting party leader Chusak Sirinil announced.
 Chusak said the new logo has adopted the “Uthong” traditional font, to fit with
changing circumstances and the changes in the party.
 Chusak said party supporters had welcomed the new logo, with one Facebook
user posting a message saying that a fortune teller once warned that the current
logo, using a font in which the Thai letters do not have heads was deemed
inauspicious.



In a rare public appearance, former prime minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh, also an exarmy chief, dropped in at army headquarters to see Gen Apirat Kongsompong on his last
day as army chief.

 During their conversation, Gen Chavalit likened Gen Apirat as his own nephew as
he and Gen Sunthorn Kongsompong are former classmates at the Armed Forces
Academies Preparatory School.
 Gen Chavalit also expressed grave concerns over anti-monarchy movements. He
said it was a shame that Gen Apirat served as the post of the army chief only 2
years and has now been appointed to serve Their Majesties.
 Gen Apirat said it was important that someone served Their Majesties. Gen Apirat
was appointed early this month along with Corrections Department directorgeneral Naras Savestanan as deputies of the Lord Chamberlain, he has been
instructed to conduct a survey of the monarch’s estates so water storage facilities
can be built for public use.


This meeting of Chavalit and Apirat is being interpreted as something that may have
some more indication than that meets the eye.
 Again, this is another symbolism of things happening in the country
 1st was the unexpected audience by HM the King with former Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra’s ex-wife Khunying Potjaman na Pombejra on
September 25th

 2nd was the sudden resignation by Sudarat Keyuraphan and the executive
board that followed
 And now is the meeting of Chavalit and Apirat


The symbolism is because Chavalit is considered to be close to
Thaksin while Apirat is considered to be close to the powers that
are in control of things in Thailand.



Out of the blue, Chatchai Promlert, permanent secretary of the Ministry of Interior, came
out to dismiss rumours that he was instructed by 2 influential figures in the government
with the initial “Por” to form a back-up party.
 Chatchai said he, as an active state official, does not get involved in politics.
Besides, Chatchai said he never heard of such an order. His job is to take care of
problems of the public.



Protest leaders Panusaya “Rung” Sithijirawattanakul, of the United Front of Thammasat
and Demonstration (UFTD), and Panupong “Mike Rayong” yesterday (September 28) led
mass supporters to march to the 4th Cavalry Division King’s Guard.
 The group held a symbolic activity called “Tam Ha Nai” (Search for the Boss) in
order to question the progress of the case involving 3 plain-clothes cadets who
head locked a member of the general public who showed up to give support to the
Internet Law Reform Dialogue (iLaw) during its sign-up campaign to sponsor a
motion for a charter rewrite on September 22.
 The UFTD waited in front of the 4th Cavalry Division King’s Guard for more than
2 hours but received no response from the arm. The group started to attack the
logo of the 4th Cavalry Division by throwing eggs and paints.
 Panuponglater threatened to march to the army headquarters if the commander of
the 3 cadets failed to impose any punishment to the soldiers.



Something we all can laugh about
 The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC)’s annual Integrity and
Transparency Assessment (ITA) ranked the Government Housing Bank (GHB) as
Integrity and Transparency Assessment (ITA) as the most transparent state
agency, with the score of 99.60 (out of 100).
 Overall, the state agencies scored an average of 67.90 (out of 100).
 Most organizations got an ‘A’ including the NACC accessing itself to get
an ‘A’ as well
 Election Commission got an ‘A’
 Office of the Auditor General got an ‘A’


 Sa-ard (meaning “clean”) Tambon Administration Organisation in Roi Et
province scored lowest at 28.16.

 This year, only a handful of state agencies managed to meet the
benchmark of 80. The courts earned the highest score of 91.41, followed
by state attorney offices (71.30) and independent bodies (89.44).

Economic News


The Ministry of Finance (MoF) is set to revise the country’s gross domestic product
(GDP) growth for the year 2020 in October amid positive economic indicators.
 Economic recovery momentum during July and August which suggests that the
economy could contract less in the third quarter than the previous period, said
Fiscal Policy Office (FPO) adviser Wuttipong Jittungsakul.
 The Ministry will factor in economic indicators in October when making a
revision.
 The country’s GDP shrank 12.2 per cent year-on-year in the second quarter, its
biggest decline since the Asian financial crisis in 1998, and 9.7 per cent quarteron-quarter on a seasonally adjusted basis, according to the National Economic and
Social Development Council (NESDC).



Bank of Thailand (BoT) governor Veerathai Santiprabhob called for an urgent adjustment
of the Thai economic structure to manage the risk of economic recession.
 To do so, the Central Bank’s governor suggested 3 ways including improving the
economic productivity and in the global market; strengthening immunity, as well
as reducing economic and social inequalities, the BoT governor said.



Meanwhile, the Central Bank is heeding the impact of rising public debt on the Thai
economy.
 The BoT’s Puey Ungphakorn Institute for Economic Research indicated that
rising personal loan debt during the past 10 years rose to 128,000 baht from
70,000 per person per month, with 60 per cent of debtors belong to people aged
between 29 and 30.
 The age group for the debt undertaking has also fallen to people below 30 years of
age taking on debts
 The debts have also seen the duration of the repayments extend in the past
10-years
 The data showed that from April to June about 8 million new accounts sought the
need for more loans and these loans reached as high as 2.2 trillion baht
 A bulk of these debts were in the Isarn region.
 The tourism is going to boost the industry, but it will come with the threat
of the virus


Therefore, the government will have to come out to help in the
debt management



Thailand will extend the state of emergency until the end of October amid plans to allow
selected groups of foreign visitors, long and short-term, to enter the kingdom starting
next month.
 The Centre for COVID-19 Situation Administration (CCSA)’s meeting chaired by
Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha yesterday (September 28) approved the
sixth extension of the state of emergency until October 31.
 The extension is subject to cabinet approval today (September 29).
 CCSA spokesman Thaweesilp Wissanuyothin said the CCSA meeting also agreed
that selected groups of foreigners be allowed to enter the kingdom but they have
to undergo a 14-day quarantine.
 Foreigners allowed to enter the kingdom included Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) Business Travel Card (ABTC) holders from low-risk
COVID-19 countries such as New Zealand, Australia, Singapore, Malaysia, South
Korea, Japan, China and Hong Kong.
 “Special tourist visa (STV) holders who can stay up to 9 months in the kingdom
are expected to arrive next month,” he said at a press conference.
 He added that 150 Chinese nationals holding the STV were scheduled to arrive in
Phuket on October 8 followed by another Chinese group on October 25.



Meanwhile the Center for COVID-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) has come out to
say that it would start to allow more tourists to come into Thailand.
 CCSA started the emergency on March 26 th and has been extended 6-times now
 October 8th would be the 1st lot to enter Thailand in Phuket.
 There would be 120 tourists who would be on that flight

 All have to go through the 14-days quarantine


Market pundits predict that Finansa (FNS)’s bid to take control of MK Real Estate
Development (MK) by purchasing MK stocks at 3.10 baht a share will be unsuccessful.
 MK Real Estate Development is once again is a target for takeover, after a
previous bid by Prateep Tangmatitham, chief executive officer of Supalai, failed
in 2018. This time, Finansa is seeking to leverage its status as MK’s largest
stockholder, with 18.80 per cent followed by the 12.20 per cent held by Prateep.
 FNS’ board recently agreed to offer other MK stockholders 3.10 baht a
share in a planned purchase worth 2.766 billion baht.
 Prateep declined the offer, saying he still saw growth potential in MK.
 Although one needs to notice that FNS and MK both have the same Chief
Executive Officer – Vorasit Pokachaiyapat.



Embattled Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha came out to say that a new Finance
Minister would be in place by ‘next week’ after former FinMin Preedee Daochai resigned
on September 1, 2020.
 Prayut says the new FinMin has to be strong and has to be knowledgeable
 He said that none of the names that have been mentioned are going to be
the people who would take the job

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------General News


Thailand logged 22 new COVID-19 cases including 16 Thai soldiers who returned from
South Sudan on a UN peacekeeping mission, and zero fatalities over the last 24 hours,
bringing the tally to 3,545 cases and 59 fatalities.

 Other new cases include 4 Indian nationals from India, a 24-year-old Thai
studying in the Philippines and a 13-year-old Thai student arriving from Pakistan.


The Office of the Private Education Commission (Opec) has set up a special committee
to investigate all 43 Sarasas private schools for more cases of student abuse following an
incident at Sarasas Witaed Ratcha-phruek School which provoked outrage among parents
and the public.
 According to Opec, there have been recent complaints about bullying and
inappropriate punishments at 34 Sara-sas schools.
 The Ministry of Education has come out to say that they may close the
close down
 Sarasas Witaed Ratcha-phruek School’s problems have risen after it was found
that many more children were abused and beaten during their school hours
 It was also found that the teacher at the centre of all the problem was not a
teacher but became a teacher although she only had completed 9 th grade
education
 Another ‘English’ teacher from Philippines was actually not a teacher but
a tourist in Thailand who was working there illegally

Political News Headlines in Thai Media


In Thailand, there was a thriving resistance movement headed by then-regent Pridi
Banomyong. Allies to the resistance included such powerful figures as Police Chief Adul
Aduldejajaras (Luang Adul) and Tawee Bunyaket.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/18332/the-oral-history-of-seri-thai-part-two/



Prime Minister Prayut Chan o-cha said on Monday that he personally does not want a
pro-democracy rally to take place on October 14 but he will follow the law.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/18985/thailand-will-be-unlivable-if-protestorsmanage-to-topple-him-and-they-want-the-govt-to-use-force-on-them-claims-pm/



The Center for COVID-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) said on Monday that it
approved reopening the country’s borders to welcome foreign visitors, both short and
long term, according to local media.
o Linkhttps://www.thaienquirer.com/18982/ccsa-welcomes-six-groups-of-foreigntravellers-hoping-to-stimulate-thai-economy/



The events of the past week had prompted lots of speculation about what is happening
with Thailand’s largest political party, Pheu Thai, after its chief strategist – Khunying
Sudarat Keyuraphan – resigned abruptly.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/18941/analysis-it-was-time-for-sudarat-to-go-ifpheu-thai-did-not-want-to-be-the-democrats-2-0/



Thailand’s government said on Tuesday that it had discovered 22 new cases of
coronavirus in the last 24 hours in state quarantine.
o Linkhttps://www.thaienquirer.com/18957/thailand-discovers-22-new-cases-ofcoronavirus-in-state-quarantine-on-monday/



2020 is undoubtedly the year of abnormality. Although Covid-19 has introduced many
“new normals” to our lives, Thailand’s political divide remains unbridged and as wide as
it ever was.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/18949/opinion-thailands-patronage-decoupling/



In Thailand, there was a thriving resistance movement headed by then-regent Pridi
Banomyong. Allies to the resistance included such powerful figures as Police Chief Adul
Aduldejajaras (Luang Adul) and Tawee Bunyaket.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/18332/the-oral-history-of-seri-thai-part-two/



A former aide to Deputy Prime Minister Prawit Wongsuwan has dismissed rumours of
former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra returning to Thailand as royally-bestowed
prime minister.

o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/news/30395250?utm_source=category&utm_mediu
m=internal_referral


National flag day saw people gather for a grand flag-raising ceremony at the monument
to King Rama VI in front of Lumpini Park on Monday.
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/news/30395272?utm_source=category&utm_mediu
m=internal_referral



Nine men who besieged the Bangkok home of prominent pro-democracy activist Ekachai
Hongkangwan were charged with causing a disturbance on Monday.
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/news/30395265?utm_source=category&utm_mediu
m=internal_referral



Kamron Komolsupakit was elected 22nd president of the Bangkok Metropolitan Council
on Monday, replacing Niran Praditkul whose term expired on September 25.
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/news/30395258?utm_source=category&utm_mediu
m=internal_referral



A former candidate for Thailand’s Seri Ruam Thai political party, and a Chinese man,
were today sentenced to 50 years in prison after they, along with two other Chinese
nationals, were found guilty of drug trafficking.
o Linkhttps://www.thaipbsworld.com/former-candidate-for-seri-ruam-thai-partygiven-50-years-for-drug-trafficking/



In a move never before attempted by any Thai politician, opposition MP Rangsiman
Rome has proposed a “new deal” between the people and the monarchy to ensure that
Thailand becomes a “real democratic constitutional monarchy”.
o Linkhttps://www.thaipbsworld.com/the-young-lawmaker-who-shatters-thailandsdeepest-taboo/

Economic News Headlines in Thai Media



Amendments have been made to the market monopoly law, the Royal Thai Government
Gazette announced last week.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/18971/thailand-revises-monopoly-laws-to-closemergers-loopholes/



The Satellite Terminal 1 (SAT-1) extension to Suvarnabhumi Airport is now more than
95 per cent complete while its transport link with the existing terminal should be ready by
April next year, said Airports of Thailand (AOT) president Nitinai Sirismatthakarn on
Monday.
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/news/30395259?utm_source=category&utm_mediu
m=internal_referral



Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha said on Monday that he will disclose the name of the
new finance minister next week, adding that the post will be taken up by a well-known
person.
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/business/30395252?utm_source=category&utm_me
dium=internal_referral



The Government Lottery Office (GLO) is planning to hold a public referendum on online
lottery in March next year to decide on the future of online betting.
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/news/30395267?utm_source=category&utm_mediu
m=internal_referral



An expert predicts that Finansa (FNS)’s bid to take control of MK Real Estate
Development (MK) by purchasing MK stocks at Bt3.10 will be unsuccessful.
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/news/30395276?utm_source=category&utm_mediu
m=internal_referral



The National Hazardous Substances Committee (NHSC) on Monday ruled in favour of
consumer groups to keep its ban on the use of paraquat and chlorpyrifos in Thailand's
agricultural sector.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1993211/nhsc-votes-to-keepban-on-toxic-farm-



Uncertainties in domestic politics, economic policies and the external front over the past
14 years led to losses to Thailand's GDP worth 4.9 trillion baht, according to a research
paper.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1993147/headwinds-cause-major-b49tn-loss



