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COVID-19 News


Thailand continues to see a daily rise in COVID-19 infections.
 Today’s numbers are as follows:

 Total New Infections

=

11,305

 Community Infection

=

10,710

 Prison Infection

=

595

 Total New Death

=

80

 Total New Recovery

=

6,557



The numbers in July are scary enough if compared to those seen in June
 During the same period in June (June 1-20)
 Total infections stood at

58,339

 Total Deaths stood at

598

 During the same period in July (July 1-20)



 Total infections stood at

167,174

 Total Deaths stood at

1,479

The Centre for COVID-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) has come out to present the
base/best and worst case scenario.

 The worst case could see 31,997 cases per day by October 2021
 The base case could see 9,695 to 24,204 cases per day
 The best case scenario could see 9,018 to 12,609 cases per day


Analysts have also come out with their own predictions and Krungsri Securities, a unit of
Krungsri Bank Plc., has come out to give its own predictions of where it sees the peak
heading towards and when.



As a move to contain the spread, the CCSA also has come out with details for the stricter
measures that have been implemented.
 Effective today these are the measures in place.

 As for businesses here are the restrictions that are put in place.



With the closure of stores many of the delivery of restaurants are also closed as the
kitchen are there in the stores.
 Questions have been raised on how the owners of restaurants will be able to
operate if the CCSA does not give its green light to open the
department/community stores etc.



Meanwhile National Security Council (NSC) secretary-general Nattapon Nakpanich, as
the CCSA’s chief of operations, came out to say that a complete lockdown is possible as
part of the CCSA’s contingency plan to contain the outbreak if infection numbers
continue to rise.
 Gen Nattapon said a complete lockdown like the Wuhan lockdown model should
be adopted to curb daily surges of the outbreak. The possible adoption of this

model was raised by the head of the Department of Disease Control (DDC) and
considered during a CCSA’s meeting on July 18.
 Department of Disease Control (DDC) chief Dr. Opart Karnkawinpong earlier
said a complete lockdown of cities is possible in the next 2 months if the rate of
infections and deaths does not decrease by then.


As the virus spreads, the office of Deputy Prime Minister and head of the Phalang
Pracharat Party - Prawit Wongsuwan, has seen one of his office staff being infected with
the virus.
 The infected official reportedly revealed the timeline of his movements which
showed that he has not been in close contact with Gen Prawit but officials of other
operational units.



Meanwhile 2014 coup leader Prayut Chan-o-cha has come out to hold meeting with
Public Health Minister Anutin Charvirakul and Piyasakol Sakolsatayadorn – the chief of
the people looking into procurement of the vaccines.
 Questions were raised on when mRNA vaccines would come into Thailand.
 Thailand has so far ordered 20 million doses of Pfizer but when the delivery
would happen is yet to be known (sometimes in Q4 or Q1 2021).
 Another 50 million doses have been requested to Pfizer and again no date has
been set for the delivery of these doses.



Oximeters has become a rare commodity and people have to pay through their nose to be
able to get access to the oximeter. This complicates the process of ability to know how
bad the situation is.



At the same time Prathum Thani governor has come out to say that in the province alone
there are 3,000 people waiting for beds in the province alone.

 As of July 19th 3,595 people were in intensive care unit (ICU)
 As of July 19th 856 people were on life support (ventilators)


Vaccination Drive
 Well, the vaccination drive seems to have run out of gas
Sunday saw one of the lowest inoculation numbers -

74,834 doses

Total administered since February 28

10,198,075 doses

-

Data of administered doses during July

 The plans by Prayut government to inoculate 100 million doses by December 31st
2021 seems to be like Thailand’s plans to land on the moon.

 There is a need to inoculate 516,274 doses per day for the remaining 166 days of
this year to achieve the target of 100 million doses to 50 million people.


This would make it more difficult for Prayut to open the country’s borders by October 14,
2021 as per his 120-days pledge to open the borders in a televised address to the country
on June 16th.



The Office of the Basic Education Commission (Obec) has ordered schools across the
country to allow unused buildings on their premises to be turned into field hospitals as
the number of new Covid-19 infections continues to rise.
 The order, which was directed to top education officials across the country, was
signed by Obec secretary-general, Amporn Pinasa, according to a source on the
commission.
 The education officials are asked to allow unused and/or unoccupied school
buildings under their jurisdiction to be transformed into field hospitals. The move
was taken to increase the number of treatment space available for Covid-19
patients, especially since hospitals are filling up as a result of the latest surge in
new infections. Existing field hospitals, which are only allowed to admit Covid19 patients with mild symptoms, are also running out of beds, the source said,

adding the heads of education zones are expected to report back to Obec on the
progress of their efforts.

