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Political News


All eyes are on how a vote for the 3rd reading of a charter amendment bill fairs in
parliament today after a ruling by the Constitutional Court last week made clear that
parliament’s passage of the bill - which involves amending Section 256 of the
constitution for a Charter Drafting Assembly (CDA) to be established - is against the
ruling.
 Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha already came out to distance himself from
parliamentarians’ plan to vote for the bill in the 3 rd reading. Gen Prayut said the
matter is the parliament’s matter. He will let parliamentarians decide.
 Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-ngan already came out to warn that the
parliament’s vote for the bill in the 3rd reading is problematic, citing page 10th,
11th and the last paragraph of the 2nd page of the written ruling released by the
court.
 Meanwhile, a report said the core coalition Phalang Pracharat Party (PPRP) sent
signals to its lawmakers to vote down the bill today. Deputy Prime Minister Gen
Prawit Wongsuwan, as PPRP leader, came out to deny any attempts to delay the
charter amendment process. Gen Prawit said he supported parliament to go ahead

with changes to the charter section by section and ruled out the passage for the
formation of a CDA.


The chief government whip and deputy leader of the ruling Palang Pracharath Party,
Wirach Ratanasate, said lawmakers were still unsure what to do but chief opposition
whip Sutin Klungsang insisted today's vote should proceed.



In a sensational release of a letter, the Ratsadon group’s key leader and human rights
lawyer Arnon Nampa caused a stir after he wrote a petition to the Criminal Court
demanding an investigation into the suspicious conduct of a group of prison officers.
 Arnon - who appeared before the court yesterday morning for a hearing related to
Ratsadon rally last year - told the court in writing about an unusual incident on
Monday night in a cell at the Bangkok remand prison where he and 6 other core
Ratsadon leaders are being detained.
 Arnon said prison officers tried 4 times from late Monday night to the early hours
of Tuesday to take Jatupat “Pai” Boontararaksa and Panupong “Mike” Jadnok, coleaders of the Ratsadon group from their wing for ‘medical test for Covid-19’.
 Arnon said the number of officials arriving each time to take Jatupat and
Panupong increased to up to 20 along with men in dark blue uniforms with
no name tags accompanied them. They attempted to conduct the tests at
various times from 21:30 hrs and 23:45 hrs on Monday and 00:15 hrs and
02:30 hrs on Tuesday, Arnon said in his letter.
 Arnon said he did not sleep all night as he was fearful for his life.
 In response to Arnon’s claim, the Corrections Department issued a clarification
that prison officers in question were trying to separate some of detained activists
in the middle of the night.

 The department said that at around 23:00 hrs on Monday night Deputy
director-general of the Corrections Department Veerakit Harnpripan who
was accompanied by medics and nurses from the department’s hospital
visited the cell where the 7 Ratsadon leaders were detained with 9 other
detainees in order to conduct COVID-19 tests.
 The department said that the Ratsadon group refused to undergo testing,
making it necessary for prison officers to separate them from the rest of
the detainees. It insisted that the prison officers were simply performing
their duty and had not done anything to harm the detainees.
 The Criminal Court has scheduled an inquiry into Arnon’s claim over the incident
at 09:00 hrs today. The court also summoned the Corrections Department’s chief
to testify before the court over the incident.

A copy of the letter by Anon and the English translation.

 Krissadang Nutcharas, a lawyer at the Thai Lawyers for Human Rights (TLHR)
said that Anon will write another petition to the court using the incident to back
his demand for another bail request. He has a good reason to seek bail with the
court because he is fearful for his life, the TLHR lawyer said, adding that Arnon’s
parents will also petition the Justice Minister, the National Human Rights
Commission and the Criminal Court’s chief.


Deputy Prime Minister Gen Prawit Wongsuwan, also leader of the Phalang Pracharat
Party (PPRP) came under fire for his comment about Rajabhat university graduates.
 The issue arose when journalists raised questions about qualifications of 2
candidates for cabinet posts handpicked by Gen Prawit, especially Trinuch
Thienthong, a PPRP MP for Sa Kaeo, who is believed to be tipped for a cabinet
post due to her family’s close ties with the top generals.
 When asked about the qualification of list MP Chaiwut Thanakhamanusorn who
was touted to take over the DES Ministry, Gen Prawit said Chaiwut had a degree
in engineering from Chulalongkorn University. Gen Prawit then hit a journalist
with the same question of whether she earned a degree from a Rajabhat
University. The same reporter said she earned a Master’s Degree from
Thammasat University. The answer prompted Gen Prawit to exclaim: “So what?”
His comment since sparked a furore over his alleged discrimination against such
graduates.
 Gen Prawit afterwards came out to downplay his criticism about a degree from
Rajabhat Universities by saying everyone has their own potentials regardless of
where they earn their degrees and said he did not mean to bully anyone who
graduates from Rajabhat Universities.
 Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha yesterday said he had received the candidate
lists for ministerial posts nominated by government coalition parties, insisting he
has the final say on a cabinet reshuffle.



