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Political News 

 Although the issue of Covid-19 is the biggest news of the country and the new numbers 

are out with 18 deaths and 1,911 new infections, the story about the convicted Australian 

drug dealer – Thammanat Prompao, who is the Deputy Agriculture Minister in the 

incumbent government lead by 2014 coup leader Prayut Chan-o-cha, was let free on the 

issue of eligibility of him holding a public office. 

 

 The bench of 9 Constitutional Court judges said that as the ‘crime’ was 

committed outside the sovereignty of Thailand and that Thammanat was 

convicted outside Thailand then he has not broken the law. 

 

 The judgment was unanimous 9-0 to not convict him. 

 

 The judgment has prompted an outcry across the country and a mockery around the world 

with media houses around the world playing up the story. 

 

 Nipit Intrasombat, a member of the Democrat party and a senior leader of the 

party came out to say this morning the following 

 



 

 

 “I don’t want to give a point of view on the political side as my party is 

aligned with the coalition at the moment.” 

 “But this is one of the highest crisis for the Constitutional Court.” 

 “It is a crisis for the reputation and the trust that people have in the 

judiciary.” 

 “Every other institutions has seen crisis and the judiciary was not in that 

phase yet.” 

 “From here on nobody is going to believe anybody else anymore.” 

 

 Social media was buzzing all day with the verdict and what it means to the 

country and future. 

 

 So much was the buzz that the famous food delivery and food outlet rating 

application/website – Wongnai (www.wongnai.com) was playing with the 

‘flour’ words that Thammanat had said his heroin was in the parliament 

during the last no-confidence debate that happened in 2020. 

 

 

 The ruling triggered negative criticism from government opponents. Progressive 

Movement chairman Thanathorn Juangruangruangkit commented on Twitter that, 

“the ruling has set new standards that an overseas convict is eligible to be a 

cabinet minister”. 

 

http://www.wongnai.com/


 

 

  Pichai Naripthaphan, Pheu Thai’s deputy leader, yesterday told Thai Enquirer 

that having a person associated with drugs to hold on to a cabinet position is 

disgraceful. “It shows the low level of standard in the current government and the 

country because this would not happen abroad,” he said. 

 

 “The fact that we have to wait for the constitutional court to decide on this 

is also quite shameful,” Pheu Thai’s Pichai added. He said Thammanat 

lied to parliament about the heroine being flour, and the latest ruling was 

unacceptable because the Australian appeal court’s own finding was very 

clear. 

 

 Chaithawat Tulathon, secretary-general of the opposition Kao Klai (Move 

Forward) Party, said he was disappointed with the ruling and vowed to take the 

ruling to the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) and the Supreme 

Court, pointing that the ruling is a serious breach of the code of ethics.  

In other news 

 The opposition camp threatened to bring impeachment proceedings against Prime 

Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha for his failure to manage the Covid-19 outbreak in the 

wake of the new cluster originating from Bangkok’s Thong Lor area, sending the impact 

of the pandemic on the economy to deepen. 

 

 Krissada Tantherdthit, Pheu Thai MP for Nong Khai, said Pheu Thai’s economic 

team assessed that the 3rd wave of Covid-19 to cause economic losses of around 

450 billion baht or higher if the outbreak cannot be put under control. 

 

 The opposition plans to file an impeachement motion against Gen Prayut soon, 

Krissada said, urging Gen Prayut to launch cash handouts of 5000 baht per month 

for 3 months and a suspension of loan repayments for both principal and interest 

rates. He said it is time for Gen Prayut to step down to allow the country to move 

forward or Thai people will start moving out of the country. 

 



 

 

 The United Front of Thammasat and Demonstration (UFTD) called supporters to meet in 

front of the Criminal Court on Ratchadaphisek road at 11:00 hrs today to hear whether 

the court will grant bail for temporary release of student activists Parit “Penguin” 

Chiwarak, Panusaya “Rung” Sithijirawattanakul and singer Chaiamorn Kawewiboonpan 

or Ammy the Bottom Blues. 

