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COVID-19 News


Thailand continues to see a record high daily rise in COVID-19 infections.
 Today’s numbers are as follows:


 Total New Infections



=

11,784

 Community Infection

=

11,684

 Prison Infection

=

100

=

81

=

5,741

Total New Death

 Total New Recovery


Thailand’s infection numbers surpassed the 10,000 mark on Saturday when it announced
10,082 cases. It was followed by 11,397 new cases on Sunday.

 The number of death has also surpassed 100 mark with 141 and 101 new deaths
on Saturday and Sunday respectively.
 The average infection from the start of July now stands at 8,005 cases per day or a
rise of nearly 200% from the June 1 to June 19.
 In June the total infection for the 1 st 19 days stood at 54,657 and death
stood at 578
 Against 155,869 infections and 1,399 deaths for the same 19 days of July.


The government has announced additional measures to help bring down the number of
infections.
 3 more provinces added to the curfew list from the existing 10 provinces in the so
called ‘Deep Red Zone’
 These provinces are :
 Ayuthaya
 Chonburi
 Chachongsao
 The previous provinces were Bangkok and Metropolitan Region
(Bangkok, Nakhon Pathom, Nonthaburi, Pathum Thani, Samut Prakan and
Samut Sakhon), the four provinces in the South (Narathiwat, Pattani,
Songkhla and Yala).
 Effective tomorrow Malls, community malls and others would be closed
 Only the following shops in these shopping malls/community malls can
remain open
 Supermarket
 Pharmacy

 Vaccination points
 Other measures are
 Airlines shut that will impact the entire country’s aviation as Bangkok is
the centre of aviation in Thailand.
 Except for Phuket Sandbox and for Samui Plus
 All 13 provinces cannot see aircrafts landing and taking off within
the country.
 On mass transit all buses, trains and mass transit can only operate with
50% of the passenger capacity
 This starts on July 21st


This comes as the number of cases continues to rise and the number of beds in hospitals
be it intensive care unit (ICU) or ventilators are all in short.

 As of July 18th (the past 7-days) has seen the ICU bed demands continues to rise
to 3,464
 As of July 18th the need for ventilators has risen to 846 people.
 As of July 18th

 Those in hospital are at 116,135 (67835 in hospitals and 48,300 in field
hospitals).
 Thailan has seen 403,386 people infected so far and 3,341 deaths since day-1 of
Covid-19 infection was detected.


Dr. Opas Karnkawinpong, MD. Director-General of the Department of Disease Control,
came out to say that the number of infection over the next 2-weeks is not going to come
down and if things don’t improve the WUHAN model could be put in place.
 Wuhan (China) was the place where Covid-19 was 1st detected and the town
of Wuhan was shut down with total curfew put in place.



As people continue to die in their houses waiting for the beds in hospitals, a son, who
works as a rescue worker, is seen here going to pick up his mother to take her to field
hospital.



To make matters worse a leaked documents shows that Thailand only wanted 3 million
doses per month from Siam BioScience, the local manufacturer of AstraZeneca, but later
asked to raise it to 10 million doses, which was too late as most other countries had
already signed the production capacity.
 The documents were signed by Public Health Minister Anutin Charnvirakul.
 https://www.thaienquirer.com/30034/astrazeneca-says-thailand-onlyrequested-3-million-doses-per-month-in-initial-agreement/

 The document states that Thailand’s 1st signing was for only 26
million doses in January 2021
 The 2nd deal for additional doses were made in May 2021 for 35
million more doses (while all other countries had signed for the
production capacity well before Thailand’s 1st contract was
signed).
 This prompted Public Health Minister to come out and announce again (previous
announcement was for 20 million doses of Pfizer).
 Anutin came out to say on a TV interview that he would bring in 50
million doses of Pfizer. He did not indicate when the vaccines would be
imported.



Ministry of Public Health came out to defend its stance after the leak of the document.
 MoPH came out to list the number of doses it has received of AstraZeneca
vaccine but in the count it also has included the July 12 th donation of 1,053,000
doses from Japan (which is not part of AstraZeneca produced by Siam
BioScience.



The demand for vaccine is so high that the planned opening of booking for SinoPharm
vaccine by Chulaborn Research Institute to the general public on Saturday was booked up
within minutes.
 Social media posts showed that by 07:53 hrs on Sunday all 40,000 doses offered
were taken up although the booking was to start at 08:00 hrs.