The Police Commission chaired by Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha will convene
a meeting at the Royal Thai Police (RTP) headquarters at 14:00 hrs today to consider a
proposed reshuffle of 60 senior police officers from the rank police major general.
 The meeting is to consider higher positions and rewards for police generals who
are set to retire this year. Speculation is rife that a new senior position has been
created to accommodate the return of Surachate “Big Joke” Hakparn. It is said
that he might be rewarded an assistant police chief post.

Economic News


Charoen Pokphand (CP) Group is gearing up to increase business value by embracing
hemp and cannabis into its products.
 Dhanin Chearavanont, Senior Chairman of CP group, has recently signed an
MOU with Maejo University to develop, research and produce hemp extracts that
are beneficial for consumer’s health and as a quality food ingredient from a
traceable supply chain. The 2 sides will work on making a systematic and
standard guideline for managing the hemp value chain.
 CP Foods’ CEO Prasit added that the company placed the utmost importance on
health and safety of consumers. The CPF RD Center will create innovative hempbased food products that can be traced back to species and cultivation sites in
order to meet the highest level of food safety.



SET-listed Gulf Energy Development, Thailand’s top power generation firm by capacity,
plans to spend 100 billion baht over the next 10 years.

 This year, the company has earmarked a budget of 30-40 billion baht to invest in
existing projects and expand its business through M&A deals with companies in
renewable energy overseas, says Yupapin Wangviwat, Gulf’s senior executive
vice-president and chief financial officer.
 GULF also has plans to issue debentures worth 10-20 billion baht.
 The company aims for 50 per cent revenue growth from 35.833 billion baht in
2020, especially from a 1,494-megawatt gas-fired power plant and the 3rd phase
development of Laem Chabang port in Chon Buri in which a contract-signing is
expected at the end of this year.


The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) is ready to resubmit the extension of tourism
stimulus “Rao Tiew Duay Kan” (We Travel Together) campaign to the cabinet for
approval this week. The TAT plans to expand the rights to 2 million travellers to benefit
from the scheme.
 The TAT aims to extend the scheme scheduled to end on April 30 to June 30,
2021.



Kalin Sarasin, chairman of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (TCC), came out to urge the
government to come up with a clearer policy to reopen the country, pointing that 2 factors
which are the key to the country’s reopening are:

1) Vaccine distribution which should be carried out as soon as possible so that
companies can return to business as usual.
2) Vaccine passports for foreign visitors.

 The TCC chairman is worried about the slow pace of the vaccination program,
compared to neighbouring countries. He said vaccine distribution in Thailand is

slower than in other countries. Only 40,000 doses of Covid-19 vaccine have been
distributed in a month, a fraction of the government’s goal of 10 million doses per
month from June.
 Hard-hit sectors such as tourism and services must be the first priority to receive
the vaccines, he added.
 A recent survey found around 600 companies with 1 million workers want the
vaccines, and many businesses can help with the distribution by paying for it.
 He said the government should consider allowing private hospitals to buy Covid19 vaccines from the Government Pharmaceutical Organization and proceed with
their own distribution plan for people who can afford to pay for vaccination. This
would speed up vaccine distribution in the country, Kalin pointed.
 If the country can reopen to foreign tourists by the end of the 4th quarter, GDP in
2021 should expand by 3-4 per cent, Kalin said.


The Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) has made some progress on the idea of having
private companies to buy and distribute vaccines to their employees.
 FTI chairman Supant Mongkolsuthree said he had met with Deputy Prime
Minister and Public Health Minister Anutin Charnvirakul about the idea. Anutin
told the FTI to compile its request from FTI members so that it can forward the
request to the ministry for vaccines at a cost of 1,000 baht per dose or 2,000 baht
in total for 2 doses of vaccines produced by Sinovac and AstraZeneca approved
by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).