 

 Parit has been detained at Bangkok Remand Prison for 86 days while Panusaya 59 

days and Chaiamorn 64 days on serious charges ranging from violation of the lese 

majeste law under Section 112 of the Criminal Code, arson for allegedly setting 

fire to a portrait of the King in front of the Klongprem Central Prison in Bangkok 

and computer crimes under the Computer Crime Act, the UFTD Facebook page 

said. 

 

 Meanwhile, the Kalasin provincial court has approved temporary release of 

Piyarat “ Toto” Chongthep, head of WeVo guards on charges of royal defamation 

under Section 112 of the Criminal Code and computer crimes on a 200,000-baht 

surety, says Thai Lawyers for Human Rights (TLHR). 

 

 The court has set bail conditions for Piyarat that he has to be on an electronic 

monitoring (EM) bracelet, barred from overseas travel. Piyarat was detained in 

prison for 31 days. 

           



 

 

 

 Thaworn Senniam, a Democrat Party MP for Songkhla, has come out to propose the 

government to take legal action against all individuals responsible for bringing into the 

country the UK variant of Covid-19 brought from Cambodia, causing a new surge of 

Covid-19 cases in Bangkok’s Thong Lor area. 

 

 Thaworn is convinced that the government will be able to restore public 

confidence by taking tough action against those wrongdoers responsible for 

causing this new wave of the outbreak. 

 

 On his Facebook, Thepthai Senpong, a former Democrat MP for Nakhon Si Thammarat, 

warned Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha of diminishing popularity rating as the 

government fail to make any progress in curbing the spread of the outbreak.  

 

 Thepthai said people will start paying attention to former prime minister Thaksin 

Shinawatra who keeps selling dreams to Thai people on Clubhouse, pointing that 

Thaksin’s comments via the Clubhouse chatroom are to discredit the government, 

aiming at eroding Gen Prayut’s approval rating.  

 

 The Royal Gazette announced that Parliament is scheduled to convene on May 22. 

 

 

Economic News 

 The Cabinet yesterday approved a host of relief measures to help increase purchasing 

power and liquidity of Thai people to enable them to weather the economic crisis caused 

by the Covid-19 pandemic.  

 

 The cabinet approved a new relief package worth a combined 225.5 billion to 

fund following measures: 

 



 

 

 1) The 3
rd

 phase of the 50:50 co-payment scheme, under which about 31 

million people will receive 3,000 baht to be spent from July until 

December, at a maximum of 150 baht a day. 

 

 2) E-voucher scheme, 31 million people expected to participate, under 

which each will receive e-voucher that can spend no more than 5,000 baht 

per person per day, maximum 7,000 per person, from August through 

December. 

 

 3) The 3
rd

 phase of scheme for Pracharat social-welfare card holders, 

under which each of the 13.6 million card holders will receive an 

additional 200 baht a month for 6 months, payable from July until 

December, to help with general living expenses. 

 

 4) Five million people in need of special help will each receive an 

additional of 200 baht for 6 months, beginning July. 

 

 5) The “Rao Chana scheme” will be extended for another 2 weeks, 

participants will receive 1,000 baht a week for 2 weeks, payable in June, 

while employees covered by the social security scheme will receive 1,000 

baht a week for 2 weeks, also in June. 

 

 6) The Government Savings Bank and Bank of Agriculture and 

Agricultural Cooperatives will grant soft loans, amounting to 10,000 

million baht each for farmers, small business operators and members of 

the public, with only 0.35 per cent interest rate, with a 3-years repayment 

schedule and a grace period for the first 6 months. 

 

 The total of 225 billion baht of funds are to help 51 million affected by 3
rd

 wave 

infection, which equates to about 73 per cent of the population (the amount is 

about 1.4 per cent of the country’s gross domestic product-GDP). 

 



 

 

 Some goes to prolong (briefly) of 50% CoPay, We Win, We Love & top up 

welfare. There will also be e-vouchers handed out July-Sep to be spent starting 

Aug-Dec.  

