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Economic News 

 The House’s special committee following up on 3 executive decrees authorising the 

government to borrow for economic and social rehabilitation to alleviate the effects of the 

Covid-19 outbreak unanimously voted to support amendments to the soft loan royal 

decree to provide greater financial relief coverage to business operators affected by the 

outbreak. 

 

 The committee chairman Paiboon Nititawan said the committee will propose the 

resolution to Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha today and ask him to 

exercise his powers under Section 172 of the constitution to enact a new soft loan 

decree in a speedy manner. 

 

 The committee’s move came following discussions with the Office of the Council 

of State, the Bank of Thailand and the Fiscal Policy Office (FPO). The proposal is 

expected to reach Gen Prayut today. 

 

 Business sectors have complained about the government’s 500-billion-baht soft 

loan programs amid difficulties posed by the soft loan. Merely, 120 billion baht 

has been disbursed. 

 



 

 

 Meanwhile, the business sector proposed the government to raise the amount of cash in 

the 3
rd

 phase of the co-payment or half-half payment scheme to 5,000 baht as well as 

raise the number of recipients. 

 

 The Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) yesterday proposed a number of measures 

to boost liquidity for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) under the 500-

billion-baht soft loan programme to relieve the impact of the ongoing outbreak. 

 

 The measures include: 

 

 Unlimited loan values and controlled interest rates are aimed at easing 

borrowers’ difficulties in gaining loans and not burden them 

excessively during the amortisation period. 

 

 Maximum 5 per cent interest rate per annum for the first 5 years. 

 

 A 1 per cent reduction of minimum interest rates for all types of loan 

grants, minimum lending rate (MLR), minimum overdraft rate (MOR) 

and minimum retail rate (MRR). 

 

 Principal cut during amortisation to reduce loan value. 

 

 Loan guarantee with maximum claim of 40 per cent by the Thai 

Credit Guarantee Corporation.  

 

 The body said the 2
nd

 wave of the pandemic has caused a drop in the Thailand 

Industrial Sentiment Index (TISI) for the 1
st
 time in 8-months, a period during 

which businesses had been hopeful for an improved economic outlook as the 

outbreak had subdued. 

 

 TISI decreased to 85.8 in December of last year from 87.4 points in 

November. 



 

 

 

 The FTI is scheduled to meet with the Bank of Thailand to discuss its proposal 

tomorrow. 

 

 Domestic car sales may drop 5.3% this year, after a 21.4 per cent slump last year, amid a 

recent outbreak of the coronavirus, the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) said. 

 

 Sales are targeted at 750,000 cars in 2021 after 792,146 vehicles sold last year, 

the FTI said.  

 

 Thailand is a regional vehicle production and export base for the world's top 

carmakers. Car production is expected at 1.5 million vehicles this year, half of 

which would be exported and the other half sold domestically. That compares to 

the 1.43 million produced last year. 

 

 The Thai economy is projected to expand 4 per cent this year, from a projected 

contraction of 6.5 per cent in 2020, and 4.7 per cent growth in 2022, according to the 

latest World Bank Thailand Economic Monitor report “Restoring Incomes, Recovering 

Jobs” released. 

 

 The economy is expected to recover gradually, despite the second Covid-19 

wave, and growth is forecast to pick up to 4.7 per cent in 2022. However, 

recovery remains vulnerable to downside risks, including from an extended 

resurgence of the pandemic resulting in a prolonged stagnation in tourism and 

domestic activity, a weaker-than-expected global recovery that could lead to 

continuing trade and supply chain disruptions, and high household debt levels, 

the report said. 

 

 On the downside, the report found a rise in Thailand’s poverty rate to 5.2 million 

in 2020, up 1.5 million, from 3.7 million in 2019 due to the economic impact 

from the outbreak based on a poverty line of US$5.50 (or 165-170 baht) per day. 