The cabinet yesterday approved a fiscal 2022 budget of 3.10 trillion baht, with a deficit of
700 billion baht, which is 91 billion or 15 per cent higher than fiscal 2021.

 The fiscal 2022 budget, starting from October 1 this year, would be 186 billion
baht or 5.66 per cent lower than the 3.28 trillion baht approved in the fiscal 2021
blueprint, says Sommai Lakananuruk, deputy secretary-general of the Budget
Bureau.
 The fiscal 2022 budget is based on an economic growth forecast of 3.5 per cent
and an inflation rate of 0.7-1.7 per cent.
 Revenue collection is estimated at 2.4 trillion baht, down by 10.4 per cent from
the current fiscal year, which is 2.77 trillion.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------General News


The head office of the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (EGAT) in
Nonthaburi province has been ordered closed for 3 days for disinfection following reports
that an outsource employee was found to be infected with Covid-19.
 Staff who are not at risk of being infected and working in the same or other
buildings have been advised to work from home until further notice, said Suttichai
Juprasertporn, EGAT Assistant Governor.



Amid a spike of new infections, the Centre for Covid-19 Situation Administration
(CCSA) will meet this Friday to consider the easing of some restrictions during
Songkran.
 The CCSA’s sub-panel will likely propose a ban on all forms of water splashing,
use of powder paste and foam parties during the Songkran festival in April. This
is in line with the Culture Ministry’s conclusion that only traditional activities will
be allowed during the upcoming Songkran.
 The 6-day Songkran holiday this year is from April 10-15.



Thailand recorded 149 new COVID-19 cases today, including 90 found during proactive
screening of people related to the Bang Khae market cluster.
 The CCSA reported that there are 144 new locally-acquired infections yesterday.
These include 90 cases in Bangkok, 31 cases in Samut Sakhon and 2 cases in
Pathum Thani, all found during proactive screening in communities. Meanwhile,
21 other cases are among those under observation and treatment. These include 10
cases in Bangkok, 3 each in Samut Sakhon and Nakhon Pathom, 2 each in
Ratchaburi and Pathum Thani and 1 in Phetchaburi.
 There are also 3 cases among arrivals from the United Arab Emirates and 1 each
among arrivals from Switzerland and Germany.
 Cumulative infections in Thailand, since early last year, are 27,154, and deaths
remain at 87.



The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) plans to start its Covid-19 vaccine
rollout in Bang Khae today to prevent the disease spreading further in the district.
 BMA governor Aswin Kwanmuang said that the vaccinations would be
administered at local hospitals and at Bang Khae market. The BMA planned to
inoculate about 6,000 people in the district, at the rate of 500-600 a day, starting
with market vendors and people close to them, he said.
 Anyone considering themselves at risk because they had come into contact with
infected people at the Bang Khae markets can request vaccination at local
hospitals.

Political News Headlines in Thai Media



The leaders of the Thai Pro-Democracy movement told Thai Enquirer that they will see
how the charter amendment bill fairs in parliament before they decide on their next move
and whether or not to escalate protests.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/25197/protest-leaders-say-charter-amendmentdelay-could-spur-on-more-protests/



Protest leaders in pre-trial detention were left fearing for their lives after officials,
including some without identification, tried to remove them from their cell after hours,
according to a handwritten letter.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/25307/detained-protest-leaders-said-they-fearfor-their-lives-prison-said-they-were-just-checking-for-covid/



Prime Minister Prayut Chan-Ocha received the first jab of the AstraZeneca vaccine on
Tuesday, as international health organizations sought to allay concerns over links to
clotting.
o Linkhttps://www.thaienquirer.com/25315/prime-minister-gets-first-jab-ofastrazeneca-ending-suspension-over-clotting-concerns/



The cluster of Covid-19 around market in the Bang Khae district has led to 224
confirmed cases, the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration said on Tuesday.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/25298/bang-khae-coronavirus-cluster-doublesto-224/



The Thai Journalist Association has failed journalists.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/25273/opinion-thai-journalist-association-failedits-members-in-prayut-spraying-incident/



Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha wants the Public Health Ministry to speed up the
country’s vaccination drive, after he suffered no side effects from his AstraZeneca jab.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30403769



Using the national emblem on shoes is a violation of the Garuda Emblem Act, Deputy
Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam announced on Tuesday.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30403768