Economic News


The Federation of Thai SME and small and medium-sized (SME) organisations to
demand urgent assistance from the government.
 Sangchai Theerakulwanich, Chairman of the Federation of Thai SME and
Chairman of Bangkok Committee, and more than 30 membered organisations,
issued a statement and launched a petition to Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-ocha to seek urgent assistance measures for SMEs.
 Such measures are:
 Extension of a debt holiday from 2 months to 6 months or until the end of
this year.
 Interest rate reduction for SMEs or retailed operators who have the ability
to sustain businesses.
 Acceleration of the Enterprise Development Fund Act to enable additional
assistance measures to be made available.
 Acceleration of the establishment of a non-performing loans (NPLs)
revival fund.
 Reduction of COVID-19 infections and inoculations to lift lockdown and
curfew as soon as possible.
 The SME Federation wants the Prime Minister to implement these measures in
the 3rd quarter of this year as it assessed that the loss from lockdown and curfew
in 13 provinces is expected to reach 9 trillion baht annually to the economy or
750 billion baht per month.



The Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) assessed that new lockdown measures to restrict
people’s movements in 13 ‘dark red’ zone provinces until August 2 will cause economic
losses of at least 100 billion baht, from 50-60 billion baht projected earlier.
 FTI chairman Supant Mongkolsuthree voiced grave concern if the lockdown
order alone can provide an answer to the outbreak problem, pointing that
lockdown measures must go hand in hand with stringent screening measures and
inoculations.
 The FTI chairman warned that the government’s plan to adopt the Wuhan
lockdown model will cause all business and manufacturing activities to come to a
standstill, leading the Thai economy to contract further. He said the Wuhan
model is plausible if the government has enough supply of vaccine doses to
inoculate 50-70% of the population. There is no point to impose a complete
lockdown on cities without vaccines will not help improve the situation.



Airports of Thailand (AOT) braces for further loss as the Civil Aviation Authority of
Thailand (CAAT) imposed a ban on commercial domestic flights to destinations in
provinces hardest-hit by COVID-19 or the dark red zones, coming into effect until July
21.
 Nitinai Sirismatthakarn, president of AOT, said the ban will cause passenger
numbers and flights via Don Mueang and Suvarnabhumi airports, 2 main airports
operated by AOT, to drop further.
 In the middle of July, AOT recorded a drop of around 10,000 passengers per day
across its 6 airports, 80% down from the same month in the previous year.
 AOT currently sits on a cash flow of 21 billion baht, compared to nearly 80
billion baht at pre-COVID levels, Nitinai said, cautioned that AOT may suffer a
liquidity shortage in the latter half of next year amid ongoing expenses.



Thai AirAsia views the forced lockdown as jeopardising its financial status as the
aviation industry has been struggling without government support for over a year as it
questioned the ability of the government to collect tax when large businesses have been
left to die.
 Tassapon Bijleveld, executive chairman of Asia Aviation (AAV), the largest
shareholder of Thai AirAsia (TAA), said liquidity is at a critical stage and it has
had to seek emergency borrowing to help pay payroll this month. The company is
preparing a business restructuring that will see new investors injecting a 3.5
billion-baht loan but the process has been delayed as further discussions with
related authorities are needed. The airline was the first carrier to halt all domestic
routes on July 12, following the partial lockdown announcement.
 “We stopped all flights last week as there was little demand with only 30-50
passengers per flight in July,” Tassapon said.
 Tassapon said if this scenario becomes true, more airlines will not survive until
next year. Even though TAA will not have to close down its business like other
airlines, it's very hard to steer past this crisis on our own.



The opening hours of department stores, shopping malls and retail stores in 13 “dark red”
provinces will be changed from today as part of the measures imposed by the Centre for
COVID-19 Situation Administration (CCSA).
 The new measures in the 13 provinces were:
 Department stores and shopping malls can open only supermarkets,
pharmacies, vaccination stations and state medical service centres until
20.00 hrs.

 Supermarkets, hypermarkets and cash and carry stores located outside
shopping malls can remain open until 20.00 hrs.
 Convenience stores and fresh markets can open from 4.00 hrs to 20.00 hrs.
 Businesses outside shopping malls, such as pharmacies, financial
institutions, post offices, retail stores and delivery services can operate
with COVID-19 measures.
 Department stores, shopping malls, retail stores, etc. must adhere to
announcements issued by provincial government agencies.