 

 

 

 The Ministry of Finance plans to seek cabinet approval next week for a cut in the land 

and buildings tax by 90 per cent and the property transfer fee to 0.01% of property prices 

to relieve people’s burden, Finance Minister Arkhom Termpittayapaisith announced. 

 

 The latest wave of the Covid-19 outbreak has forced THAI Smile Airways to cancel 

several routes and reduce flight numbers from today to January 31, 2021 or until further 

notice. 

 

 The airline announced the cutting of the frequency of flights to key destinations 

like Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Nan, Khon Kaen, Udon Thani, Nakhon Panom, Hat 

Yai, Phuket and Narathiwat. 

 

 Passengers affected by the change are advised to alter their travel plan without 

any charge via www.thaismileair.com. Or Smile Service Center nationwide or 

Call Centre 1181, 02-118-8888 from 6.00hrs to 21.00hrs daily. 

 

 Today the Bangkok’s unit of Centre for Covid-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) is set 

to meet to decide on gradual reopening of some of the businesses. 

 

 Bangkok may see some loosening of restrictions soon for  

 

 Massage/fitness/and other businesses  

 

 But the reopening could be done by the end of the month 

 

 Details should be known later today. 

 

 

Political News 

http://www.thaismileair.com/


 

 

 The largest coalition member of the incumbent government – Bhumjai Thai party, came 

out to say that it wants the government to reconsider the extension of the Thai Chana or 

the co-payment scheme that saw the 2
nd

 phase yesterday, 

 

 Bhumjai Thai party came out to say that it wanted it because as per its 

investigation, as many as 2.5 million people who are over 18-years of age, not 

government employee or are employees of state-owned enterprises and have less 

than 300,000 baht annual revenue, that use analog phones not digital. 

 

 This they said prompted them not to be able to register for the benefits that 

the government has come out to announced for the past few months. 

 

 The co-payment for phase 3 could be opened up soon because of the success of the 1
st
 

and 2
nd

 phases (which was snapped up in less than 10 minutes yesterday) 

 

 This would depend upon how many people use the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 phase  

 

 If the number of people who don’t exercise it then it would be used for the 

3
rd

 phase. 

 

 The other reason for the 3
rd

 phase would be if the economy continues to 

remain weak. 

 

 All this will happen only after April 2021 

 

 And reports are that if the 3
rd

 phase is done then it should be done so that 20 

million people could apply for it and not just 1-2 million like in phase 1 & 2 

 

 Today the National Broadcasting & Telecommunication Commission has called all the 

telecom operators to come and give their evidence for the slow system yesterday that 

prompted many those who were looking to register unable to do so. 

 

 On the political front a report said the Phalang Pracharat Party (PPRP) may be racked by 

infighting over the party’s choice of a candidate for the Bangkok governor race, 

anticipated around the end of this year. 

 



 

 

 The issue is that PPRP leader Gen Prawit Wongsuwan and party key members 

like Capt Thammanat Prompao support former police chief Pol Gen Chakthip 

Chaijinda as a candidate for the race under the PPRP’s banner but Education 

Minister Nataphol Teepsuwan, the PPRP deputy leader, is pushing for his wife 

Thaya Teepsuwan as the party’s choice of candidate, a highly placed source with 

the PPRP said. 

 

 Nataphol was heard telling at a meeting with MPs, Bangkok district 

councillors in 35 districts and some PPRP MP candidates that he would 

introduce Thaya as a Bangkok governor candidate in February. The 

Education Minister also threatened to resign from the party’s executive 

committee to help his wife campaign for votes fully. He said Thaya may 

run as an independent candidate in the Bangkok gubernatorial race without 

the PPRP’s support.  

 

 The source also said Nataphol plans to seek a meeting with Gen Prawit 

and Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha in the next 2 weeks. There is a 

possibility that Nataphol may register for a new party if he does not get the 

support that he wants.  