An irate woman attempted to storm into Government House on Tuesday, saying she
wanted to chase out the prime minister for worsening Thais’ quality of life.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30403766



Thailand’s Corrections Department has issued a clarification, in response to a claim by
Anon Nampa, one of the seven core Ratsadon leaders detained at Bangkok remand
prison, that prison officers acted suspiciously in trying to separate some of them in the
middle of the night.
o Link- https://www.thaipbsworld.com/corrections-department-claims-officers-wantedto-separate-ratsadon-detainees-for-covid-19-screening/



Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha on Tuesday insisted Karen villagers would not be
allowed to return to live in Phetchaburi's Kaeng Krachan National Park.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2084687/villagers-cant-returnto-national-park-pm



The Supreme Court's Criminal Division for Political Office Holders will decide next
week whether to hear a complaint filed against Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) MP for
Ratchaburi, Pareena Kraikupt, who stands accused of serious ethical misconduct in a land
encroachment case.
o Linkhttps://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2084743/supreme-court-todecide-on-pareena-case-next-week

Economic News Headlines in Thai Media


Northern Thailand has been, for the past few weeks, shrouded in smog and haze driving
air quality and pollutant indexes to global highs. Much of the blame has been placed at
the hands of local communities and slash and burn farming methods. However, recent
findings and testimonials prove just how complex the situation is and how little blame
should actually be attributed to local farmers.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/25270/behind-the-haze-the-truth-about-northernthailands-smog-problem/



Nakhon Ratchasima Governor Wichian Chantharothai said on Tuesday that the province
is looking into measures to help farmers of sweet corn in the province suffering from its
price plummeting due to oversupply.

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30403761


The Ministry of Finance estimates that the number of people registering for the state
welfare card will rise due to the fallout of the Covid-19 situation.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30403752



Kasikorn Research Centre expects sales of hybrid electric vehicles (HEV) and plug-in
hybrid electric vehicles (PHEV) to rise between 63 and 70 per cent this year, as Thailand
makes the transition from combustion engines.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30403771



The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) Index closed at 1,564.03 on Tuesday, down 1.70
points or 0.11 per cent. Total transactions amounted to Bt88.29 billion with an index high
of 1,573.13 and a low of 1,562.35.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30403767



The small Covid-19 panel will likely propose a ban on all forms of water splashing, use
of powder paste and foam parties during the Songkran festival in April.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2084655/songkran-splashinglikely-to-be-banned



Finance Minister Arkhom Termpittayapaisith feels upbeat about the country's economic
prospects because of the Covid-19 vaccine roll-out in Thailand, predicting the economy
will start picking up in the fourth quarter.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2084791/arkhom-banking-on-jabs-toboost-economy



SET-listed Thonburi Healthcare Group (THG) is forging a new partnership with a Thai
oil and gas giant for a healthcare venture this year, hoping to catch a global trend as the
country is deemed an "aged" society.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2084795/thg-keen-to-diversify-withpartnership



National Telecom (NT) on Tuesday paid for the first instalment of the 700-megahertz
spectrum licence fee, ending speculation that the merged unit of CAT Telecom and TOT
may ditch the frequency over concerns about the viability of the 5G business plan.

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2084851/nt-pays-first-instalment-of700mhz-licence-fee


Central Pattana Plc (CPN) has increased the portion of its investment budget for the Dusit
Central Park joint development project with Dusit Thani from a reported 17.4 billion baht
in 2017 to 21.1 billion.
o Linkhttps://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2084895/cpn-raises-stake-in-dusitcentral-park



SET-listed GMM Grammy expects to resume growth this year after seeing revenue
sharply decline last year.
o Linkgrowth

https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2084803/gmm-poised-to-see-2021-

Issues to be watched out for
 January 25-March 31, 2021 – The implementation of the 2nd-phase of the co-payment
scheme will allow registrants to start spending.
 March 17-18, 2021 – The parliament is expected to hold an extraordinary session to vote
for charter amendment drafts in the 3rd reading and consider a bill on national
referendums.
 March 22 –April 4, 2021 – The 42nd Bangkok International Motor Show is to be held in
Nonthaburi’s Impact Arena, Muang Thong Thani.
 March 26, 2021 – The test run for the Red Line railway is scheduled to commence.
 March 28, 2021 – Elections for the mayors and councilors of municipalities of all levels tambon, muang and nakhon - throughout the country.
 March 31, 2021 – The government’s half-half co-payment scheme is set to end.
 March 31-June 30, 2021 – The deadline extension to file personal income taxes for the
2020 tax year.
 April 2021 – The government is set to launch “area quarantine” plan to open Thailand to
foreign tourists.

 April, 2021 – Thai Airways International Plc (THAI) expects the Central Bankruptcy
Court to consider its rehab blueprint for approval.
 April 2021 – The Batong Airport is scheduled to be opened after being postponed from
February due to the resurgence of the Covid-19.
 April, 2021 – The central bank plans to officially implement the new rule on the rate of
penalty imposed on loan defaulters in a bid to ease borrowers’ burdens and motivate them
to repay their debts.
 April 19-20, 2021 – World Cannabis Day at Bangkok’s Carlton Hotel.
 May, 2021 – The 66th Bangkok Gems & Jewelry Fair (BGJF) Virtual Trade Fair is set to
be held.
 May 7, 2021 – Thai Airways International Plc (THAI) is expected to hold a creditors
meeting to inspect and vote for the rehab plan.
 June, 2021 – Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC)’s debt holiday
is due to expire.
 July, 2021 – TMB-Thanachart Bank (TMB-TBank) expects to complete the integration of
the 2 financial entities.
 September 1, 2021 – The government will collect value-added tax from Netflix, Youtube,
Google, Facebook as well as other e-commerce services.
Key Data
SET Index


1,564.03

Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html

Global Commodities
 Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/
 Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/
 Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND
Global Equity Market’s Movements

-1.70

 Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/
Asian Equity Markets Movement
 Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/

Information on March 16, 2021
Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management
Stock Code
BJC
BJC
BJC
BJC
CHAYO
DOHOME
EP
EKH
EKH
KK
MVP
MBK
MBK
PERM
PERM
PSL
PPS
PPS
SA
SISB
SISB
SUN
SUSCO
TCMC
TM
TRUBB
TSTE
WAVE
WAVE

Volume
122,000,000
122,000,000
122,000,000
122,000,000
35,000
50,000
206,000
100,000
200,000
100,000
5,000,000
1,000
10,000
260,000
540,100
119,500
298,100
600,000
150,000
8,300
41,700
20,000
500,000
220,000
300,000
200,000
500
400,000
200,000

Value

Action

38
38
38
38
5.3
18.9
5.47
5.85
5.88
2.24
1.4
15.2
11.6
0.7
0.73
12.11
0.47
0.5
7.32
9.9
9.85
6.2
3.2
1.8
2.58
2.58
7.1
0.3
0.32

Sale
Purchase
Sale
Purchase
Sale
Purchase
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Purchase
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale

WAVE

400,000

0.34

Sale

XD, XE or XM or other notifications
For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on
http://www.set.or.th/set/calendarofevents.do

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand
Daily as of 16 Mar 2021
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type
Local Institutions
Proprietary
Trading
Foreign Investors
Local Individuals

Buy
Value
5,489.61
9,877.67
30,188.62
42,743.35

%
6.22
11.19

Sell
Value
5,436.83
10,215.39

34.19
48.41

35,461.64
37,185.38

%
6.16
11.57

Net
Value
52.78
-337.72

%
-

40.16
42.11

-5,273.02
5,557.97

-

%
8.13
10.63

Net
Value
3,446.10
980.28

%
-

36.13
45.1

1,226.76
-5,653.14

-

Monthly Cumulative between 1 - 16 Mar 2021
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type
Local Institutions
Proprietary
Trading
Foreign Investors
Local Individuals

Buy
Value
98,463.60
125,178.37

%
8.43
10.72

Sell
Value
95,017.51
124,198.09

423,334.61
521,205.82

36.24
44.62

422,107.85
526,858.96

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan - 16 Mar 2021
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type
Local Institutions
Proprietary
Trading
Foreign Investors
Local Individuals

Buy
Value
369,313.95
502,031.11

%
7.73
10.51

1,707,481.52 35.76
2,196,527.48 46

Total Trading Value 88,299.24 Million Baht
Background Information –

Sell
Value
395,937.05
499,549.56

%
8.29
10.46

Net
Value
-26,623.09
2,481.55

%
-

1,735,855.78 36.35
2,144,011.69 44.9

-28,374.25
52,515.80

-

The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the
Election Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019


https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24



List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf
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