 

 These e-vouchers will allow spending 5,000 baht/day, 4 million is expected to 

participate 

 

 This comes just on the day that the Bank of Thailand (BoT) lowered the country’s GDP 

projection to 2 per cent from earlier projection of 3 per cent. 

 

 The BoT’s monetary policy committee (MPC) yesterday voted unanimously to 

keep its policy interest rate steady at 0.50 per cent. 

 

 BoT is also concerned about the unemployment rate that rose 181 per cent in the 

1
st
 quarter of this year by another 60,000. BoT said that the rising unemployment 

rate driven by the 3
rd

 wave of the Covid-19 crisis will slow down Thailand’s 

economic recovery and pose a long-term challenge for the Thai labour system. 

 

 Analysts said that the BoT’s downgraded of the GDP growth from 3 per cent to 2 per 

cent based on 100 million doses injected by year-end 2021, 1.2 million international 

tourists coming and underemployment at 2.7 million people. 

 

 “This is quite a dismal picture for the domestic economy. Thus, we re-iterate our 

recommendation to focus on cyclicals that are plays on global recovery,” 

Maybank Kim Eng said in an early morning note to clients. 

 

 The stocks it recommends are  

 

 SCC, IVL, PTTEP, PTTGC, SCGP, CPF, GFPT. STGT 

 

 The University of Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC)’s Center for Economic and 

Business Forecasting, expects 3
rd

 phase of the co-payment scheme alone to stimulate total 

spending of 150-200 million baht given that the scheme has around 30 million eligible 

recipients. 

 



 

 

 The extension of the co-payment scheme will help generate around 300-400 

million baht in the economy and may help boost Thailand’s GDP by 2.5-3 per 

cent, says UTCC’s Center for Economic and Business Forecasting Thanawat 

Phonwichai. 

 

 The Cabinet yesterday also approved  

 A 2-month rebate/free use of electricity which will see the month of April being 

the benchmark used for electricity bill in the month of May and June. 

 

 If users use less than 90 units then it will be free 

 If users use 90-150 units they will pay for the 60 unit only. 

 If users use 150-500 units then their bill will be equal to that of April 

 If they use 500-1,000 units then they will get a discount on the excess use 

from 500-1,000 units. 

 

 A 10 per cent tap water rate cut for households and small businesses which 

consume lower amounts of water.  

 

 The Ministry of Tourism and Sports put the brake on over-advertised vaccine tour 

packages. 

 

 The move came after a meeting between Tourism and Sports Phiphat 

Ratchakitprakarn, the Thai Travel Agents Association (TTAA) and 

representatives from My Journey Travel Company Limited, an outbound tour 

company that offered vaccination tours.  

 

 During the meeting, Phiphat asked My Journey Travel Company Limited to 

explain its vaccine tour programs in details. He stressed that the company is 

allowed to offer vaccine trips to consumers but it must comply with the law and 

must not overstate or exaggerate its claims. He also added that tour buyers must 



 

 

undergo the 14-day mandatory quarantine at a state quarantine facility at their 

own expenses. 

 

 A latest report said My Journey Travel Company Limited has changed its slogan 

for vaccine tourism to Travel the World New Path to the US. 

 

 Prices of commercial banks’ shares slipped across the board yesterday due to investors’ 

panic triggered by the cabinet’s approval over an extension of debt repayment periods. 

 

 The cabinet’s approval for the Central Bank to seek cooperation with commercial 

banks for an extension of debt suspension periods hit commercial banks’ stocks 

across the board.  

 

 SCB shares fell 5 baht or 4.76 per cent to close at 100 baht; KBANK shares was 

down 6 baht or 4.55 per cent to close at 126 baht while BBL shares slid 3.50 baht 

or 2.88 per cent to close at 118 baht.  

 

 Chaiyot Jiwangkul, deputy director at Krungsri Securities, said commercial 

banks’ stocks tumbled as investors panicked over the cabinet’s move for the 

Central Bank to extend debt repayment period for those affected by the Covid-19 

outbreak. 