 

 Gen Prawit plans to a call a meeting of the party’s executive committee members 

to discuss about the Bangkok governor election soon. There is a tendency that the 

party may not field any candidate under its banner, fuelling speculation that Pol 

Gen Chakthip may run as an independent candidate. 

 

 The opposition Pheu Thai Party geared up for future elections with a plegde to field 

candidates across 350 constituencies nationwide.  

 

 The party plans to form a committee to coordinate 21 regional zones around the 

country, says Pheu Thai Party leader Sompong Amornwiwat during a press 

briefing yesterday. 

 



 

 

 The committee is part of the party’s restructuring plan, he added.  

 

 The committee would coordinate 21 regional election zones -- 2 in the North, four 

in the Northeast, 5 in the Central Plains, 6 in Bangkok and 4 in the South. Its key 

tasks are to recruit new members who share the same political ideology as the 

party to boost its strength and gather feedback from the people. 

 

 Meanwhile the Progressive Movement co-leader Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit said he 

was unfazed by the Digital Economy and Society Ministry (DES) Ministry’s move to 

bring charges against him for violations of the lese majeste law under Section 112 of the 

Criminal Code and the Computer Crime Act following his online speech about the 

government’s vaccine deal with local pharmaceutical manufacturer, Siam Bioscience, 

that is linked to the monarchy. 

 

 Deputy DES Minister Newin Chorchaithip, Thosapol Pengsom, a vice minister 

attached to the PM’s Office and Suporn Atthawong, vice minister to the PM’s 

Office, yesterday filed a complaint with the Technology Crime Suppression 

Division (TCSD), asking it to take legal action against Thanathorn under Section 

112 of the Criminal Code, or the lese majeste law, and the Computer Crime Act.  

 

 Thosapol said Mr Thanathorn’s 30-minute video contained 11 instances that 

could be in violation of the lese majeste and computer crime laws. 

 

 In response to the government’s move, Thanathorn yesterday took to Facebook to 

call on the government to disclose details of the contract between AstraZeneca 

and Siam Bioscience as well as details of the National Vaccine Institute’s budget 

allocation to the company. He said the government’s decision to discredit him 

has made his scepticism over the matter clearer. 

 

 He raised as many as 7 points on the deal that he said would need to be 

clarified by the authorities in order to make the entire process transparent. 

 



 

 

 The army came out to admit that Mongkol Santimetakul, a volunteer guard for the youth-

led protest movement, was a former army cadet at the Infantry Centre who deserted from 

the army in December 2019. 

 

 The army’s move came after Mongkol was caught by police for who falsifying a 

statement that he was abducted off the street by the Internal Security Operations 

Command (Isoc). 

 

 The information came to light after netizens discovered and shared Facebook user 

“S. Yel Mongkhol” with a photo of him wearing an army camouflage uniform. 

The timeline of Mongkhol’s photo is in November 2019. Mongkhol is currently 

under a police investigation for his abduction claim. 

 

 The army admitted that Mongkol deserted from the army in January 2020. The 

Infantry Centre had instructed its clerk to file a complaint with police to bring him 

back to face a charge of desertion at the Military Court. The statute of limitations 

for desertion charge is 10 years. Desertion charge carries a maximum penalty of 3 

years. 

 

 The House of Representatives yesterday approved a law amendment bill that allows 

women with pregnancies of not more than 12 weeks to get an abortion. 

 



 

 

 The amendments also decriminalise doctors who perform an abortion if such 

conditions are met.  

 

 The bill amends 2 sections of the Criminal Code. 

 

 The Election Commission (EC) has verified election results for chairmen and 1,949 of the 

provincial administration organisations (PAOs) in 29 provinces. 

 

 The 29 provinces are Chainat, Nakhon Nayok, Samut Songkham, Singburi, Uthai 

Thani, Krabi, Pattani, Satun, Payao, Phitsanulok, Lamphun, Tak, Petchabun, 

Kampangpetch, Nakhon Sawan, Phrae, Lampang, Sukhothai, Nongkhai, Nong 

Bua Lam Phu, Surin, Nakhon Ratchasima, Si Sa Ket, Udon Thani, Chanthaburi, 

Trat, Prachinburi, Phetchaburi and Ratchaburi. 

