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Political News 

 As a cabinet reshuffle is now on the cards, a power struggle inside the core coalition 

Phalang Pracharat Party (PPRP) became clearer.  

 

 Local media outlets have reported that Deputy Prime Minister Gen Prawit 

Wongsuwan, in his capacity as the Phalang Pracharat Party (PPRP) leader, has 

finalised and forwarded the list of candidates to Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-

o-cha for the upcoming cabinet reshuffle, with rumours going around that Gen 

Prawit has proposed 2 candidates for the vacant posts. 

 

 The 2 candidates are  

 PPRP list MP Chaiwut Thanakhamanusorn  

 Trinuch Thienthong, a 5-time MP for Sa Kaeo and niece of veteran 

politician Sanoh Thienthong, according to a PPRP source.    

 

 There is rampant speculation that Chaiwut is tipped as the No.1 candidate for the 

post of education minister or the Prime Minister’s Office Minister.  

 

 In the latter scenario, Chaiwut is expected to replace PPRP secretary-general 

Anucha Nakasai who may take over the education portfolio. 



 

 

 

 It is said that the reason that Chaiwut is tipped for the posts because he has close 

ties with major groups in the energy sector and has good relationship with former 

Digital Economy and Society Minister Buddhipongse Punnakanta and former 

Education Minister Nataphol Teepsuwan.  

 

 It is said that Trinuch has been picked by Gen Prawit because the latter wants to 

reward the Thiengthong family for switching camp from the Pheu Thai Party to 

join the PPRP.  

 

 Gen Prawit also wants to maintain good relations with Sanoh, whom he 

was familiar with since he stationed at a Sa Kaeo army camp. There is a 

possibility that Trinuch will be the post of the cultural minister to allow 

incumbent Itthiphol Khunpluem to take over the DES Ministry. 

 

 Key faction leader inside the PPRP, especially Deputy Agriculture Minister 

Thamanat Prompow. A power struggle has already been seen inside the PPRP, is 

said to have his eyes fixed on the labour portfolio to replace incumbent minister 

Suchart Chomklin. 

 

 Suchart himself is said to seek negotiations with senior figures in the 

government to keep his seat.  

 

 Meanwhile, Narumon Pinyosinwat who is a deputy labour minister is said to want 

the post of finance minister or deputy finance minister. However, her wish is 

unlikely to come true following reports that she is not the likely choice at the 

PPRP meeting on March 2.  

 

 When asked if he received the list of candidates from Gen Prawit, Prime Minster 

simply said “haven’t seen it”. However, speculation is rife that a cabinet reshuffle 

may take place before March 21 which marks Gen Prayut’s 67
th

 birthday. 

 



 

 

 Parliament can still proceed with the 3
rd

 reading of a charter amendment bill even if the 

Constitutional Court rules against a proposed amendment aimed at setting up a charter 

writing body, Ramate Rattanachaweng, a secretary to the parliament president said. 

 

 The court will meet today, but whether it will rule on the legality of charter 

change proposals remains to be seen, Mr Ramate said. If the court rules against 

setting up a constitution drafting assembly (CDA) to write a new charter, 

parliament could not vote on the issue concerning the establishment of a CDA, 

contained in a charter amendment-related bill up for its third reading, he said. 

 

 However, parliament can still vote on proposed charter amendments to Section 

256 of the constitution. Section 256 says charter changes require the support of at 

least one-third of the Senate, or 84 senators. The section also stipulates that a 

referendum is required if an amendment involves the charter, chapters on general 

principles and the monarchy. These requirements are widely seen as a major 

hurdle to rewriting the constitution. 

 

 On the charter amendment issue, Senator Kittisak Rattanawaraha came out to say that he 

is convinced that most senators will vote down charter amendment drafts in the 3
rd

 

reading scheduled to take place in March.  

 

 He said Senators fear that those who proposed charter amendments have the 

intention of touching Chapter 1, on general provisions, and Chapter 2, on the 

monarchy. 