 

 The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) Index closed at 1,549.22 yesterday, down 33.91 

points or 2.14 per cent. The volume of total transactions was 127.109 billion baht with an 

index high of 1,583.27 and a low of 1,547.35. 

 

 The SET tumbled on concerns over the Covid-19 outbreak situation, uncertainty 

over the higher number of Covid-19 cases in Thailand and volatility in foreign 

fund flows amid some positive sentiment from hopes of economic recovery as the 

US and Europe ease their lockdowns. 

 



 

 

 According to the Thai Capital Market Organization (Fetco), the ICI for the next three 

months fell by 14.6 per cent from the previous month to 124.37 though it still remained 

bullish as investors have high hopes regarding vaccine rollouts and this positive factor 

helped slow declining market sentiment. Meanwhile, the latest resurgence of the 

pandemic in Thailand, economic recession, and rising household debt are the top negative 

factors hurting investor confidence, said Paiboon Nalinthrangkurn, chairman of Fetco.  

 

 Fetco also downgraded its forecast for Thailand's GDP this year to 1.5-2.5 per cent  

from the previous forecast of 2.7 per cent  due to the impact from the third wave 

while GDP in 2022 is expected to grow by 4 per cent . 

 

 The Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases yesterday accepted a lawsuit 

filed by BTS Group Holdings against the governor of the Mass Rapid Transit Authority 

of Thailand (MRTA) for illegally amending the bidding terms and cancelling bidding for 

the construction of the western extension of the Orange Line. 

 

 Seven people were facing the lawsuit, including the the MRTA governor and 

members of a selection committee that revised the bidding terms of the Bang 

Khun Non–Min Buri section of the Orange Line and cancelled the bidding, says 

Pol Col Suchart Wonganantchai, an adviser to BTS Group Holdings Plc.  

 

 The court scheduled a hearing on July 27 but there was a possibility of 

postponement due to Covid-19, Pol Col Suchart added. 

 

 

General News 

 



 

 

 The government has officially set up a new centre to tackle the coronavirus outbreak 

situation in Bangkok amid escalation of the outbreak situation in Bangkok and adjacent 

provinces, the Royal Gazette announced.  

 

 The new center will be headed by Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha, as the 

head of the Center for Covid-19 Situation Administration (CCSA), said CCSA 

deputy spokeswoman Dr Apisamai Srirangsan. 

 

  The new centre, called CCSA Bangkok, will oversee the outbreak situation such 

as proactive testing, patient allocation, medical resource allocation and 

vaccination in all 50 districts of the capital. 

 

 The government has set up another field hospital at Impact Muang Thong Thani. 

 

 The move to use Impact as a field hospital is to have enough beds for the so called 

‘Yellow’ tagged patients with Covid-19 symptoms. 

 

 Impact will be able to accommodate up to 5,200 beds 

 

 Yet another company – Right Tunneling Plc, that takes up work from the local 

administration from Samut Prakarn provincial authorities, reportedly tested positive for 

Covid-19. 

 

 The company, which was reported by Channel 3 this morning, has 110 of its 302 

employees tested positive for the virus. 

 

 This comes after another company in the same province reported more than half 

of its workers being impacted by the virus a few days ago. 

 

 If you are looking to go malls,  

 

 Please check because of the malls are closed for deep cleaning and to avoid being 

the super spreader. 

 

 Among those being closed is - The Mall Bangkae, which is to be closed until May 

7 

 



 

 

 Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha has come out to make an ambitious promise to 

administer 15-30 million doses per month. This time, he said his government is trying to 

secure 5-20 million doses of Pfizer, 5-10 million doses of Sputnik V and Johnson & 

Johnson, and more from other brands including Moderna, Sinopharm and Bharat Biotech. 

 

 Under this plan, the government is aiming at vaccinating 70 per cent of Thai 

population or 50 million people within this year. This challenge will require the 

government to administer 100 million doses in total or the government would 

have to inoculate about 500,000 people per day. 

 

 The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Thailand has come out to rebuke rumours that 

some Pfizer vaccines have been imported into Thailand. 