 

 Ex-deputy commerce minister Banyin Tangpakorn was sentenced by a Criminal Court to 

death for the premeditated murder of Chuwong Saetang, a billionaire contractor building 

contractor. 

 

 Phra Khanong Criminal Court yesterday sentence the ex-minister to death for the 

crime. The court said the death sentence was warranted as Banyin had never 

confessed to the murder although all evidence showed the victim was slain. 

 

 In 2015, Chuwong, 50, was found dead in the passenger seat of a black Lexus 

SUV driven by Banyin after the vehicle hit a roadside tree in Suan Luang district 

of Bangkok. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

General News 

  The big news that the world was watching last night was the inauguration of the 46
th
 

president of the United States. 

 



 

 

 The swearing-in went smoothly and Biden in his maiden speech called for the 

United States to unite. 

 

 The historic swearing in saw the 1
st
 women to be the vice-president, who also 

made history by being the 1
st
 Asian American and 1

st
 Latino American. Joe Biden 

and Kamala Harris, the Democratic winners 

   

 The shake out in the United States also saw a shakeout in Thailand as the political 

appointee ambassador of Donald Trump, Michael George DeSombre, stepped down from 

the position. 

 

 DeSombre was appointed on July 17, 2019 after nearly a year of search and after 

career diplomat – Glen Davis, was called back to Washington DC by Trump. 

o  



 

 

 Meanwhile the Centre for Covid-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) yesterday reported 

59 new cases and 1 new death in the past 24 hours, including 8 asymptomatic people who 

returned from abroad. 

 

 Of the new cases, 28 were exposed to the virus while visiting high-risk areas. The 

province with the highest number of infections is Bangkok (10), followed by 

Samut Sakhon (7). 

 

 The new death is a female driver, 48, in Tak province showed various Covid 

symptoms around December 15-16. She was confirmed positive on December 27. 

She passed away on January 18 after failing to respond to treatment, according to 

CCSA deputy spokeswoman Apisamai Srirangsan. 

 

 Of the returnees, 4 are Thai nationals, 1 each from the United States, Malaysia, 

India and Germany. Also testing positive is an Icelander, a Pakistani, an 

American, and a Japanese, who flew in from their respective nations. 

 

 The Covid-19-infected Samut Sakhon governor Verasak Vichitsangsri has relapsed with 

a bacterial lung infection and brain damage, according to Dean of Faculty of Medicine 

Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University, Prasit Watanapa. 

 

 Dr Prasit announced yesterday the governor was in critical condition again and 

that the hospital needed to assess his condition every hour. The 58-year-old 

governor had been cleared of Covid-19 after he tested negative twice but the virus 

and bacteria had damaged his lungs. 

 

 Koh Si Chang was ordered into a lockdown due to rising numbers of infections and a 

worsening outbreak, the Chonburi Public Relations division has released a statement 

yesterday. 

 

 The lockdown took effect from January 20, 2021 until the situation eases. 

 



 

 

 The island is closed to tourists and non-residents, however, because the island 

disease committee is still concerned about Covid-19 cases in nearby provinces 

and districts. 

 

 Despite Chonburi being a highly controlled province and permission technically 

needed to travel to and from the province, district officials on the island are 

concerned some people from parts of Bangkok that still have infections may try to 

come. Therefore, they have decided to wait until the situation improves in the 

surrounding regions. This is entirely their district decision. They have opted to 

stay closed until further notice. 

 

 Authorities have warned of fine dust pollution in Bangkok rising in the next four days as 

a result of pollutants being trapped in the atmosphere. 