Advanced Info Service (AIS), the country's largest mobile carrier in terms of subscribers,
has secured the rights to broadcast the Tokyo Olympics, which kicks off this Friday, via
its over-the-top (OTT) app AIS Play.
 AIS Play will broadcast over 4,800 hours of 50 sports from the event, which
concludes on Aug 8, according to the carrier.
 Pratthana Leelapanang, chief consumer business officer of AIS, said the platform
will offer live coverage of televised events along with a full programme of
highlights and replays. The company has been making extensive preparations for
its 4G, 5G and fibre broadband networks to support transmissions in full HD, as
well as allocating 16 channels on AIS Play for live feeds.
 Three channels are being provided for free for everyone through AIS Play and
another 13 exclusively for AIS customers.



Crash Course in Crisis Management
 Food delivery – FoodPanda is witnessing a crash course in crisis management.

 The food delivery firm has seen nearly 2 million people delete the use of the
application from their mobile devices in the past 2 days.
 The problem arose after one of the employees went to burn the alter of HM the
King and FoodPanda fired the staff in a social media post.
 This infuriated the younger generation who have been protesting
 Then FoodPanda came out to apologize and this infuriated the older
generation who support this government.

Political News


Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha has come out to announce that he will start
working from home from today, citing that he needs to comply with the Ministry of
Public Health (MoPH)’s 100% work-from-home rate to cut down on travelling and
gatherings by state officials.
 This means cabinet meetings will be held via video conference from today.



The opposition Pheu Thai Party has alleged the Royal Thai Navy (RTN) of attempting to
seek a 4.5-billion-baht procurement of coastal patrol drones among other procurement
schemes worth 45 billion baht.
 Yutthapong Charassathien, Pheu Thai MP for Mahasarakham and member of the
House special committee vetting the 2022 budget bill, asked the RTN to withdraw
procurement of 2 Chinese-made submarines worth 22.5 billion baht as he said
Navy Chief Admiral Chartchai Sriworakhan had withdrawn the procurement from
the budget vetting panel’s agenda after facing heavy criticism from the public and
the opposition. However, this does not mean the RTN has scrapped the purchase
deal. Yutthapong said the RTN only tried to delay the purchase deal until next
year.
 Yutthapong said the opposition wants the RTN to scrap all purchase deals of 2
Chinese subs, 4.5-billion-baht coastal patrol drones and 300-million-baht
submarine communications system and related equipment totalling 45 billion
baht.
 The budget vetting committee also found massive budgets being allocated to the
Army and the Air Force, Yutthapong said, adding that the opposition will
scrutinise all the details of their procurement plans.
 In addition, Yutthapong has accused Phalang Pracharat Party (PPRP) list MP
Santi Promphat, as deputy chairman of House’s budget vetting panel, of
obstructing the panel’s scrutiny after the latter declined to reveal a letter sent by to
the navy commander-in-chief to the Chinese government asking it to speed up the
contract signing for the 2nd and the 3rd submarines by September 30 prior to
Admiral Chartchai’s mandatory retirement.
 Yutthapong said Santi’s action raised questions of whether the RTN’s contract is
done in the form of a government-to-government (G-2-G) procurement contract.

He alleged that Santi did not want to reveal details of the contract to the vetting
panel because the coalition is trying to obstruct scrutiny by the committee.


Nang Loeng police yesterday issued a court warrant for the arrest of Sitthichoke
Setthasawet, a Foodpanda rider, for attending pro-democracy demonstrations and setting
fire to a portrait of His Majesty the King on July 18.
 Thai Lawyers for Human Rights tweeted that Sitthichoke was attested by plain
clothes police officers at 21.50 hrs at his house in Rangsit area for violating
Section 112 of the Criminal Code.
 Sitthichoke has then been taken to Pratunam Chulalongkorn police station for
questioning before being transferred to Nang Loeng police station.
 Foodpanda, Thailand’s 2nd largest food delivery company, has faced a social
media sanction, following its tweet linking an anti-government protest with
“terrorism”.
 The company vowed on its official account that it will take drastic action by
immediately terminating employment. Foodpanda has a policy against violence
and all forms of terrorism and is willing to help officials take legal action against
offenders,” read the tweet, which was later removed from the platform.



The Metropolitan Police Bureau (MPB) has arrested 16 people in connection with antigovernment rallies on July 18.
 Sixteen anti-government protesters involved in the protest near Bangkok’s
Government House were arrested by the MPB for allegedly violating the
Emergency Decree and the Communicable Diseases Act.
 The protesters were arrested at 4 separate locations in and around Bangkok.
 The police had followed the suspects as they started leaving the protest site, at the
Nang Lerng intersection, after the protest’s leader announced an end to the rally at
about 18.00 hrs until they saw an opportunity to make the arrests.