 

 Pfizer (Thailand) also issued a letter denying the same rumour.  

 

 Pfizer’s move came after former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, under the 

name “Tony Woodssome”, claimed during his latest appearance in a Clubhouse 

chat that Pfizer vaccines have been shared between a small group of people. 

 

 



 

 

 

 Bangkok Governor Pol Gen Aswin Kwanmuang has come out to confirm City Hall’s 

plan to use the anti-viral drug Favipiravir to treat field hospital patients. Field hospitals 

are currently being used for so-called “green” Covid-19 patients or those with only minor 

symptoms, or none. 

 

 Favipiravir, sold under the brand name Avigan among others, is an antiviral 

medication used to treat influenza in Japan. It is also being studied to treat a 

number of other viral infections, including SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-19). 

 

 Earlier this week, the Bangkok governor announced that officials would treat field 

hospital patients with Favipiravir as soon as they were admitted. He said patients 

would be given 10 tablets a day over 5 days, amounting to a total of 50 tablets per 

patient. 

 

 Nitipatana Chierakul from the Faculty of Medicine at Siriraj Hospital says he 

disagrees with the proposal to use Favipiravir to treat all Covid patients. 

Nitipatana warned that the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA)’s policy 

could create a shortage of supply, with those in urgent need unable to get hold of 

it. He also said the use of the anti-viral drug to treat Covid-19 patients is 

considered “non-rational”, meaning such usage is not what it was designed for. 

This could produce adverse side-effects in some patients. 

 

 Meanwhile, the Department of Intellectual Property (DIP) has rejected a request 

to patent the anti-viral drug Favipiravir which is being administered to patients 

with few if any Covid-19 symptoms. 

 

 DIP Director-General Vuttikrai Leewiraphan said the request by a manufacturer 

to patent the drug in its tablet form did not constitute an advanced invention under 

the 1979 Patent Act. 

 



 

 

 Thailand logged 2,112 new cases and 15 deaths in the past 24 hours, according to the 

Centre for Covid-19 Situation Administration (CCSA). 

 

 Bangkok is again leading the list with 789 confirmed cases, followed by 249 in 

Nonthaburi, 226 in Samut Prakan and 110 in Chonburi. 

 

 The number of confirmed cases in Thailand had risen to 74,900. Of these, 71,556 

had been contracted locally, including 22,794 who were found via proactive 

testing, while 3,344 were returnees. 

 

 The National Health Security Office (NHSO) is offering compensation for adverse events 

following Covid-19 vaccinations, ranging from persistent illnesses to death. 

 

 The NHSO's board decided to adjust its payments for healthcare services 

associated with Covid-19 screening and treatment by including compensation for 

Covid-19 vaccination reactions, said Dr Jadej Thammatacharee, secretary-general 

of the NHSO.  

 

 In cases of death or irreversible disabilities, the compensation will be paid at a 

maximum 400,000 baht per case, while 240,000 baht will be paid for cases of less 

serious disabilities. As for injuries or persistent illnesses the maximum 

compensation payment is 100,000 baht. 

 

Political News Headlines in Thai Media 

 There is a line of thought in American politics that the flag must be and is large enough to 

hide the sins of the past because the US experiment is too important to fail. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/27157/opinion-there-is-no-flag-large-enough-to-

hide-our-shame/ 

 

https://www.thaienquirer.com/27157/opinion-there-is-no-flag-large-enough-to-hide-our-shame/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/27157/opinion-there-is-no-flag-large-enough-to-hide-our-shame/


 

 

 Thai high school and university students are dropping out of school and queuing up to 

travel abroad to take up lucrative careers in drug dealing in the hopes that they could 

become government ministers. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/27155/siamese-satirist-thai-students-to-deal-

drugs-abroad-in-hopes-of-becoming-government-minister/ 

 

 Thailand’s courts ruled on Wednesday that Deputy Agricultural Minister Thammanat 

Prompao can continue to hold office despite being convicted of previous drug trafficking 

charges in Australia. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/27143/thai-court-rules-drug-dealing-minister-

can-still-hold-office/ 

 

 The government has set up a new centre dedicated to tackling the coronavirus outbreak 

situation in Bangkok, as new cases continue to surge from new clusters across the capital, 

officials said Wednesday.  