On July 29th Thailand is to get 1.5 million doses donated from United States of America,
which would be used for the frontline staff and also those who are older age and possible
group that could be impacted from the virus.



The lack of vaccine has also meant that the inoculation drive has also dried up as just a
mere 93,273 doses were administered on Saturday (usual below 100,000 doses during
weekends).
 This means that the plans for the 100 million doses by December 31 st 2021 is
impossible to achieve as the government needs to inoculate 513,631 doses/day in
the remaining 167 days of this year.

 Below is the data for inoculation for the month of July. The highest day for
inoculation was on July 9th with 399,908 doses.



This also means that the dream of General Prayut to open the borders by October 14 th
2021 is a hollow dream.
 Prayut had made a televised address on June 16 th to open the borders within 120days.

Political News


Despite the possibility of spread the Delta variant, thousands of protestors came out on
the streets yesterday to protest against the government of 2014 coup leader Prayut Chano-cha.
 The protest turned violent as water cannons, tear gas and rubber bullets were used
against the protestors to contain their movement.
 Protestors shouted out that “We are protesting to get vaccines but you are
giving us tear gas, water cannon and rubber bullets”.



The mood of those protesting was exacerbated with the rising death in the country as one
of the protestors had on his vehicle.

 Placards on the car read: “If there were enough vaccines.” “If you weren’t
corrupted.” “My father wouldn’t have died.”



The situation saw many things that were not seen since the anti-government protest began
 As they say pictures say a 1,000 words.

Protestors were burning mock body bags representing Covid-19 victims and a puppet depicting
Prayut.


Prayut Chan-o-cha has withdrawn the plans to procure 2 more submarines after the
purchase of 1 submarine was done and over with.
 The decision to withdraw the purchase of the subs comes amid mounting pressure
from all sides for the Prayut government to withdraw the purchase that would cost
22.5 billion baht for the country.
 The 3rd submarine was already purchased and paid for during the initial period of
Prayut government.

 Thailand’s Navy Chief – Admiral Chatchai Sriwarakan, is to make the official
announcement of the withdrawal of the purchase later today.


Pita Limcharoenrat, the leader of the Progressive Party, said that a budget of 22.5 billion
baht for the purchase of two submarines could be used to buy 35 million doses of Pfizer
vaccine or buy PPE kits for medical personnel and volunteers a total of 150 million kits,
or buy 60 million Rapid Antigen Tests for all people in Thailand.
 These he said, would be far better than buying submarines and parking them in
Thailand.



Thai Human Rights group has come out to say that there are 712 people who were
charged with alleged violations related to political expression since last year, including
501 for violating the emergency decree, 110 for lese-majeste, 104 for sedition, and 68 for
the Computer Crime Act



The epitome of being anti-corruption and always going on filing court cases.
 Ruangkrai Leekitwattana, who kept on filing cases and has been shifting
alliances every time he sees his benefit was awarded for his loyalty.
 Ruangkrai, who shifted away from Pheu Thai to Phalang Pracharat
party earlier this year, was 2-years ago sentenced by Don Muang
District Court to eight months in prison for filing a false complaint
with the Election Commission in a defamation case brought by a
former Democrat MP.
 Over the weekend he posted on his social media that he was given a Mercedes
Benz S560 by ‘senior’ to use for official work.
 He said that the person who gave it to him is bigger than Prayut, Pravit
Wongsuwan and former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra. “
 “This person is a person I am more scared than I am scared from my
wife”.
 He said that “this person does not like to meet people and not many
people see him”.
 This gift is not falling in the 3,000 baht gift limit for him as he’s not a
government official.

Economic News


The Fiscal Policy Office (FPO) has come out to say that the estimates of the growth of
the country economy is facing greater risk due to the lack of tourism returning and also
due to the announcement of lockdown by the government.
 Kulaya Tantitemit, Director of FPO, said the FPO is summarizing various
economic data as a result of government’s measures to assess the economic
situation.
 The FPO said that it was ready to adjust the gross domestic product (GDP)
forecast for 2021, which will be announced on July 29th.
 The outlook for GDP is definitely better than 0%, but the current situation of the
Covid-19 outbreak is expected to reduce the number of tourists, although the
export sector could see some improvement.
 But the government's sudden lockdown announcement was unexpected and as a
result, this estimate of GDP has increased risk factors.