Pix says a 1,000 words

Retweeted more than 53,000 times on https://twitter.com/Fluk_Thannop

Political News Headlines in Thai Media


News has emerged this weekend that the Ministry of Public Health and its minister Anutin
Charnvirakul has plans to withhold locally produced AstraZeneca vaccines from export.
o Linkhttps://www.thaienquirer.com/30063/opinion-thailand-wants-to-withholdvaccines-from-its-neighbours-it-is-the-wrong-move/



On Sunday, Thai police, the Bangkok government, and the national government
coordinated a well-planned, organized response to anti-government protests.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/30060/opinion-sunday-shows-this-governmentcan-work-efficiently-just-not-to-help-the-people/



Thailand’s second-largest food delivery company has faced a social media sanction since
last night, following its tweet linking an anti-government protest with “terrorism”.
o Linkhttps://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2151347/foodpanda-bashedafter-terrorism-tweet



Police arrested 14vocational students on Sunday evening for participating in a prodemocracy protest at Bangkok’s Democracy Monument earlier in the day.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40003438



Myanmar’s military-installed government and those seeking to topple it on Monday
marked the 74th anniversary of the assassination of independence hero Gen. Aung San,
the father of the country’s recently ousted leader, Aung San Suu Kyi.
o Link- https://www.thaipbsworld.com/myanmar-marks-74th-anniversary-of-killing-ofsuu-kyis-father-hailed-as-independence-hero/



Academics, legal experts and rights activists are calling on the government to lift the
Emergency Decree which it had put in place to control the southern insurgency and
Covid-19 crisis, saying the tough law is being misused to quash dissent despite it having
little effect on controlling Covid-19 transmission as well as the simmering conflict in the
South.

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2151639/far-south-emergencymust-end

Economic News Headlines in Thai Media



People in 13provinces will be asked to stay in their residence “as much as possible” and
will only be able to travel between provinces with a permit, once extra Covid restriction
measures come into effect this week, the government said on Monday.
o Linkhttps://www.thaienquirer.com/30103/people-to-stay-home-travel-limitedacross-13-locked-down-provinces/



Shares of Total Access Communication (DTAC), Thailand’s third-largest mobile services
operator, climbed over 5 per cent on Monday after posting better-than-expected quarterly
results, despite a broader market dive.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/30095/dtac-shares-rise-on-better-than-expectedquarterly-results/



Phuket will increase Covid restriction measures, the province announced on Monday, to
curb increasing Covid-19 cases.
o Linkhttps://www.thaienquirer.com/30087/phuket-introduces-measures-afterreporting-increased-covid-19-cases/



The Labour Ministry will propose Covid-19 compensation packages for workers in
Ayutthaya, Chonburi and Chachoengsao at the Cabinet meeting on Tuesday. All three
provinces were recently included in the Dark Red zone of maximum restrictions
including curfew.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40003460



The Thai Durian Association has urged the government to ease the bottleneck that’s
strangling durian exports by linking Thailand’s rail network with the Laos-China railway.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40003459



The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) Index closed at 1,556.01 on Monday, down 18.36
points or 1.17 per cent. Transactions totalled THB66.72 billion with an index high of
1,563.88 and a low of 1,551.79.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/40003458



Famed as Thailand’s top “economics tsar”, former deputy prime minister Somkid
Jatusripitak has served both elected governments and a junta regime during his long and
colorful career.
o Linkhttps://www.thaipbsworld.com/is-economics-tsar-somkid-jatusripitakpreparing-to-make-a-comeback/



Provincial authorities are concerned that almost half the foreign tourists who have tested
positive for Covid-19 since July 1 were detected on arrival at the airport, when they had
tested negative before obtaining a certificate of entry allowing them to board their flight.
o Linkhttps://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2151263/concern-overconflicting-covid-tests-on-sandbox-tourists



Vajira Hospital and the private sector have joined hands to launch a blood donation drive
in Bangkok in an attempt to address the serious shortage of blood amid the Covid-19
pandemic.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2151399/hotel-blood-drive-tohelp-ease-shortage



Police have warned the public to be cautious of loan scams and predatory online lending
services, which have claimed an increasing number of victims during the pandemic as
more people are forced to stay home due to Covid-19 restrictions.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2151483/cops-warn-public-ofloan-scams



National oil and gas conglomerate PTT Group is aiming to scale its battery production
capacity to a gigawatt-hour level after opening a factory in Rayong, the first semi-solid
battery production facility in Southeast Asia.
o Linkhttps://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2151523/ptt-group-to-scale-batteryproduction