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/27133/government-forms-new-centre-to-handle-

latest-covid-outbreak-in-the-capital/ 

 

 “The truth is, there is something terribly wrong with this country, isn’t there?  

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/27107/opinion-the-silent-culprit-of-thailands-

hopelessness/ 

 

 While the pandemic may keep people at home, the spirit of the pro-democracy protests 

has been reignited to protect the dissidents currently in Jail. Many protesters say they 

want to employ the ‘witch-hunt’ tactic against those in power and their families. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/27109/opinion-debating-the-merits-of-social-

sanctions-against-families-and-people-behind-the-system/ 

 

 Pfizer confirmed on Wednesday that its vaccine had not yet been imported into Thailand. 

The producer added that it was still in talks with the Thai Public Health Ministry on a 

deal to purchase the vaccine. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40000554 

 

 The cabinet has approved the deferral of the full enforcement of the Personal Data 

Protection Act (PDPA) slated for this June by another year, with the explanation the 

https://www.thaienquirer.com/27155/siamese-satirist-thai-students-to-deal-drugs-abroad-in-hopes-of-becoming-government-minister/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/27155/siamese-satirist-thai-students-to-deal-drugs-abroad-in-hopes-of-becoming-government-minister/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/27143/thai-court-rules-drug-dealing-minister-can-still-hold-office/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/27143/thai-court-rules-drug-dealing-minister-can-still-hold-office/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/27133/government-forms-new-centre-to-handle-latest-covid-outbreak-in-the-capital/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/27133/government-forms-new-centre-to-handle-latest-covid-outbreak-in-the-capital/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/27107/opinion-the-silent-culprit-of-thailands-hopelessness/
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https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40000554


 

 

country is facing a difficult time with the pandemic and the legislation’s related processes 

have yet to be settled. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2110719/controversial-law-on-

personal-data-again-postponed-for-another-year 

  

Economic News Headlines in Thai Media 

 Freedom of travel, as 16th century Spanish theologian Francisco de Vitoria famously 

proclaimed, was a fundamental rule of natural law.  

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/27160/opinion-the-government-must-consider-

all-aspects-before-rolling-out-the-vaccine-passport/ 

 

 A growing number of Thais are taking specialist travel tours to get vaccinated against 

Covid-19 abroad, as the country’s own inoculation roll-out has met with delays and 

criticism. The trend has been seized by an industry that has seen its business almost 

vanish for more than a year under the pandemic. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/27128/thais-turn-to-vaccine-tourism-overseas/ 

 

 The government on Wednesday gave the green light for the third phase of relief measure 

co-payments worth around 93 billion baht, supporting total disbursements of up to 3,000 

baht per person for 31 million eligible Thais from July to December. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/27127/government-approves-further-covid-

relief-handouts-up-to-december/ 

 

 Shares of Sri Trang Gloves Thailand (STGT), one of the leading rubber glove producers, 

rose 2.82 per cent to 45.50 baht on Wednesday after it announced an approval from 

regulators to list on Singapore Exchange Limited (SGX-ST). 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/27123/sri-trang-gloves-rises-on-approval-for-

singapore-listing/ 

 

 Thai large-capitalization stocks fell on Wednesday following uncertainties prompted by 

the latest local Covid-19 outbreak, led by Kasikornbank (KBANK) tumbling 4.55 per 

cent to 126 baht. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/27150/thai-banks-and-other-big-caps-fall-on-

fears-of-fallout-from-latest-covid-surge/ 

https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2110719/controversial-law-on-personal-data-again-postponed-for-another-year
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2110719/controversial-law-on-personal-data-again-postponed-for-another-year
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 Thailand’s headline consumer price index (CPI) in April jumped 3.41 per cent year-on-

year to 100.48 points, the first time it rose in 14 months, the Ministry of Commerce said 