 

 Theerapat Prayoonsithi, the Prime Minister's Office permanent secretary, said he 

had asked several ministries to amplify efforts to combat health-hazardous 

PM2.5 micro dust over the city. The PM2.5 issue has been contained so far, 

thanks largely to the anti-Covid-19 measures, which include many people 

working from home.  

     

Political News Headlines in Thai Media 

 The police said on Wednesday that the pro-democracy protestor who claimed to be 

abducted by the state had lied about his abduction and they have evidence to prove it. The 

army has said the man behind the allegations may be a soldier wanted for going absent 

without leave last year. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/23139/police-say-no-truth-behind-abduction-

claims-by-pro-democracy-activist/ 

 

 Former leader of the now-disbanded Future Forward Party Thanathorn 

Juangroongruangkit has been charged with lese-majeste and computer crimes, according 

to an official memo sent to Reuters and local media on Wednesday by Thailand’s 

Ministry of Digital Economy and Society. 

https://www.thaienquirer.com/23139/police-say-no-truth-behind-abduction-claims-by-pro-democracy-activist/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/23139/police-say-no-truth-behind-abduction-claims-by-pro-democracy-activist/


 

 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/23144/lese-majeste-charges-filed-against-

thanathorn/ 

 

 Thailand’s government said on Wednesday that it had found 59 new coronavirus cases in 

the past 24 hours. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/23129/government-says-this-is-not-the-time-to-

relax-despite-lower-infection-numbers/ 

 

 Thailand was hailed by many as a model of success in coping with the coronavirus 

disease (COVID-19) pandemic. The country ranked first among countries with the 

highest rates of COVID-19 recoveries, according to the Global COVID-19 Index (GCI). 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/23119/opinion-lack-of-clarity-from-thai-

government-creates-frustration-around-covid-19-pandemic/ 

 

 With president-elect Biden due to be sworn in today, countries around the world will be 

wondering whether the United States will attempt to reclaim the mantle of global 

leadership.  

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/23114/many-challenges-await-biden-in-asia-and-

thailand-after-he-is-sworn-in/ 

 

 This article is a response to Thai Enquirer editor-in-chief Cod Satrusayang’s previous 

piece, which can be read here.  

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/23117/opinion-conservative-and-minimalist-

government-is-not-the-answer-for-a-democratic-thailand/ 

 

 Soldiers from the Fifth Infantry Regiment under the Fourth Army Area were monitoring 

the border in Songkhla's Sadao district to prevent smuggling of migrant workers from 

Malaysia on Wednesday. 

 

o Link- 

https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30401541?utm_source=category&utm_mediu

m=internal_referral 

 

 Phra Khanong Criminal Court on Wednesday sentenced former deputy commerce 

minister Banyin Tangpakorn to death for the premeditated murder of building contractor 

Chuwong Sae Tang. 

 

https://www.thaienquirer.com/23144/lese-majeste-charges-filed-against-thanathorn/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/23144/lese-majeste-charges-filed-against-thanathorn/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/23129/government-says-this-is-not-the-time-to-relax-despite-lower-infection-numbers/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/23129/government-says-this-is-not-the-time-to-relax-despite-lower-infection-numbers/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/23119/opinion-lack-of-clarity-from-thai-government-creates-frustration-around-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/23119/opinion-lack-of-clarity-from-thai-government-creates-frustration-around-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/23114/many-challenges-await-biden-in-asia-and-thailand-after-he-is-sworn-in/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/23114/many-challenges-await-biden-in-asia-and-thailand-after-he-is-sworn-in/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/23117/opinion-conservative-and-minimalist-government-is-not-the-answer-for-a-democratic-thailand/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/23117/opinion-conservative-and-minimalist-government-is-not-the-answer-for-a-democratic-thailand/
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30401541?utm_source=category&utm_medium=internal_referral
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30401541?utm_source=category&utm_medium=internal_referral


 

 

o Link- 

https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30401525?utm_source=category&utm_mediu

m=internal_referral 

 

 Leaders of the Ratsadon (People’s Party) anti-establishment movement showed up at 

Pathum Wan Police Station on Wednesday morning to answer their summonses for 

allegedly violating the lese majeste law. 