Vendors could face up to seven years in jail or a fine of not more than 140,000 baht or
both if they gouge prices of medicinal herbs, warned the Internal Trade Department.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2151447/herb-sellers-told-not-to-pricegouge



The Office of Insurance Commission (OIC) is discussing with the Thai General Insurance
Association (TGIA) tightening the interpretation framework for the conditions of Covid
insurance contracts to protect consumers and prevent abuse of legal loopholes, said
Suthiphon Thaveechaiyagarn, OIC's secretary-general.
o Linkhttps://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2151463/oic-mulls-rejig-of-covidframework



The Thai Bankers' Association (TBA) yesterday announced the temporary closure of
physical branches of commercial banks located in department stores, shopping centres
and community malls in 13 provinces, in line with the government's tightening
restrictions to contain the Covid-19 outbreak.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2151467/branches-ordered-closed-in13-provinces



Banpu Plc, a leading international energy provider, says it will offer three tranches of
debentures to general investors on July 30 and again on Aug 2-3 through four leading
financial institutions.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2151495/banpu-to-lure-investors-viathree-debenture-tranches

Issues to be watched out for
 June-September, 2021 – Thailand plans to administer 1st doses of AstraZeneca vaccine to
36 million people, according to the Public Health Ministry.
 June 30, 2021-year-end – The Bank of Thailand (BoT) extended its targeted debt
moratorium measures for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).
 July, 2021 – TMB-Thanachart Bank (TMB-TBank) expects to complete the integration of
the 2 financial entities.

 July 27, 2021 – The Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases scheduled for a
hearing in a lawsuit filed by BTS Group Holdings against the governor of the Mass Rapid
Transit Authority of Thailand (MRTA) for illegally amending the bidding terms and
cancelling bidding for the construction of the western extension of the Orange Line.
 August, 2021 – A 3.1-trillion-baht budget spending bill for the fiscal year 2022 will be
tabled for 2nd and 3rd readings.
 August 28, 2021 – The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) has rescheduled the auction of four satellite orbital slot packages.
 September 1, 2021 – The government will collect value-added tax from Netflix, Youtube,
Google, Facebook as well as other e-commerce services.
 September 18, 2021 – Parliament goes into recess.
 October, 2021 – Bangkok governor election is set to be held.
 October – December, 2021 – The 2nd doses of AstraZeneca would be administered.
 October 1, 2021 – Hua Hin’s reopening to vaccinated foreign visitors.
 October 1, 2021 – The quarantine measure will be lifted in Krabi, Phang Nga, Pattaya and
Chiang Mai.
Key Data
SET Index


1,556.01

-18.36

Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html

Global Commodities
Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/
Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/
Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND
Global Equity Market’s Movements
Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/

Asian Equity Markets Movement
Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/
Information on July 19, 2021
Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management
Stock Code
INGRS
KWM
KWM
KWM
KWM
KWM
SMD

Volume

Value

290,000
60,000
30,000
10,000
70,166,666 18,333,333 140,000

Action

1.23
3.7
5.5
3.68

Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Transfer
Transfer
12.8 Sale

XD, XE or XM or other notifications
For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on
http://www.set.or.th/set/calendarofevents.do

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand
Daily as of 19 Jul 2021
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type
Local Institutions
Proprietary
Trading
Foreign Investors
Local Individuals

Buy
Value
3,929.59
6,311.83
24,990.51
31,497.18

%
5.89
9.46

Sell
Value
5,085.98
6,006.57

37.45
47.2

26,890.87
28,745.69

%
7.62
9

Net
Value
-1,156.38
305.26

%
-

40.3
43.08

-1,900.36
2,751.49

-

%
7.17
9.42

Net
Value
-3,113.51
1,608.81

Monthly Cumulative between 1 - 19 Jul 2021
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type
Local Institutions
Proprietary
Trading

Buy
Value
70,224.12
97,953.28

%
6.87
9.58

Sell
Value
73,337.63
96,344.46

%
-

Foreign Investors 401,513.30
39.27
411,388.72
Local Individuals 452,652.53
44.28
441,272.41
Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan - 19 Jul
2021

40.24
43.16

-9,875.42
11,380.12

-

Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type
Local Institutions
Proprietary
Trading
Foreign Investors
Local Individuals

Buy
Value
%
857,630.76
7.1
1,204,320.85 9.97

Sell
Value
%
901,536.01
7.46
1,196,163.22 9.9

Net
Value
-43,905.25
8,157.63

%
-

4,432,973.05 36.68
5,589,694.09 46.25

4,519,110.65 37.4
5,467,808.87 45.25

-86,137.60
121,885.22

-

Total Trading Value 66,729.12 Million Baht
Background Information –
The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the
Election Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019


https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24



List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf
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