Kriengkrai Thiannukul, Vice Chairman of the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI)
revealed that in this situation, the government must have a public health plan. including
accelerating quality vaccination targets of 100 million doses by the end of this year.
 The FTI said that apart from this the government needs to encourage people to
have access to the use of self-testing kits for COVID-19 to screen infected people
from those who have not been infected, and need to implement additional
economic stimulus measures that are not just remedial measures.
 The FTI said that money must be pumped into the economy to restore business.
especially SMEs.

 It is expected that an additional 1 trillion baht will be needed to allow the
Thai economy to continue until the end of the year, because currently the
impact is that companies have started to run out of capital.


The Bank of Thailand (BoT) revealed that Setthaput Suthiwatanaruput, Governor of the
Bank of Thailand, has sent an open letter to Finance Minister Arkhom.
Termpittayapaisith, clarified that the average headline inflation rate for the past 12
months from July 2020 to June 2021 was below the monetary policy target at 0.18%,
below the target of 1-3%.
 Due to the spread of COVID-19 that has been extended since the middle of the
year 2020, the inflation has remained low.



This is a week when commercial banks are set to announce their Q2 2021 results. The
announcement is expected from July 19-21.
 Bualuang Securities has come out to indicate that the performance of the
commercial bank group in the Q2 2021 is likely to recover. Banking consolidated
profit is forecast at 4.35 billion baht, an increase of 47% year-on-year and stable
quarter-on-quarter, mainly due to lower bad debt provisioning.
 Bualuang estimates that Kasikorn Bank (KBANK), Bangkok Bank (BBL)
and Bank of Ayudhya (BAY) will report the best profit growth. TMB
Bank (TTB) and Siam Commercial Bank (SCB) are expected to report
weaker profits.



Banning FoodPanda is back in trend on social media.
 Twitter people are addicted to #ban foodpanda after tweeting to employees who
attended the protest movement.

 It is reported that the FoodPanda case has tweeted the message: “will
expedite the implementation of the company's absolute rules by giving up
the status of being an employee immediately Foodpanda has a policy
against all forms of violence and terrorism. and willing to fully assist the
authorities in prosecuting the criminals.”
 The move comes as an incident took place during the protest moment around the
Democracy Monument with Twitter users taking video clips. The man is seen
dressed as a food panda delivery man who joined the rally and tag 'foodpanda'
Foodpanda releases another statement. If you are an employee of Foodpanda, you
will be terminated immediately.
 He was seen trying to stir up violence in the video clip.

Political News Headlines in Thai Media


It’s hard to grasp the devastation that has hit Thailand. But with the collapse of our
healthcare system and the third wave of the coronavirus currently ravaging the country,
things seem to be getting worse.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/29964/suicide-mental-anguish-on-the-rise-dueto-pandemic-and-its-economic-and-social-impact/



New lockdown measures to prevent the spread of Covid were announced on Sunday in
the Royal Gazette and will come into effect on July 20.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/30042/new-lockdown-measures-announcedthree-more-provinces-under-tight-control/



A leaked document from AstraZeneca to the Thai government reveals that the Thai
Ministry of Public Health only requested 3 million doses per month in an agreement with
the vaccine manufacturer last September.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/30034/astrazeneca-says-thailand-only-requested3-million-doses-per-month-in-initial-agreement/



Apichatpong wins Jury Prize at Cannes, calls out Thai government in acceptance speech
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/30039/apichatpong-wins-jury-prize-at-cannescalls-out-thai-government-in-acceptance-speech/



Police fired rubber bullets, tear gas and water cannons on Sunday evening to prevent antigovernment protesters from marching to Government House in Bangkok.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40003413



Reacting to opposition criticism, the Royal Thai Navy (RTN) has defended its move to
submit a proposal for the purchase of two submarines, saying it had a duty to do so.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40003371



The Royal Gazette website on Friday announced a ban on public assembly in all
provinces with immediate effect, under the Emergency Decree on Public Administration
in Emergency Situations, to prevent the spread of Covid-19.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40003357



An anti-government protest leader announced an end to the protest near the Government
House at about 6.30pm this evening (Sunday) after several hours facing-off against
crowd control police, who fired water cannon, tear gas and rubber bullets in an attempt to
break up the rally when some hard-core protesters tried to force their way through steel
barricade and razor wire towards Government House.
o Link- https://www.thaipbsworld.com/protesters-end-sundays-rally-in-bangkok-butvow-to-return/



Thailand’s Ministry of Public Health is to go ahead with a temporary restriction on the
export of locally-produced AstraZeneca vaccine, to ensure sufficient supply for domestic
use, in the wake of the relentless spread of COVID-19 in the country.
o Link- https://www.thaipbsworld.com/thailand-wants-to-limit-export-of-locallyproduced-astrazeneca-vaccine/



A majority of people think the current Covid-19 situation in Thailand is extremely
serious and will take at least two years to overcome, according to an opinion survey by
Suan Dusit Rajabhat University, or Suan Dusit Poll.