 

o Link- 

https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30401527?utm_source=category&utm_mediu

m=internal_referral 

 

 The Royal Thai Police (RTP) and Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) have vowed to 

enhance cooperation in dealing with various crimes including transnational human 

trafficking. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2054275/thai-cops-fbi-vow-

further-cooperation 

 

 The cabinet has approved a draft amendment to the National Police Act to make seniority 

a key criterion for all promotions of police officials, deputy government spokeswoman 

Traisuree Taisaranakul said on Wednesday. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2054331/new-bill-makes-

seniority-key-to-officer-promotion 

 

 An ultra royalist group launched a new political party on Wednesday to defend His 

Majesty the King, amid unprecedented calls for reform of the monarchy by the youth-led 

protest movement. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2054151/royalists-launch-

political-party-to-protect-monarchy 

 

 SET-listed Thai Union Group Plc, a global seafood conglomerate, has invested in 

California-based BlueNalu Inc, one of the world's leading cell-based seafood start-ups, 

joining other industry-leading strategic and financial partners in backing the start-up. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2054459/thai-union-grabs-stake-in-

bluenalu 
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Economic News Headlines in Thai Media 

 The lack of communication from Bitkub, Thailand’s largest cryptocurrency exchange, 

following orders from the Securities and Exchange Commission to shut down and fix its 

platforms has customers ready to abandon ship and find new marketplaces. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/23128/lack-of-communication-from-thai-crypto-

exchange-bitkub-have-people-lining-up-to-leave/ 

 

 The Bangkok branch of the Centre for Covid-19 Situation Administration (CCSA), which 

is led by the city’s deputy governor Pol Lt-General Sopon Pisuttiwong will meet on 

Thursday to consider easing measures for some businesses. 

 

o Link- 

https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30401524?utm_source=category&utm_mediu

m=internal_referral 

 

 Foreigners with Thai residency whose re-entry visas require their return to Thailand 

within one year from March 26 last year will be allowed to stay abroad until further 

notice, the Immigration Bureau said on Wednesday. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2054159/immigration-bureau-

extends-re-entry-visas-for-foreigners-with-thai-residency 

 

 Chonburi authorities have banned travel to or from Koh Si Chang after a Covid-19 

outbreak in adjoining coastal districts. 

 

o Link- 

https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30401538?utm_source=category&utm_mediu

m=internal_referral 

 

 Broadband connections in Thailand are the fastest in the world, the latest Speedtest 

Global Index shows. 

 

o Link- 

https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30401531?utm_source=category&utm_mediu

m=internal_referral 

 

 Stock market regulators in Hong Kong and Thailand on Wednesday clinched a 

memorandum of understanding (MoU) on Mutual Recognition of Funds (MRF), to allow 

distribution of funds in each other's market through a streamlined process. 
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o Link- 

https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30401547?utm_source=category&utm_me

dium=internal_referral 

 

 Finance Minister Arkhom Termpittayapaisith has asked the Export-Import Bank of 

Thailand to find ways of providing credit to local airlines to help them counter the Covid-

19 impact on the aviation sector. 

 

o Link- 

https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30401540?utm_source=category&utm_me

dium=internal_referral 

 

 Thailand’s economy has been severely impacted by Covid-19 and is estimated to have 

shrunk by 6.5 per cent in 2020, with growth projected to expand by 4.0 per cent in 2021, 

according to the latest World Bank Thailand Economic Monitor report “Restoring 

Incomes, Recovering Jobs” released on Wednesday. 