Wednesday. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/27145/consumer-prices-rise-year-on-year-for-

the-first-time-since-start-of-pandemic/ 

 

 The Department of Health on Wednesday tightened Covid-19 preventive measures for 

delivery service operators in a bid to gain confidence among customers. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40000559 

 

 Employers in Thailand cut around 76 per cent of their employees’ working time during 

the second half of 2020 in order to save costs, a report by American analytics and 

advisory company Gallup said. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40000545 

 

 The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) Index closed at 1,549.22 on Wednesday, down 

33.91 points or 2.14 per cent. The volume of total transactions was THB127.10 billion 

with an index high of 1,583.27 and a low of 1,547.35. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/40000557 

 

 The cabinet remained split over the status of Thai Airways International ahead of a key 

meeting of creditors to decide the airline's rehabilitation plan, a source at Government 

House said on Wednesday. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2110735/thai-airways-still-in-holding-

pattern-after-cabinet-meeting 

 

 The value of planned investment in applications made in the first quarter of 2021 rose 

80% to 123 billion baht as proposed foreign direct investment (FDI) more than doubled, 

an investment agency said on Wednesday. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2110727/investment-applications-rise-

80-in-first-quarter-2021 

 

 The central bank left its key interest rate unchanged at a record low of 0.50% on 

Wednesday, as expected, preserving its limited ammunition as the economy struggles 

with a third wave of coronavirus infections. 

 

https://www.thaienquirer.com/27145/consumer-prices-rise-year-on-year-for-the-first-time-since-start-of-pandemic/
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https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40000559
https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40000545
https://www.nationthailand.com/business/40000557
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2110735/thai-airways-still-in-holding-pattern-after-cabinet-meeting
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2110735/thai-airways-still-in-holding-pattern-after-cabinet-meeting
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2110727/investment-applications-rise-80-in-first-quarter-2021
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2110727/investment-applications-rise-80-in-first-quarter-2021


 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2110675/bank-of-thailand-leaves-rate-

at-record-low-warns-of-covid-risk 

 

 The Department of Agriculture (DoA) has warned Thai exporters to avoid transporting 

their durians through the Youyi Guan border crossing in China because it is clogged up 

with traffic due to Covid-19 surveillance procedures. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2110783/avoid-busy-border-

durian-exporters-told 

 

 The Chiang Mai sandbox model will go ahead as planned on Oct 1 and target tourists 

from Asia as operators expect to receive a windfall from the Phuket sandbox. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2111095/chiang-mai-sandbox-on-

course-for-october 

 

 The consumption of fuel , including oil, petrol, diesel, aviation jet fuel, liquefied 

petroleum gas (LPG) and natural gas for vehicles (NGV), dropped by an average of 7.7 

per cent year on year during the first three months of 2021, the Department of Energy 

Business said on Wednesday. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40000575 

 

                                                        Issues to be watched out for 

 March 31-June 30, 2021 – The deadline extension to file personal income taxes for the 

2020 tax year. 

 

 May, 2021 – The 66
th

 Bangkok Gems & Jewelry Fair (BGJF) Virtual Trade Fair is set to 

be held.  

 May, 2021 – The new parliament house will be officially inaugurated. 

 

 May 12, 2021 – Thai Airways International Plc (THAI) is expected to hold a creditors 

meeting to inspect and vote for the rehab plan.  

 

 May 13, 2021 – The public prosecutor set a new hearing of 13 people involved in the 

protest in front of the German Embassy in Bangkok on 26 October 2020. The hearing has 

been postponed as the prosecutor said it had yet to finish the paperwork needed to file the 

case against the protesters. 

 

https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2110675/bank-of-thailand-leaves-rate-at-record-low-warns-of-covid-risk
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2110675/bank-of-thailand-leaves-rate-at-record-low-warns-of-covid-risk
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2110783/avoid-busy-border-durian-exporters-told
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2110783/avoid-busy-border-durian-exporters-told
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2111095/chiang-mai-sandbox-on-course-for-october
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2111095/chiang-mai-sandbox-on-course-for-october
https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40000575


 

 

 May 15, 2021 – Nok Airlines Plc was granted the extension of the submission period of 

the rehabilitation plan, from original schedule on April 15, which is the last extension of 

time as permitted by law. 