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2150727/most-see-covidsituation-as-extremely-serious-poll


A total of 2,250 police will on Sunday be mobilised to bring anti-government protesters
who plan to march from Democracy Monument to Government House under control
following a blanket announcement banning such gatherings published in the Royal
Gazette late on Friday night.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2150455/police-mobilise-2000-plus-officers



The government should stop importing Sinovac vaccines as they are not effective enough
to fight the Delta variant of Covid-19, a medical expert said.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2150515/siriraj-doctor-callsfor-end-to-sinovac-imports



All foreigners aged 75 and above, who are residing in Thailand and have yet to receive
any Covid-19 vaccines, can walk in from Monday at the Central Vaccination Centre Bangsue Grand Station every day, between 9am and 4pm.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40003428

Economic News Headlines in Thai Media



Kasikorn Research Center lowered Thailand’s economic projection again on Friday,
predicting only 1 per cent GDP growth for 2021 from 1.8 per cent earlier this summer.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/29994/kasikorn-lowers-gdp-growth-for-the-yearagain/



The government has launched its third economic relief package since Covid-19 broke
out, drawing flak from critics who find the assistance too little to ease the pain and
damage.

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/special-reports/2150571/new-deal-getsthumbs-down


The Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand on Sunday suspended most domestic flights in
a bid to prevent inter-provincial travel amid the worsening Covid-19 crisis.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40003414



Syn Mun Kong Insurance Plc (SMK), which came under fire for trying to renege on its
Covid-19 policy commitments, on Saturday apologised for its actions.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40003397



Germany has categorised Thailand as a risk country for Covid-19 and introduced safety
restrictions effective from Sunday.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40003372



The European Union Council on Thursday removed Thailand from its safe travel list, also
known as EU White List, during the Covid-19 situation, Foreign Ministry spokesman
Thani Saengrat said on Friday.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40003358



A Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) staffer was found infected with Covid-19 on
Thursday after flying to Samui Island in Surat Thani province for work.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40003363



The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) has decided to close Chatuchak
Market from July 16 to 29 in order to prevent the spread of Covid-19.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40003360



From March last year to May this year, people purchased 18.3 million Covid-19
insurance policies worth 7.6 billion baht in premiums, according to the Thai General
Insurance Association.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40003340



Thailands rubber exports shot up by over 50 per cent year on year during the first five
months of 2021, the Ministry of Commerce said.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/40003399



The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) Index closed at 1,574.37 on Friday, up 2.36
points or 0.15 per cent. Transactions totalled THB80.44 billion with an index high of
1,575.66 and a low of 1,567.17.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/40003339



Certain flights still operate as usual including Samui-Phuket (roundtrip) and special
flights under Samui Plus Programme.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/news/40003416



The government expects to generate 180 million baht in tourism related revenue from the
Samui Plus Model during its first month of re-opening.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2150575/samui-plus-plan-togenerate-b180m



Narong Chokwatana, a former senior executive of the consumer goods giant Sahapat
Group, died of Covid-19 on Friday. He was 78.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2150443/top-executive-narongchokwatana-dies-of-covid-at-78



The ongoing Covid-19 outbreak is threatening to hinder the export sector from achieving
its 8%-10% growth target as more factories are hamstrung by rising infections, says the
Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2150983/fti-warns-virus-spreadthreatens-exports



Business leaders have called on the government to come up with additional relief
measures to ease the plight of people affected by the expanded lockdown measures which
will take effect on Tuesday.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2150831/firms-urge-extra-relief



Short-video platform giants TikTok and YouTube are bearing down on the Thai market,
with the former gearing up for a "shoppertainment" concept using e-commerce, and the
latter expanding its short video-making service in the country.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2150979/tiktok-youtube-sharpen-thaifocus



National Telecom (NT) does not plan on participating in the auction of satellite orbital
slot packages slated for Aug 28 as it lacks interest in satellite investment, according to
Digital Economy and Society (DES) Minister Chaiwut Thanakamanusorn.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2151015/nt-exits-satellite-orbital-slotauction