 

o Link- 

https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30401516?utm_source=category&utm_me

dium=internal_referral 

 

 The provincial governor has allowed local hotels to reopen, six days after he ordered 

them closed to prevent the spread of Covid-19.  Jirakiat Phumsawat issued the latest 

order on Wednesday. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2054131/kanchanaburi-hotels-

allowed-to-reopen 

 

 National oil and gas conglomerate PTT Plc insists it will not delay the initial public 

offering (IPO) of its oil retail unit PTT Oil and Retail (OR) despite the weak economy 

because it is determined to raise funds for non-oil business expansion, which will not be 

limited to Cafe Amazon coffee shops. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2054323/or-committed-to-ipo-on-

stock-exchange 

 

                                                        Issues to be watched out for 

 January, 2021 – The opposition is planning to file a no-confidence motion against the 

government, the 2nd round of a censure debate the current administration is facing. 
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https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30401547?utm_source=category&utm_medium=internal_referral
https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30401540?utm_source=category&utm_medium=internal_referral
https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30401540?utm_source=category&utm_medium=internal_referral
https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30401516?utm_source=category&utm_medium=internal_referral
https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30401516?utm_source=category&utm_medium=internal_referral
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2054131/kanchanaburi-hotels-allowed-to-reopen
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2054131/kanchanaburi-hotels-allowed-to-reopen
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2054323/or-committed-to-ipo-on-stock-exchange
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2054323/or-committed-to-ipo-on-stock-exchange


 

 

 January, 2021 – The parliament is set to deliberate the charter amendment bills in the 2
nd

 

reading. 

 

 January 2021 – The World Bank will review Thailand’s economic growth outlook.  

 

 January, 2021 – Charoen Pokphand Foods Plc (CPF) is preparing to issue 5 series of 

debentures with tenors of 2 years to 12 years to retail, institutional and high net worth 

investors. 

 

 January 25, 2021 – The opposition is expected to submit a censure motion against the 

government. 

 

 January 25-March 31, 2021 – The implementation of the 2nd-phase of the co-payment 

scheme will allow registrants to start spending. 

 

 January 27, 2021 – The Constitutional Court is set to rule on Democrat Party MP for 

Nakhon Si Thammarat Thepthai Senpong’s MP status following the Election 

Commission’s petition.  

 

 February, 2021 – The Legal Execution Department plans to open the auction for the Dhara 

Dhevi Hotel Chiang Mai next month at a price of 2.116 billion baht. 

 

 February, 2021 – A law amendment bill that allows women with pregnancies of not more 

than 12 weeks to get an abortion is to take effect. 

 

 February, 2, 2021 – Thai Airways International Plc (THAI) said it will submit a 

rehabilitation plan to the Central Bankruptcy Court, postponed from the original schedule 

on January 2, 2021. 

 

 February 3, 2021 – The Bank of Thailand (BoT)’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)’s 

next meeting to review policy interest rate. 

 

 February 10, 2021 – PTT Oil and Retail Business Plc (OR) shares will be listed on the 

Stock Exchange of Thailand, with the offer price of 16-18 baht per share. 

 

 February 16, 2021 - The increased maximum fare of 158 baht on the Green Line electric 

train was first set to be imposed.  

 

 February 24-25, 2021 – Charter amendment drafts are expected to be tabled in parliament 

for the 2nd reading. 



 

 

 February 28, 2021 – Tentative date for municipality elections and the election of tambon 

administrative organizations (TAOs).    

 

 February 28, 2021 – The current parliamentary session is scheduled to go into recess. 

 

 March 17-18, 2021 – The parliament is expected to hold an extraordinary session to vote 

for charter amendment drafts in the 3
rd

 reading and consider a bill on national 

referendums. 

 

 March 28, 2021 – Elections for the mayors and councilors of municipalities of all levels - 

tambon, muang and nakhon - throughout the country. 

 

 March 31, 2021 – The government’s half-half co-payment scheme is set to end. 

 

 April, 2021 – Thai Airways International Plc (THAI) expects the Central Bankruptcy 

Court to consider its rehab blueprint for approval. 

 

 April 2021 – The Batong Airport is scheduled to be opened after being postponed from 

February due to the resurgence of the Covid-19. 