 

 Kittisak said he would be one of the senators to vote down the charter amendment 

drafts. He also believed that more than 84 senators will vote against charter 

amendment bills, citing the lesson from the Senate’s vote in the 2
nd

 reading on 

February 25, 2021 against Section 256 to make way for the setting up of a charter 

drafting assembly (CDA) which lacked enough support from the Senate.  

 



 

 

 The police came out to say that they have both forensic evidence and eyewitness accounts 

implicating political activists and singer-songwriter Chai-amorn “Ammy” 

Kaewwiboonpan of the “Bottom Blues” band in setting fire on a large portrait of His 

Majesty the King last week. 

 

 Chai-amorn is now in police custody under suspicions that he and several others 

conspired to burn the royal portrait outside Klong Prem Prison in the early hours 

of Sunday. 

 

 Police also released CCTV footage of the incident to the media, allegedly 

showing Chai-amorn driving his car to the prison at about 03:00 hrs on Sunday. 

 

 Chai-amorn wrote on his ban’s Facebook page, admitting to setting fire on the 

portrait of King Rama X to express his opposition to the jailing of four protest 

leaders on royal defamation charges.  

 

 Chai-amorn’s mother travelled to the Criminal Court at 16.10 hrs yesterday to 

apply for his temporarily release with a 90,000 baht surety. But the Criminal 

Court issued a statement at 17:00 hrs to reject his mother’s request for the 

temporarily release, citing Chai-amorn’s previous attempt to escape police and 

fears that he might do it again. 

 

 The opposition Pheu Thai Party plans to file a petition with the National Anti-Corruption 

Commission (NACC) on March 10 against Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha, also 

the Defence Minister, and his deputy Jurin Laksanawisit, also the Commerce Minister, 

following their failure to explain controversial issues during last month censure debate.  

 

 Pheu Thai secretary-general Prasert Chanthararuangthong accused the Prime 

Minister and Jurin of committing malfeasance or dereliction of duty under Section 

157 of the Criminal Code. The opposition parties are looking for evidence to 

support its claim at the moment.  

 



 

 

 Kao Klai (Move Forward) Party secretary-general Chaithawat Tulathon said his 

party plans to file a petition with the anti-graft agency next week, accusing Gen 

Prayut of using free electricity and tap water in his army residence among other 

issues like the development of the Chana Industrial Estate in Songkhla and the so-

called “elephant tickets” that were allegedly used to buy promotion for police 

officials. Opposition MPs accused the PM of failing to take action on the issue. 

 

 Facebook Inc has taken down 185 accounts and groups engaged in an information 

influencing operation in Thailand run by the military, the company said yesterday, the 

first time it has taken down Thai accounts with ties to the government. 

 

 The Thailand-based network removed in the latest sweep of “coordinated 

inauthentic behaviour” on the platform included 77 accounts, 72 pages and 18 

groups on Facebook and 18 accounts on Instagram, Facebook said. 

 

 This follows similar moves by Twitter in November 2020 which had also 

suspended a Thai pro-royalist account linked to the palace that a Reuters analysis 

found was connected to thousands of others that spread content in favour of 

Thailand’s monarchy. 

 

 Thailand’s ranking in the World Freedom index saw the country be lowered to ‘Not Free’ 

from ‘Partly Free’ due to the dissolution of a popular opposition party that had performed 

well in the 2019 elections, and the military-dominated government’s crackdown on 

youth-led protests calling for democratic reforms. 

 

 Read details in - https://www.thaienquirer.com/24911/freedom-house-report-

finds-that-thailand-is-not-a-free-country/ 

 

 

Economic News 

 The Ministry of Finance is ready to amend the royal decree to allow greater access for 

loans to virus-hit small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). 

 

https://www.thaienquirer.com/24911/freedom-house-report-finds-that-thailand-is-not-a-free-country/
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 Finance Minister Arkhom Termpittayapaisith said he had discussed with the 

Central Bank about the rejig of the soft loan approval process and readjusting loan 

conditions to allow the use of more than a 300-billion-baht budget remaining from 

the 1-trillion-baht emergency loan decree. 

 

 He said the ministry may need to draft a new decree to replace the existing loan 

decree instead of amending it. 

 

 The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) insisted that it will go ahead with the annual 

Songkran festival after Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha only said his cabinet is 

considering easing of travel restrictions for this year’s Songkran festival and promised 

that the Songkran festival could be celebrated fully. 

 

 TAT governor Yuthasak Supasorn said it is still unclear what forms of 

celebrations will be allowed. 

 

 The TAT is planning to launch a series of tourism stimulus campaigns to 

encourage domestic travel on weekdays and the Songkran festival this year which 

will cover 6 days from April 10 to 15. The TAT governor said there will be no 

international tourists this April. The TAT expects foreign visitors to return to the 

Kingdom from the 3
rd

 quarter or July onwards. 

 

 Yuthasak said the hospitality and tourism industries want to see clarity from the 

government about whether tourists who have been vaccinated against Covid 

should still undergo a mandatory quarantine or not.  

 

 The TAT governor said without quarantine he is confident that the number of 

foreign arrivals will exceed 6.5 million this year as targeted by the TAT. 

 

 The Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB), the 

country’s top business association, wants members of a new cabinet to work in the same 



 

 

direction, Supant Mongkolsuthree, chairman of the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI), 

said, citing the private sector’s wish.  

 

 Supant said the private sector want the new cabinet to include ministers who are 

talented, capable of delivering stellar performance.  

 

 Kalin Sarasin, chairman of the Thai Chamber of Commerce and a member of the 

JSCCIB, said he wants ministers who are talented and capable of doing their jobs, 

with a squeaky clean history to restore confidence in the government among the 

public and the private sector. 

 

 The Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB)’s meeting 

yesterday called for vaccine-passport programmes to boost tourism, and a wider supply 

of imported vaccines for Thai people.  

 

 The country’s top business association maintained its growth projection of 1.5-3.5 

per cent, citing economic recovery and vaccine distribution worldwide. 

 

 The economy was likely to improve gradually as restrictions are eased, infection 

rates drop, and vaccinations start, said Supant Mongkolsuthree, chairman of the 

Federation of Thai Industries (FTI), 1 of the 3 leading trade associations that 

make up the Committee. 

 

 The JSCCIB urged the Thai government to open its borders to low- and medium-

risk countries in accordance with the vaccine passport programme, to stimulate 

the tourism sector. 

 

 The Committee also called on the government to allow the private sector to 

purchase their own vaccines to help speed up vaccination in order to recover the 

country’s economy. They also suggested the government look for various sources 

of vaccine globally to cover all Thais, migrant workers, and foreign businessmen. 

 



 

 

 In January the JSCCIB revised its projection for the growth of gross domestic 

product in 2021 to 1.5-3.5 per cent thanks to the vaccine rollout program, down 

from a December forecast of 2-4 per cent, following the 2nd wave of the Covid-

19 outbreak. 

 

 The Thai Bankers’ Association (TBA) came out to announce that the asset warehousing 

programme is expected to be implemented in the next 2 months amid calls for the Bank 

of Thailand (BoT) to expand the assistance scope to cover low-cost airlines. 

 

 TBA has now completed the asset warehousing programme framework after 

discussions with commercial bank members. Under the programme, a commercial 

bank would manage its own debt collateral assets. 

 

 The time frame for asset warehousing concept could be in a range of 3-5 years. 

 

 Payong said the TBA had submitted its request to expand the scope of the asset 

warehousing programme to cover low-cost airlines and other businesses involved 

with the tourism supply chain. 

 

 Several major private hospitals are said to queqing up for permission from the Food and 

Drug Administration (FDA) to use imported Covid-19 vaccines after Prime Minister Gen 

Prayut Chan-o-cha has allowed private hospitals to import vaccines.  

 

 These hospitals---Thonburi Healthcare Group (THG), Bangkok Dusit Medical 

Services (BDMS), Ramkhamhaeng Hospital and Kasemrad Hospital Group---are 

expected to receive approval for the use of imported vaccines soon. 

 

 Boon Vanasin, the owner of THG said that his firm under a subsidiary - 

Dental Siam Co., Ltd., has asked permission from the government to bring 

in vaccine, Russia’s Sputnik and 2 other Chinese made vaccines and that 

each dose is likely cost around US$17- 40 (inclusive of transportation) and 



 

 

it may cost around 2,000 baht per dose once in Thailand. He added that 

there is a demand for up to 10 million doses in the country at the moment. 

 

 Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha is urging parties who are disputing cancellation of the 

bidding for the MRT's Orange Line western extension to come together for talks. 

 

 "Although I have no authority to intervene in these matters, I want all state 

agencies involved in the process to figure out a way out of these problems without 

causing any negative legal repercussions," the prime minister said on Wednesday.   

 

 Gen Prayut's remarks were an apparent reference to Bangkok Mass Transit 

System (BTSC), one of the bidders, and the Mass Rapid Transit Authority of 

Thailand (MRTA), the state agency overseeing the project, and their ongoing 

legal dispute.  

 

 Last week, BTSC filed a petition with the Central Criminal Court for Corruption 

and Misconduct Cases against the MRTA for cancelling the bidding for the 120-

billion-baht project early last month. 

 

 Details of the restructuring of Thai Airways International starts to become clearer. 

o Reports have emerged on the planned layoffs of the staff and the latest data 

suggests that those who may be laid off could be in the age group of above 55 

years and for the steward and stewardess should not have Body Mass Index 

(BMI) of no more than 27.5 for men and 25 for the ladies. 

  



 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

General News 

 Planning on traveling to China, 

 Think again as China has made anal swab tests for the coronavirus mandatory for 

almost all international arrivals, deepening a row with other countries over a 

practice many have described as humiliating, says Times. 

 https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/china-makes-anal-swab-covid-tests-

compulsory-for-foreign-arrivals-mvthjq8c7  

 Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha came out to say that his cabinet is considering 

easing travel restrictions for this year’s Songkran festival to boost people’s spirits. 

 

 He said the cabinet’s consideration came after no new Covid-19 cases emerged 

during the last long weekend at the end of February despite a large number of 

people travelling and jamming up roads. Many hotels were also overbooked that 

weekend. 

 

 The cabinet will see if people should be allowed to enjoy the festival freely, or if 

some preventive measures should be put in place, the Prime Minister promised. 

 

 Meanwhile, Gen Nattapon Nakpanich, secretary-general of the National Security Council 

(NSC), said he plans to propose to the Prime Minister to scrap the state of emergency in 

the next couple of months since the outbreak continues to improve. 

 

 The NSC chief hinted that the country to returns to normal laws when the 

situation has eased, adding that the emergency law has been in place to help the 

Centre for Covid-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) to operate under strict 

disease control measures and curb the outbreak.  

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/china-makes-anal-swab-covid-tests-compulsory-for-foreign-arrivals-mvthjq8c7
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 He admitted there were still some situations that required the use of the 

emergency decree. 

 

 The Centre for Covid-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) found 35 new coronavirus 

cases in the past 24 hours. 

 

 Of those, 25 were local infections and 10 were found in quarantine facilities. 

 

 Of the 25 local infections, 17 were found via tests at medical facilities and 8 via 

proactive tests at high-risk communities, mostly in Samut Sakhon and 

Pathumthani. 

 

 This brings the total number of infections since the pandemic began last year to 

26,108 cases. While 25,483 people have recovered from the disease, 541 patients 

are still being treated. There was no new fatality, leaving the death toll at 84 

people. 

 

 The cluster that started in Pathumthani’s Pornpat Market has spread to more than 670 

confirmed coronavirus cases in less than 1 month, the government said yesterday. 

 

 The outbreak, which started when a vendor tested positive on February 6, had led 

to 676 cases as of March 2, said Dr Taweesin Visanuyothin, the spokesman for 

the Centre for Covid-19 Situation Administration (CCSA). Of those, 581 were 

found in the province and the rest across 12 others. 

 

 Most of the infected patients are Thais and Burmese people working at the 

Pornpat Market, where 500 of the cases have been found. 

 



 

 

 Most remaining cases were found at nearby markets, such as Suchart Market 

where 39 cases were found, followed by 17 in Tai Market, 11 in Si Mum Muang 

Market and 5 in Rangsit Market. 

 

 Cases were also found in the province’s Thammasat University Hospital (9), 

Future Park (4) and the Bangkok Mass Transit Authority’s Rangsit terminal (3). 

 

 Chiang Mai was ranked as the third most air-polluted city in the world on Wednesday, 

with an average PM2.5 dust level higher than 200. 

 

 The northern province is battling with a critical level of air pollution due to 

wildfire smoke, with the average amount of PM2.5 exceeding the safe level at all 

four air quality monitoring stations in the municipal area on Wednesday. An air 

quality monitoring station in tambon Suthep of Muang district reported PM2.5 of 

102 µg/m3 -- the highest amount of all four stations.  

 

 On the website of AirVisual, Chiang Mai was ranked the third most polluted in 

the world as of 11am on Wednesday, after Lahor in Pakistan and New Delhi in 

India. 

 

 Myanmar’s military says it is ready to withstand sanctions and isolation after its Feb–1 

coup, a top United Nations official said on Wednesday as she urged countries to “take 

very strong measures” to restore democracy in the Southeast Asian nation. 

 

 UN special envoy on Myanmar Christine Schraner Burgener said 38 people died 

on Wednesday –– the most violent day since the coup –– as the military quelled 

protests. Schraner Burgener is due to brief the UN Security Council on Friday.  

 

 Schraner Burgener said that in conversations with Myanmar’s deputy military 

chief Soe Win, she had warned him that the military was likely to face strong 

measures from some countries and isolation in retaliation for the coup.  

 



 

 

 “The answer was: ‘We are used to sanctions, and we survived’,” she told reporters 

in New York. “When I also warned they will go in an isolation, the answer was: 

‘We have to learn to walk with only few friends’.” 

     

Political News Headlines in Thai Media 

 Singer and pro-democracy activist, Ammy the Bottom Blues, posted a message on 

Wednesday confessing to the burning of a portrait of the king in front of Khlong Prem 

Central Prison on February 28. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/24896/popular-singer-confesses-to-lese-majeste-

violation-bail-denied/ 

 

 The singer and pro-democracy activist known as Ammy the Bottom Blues was arrested 

on suspicion of arson and potentially lese-majeste, police said Wednesday. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/24874/ammy-the-bottom-blues-arrested-over-

arson-and-possible-112-offences/ 

 

 Invoking the Constitutional Court is part of a government effort to stall the writing of a 

new charter and to prolong the ruling junta’s power, opposition figures and critics said, as 

the court is due to rule on part of the process this week. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/24887/opposition-accuses-government-of-

stalling-tactics-over-charter-bill/ 

 

 The cluster that started in Pathumthani’s Pornpat Market has spread to more than 670 

confirmed coronavirus cases in less than one month, the government said on Wednesday. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/24875/pathumthani-cluster-hits-676-cases/ 

 

 “At a time when the state seems pervasive and inescapable,” writes James Scott in The 

Art of Not Being Governed, “it is easy to forget that for much of history, living within or 

outside the state – or in an intermediate zone – was a choice.” 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/24854/bang-kloi-and-the-myth-of-the-

homogenized-nation-state/ 

 

 An anti-government activist arrested for burning a portrait of His Majesty the King has 

confessed to the incendiary act. 
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o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2077663/singer-activist-ammy-

confesses-to-burning-kings-portrait 

 

 Popular medical blogger Dr Sandy offered a guide to Covid-19 vaccination on Monday 

after getting a Sinovac shot. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30403264 

 

 Photos of four cats rescued at sea by the Royal Thai Navy went viral on Thai social 

media on Wednesday. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30403263 

 

 The Centre for Covid-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) on Wednesday released a 

report on law violations and complaints related to the Covid-19 outbreak as of February 

28, government spokesperson Anucha Burapachaisri said. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30403262 

 

 Security is being stepped up at prisons nationwide, including installation of more security 

cameras, in response to the increasing political unrest, Corrections Department director-

general Aryut Sinthoppan said on Wednesday. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2077627/prison-security-being-

stepped-up-in-face-of-rising-political-unrest 

  

Economic News Headlines in Thai Media 

 Thailand’s economic recovery will depend on how the government handles the question 

of vaccinations this year, the country’s top business association said Wednesday, calling 

for vaccine-passport programmes to boost tourism, and a wider supply of imported 

vaccines for Thai citizens. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/24894/thai-businesses-call-for-vaccine-

passports-more-foreign-suppliers-to-safeguard-economic-recovery/ 

 

 Share price of COM7, a Thailand-based IT products retailer, surged 7.80 per cent on 

Wednesday to a new high of 58.75 baht by the end of morning trading, with a transaction 

value of 1.47 billion baht, based on the promising IT demand uptrend. 
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o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/24881/it-retailer-com7-hits-all-time-high-on-

work-from-home-trend-and-it-sector-growth/ 

 

 B Grimm Power Plc (BGRIM), Thailand's leading industrial power producer, posted a 21 

per cent increase in net operating profit in 2020 in spite of the adverse impact from the 

Covid-19 pandemic on the global economy at large. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30403268 

 

 After providing route maps at bus stops in Bangkok to aid confused passengers, transport 

group Mayday and Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) have joined hands to 

find a new bus shelter design. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30403269 

 

 Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha indicated on Wednesday that the Cabinet will consider 

new measures for this year’s Songkran festival. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30403266 

 

 The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) Index closed at 1,543.40 on Wednesday, up 

40.04 points or 2.66 per cent. Total transactions amounted to Bt118.27 billion with an 

index high of 1,543.48 and a low of 1,510.07. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30403270 

 

 Even after the country reopens, the number of tourists visiting Thailand this year will 

remain low because family vacations are not yet possible, Krungthai Compass research 

centre said. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30403258 

 

 At its weekly meeting on Tuesday, the Cabinet gave the green light to a memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) on the expansion of trade and economic cooperation between 

Thailand and Russia. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30403257 

 

 The Cabinet gave ExxonMobil Exploration and Production Khorat Inc the go-ahead to 

explore for and produce petroleum in Khon Kaen’s Nam Phong district for another 10 

years until 2031. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30403244 
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 Thailand's economy may grow 2.8% this year but that is still not satisfactory, while fiscal 

measures will continue to support economic recovery as tourism remains weak, the 

finance minister said on Wednesday. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2077643/govt-says-expected-2-8-

growth-not-satisfactory 

 

 The Finance Ministry, the largest shareholder of Thai Airways International Plc, 

signalled its support for a restructuring plan that includes raising fresh capital, a 

temporary freeze on repayment of borrowings and slashing its workforce by half to return 

the debt-ridden airline to profit. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2077615/thai-airways-debt-revamp-

plan-gets-support-from-finmin 

 

 Police have arrested an airline executive in Samut Songkhram province who was wanted 

on a court warrant for not paying wages to 150 employees. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2077831/police-nab-airline-

exec-for-not-paying-150-staff 

 

 The government vows to move ahead with the much-criticised Chana Industrial Estate in 

Songkhla, though it is requiring responsible agencies to conduct an environmental impact 

assessment (EIA), environmental health impact assessment (EHIA) as well as public 

hearings. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2077863/environmental-reviews-for-

chana-estate 

 

 The asset warehousing programme is expected to be implemented in the next two months 

amid calls urging the Bank of Thailand to expand the assistance scope to cover low-cost 

airlines, says the Thai Bankers' Association (TBA). 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2077815/asset-warehouse-scheme-

predicted-in-2-months 

 

 Banpu Power (BPP), a power generation arm of non-oil energy conglomerate Banpu, 

expects its plan to acquire a gas-fired power plant in the US to be completed in the first 

half of this year. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2077827/bpps-us-gas-plant-buy-

closing-soon 

https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2077643/govt-says-expected-2-8-growth-not-satisfactory
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2077643/govt-says-expected-2-8-growth-not-satisfactory
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2077615/thai-airways-debt-revamp-plan-gets-support-from-finmin
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2077615/thai-airways-debt-revamp-plan-gets-support-from-finmin
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2077831/police-nab-airline-exec-for-not-paying-150-staff
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2077831/police-nab-airline-exec-for-not-paying-150-staff
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2077863/environmental-reviews-for-chana-estate
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2077863/environmental-reviews-for-chana-estate
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2077815/asset-warehouse-scheme-predicted-in-2-months
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https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2077827/bpps-us-gas-plant-buy-closing-soon
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2077827/bpps-us-gas-plant-buy-closing-soon


 

 

 

                                                        Issues to be watched out for 

 January 25-March 31, 2021 – The implementation of the 2nd-phase of the co-payment 

scheme will allow registrants to start spending. 

 

 February 21-March 7, 2021 – Insured workers under Section 33 of the social security 

system are allowed to register via the website www.xn--33-cti เรารักกัน.com. 

 March 7, 2021 – A by-election in Nakhon Si Thammarat’s constituency 3 to fill in a seat 

left vacant due to the Constitutional Court’s disqualification of former Democrat Party 

MP Thepthai Senpong. 

 

 March 8, 2021 – A hearing is set by public prosecutors for 3 core leaders of the pro-

democracy Ratsadon Group and 15 others for their roles in the 19 – 20 September 2020 

protests. 

 

 March 15, 2021 – The Central Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases court 

is set to begin examining the Bangkok Mass Transit System (BTSC)’s petition, asking it 

to bring a lawsuit against the Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand (MRTA) over the 

cancelled bidding for the western extension of the MRT Orange Line.  

 

 March 17-18, 2021 – The parliament is expected to hold an extraordinary session to vote 

for charter amendment drafts in the 3
rd

 reading and consider a bill on national 

referendums.  

 

 March 22 –April 4, 2021 – The 42
nd

 Bangkok International Motor Show is to be held in 

Nonthaburi’s Impact Arena, Muang Thong Thani. 

 

 March 26, 2021 – The test run for the Red Line railway is scheduled to commence. 

 

 March 28, 2021 – Elections for the mayors and councilors of municipalities of all levels - 

tambon, muang and nakhon - throughout the country. 

 

 March 31, 2021 – The government’s half-half co-payment scheme is set to end. 

 

 March 31-June 30, 2021 – The deadline extension to file personal income taxes for the 

2020 tax year. 

 

 April, 2021 – Thai Airways International Plc (THAI) expects the Central Bankruptcy 

Court to consider its rehab blueprint for approval. 

 



 

 

 April 2021 – The Batong Airport is scheduled to be opened after being postponed from 

February due to the resurgence of the Covid-19. 

 

 April, 2021 – The central bank plans to officially implement the new rule on the rate of 

penalty imposed on loan defaulters in a bid to ease borrowers’ burdens and motivate them 

to repay their debts. 

 

 May, 2021 – The 66
th

 Bangkok Gems & Jewelry Fair (BGJF) Virtual Trade Fair is set to 

be held. 

 May 7, 2021 – Thai Airways International Plc (THAI) is expected to hold a creditors 

meeting to inspect and vote for the rehab plan.  

 June, 2021 – Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC)’s debt holiday 

is due to expire. 

 

 September 1, 2021 – The government will collect value-added tax from Netflix, Youtube, 

Google, Facebook as well as other e-commerce services.  

 

                                                                         Key Data 

SET Index                 1,543.40     +40.04   

 

 Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html 

 

Global Commodities   

 

 Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/   

 

 Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/    

 

 Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND  

  

  

Global Equity Market’s Movements  

 

 Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/  

 

Asian Equity Markets Movement  

 

 Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/   

  

 

 

https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/
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                                         Information on March 3, 2021 

 

                     Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management 

               

Stock Code  Volume  Value   Action  

 

AIMIRT 1,000 11.2 Purchase 

ADB 500,000 1.72 Sale 

ASP 2,000,000 2.5 Purchase 

BEM 2,500,000 8 Purchase 

BEM 2,500,000 8 Sale 

BANPU 4,000,000 11 Sale 

CHAYO 195,000 4.6 Purchase 

COMAN 7,100 2.78 Sale 

EP 200,000 5.38 Purchase 

EP 700,000 5.36 Purchase 

GREEN  100,000 0.98 Purchase 

GREEN 100,000 0.97 Purchase 

JMART 3,975,900 27.94 Purchase 

JMART 3,000,000 28.04 Purchase 

KEX 575,000 54.21 Sale 

LPN 50,000 4.7 Sale 

LPN 100,000 4.7 Sale 

META 2,000,000 0.37 Purchase 

META 1,000,000 0.37 Purchase 

MINT 961,800 30.25 Sale 

PRIME  50,000 0.49 Purchase 

QTC 67,800 4.78 Purchase 

SMIT 50,000 4 Purchase 

SFT 90,000 4.9 Sale 

SR 373,000 0.71 Sale 

SICT 20,000 4.43 Purchase 

SIMAT  20,624,000 4.69 Sale 

STEC 5,000 12.2 Purchase 

STA 400,000 52.38 Sale 

STGT 3,000 38.75 Purchase 



 

 

STGT 100,000 40 Sale 

SITHAI 21,200 0.63 Purchase 

TNP 50,000 4.46 Sale 

TMW 2,500 33 Purchase 

TRUBB 200,000 2.42 Purchase 

TSR 60,000 3.5 Purchase 

TASCO 333,000 21.01 Sale 

TASCO 167,000 20.2 Sale 

TASCO 300,000 20.2 Sale 

AUCT 40,000 9.95 Purchase 

VL 5,000 1.95 Purchase 

KUN 98,000 2.24 Sale 

KUN 150,000 2.22 Sale 

KUN 83,800 2.22 Sale 

KUN 281,400 2.2 Sale 

KUN 5,000 2.22 Purchase 

WHABT 200 8.5 Purchase 

WHABT 15,200 8.5 Purchase 

WHART 4,600 10.7 Purchase 

WIIK 60,000 0.65 Sale 

 

XD, XE or XM or other notifications 
  

For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on 

http://www.set.or.th/set/calendarofevents.do  

  

  

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand 
 

Daily as of 3 Mar 2021  

                                                                                                                                         Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 12,120.62 10.25 8,991.24 7.6 3,129.37 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

13,693.18 11.58 10,694.97 9.04 2,998.20 - 

http://www.set.or.th/set/calendarofevents.do


 

 

Foreign Investors 45,429.48 38.41 42,492.96 35.93 2,936.52 - 

Local Individuals 47,027.55 39.76 56,091.65 47.43 -9,064.10 - 

Monthly Cumulative between 1 - 3 Mar 2021  

                                                                                                                                       Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 26,639.08 9.13 22,595.72 7.75 4,043.36 - 

Proprietary 
Trading 

30,411.51 10.42 28,083.12 9.63 2,328.39 - 

Foreign Investors 110,794.84 37.98 107,268.43 36.77 3,526.42 - 

Local Individuals 123,896.00 42.47 133,794.16 45.86 -9,898.17 - 

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan - 3 Mar 2021  

                                                                                                                                       Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 297,489.43 7.63 323,515.26 8.3 -26,025.83 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

407,264.26 10.45 403,434.59 10.35 3,829.66 - 

Foreign Investors 1,394,941.75 35.78 1,421,016.35 36.45 -26,074.60 - 

Local Individuals 1,799,217.66 46.15 1,750,946.89 44.91 48,270.77 - 

 

Total Trading Value 118,270.83 Million Baht 

 

 

Background Information – 
   

The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the 

Election Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019 

 

 https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24 
 

 List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf  

 
Information provided here is copyright of ThaiNews Corp and no part maybe reproduced in any form without 

the prior written permission. The opinions expressed are only those of the writer’s and is analysed based on the 

situation.  
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