The Treasury Department might consider lowering its land and building rental fee to 25%
of its normal rate on a case-by-case basis, with the aim of easing the burden on tenants
given the prolonged pandemic, says Yuttana Yimgarund, the department's directorgeneral.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2151039/treasury-mulls-rent-rejig



The MotoGP event in Buri Ram might be postponed for a second year in a row because
of the resurgence of the coronavirus in Thailand, says the Tourism and Sports Ministry.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2151075/buri-ram-motogp-eventspins-out

Issues to be watched out for
 June-September, 2021 – Thailand plans to administer 1st doses of AstraZeneca vaccine to
36 million people, according to the Public Health Ministry.
 June 30, 2021-year-end – The Bank of Thailand (BoT) extended its targeted debt
moratorium measures for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).
 July, 2021 – TMB-Thanachart Bank (TMB-TBank) expects to complete the integration of
the 2 financial entities.

 July 27, 2021 – The Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases scheduled for a
hearing in a lawsuit filed by BTS Group Holdings against the governor of the Mass Rapid
Transit Authority of Thailand (MRTA) for illegally amending the bidding terms and
cancelling bidding for the construction of the western extension of the Orange Line.
 August, 2021 – A 3.1-trillion-baht budget spending bill for the fiscal year 2022 will be
tabled for 2nd and 3rd readings.
 August 28, 2021 – The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) has rescheduled the auction of four satellite orbital slot packages.
 September 1, 2021 – The government will collect value-added tax from Netflix, Youtube,
Google, Facebook as well as other e-commerce services.
 September 18, 2021 – Parliament goes into recess.
 October, 2021 – Bangkok governor election is set to be held.
 October – December, 2021 – The 2nd doses of AstraZeneca would be administered.
 October 1, 2021 – Hua Hin’s reopening to vaccinated foreign visitors.
 October 1, 2021 – The quarantine measure will be lifted in Krabi, Phang Nga, Pattaya and
Chiang Mai.
Key Data
SET Index


1,574.37

Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html

Global Commodities
Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/
Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/
Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND
Global Equity Market’s Movements
Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/

+2.36

Asian Equity Markets Movement
Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/

Information on July 16, 2021
Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management
Stock Code

Volume

AIMIRT
JCKH
JCKH
KWM
PRINC
SUSCO
TSTE

Value

20,000
182,300
393,500
300,000
2,000,000
100,000
38,300

12.3
0.44
0.44
3.59
4.86
3.16
7.01

Action

Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Transfer
Purchase
Purchase

XD, XE or XM or other notifications
For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on
http://www.set.or.th/set/calendarofevents.do

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand

Daily as of 16 Jul 2021
Unit:
M.Baht
Investor Type

Buy
Value
5,602.10

%
6.96

Sell
Value
4,663.01

Proprietary
Trading

8,231.28

10.23

Foreign Investors

32,228.91

Local Individuals

34,383.06

Local Institutions

%
5.80

Net
Value
939.09

%
-

8,083.51

10.05

147.77

-

40.06

31,064.33

38.62

1,164.58

-

42.74

36,634.51

45.54

-2,251.44

-

Monthly Cumulative between 1 - 16 Jul 2021

Unit:
M.Baht
Investor Type

Buy
Value

%

Sell
Value

%

Net
Value

%

Local Institutions

66,294.52

6.94

68,251.65

7.14

-1,957.13

-

Proprietary
Trading

91,641.44

9.59

90,337.89

9.45

1,303.55

-

Foreign Investors

376,522.79

39.40

384,497.85

40.24

-7,975.05

-

Local Individuals

421,155.35

44.07

412,526.72

43.17

8,628.63

-

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan - 16 Jul
2021
Unit:
M.Baht
Investor Type

Buy

Sell

Net

Value

%

Value

%

Value

%

Local Institutions

853,701.17

7.10

896,450.03

7.46

-42,748.87

-

Proprietary
Trading

1,198,009.02 9.97

1,190,156.65 9.90

7,852.37

-

Foreign Investors

4,407,982.54 36.68

4,492,219.78 37.38

-84,237.24

-

Local Individuals

5,558,196.91 46.25

5,439,063.18 45.26

119,133.73

-

Total Trading Value 80,445.35 Million Baht
Background Information –
The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the
Election Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019


https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24



List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf
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