 

 April, 2021 – The central bank plans to officially implement the new rule on the rate of 

penalty imposed on loan defaulters in a bid to ease borrowers’ burdens and motivate them 

to repay their debts. 

 

 June, 2021 – Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC)’s debt holiday 

is due to expire. 

                                                                         Key Data 

SET Index                 1,517.79        -4.80   

 

 Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html 

 

Global Commodities   

 

 Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/   

 

 Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/    

 

 Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND  

  

Global Equity Market’s Movements  

 

 Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/  

https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/
http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/
http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND
http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/


 

 

 

Asian Equity Markets Movement  

 

 Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/   

  

 

 

                                         Information on January 20, 2020 

 

                     Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management 

               

Stock Code  Volume  Value   Action  

 

AIMIRT 10,000 12.2 Purchase 

BGRIM 2,000,000 69.5 Purchase 

CCP 1,000,000 0.48 Purchase 

CCP 1,000,000 0.48 Purchase 

CPI 274,900 1.92 Purchase 

COMAN 33,000,000 2.3 Sale 

FPI 100,000 1.8 Purchase 

JCK 11,100,000 0.2 Sale 

JCK  153,400 1.21 Purchase 

KOOL 1,000,000 0.78 Sale 

KOOL 800,000 0.78 Sale 

KOOL 2,114,000 0.78 Sale 

RS  3,000 22.3 Sale 

SABUY  4,300,000 2.01 Purchase 

SFT 50,000 4.52 Sale 

STARK  400,000,000 0.5 Sale 

TMILL 269,800 3.32 Sale 

TFG 500,000 5.8 Sale 

TFG 500,000 5.75 Sale 

TSR 100,000 3.86 Sale 

TSR 100,000 3.88 Sale 

TASCO 100,000 21.6 Sale 

TASCO 350,000 21.4 Sale 

UTP 50,000 15.1 Sale 

UTP 50,000 15.2 Sale 

UTP 50,000 15.3 Sale 

 

 

XD, XE or XM or other notifications 
  

http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/


 

 

For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on 

http://www.set.or.th/set/calendarofevents.do  

  

  

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand 
 

Daily as of 20 Jan 2021  

                                                                                                                                       Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 6,057.19 6.47 7,772.44 8.31 -

1,715.24 

- 

Proprietary Trading 9,784.84 10.46 9,734.35 10.4 50.5 - 

Foreign Investors 33,587.85 35.9 35,683.61 38.14 -

2,095.75 

- 

Local Individuals 44,129.76 47.17 40,369.26 43.15 3,760.50 - 

Monthly Cumulative between 1 - 20 Jan 

2021  

                                                                                                                                      Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 109,688.56 8.2 117,589.55 8.79 -

7,900.99 

- 

Proprietary Trading 145,462.70 10.87 143,446.72 10.72 2,015.98 - 

Foreign Investors 457,218.44 34.17 454,032.97 33.93 3,185.47 - 

Local Individuals 625,798.32 46.77 623,098.78 46.56 2,699.55 - 

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan - 20 Jan 

2021  

                                                                                                                                      Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 109,688.56 8.2 117,589.55 8.79 -

7,900.99 

- 

Proprietary Trading 145,462.70 10.87 143,446.72 10.72 2,015.98 - 

Foreign Investors 457,218.44 34.17 454,032.97 33.93 3,185.47 - 

Local Individuals 625,798.32 46.77 623,098.78 46.56 2,699.55 - 

 

Total Trading Value 28,843.44 Million Baht 

 

Background Information – 
   

http://www.set.or.th/set/calendarofevents.do


 

 

The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the 

Election Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019 

 

 https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24 
 

 List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf  

 
Information provided here is copyright of ThaiNews Corp and no part maybe reproduced in any form without 

the prior written permission. The opinions expressed are only those of the writer’s and is analysed based on the 

situation.  
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https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf

