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Economic News


Embattled Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha yesterday announced a new round of
economic relief worth 210 billion baht. The package includes:
 A cash distribution of 7,000 baht over 2 months for 30 million people
affected by curbs on businesses and movement during the 2nd wave of the
Covid-19 outbreak. Informal workers, freelancers, and the unemployed are
included.
 A reduction of electricity and tap water charges for 2 months for around
23.7 million users, mainly small businesses and low-income households.
 Extension of various concessions offered to borrowers by state banks; 7
state banks which have 268 billion baht available to lend to those affected
groups as well as soft loans to eligible businesses.
 Reduction in land and building taxes by 90 per cent for another year to
relieve people’s burden.
 Gen Prayut insisted that the government had enough money to support the new
Covid-related financial measures, adding that he had asked the Ministry of

Finance to get ready to arrange a budget for a cash subsidy under the “Rao
Chana” [We Win] of 3,500 baht a month for 2 months along with other financial
assistance over 2 months. The Ministry was asked to work out the eligibility
criteria and the number of eligible people to present to the cabinet next week.
 The government has about 209 billion baht to meet the additional expenses and
can also draw from 260 billion baht surplus from another program to support
fresh stimulus.
 The government expects to open online registration on the website www.เรา
ชนะ.com by the end of this month, with plans to give away the monthly 3,500baht cash handout in February and March. The exact date for signing up for the
relief measure has yet to be confirmed.
 Krisada Chinavicharana, the permanent secretary for finance, said the eligibility
criteria for the 3,500-baht relief measure will be different from the “Rao Mai
Thing Kan (We will not leave anyone behind) measure”. The government aims to
provide financial assistance to all people affected by the outbreak as the ministry
based its calculation on its database that covers the whole population 66 million
people.
 Other measures include reductions in electricity and tap water charges for
February and March.
 The electricity bill reductions will be applied to every household across the
country for 2 months, February and March, with the first 90 units spent free of
charge. The water bills for all households and small businesses will also be
reduced by 10 per cent of the total charges in the February and March invoices.

 The new economic relief package will be forwarded for an approval in principal
from the cabinet on January 19 when it may also consider extending state-funded
programs to boost domestic spending and tourism after current curbs are lifted.

 Deputy Prime Minister and Energy Minister Supattanapong Punmeechaow
insisted that the new relief package would not require the government to seek
additional loans but said the government would need to take out more loans if the
outbreak continues or another wave hits the country. As for the reduction of
electricity and tap water charges for 2 months, the government has earmarked a 9billion-baht budget to fund the water and power bill subsidy programme by
reducing 4 state enterprises’ income contribution to the government.


The new wave of the Covid-19 outbreak has wreaked havoc on the Thai property sector
as the Real Estate Information Center (REIC) warned that the outbreak could cause the
sector to fall by 10 per cent, the lowest in 5 years.
 REIC director-general Wichai Viratakaphan said the 2nd wave of the pandemic is
likely to cause the property market nationwide to fall by 20 per cent this year in
the worst-case scenario.
 The 2nd wave of the pandemic caused the REIC to reassess the outlook for the
industry under a base case scenario. All figures across the board related to the
residential sector will drop this year to the lowest in 5 years, compared with the
2011 major floods.



The Bank of Thailand (BoT) has moved to support debtors including credit card debtors
by asking commercial banks, non-bank lenders and state-run banks to provide assistance
to both workers and businesses affected by the economic fallout as a result of the surge of
the outbreak.

 BoT deputy governor Ronadol Numnonda said the BoT had asked financial
institutions to support lenders. For personal loans, customers could pay in 48
instalments or more with annual interest not more than 22 per cent.
 Some banks and non-bank lenders have already extended debt payments with up
to 99 instalments.
 Borrowers who put up their vehicles as collateral will be offered a cut of at least
30 per cent on instalments with annual interest not more than 22 per cent. Hire
purchase borrowers can delay debt payment by up to 3 months. Mortgage
borrowers can delay payment of principal and interest by 3 months, or extend
debt payment by 3 months with a rate cut.
 Banks will also offer new assistance for corporate clients both large and small.
They will receive debt restructuring, debt holidays, or changes from short-term to
longer-term debt, he said.
 Banks will also offer loans to support liquidity for businesses. Banks should also
consider allowing SMEs to delay debt payment on loans of up to 100 million
baht.
 Borrowers could apply for assistance until June 30.
 The central bank wants to see banks and clients accelerate debt restructuring,
which will be the answer to the problem in the long run, Ronadol said.


The airline industry continues to see the new wave of the Covid-19 outbreak ripping apart
their businesses.
 Thai AirAsia (TAA) said the impact of the outbreak on its business is severe, with
the average load factor taking a nosedive since the new outbreak began.

 TAA, which offers 5 direct flights a day to Phuket, saw the number of passengers
on its direct flight dropping to 10-20 from more than 100 per flight, says
Tassapon Bijleveld, executive chairman of Asia Aviation (AAV), the largest
shareholder of TAA.
 Tassapon said until now the airline industry has yet to receive financial aid from
the government after the government promised to make available 24 billion baht
in soft loans after the industry submitted its request since May last year.
 Tassapon said TAA and other others have given up hopes on this financial aid
proposal and tried to assist themselves. TAA is now speeding up the loan process
to financial institutions and the issuance of debentures within the next 1-2 years.
 Suvarnabhumi airport managing director Sutheerawat Suwannawat reported a
drop in passenger numbers from the daily average of 27,000 passengers to no
more than 8,000.

Political News


The Internal Security Operations Command (Isoc) came under fire from social media
users for the high cost of solar installations in Chiang Mai’s Omkoi district.
 The Isoc came under fire after a document was unveiled by and shared among
netizens about the installation of 210 kilowatts of solar panel by the Isoc Region 3
Forward Command in the remoted district of Chiang Mai worth during April
2019. The installation came at the high cost of 45,205,000 baht.



As part of its fight to contain the spread of Covid-19, Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-ocha came out to announce plans to set up 2 committees in charge of investigating illegal
gambling dens and trafficking of migrant workers.
 He said Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam was instructed to proceed
with the appointment of the 2 committees.

 Gen Prayut also urged members of the public to inform the government directly
through 5 channels which he said allowed them to communicate with the Prime
Minister directly. The 5 channels are hotline 1111, Government House, PO Box
1111, website www.1111.co.th, the app PSC1111 and the government’s
complaint centre.


Meanwhile, 5 police generals were found embezzling Covid-19 funds, according to a
report by police inspector-general Pol Gen Wissanu Prasarttong-Osoth.
 Pol Gen Wissanu who chairs the police’s committee looking into Covid-19
allowances said the committee found a total of 189 police officers including 5
senior officers with the rank of “general” and 48 police officers the rank of
“colonel”. Some of these senior police officers have faced serious disciplinary
action while others are entering the process of punishments including criminal
charges to be brought against them by the National Anti-Corruption Commission.
 The investigation came after national police chief Pol Gen Suwat Jangyodsuk’s
order to the police inspector-general to set up a probe panel to look into alleged
corruption in Covid-19 allowances worth more than 2.521 billion baht allocated to
police offers to award them for setting up operations to suppress the outbreak
during March 27 0 June 30, 2020.



Thailand discovered 287 new cases of Covid-19, taking the total number of cases in the
country to 10,834, with fatality remaining at 67. Of these new cases, 278 are locally
transmitted cases across 59 provinces.



The 2nd round of local elections at all levels nationwide has been set on March 21
following the cabinet’s approval yesterday.