 

 May 22, 2021 – the parliament convenes for an extraordinary parliamentary meeting. 

 

 May 27-28, 2021 – the parliament is to deliberate a budget bill for the 2022 fiscal year.  

 

 June, 2021 – Siam Bioscience to start mass production plan of Covid-19 vaccines. 

 

 June, 2021 – Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC)’s debt holiday 

is due to expire. 

 

 June, 2021 – Thai Airways expects the bankruptcy court to hold hearings to consider and 

approve the plan and also appoint an administrator. 

 

 July, 2021 – TMB-Thanachart Bank (TMB-TBank) expects to complete the integration of 

the 2 financial entities.  

 

 July 1, 2021 – Vaccinated tourists can visit Phuket without undergoing mandatory 

quarantine.    

 

 July 27, 2021 – The Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases scheduled for a 

hearing in a lawsuit filed by BTS Group Holdings against the governor of the Mass Rapid 

Transit Authority of Thailand (MRTA) for illegally amending the bidding terms and 

cancelling bidding for the construction of the western extension of the Orange Line. 

 

 September 1, 2021 – The government will collect value-added tax from Netflix, Youtube, 

Google, Facebook as well as other e-commerce services.  

 

 October, 2021 – Bangkok governor election is set to be held.  

 

 October 1, 2021 – The quarantine measure will be lifted in Krabi, Phang Nga, Pattaya and 

Chiang Mai. 

 

                                                                         Key Data 

SET Index                 1,549.22      -33.91   

 

 Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html 

 

Global Commodities   

https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html


 

 

 

 Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/   

 

 Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/    

 

 Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND  

  

  

Global Equity Market’s Movements  

 

 Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/  

 

Asian Equity Markets Movement  

 

 Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/   

  

 

Information on May 5, 2021 

 

Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management 

 

Stock Code Volume Value Action 

 

Data not found 

 

 

 

XD, XE or XM or other notifications 
  

For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on 

http://www.set.or.th/set/calendarofevents.do  

  

  

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand 
 

Daily as of 5 May 2021  

                                                                                                                                         Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 6,341.72 4.99 6,979.07 5.49 -637.34 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

11,132.54 8.76 13,196.76 10.38 -2,064.22 - 

Foreign Investors 45,493.97 35.79 55,969.54 44.03 -10,475.57 - 

Local Individuals 64,141.00 50.46 50,963.87 40.09 13,177.14 - 

http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/
http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/
http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND
http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/
http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/
http://www.set.or.th/set/calendarofevents.do


 

 

Monthly Cumulative between 1 - 5 May 2021  

                                                                                                                                       Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 6,341.72 4.99 6,979.07 5.49 -637.34 - 

Proprietary 
Trading 

11,132.54 8.76 13,196.76 10.38 -2,064.22 - 

Foreign Investors 45,493.97 35.79 55,969.54 44.03 -10,475.57 - 

Local Individuals 64,141.00 50.46 50,963.87 40.09 13,177.14 - 

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan - 5 May 2021  

                                                                                                                                       Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 552,538.57 7.45 590,174.50 7.96 -37,635.93 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

779,334.00 10.51 777,919.14 10.49 1,414.85 - 

Foreign Investors 2,603,905.32 35.11 2,647,409.42 35.69 -43,504.11 - 

Local Individuals 3,481,355.22 46.94 3,401,630.04 45.86 79,725.19 - 

 

Total Trading Value 127,109.24 Million Baht 

 

 

Background Information – 
   

The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the 

Election Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019 

 

 https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24 
 

 List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf  

 
Information provided here is copyright of ThaiNews Corp and no part maybe reproduced in any form without 

the prior written permission. The opinions expressed are only those of the writer’s and is analysed based on the 

situation.  
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