Hoteliers in Koh Samui are gearing up to welcome an influx of tourists with health
volunteers at each alternative local state quarantine (ALSQ) site to ensure the safety of
tourists and locals if new infections are detected.
o Linkhttps://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1993391/koh-samui-alsqs-preparedfor-new-visitors



The Electrical Vehicle Association of Thailand (EVAT) vows to make charging outlets
for electric vehicles (EVs) more widespread, similar to ATMs, to help the government
reach its goal to increase EV production to 30% of total automotive output in the country
by 2030.
o Linkubiquity



https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1993243/evat-aims-for-ev-outlet-

MAI-listed developer Proud Real Estate Plc expects to close sales of a luxury condo
project in Hua Hin by next April as wealthy Thai buyers shift to local destinations.
o Linkhttps://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1993179/proud-hopes-to-close-huahin-condo-sales-by-april

Issues to be watched out for

 September, 2020 - The Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking
(JSCCIB) is planning to hire a consultancy to conduct an in-depth analysis on pros and
cons of the highly controversial Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for TransPacific Partnership (CPTPP) in a bid to renew its call for the government to join the pact
next year.
 September 2020 – Recruitment of new board members of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunication Commission (NBTC) is set to kick off.

 September 30, 2020 – The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) is set to extend the revised
equity short-selling regulations from June 30 to September 30 as stock market volatility
remains high in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic.
 September 30, 2020 – The government is expected to lift lockdown restrictions imposed
under the emergency decree.
 October, 2020 – The bidding for construction and operation for the 140-billion-baht
Orange Line western extension linking the Thailand Cultural Centre with Bang Khun
Non.
 October, 2020 – The Thailand Grand Prix was rescheduled after being postponed due to
the coronavirus outbreak.
 October 12, 2020 – Deadline for applications for the RECO Young Designer Competition
hosted by Indorama Ventures Plc (IVL).
 October 14, 2020 - The anniversary of the 1973 student uprising.
 October 27, 2020 – The Central Bankruptcy Court is set for first hearings for Nok Airlines
regarding the rehabilitation process.
 November 1, 2020 – The next parliamentary session will begin.
Key Data
SET Index


1,263.02

Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html

Global Commodities
 Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/
 Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/
 Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND

+18.08

Global Equity Market’s Movements
 Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/
Asian Equity Markets Movement
 Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/

Information on September 28, 2020
Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management
Stock Code

APP
APP
BKI
BLA
CCET
CCET
CPN
CPF
COMAN
ECL
EP
GULF
HANA
IVL
MINT
M
MTC
PLANET
RJH
RJH
SSP
SITHAI
SUN

Volume

Value

17,000
30,000
40,000
57,800
300,000
1,500,000
40,000
3,000
2,800
100,000
70,000
1,727
20,000
50,000
32,000
164,087,977
3,300
50,000
10,000
1,300
210,000
23,500
50,000

XD, XE or XM or other notifications

Action

2.64
2.66
282
17.3
2.5
2.38
41.75
27.49
2.42
0.84
3.7
30
45
21.1
20.3
51.5
1.37
22.25
22.5
7
0.52
2.74

Sale
Sale
Sale
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Purchase
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Purchase
Purchase
Sale
Purchase
Sale
Transfer
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Sale
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase

For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on
http://www.set.or.th/set/calendarofevents.do

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand
Daily as of 28 Sep 2020
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type
Local Institutions
Proprietary
Trading
Foreign Investors
Local Individuals

Buy
Value
4,565.76
5,274.19
14,562.04
16,890.85

%
11.06
12.77

Sell
Value
2,516.73
5,063.49

35.27
40.91

15,778.12
17,934.50

%
6.09
12.26

Net
Value
2,049.03
210.7

%
-

38.21
43.43

-1,216.08
-1,043.65

-

Monthly Cumulative between 1 - 28 Sep 2020
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type
Local Institutions
Proprietary
Trading
Foreign Investors
Local Individuals

Buy
Value
75,389.23
103,339.47
305,928.92
346,802.69

%
9.07
12.43

Sell
Value
87,798.09
100,691.00

36.79
41.71

323,616.95
319,354.27

%
10.56
12.11

Net
Value
-12,408.86
2,648.47

%
-

38.92
38.41

-17,688.02
27,448.41

-

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan - 28 Sep 2020
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type
Local Institutions
Proprietary
Trading
Foreign Investors
Local Individuals

Buy
Value
%
1,259,942.48 10.94
1,194,987.80 10.38

Sell
Value
%
1,191,304.54 10.35
1,192,354.69 10.36

Net
Value
68,637.94
2,633.11

4,045,973.85 35.14

4,318,146.57 37.5

5,013,016.09 43.54

4,812,114.43 41.79

272,172.72
200,901.66

Total Trading Value 41,292.84 Million Baht
Background Information –

%
-

The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the
Election Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019


https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24



List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf
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