 The cabinet yesterday agreed for municipal elections at all levels to be held
nationwide as proposed by the Election Commission (EC) with polling tentatively
scheduled for March 21.
 However, the exact date is to be announced by the EC. EC secretary-general Pol
Col Jarungvith Phumma informed cabinet of his agency’s preparedness to hold
elections for the mayors and councillors of municipalities of all levels - tambon,
muang and nakhon - throughout the country.
 It is said that the EC has set a total budget of 8.657 billion baht for the 2 nd round
of the elections of the municipalities, tambon administration organisations
(TAOs) and Pattaya mayor.


Meanwhile, the cabinet has yet to finalise elections in Bangkok, which has been
designated a red zone due to the outbreak.
 Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam said the cabinet has yet to decide on
when the Bangkok gubernatorial contest and Bangkok district councillor polls
will take place, citing the issue concerning the election of Bangkok district
councillors. He said currently related laws regarding the election of Bangkok
district councillors are still being debated in the parliament.
 However, another report said the issue of concern is that Bangkok has been
designated a “red zone” province. Bangkok’s gubernatorial election is unlikely to
happen soon.



Digital Economy and Society (DES) Minister Buddhipongse Punnakanta has set January
14 as the deadline for pro-democracy protest leaders Parit Chiwarak and Panusaya
Sithijirawattanakul---who are now among a number of people facing lese majeste charges
in connection with the anti-government protests---to come in person and acknowledge
their charges of violating the Computer Crime Act.

 The DES Ministry’s division for technology and information technology crime
suppression and prevention also submitted a number of court-approved orders
regarding online lese majeste acts to the foreign companies which own Facebook,
YouTube, Twitter and a number of websites along with a request to suspend
public access to 9,192 posts containing lese majeste content. Of these, 5,308 posts
have been brought down with 3,884 posts remained.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------General News


Thailand logged 287 new coronavirus cases, 278 of them local transmissions, bringing
the total to 10,834. No new deaths were reported, leaving the accumulated toll at 67.
 Taweesilp Visanuyothin, spokesman of the Centre for Covid-19 Situation
Administration (CCSA), said 278 new cases were local transmissions, and 9 were
quarantined arrivals.
 They included 51 cases in Samut Sakhon province, 31 in Bangkok, 6 in Ang
Thong and 9 in Samut Prakan.
 Quarantined arrival cases came from China (1), Japan (1), the United States (2),
the United Arab Emirates (1), the United Kingdom (2), Indonesia (1) and India
(1).
 Of the total 10,834 cases, 6.732 had recovered, including 166 discharged over the
previous 24 hours, and 4,035 were receiving treatment, including 28 who were
seriously ill, Dr Taweesilp said.



Indian badminton star Saina Nehwal has been cleared to compete at the Yonex Thailand
Open in Bangkok, despite testing positive for Covid-19.

 Former world No.1 Nehwal was one of four players who tested positive before the
start of the six-day event at Impact Arena, Muang Thong Thani. The other three
are all men: Indian international HS Prannoy, Jones Ralfy Jansen of Germany and
Adham Hatem Elgamal from Egypt.
 The Badminton World Federation (BWF) and Badminton Association of Thailand
(BAT) announced Tuesday night that after further tests, Nehwal, Prannoy and
Jansen had been cleared to play in the first round on Wednesday but Elgamal had
been withdrawn.


Gangs in Taiwan, China and Thailand have colluded to smuggle ketamine into Thailand
for re-export to lucrative markets in Malaysia and Hong Kong, a source in the Office of
the Narcotics Control Board (ONCB) has revealed.
 The revelation was made after "powdered milk ketamine", a new variant of the
drug, was found to have killed seven people in Bangkok this week.
 The Royal Thai Police said it could not yet confirm whether the substance, which
looks like powdered milk, was a combination of ketamine and sleeping pills as
speculated. Results of the autopsies on the victims have yet to be released.
 According to an expert, the "powdered milk ketamine" was mainly composed of
four substances -- ketamine, heroin, ice and a sleeping pill called "Rosé"
(ramelteon, commonly prescribed under the brand name Rozerem). Three other
substances found were sodium pentothai, pencuronium bromide and potassium
chloride, which are used to execute prisoners, according to the academic.



A physician at the Police General Hospital who conducted a test on two samples of
seized "powdered milk ketamine", found near dead victims on Tuesday, revealed that the
tests detected the presence of four substances -- ketamine, heroin, ecstasy and a sleeping
pill called diazepam.

 Pol Maj Gen Thanit Jirananthawat said the combined effects of the various drugs,
which together harm human organs, can easily be fatal.
 Meanwhile, Metropolitan Police Bureau chief Phukphong Phongpetra on Tuesday
gave an update regarding investigations into the ketamine that has so far killed
seven people.
 Pol Lt Gen Phukphong said that six of them were believed to have died
immediately after taking the drug.


Veteran media executive of the Matichon Group, Thakoon Boonparn, passed away
yesterday after battling cancer for a year. He was 59.
 Thakoon died peacefully at his home. His funeral will be held at Wat Samian
Nari in Bangkok.
 He was born on Dec 18, 1961 and received a bachelor's degree in international
relations at Chulalongkorn University. He began his career in 1984 as a reporter
at Matichon, a major Thai-language national daily newspaper, before switching
to Prachachat Turakij as a financial reporter, later being promoted to news editor.

Political News Headlines in Thai Media


A 23-year-old woman was arrested in Bangkok on Tuesday in possession of three small
bags of the drug known as Yah K-Nom Phong (ยาเคนมผง), or “K-Powdered Milk”, which
has been linked to six deaths in the capital over the weekend.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/22778/woman-arrested-in-bangkok-after-newdrug-cocktail-k-powdered-milk-kills-six/



Thailand’s government said on Tuesday that it had found 287 new coronavirus cases in
the past 24 hours.

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/22765/thailand-finds-287-coronavirus-cases-inthe-past-24-hours/


Police arrested four suspected traffickers of illicit drug cocktail known locally as "Kpowdered milk" in Bangkok on Tuesday.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2049807/drug-cocktailtrafficking-suspects-held



Bangkok will probably get to vote for its Governor some time in 2021. Emphasis on the
‘probably,’ because even an agency tasked with organizing elections doesn’t even know
for sure.
o Link- https://www.khaosodenglish.com/politics/2021/01/12/ec-bangkokgubernatorial-election-likely-this-year-maybe/



Flood levels began to drop in Pattani city on Tuesday as water pressure eased on the dam
that guards the southern metropolis.
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/news/30401120?utm_source=category&utm_mediu
m=internal_referral



Thammasat University Hospital in Pathum Thani province has set up a field hospital in
the province to serve asymptomatic patients or those having mild symptoms.
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/news/30401116?utm_source=category&utm_mediu
m=internal_referral



Thakoon Boonparn, an executive who helped shape Matichon Group into one of the most
influential publishing houses in Thailand died of cancer on Tuesday. He was 59.
o Link- https://www.khaosodenglish.com/news/2021/01/12/thakoon-boonparnnewspaper-veteran-who-foresaw-the-paperless-era-dies-at-59/



Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha has asked four agencies to speed up their probes into
lese majeste cases regarding unlawful online content, and to take legal action against the
suspects, according to Digital Economy and Society Minister Buddhipongse Punnakanta.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2049803/speed-up-lesemajeste-probe-pm



The cabinet on Tuesday passed a resolution for municipal elections at all levels to be held
nationwide, as proposed by the Election Commission (EC), with polling tentatively
scheduled for March 21.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2049747/municipal-electionstentatively-set-for-march-21

Economic News Headlines in Thai Media


Thai social security contributions are to be lowered from 5 to 3 per cent for three months
from January following approval by the cabinet Tuesday.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/22787/thailand-boosts-unemployment-benefitsand-cuts-taxes-to-help-citizens-face-covid-costs/



The cabinet on Tuesday approved measures to lower utility bills, give cash handouts and
provide more soft loans to mitigate the economic impacts of the second wave of the
coronavirus outbreak.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/22772/thai-government-lowers-consumer-billsto-help-face-covid-19-crisis/



Beleaguered flag carrier Thai Airways International outlined plans to stay afloat until
April or May, as it prepares to meet an extended deadline to submit its rehabilitation plan
to the Central Bankruptcy Court on February 2.
o Linkhttps://www.thaienquirer.com/22768/thai-airways-liquidity-enough-foranother-four-months-company-says/



Surapong Laoha-Unya, chairman and chief executive officer of BTS Group, said the
company had increased train frequency to 2:25 minutes per arrival from 2.40 minutes to
support social distancing despite the drop in the number of passengers recently.
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/news/30401118?utm_source=category&utm_mediu
m=internal_referral



The Cabinet on Tuesday approved measures proposed by the Office of the National
Economics and Social Development Council (NESDC) to help alleviate the people’s

financial burden during the latest Covid-19 outbreak, Prime Minister General Prayut
Chan-o-cha announced after the meeting.
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/news/30401111?utm_source=category&utm_mediu
m=internal_referral


Central Pattana Plc is piloting free counter service space for delivery and take-away food
in order to help spur sales for 300 of its tenant restaurants at 18 branches of Central
Pattana shopping centres nationwide.
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/news/30401112?utm_source=category&utm_mediu
m=internal_referral



The Labour Ministry is gathering a list of more than 58,000 available positions to help
workers made jobless by the fresh Covid-19 outbreak.
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/news/30401108?utm_source=category&utm_mediu
m=internal_referral



Some 200 Thais working in casinos across the border in Myanmar, along with some who
have crossed over illegally for work or to gamble are now asking to return home, 3rd
Army commander Lt-General Apichet Suesat said.
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/news/30401101?utm_source=category&utm_mediu
m=internal_referral



Non-performing loans (NPL) of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) have risen
to Bt229 billion, or 6 per cent of the country’s total loans, due to impact from the Covid19 pandemic, the Federation of Thai SMEs said.
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/news/30401094?utm_source=category&utm_mediu
m=internal_referral



Klong Toey Market, a major wet market in central Bangkok, will be closed for three
days, starting from today after a vendor tested positive for Covid-19.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2049855/klong-toey-marketcloses-after-vendor-tests-positive



The government will not block private hospitals from importing Covid-19 vaccines, said
the Thai Food and Drug Administration (FDA) on Tuesday. However, the vaccines must
be approved and registered with the FDA, said its secretary-general Dr Paisan Dankhum.
o Linkhttps://www.nationthailand.com/news/30401126?utm_source=category&utm_mediu
m=internal_referral

Issues to be watched out for
 January, 2021 – The opposition is planning to file a no-confidence motion against the
government, the 2nd round of a censure debate the current administration is facing.
 January, 2021 – The parliament is set to deliberate the charter amendment bills in the 2 nd
reading.
 January 2021 – The World Bank will review Thailand’s economic growth outlook.
 January, 2021 – Charoen Pokphand Foods Plc (CPF) is preparing to issue 5 series of
debentures with tenors of 2 years to 12 years to retail, institutional and high net worth
investors.
 January 18, 2021 – The reconciliation committee to ease the political tensions is
scheduled for the 1st meeting at 13.30 hrs. at the parliament.
 January 27, 2021 – The Constitutional Court is set to rule on Democrat Party MP for
Nakhon Si Thammarat Thepthai Senpong’s MP status following the Election
Commission’s petition.
 February, 2021 – The Legal Execution Department plans to open the auction for the Dhara
Dhevi Hotel Chiang Mai next month at a price of 2.116 billion baht.
 February, 2021 – A law amendment bill that allows women with pregnancies of not more
than 12 weeks to get an abortion is to take effect.

 February, 2, 2021 – Thai Airways International Plc (THAI) said it will submit a
rehabilitation plan to the Central Bankruptcy Court, postponed from the original schedule
on January 2, 2021.
 February 3, 2021 – The Bank of Thailand (BoT)’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)’s
next meeting to review policy interest rate.
 February 28, 2021 – Tentative date for municipality elections and the election of tambon
administrative organizations (TAOs).
 February 28, 2021 – The current parliamentary session is scheduled to end.
 March 31, 2021 – The government’s half-half co-payment scheme is set to end.
 April, 2021 – Thai Airways International Plc (THAI) expects the Central Bankruptcy
Court to consider its rehab blueprint for approval.
 April 2021 – The Batong Airport is scheduled to be opened after being postponed from
February due to the resurgence of the Covid-19.
 April, 2021 – The central bank plans to officially implement the new rule on the rate of
penalty imposed on loan defaulters in a bid to ease borrowers’ burdens and motivate them
to repay their debts.

Key Data

SET Index



1,539.85

Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html

Global Commodities
 Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/
 Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/

+3.36

 Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND

Global Equity Market’s Movements
 Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/
Asian Equity Markets Movement
 Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/

Information on January 12, 2020
Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management
Stock Code
BKI
BLA
BJC
BJC
CCET
EP
FPI
KEX
KEX
KEX
KEX
MPG
RT
SAMART
SUN
TMILL
TMILL
TFG
TSTE
SPG
THG
THG
THG

Volume
2,000
100,000
19,917,600
19,917,600
1,000,000
13,600
50,000
1,000,000
3,000,000
3,500,000
2,000,000
167,000,000
100,000
309,250
10,000
227,200
11,100
300,000
3,100
2,200,000
200,000
142,400
107,600

Value
272
25
35.5
35.5
2.4
4.7
1.46
52
52
52
52
0.3
1.99
0.11
4.9
3.24
3.26
5.25
6.75
16
26.75
26.75
27

Action
Purchase
Sale
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase

THG
THG
UAC
UTP

15,000
185,000
5,000
100,000

26.75
27
3.94
14.6

Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Sale

XD, XE or XM or other notifications
For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on
http://www.set.or.th/set/calendarofevents.do

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand

Daily as of 12 Jan 2021
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type
Local Institutions
Proprietary
Trading
Foreign Investors
Local Individuals

Buy
Value
6,976.54
10,323.16
33,280.51
39,583.64

%
7.74
11.45

Sell
Value
9,204.60
9,194.70

36.91
43.9

32,476.30
39,288.25

%
10.21
10.2

Net
Value
-2,228.06
1,128.46

%
-

36.02
43.57

804.21
295.39

-

Monthly Cumulative between 1 - 12 Jan 2021
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type
Local Institutions
Proprietary
Trading
Foreign Investors
Local Individuals

Buy
Value
70,188.59
84,657.60
263,360.21
359,006.21

%
9.03
10.89

Sell
Value
67,959.66
82,372.08

33.89
46.19

257,799.33
369,081.54

%
8.74
10.6

Net
Value
2,228.93
2,285.52

%
-

33.17
47.49

5,560.88
-10,075.33

-

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan - 12 Jan 2021
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type
Local Institutions
Proprietary
Trading
Foreign Investors

Buy
Value
70,188.59
84,657.60
263,360.21

%
9.03
10.89

Sell
Value
67,959.66
82,372.08

33.89

257,799.33

%
8.74
10.6

Net
Value
2,228.93
2,285.52

%
-

33.17

5,560.88

-

Local Individuals

359,006.21

46.19

369,081.54

47.49

-10,075.33

-

Total Trading Value 90,163.85 Million Baht
Background Information –
The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the
Election Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019


https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24



List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf
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