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Thai Enquirer Summary 

 

Top News 

 Thailand detected a total of 514 Omicron cases yesterday, with health officials coming 

out to forecast that daily infections could reach 30,000 if people are not vigilant.  

 

 Thailand already saw the number of new Omicron cases surged 5-fold, from 104 

last Tuesday to 514 on Sunday. This has prompted the Ministry of Public Health 

to issue a warning that the country could be looking at 10,000 infections and 70 

fatalities per day in late January in the best-case scenario and at 30,000 infections 

and 180 deaths per day in the worst-case scenario. 

 

 “If we do nothing, the outbreak will be hard to control and it could take 

up to three to four months to control it and the daily number of cases 

could reach 30,000 cases,” Dr Kiattiphum Wongrajit, the ministry’s 

permanent secretary, said. 

 

 With more than 500 Omicron cases being discovered, the ministry does not want 

to suggest another lockdown. 



 

 

 For the best-case scenario where there is no rapid increase of cases after the New 

Year season with no major clusters and people and businesses continue to strictly 

follow prevention measures then cases could reach 14,000 cases by February and 

decrease to around 10,000 by the end of March. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Political News 

 The Democrat Party is likely to witness more defection of ex-MPs and party members to 

the opposition camp.  

 

 Reports have come out that veteran Democrat politician Witoon Nambutr, who 

resigned from the Democrat Party membership early this year, has been talking 

with former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra and made deal with him, asking 

Thaksin to secure party list positions in Pheu Thai. This report came out from 

Witoon who told local media in Ubon Ratchathani. 

  

 The report also said Witoon had asked him and the Nambutr family members to 

be given the 30 top spots on Pheu Thai’s party list.  

 

 Pheu Thai leader Chonlanan Srikaew came out to shrug off the rumour, saying 

that Witoon’s switching to Pheu Thai’s membership must follow the party’s 

regulations in accordance with the Political Parties’ Act. The party’s executive 

board is in charge of deciding who should be included on Pheu Thai’s party list.  

 

 The Pheu Thai Party leader made his own observation that Witoon 

leaked out rumours of his defection to Pheu Thai with the intention of 

causing damage to the party’s reputation.    

 

 There are also reports that Sirisak Onlamai, an ex-MP for Chumphon, has 

tendered his resignation as a party member.  

 

 Sirisak came out to confirm the report, explaining that he had tendered his 

resignation to lend support to Chawalit Artharn or “Lawyer Daeng” who will 

contest the by-election in Constituency 1 of Chumphon under the Palang 

Pracharat Party’s banner.  

 

 Palang Pracharat Party (PPRP) secretary-general Thamanat Prompow came out to deny 

reports of him being a defector after a video clip showing him attending the same party as 

Pheu Thai Party leader Chonlanan Srikaew emerged. 

 

 Capt. Thamanat said the clip of him attending a year-end party hosted by 

Parliament reporters on December 24 was used to distort information and create 

misunderstanding about his plan to move out of the PPRP.   

 



 

 

 Pheu Thai spokeswoman Theerarat Samretwanich came out to downplay the 

report. She said Chonlanan was already present at the party before Capt. 

Thamanat. Both happened to attend the same function because they were invited 

by the media. Therefore, their meeting has no political implications.  

 

 

 There is strong speculation that the opposition Pheu Thai Party will likely nominate 

Surachart Thienthong as its candidate to contest a by-election in Bangkok’s constituency 

9 to fill the seat left vacant after Sira Jenjaka was disqualified as an MP by the 

Constitutional Court.  

 

 Pheu Thai’s candidate selection committee has posted an announcement from 

December 26-28 to find candidates. The committee is expected to screen 

candidate qualifications and eligibility criteria before submitting its opinion to the 

party’s executive board at a party meeting at 13.00 hrs and the meeting of the 

executive board at 14.00 hrs tomorrow, according to Pheu Thai spokeswoman 

Theerarat Samretwanich. 

 

 Meanwhile, the Kla Party is expected to hold a press conference today to 

introduce Atthawit Suwannapakdee, its secretary-general, as its candidate to 

contest the by-election in Constituency 9 of Bangkok. 

 

 The Prayut Chan-o-cha government has been labelled the “Yue Yut (Fighting to Stay 

Put)” government by the media as part of the year-end tradition.  

 

 “Yue Yut” refers to the government’s attempts to remain in power despite 

political pressure, especially from anti-government rallies. 



 

 

 

 Prime Minister Gen Prayut himself was given the nickname “Chamrut Yut 

Soam” for bearing the heaviest toll of the Covid-19 outbreak and economic 

downturn. 

 

 Deputy Prime Minister Prawit Wongsuwan was given the nickname “Rong 

Cham (Bruised Deputy)” following damaging political events, including bitter 

internal divisions in the Palang Pracharat Party (PPPR) under his leadership. 

The conflicts also threaten to undermine the fraternal ties he has with Gen 

Prayut and Interior Minister Gen Anupong Paojinda. 

 

 The People’s Movement for a Just Society (P-Move), a grassroots group campaigning for 

land rights for the rural poor, and representative of the Four Regions Slum Network 

submitted a letter to Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha asking him to stop attempts 

to muzzle non-government organisations (NGOs) and/or people’s organisations. 

 

 At Government House, P-Move leader Chamnong Nuphan yesterday led 

representatives of its network and allies to call on the government to scrap the bill 

on the promotion and development of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 

proposed by the Social Development and Human Security Ministry before the bill 

is tabled at the Cabinet’s meeting for approval today. 

 

 

Economic News 

 

 The Ministry of Commerce sees exports in 2022 grow at 3-4%, Commerce Minister Jurin 

Laksanawisit said after a virtual meeting of the Joint Public and Private Sector 

Consultative Committee on Commerce he chaired yesterday. 

 

 Jurin said supporting factors include the fact that global and partner economies 

were growing, adding that exports for 2021 were expected to grow by 16%. The 

ministry sees next year exports of US$280 billion, up 400 billion baht from an 

estimated $268.3 billion this year. 

 

 Next year’s export growth will be driven largely by recovering economies of 

Thailand's important trading partners, a favourable exchange rate at 32-33 baht 

per US dollar, rising Dubai crude oil and agricultural product prices, as well as an 

increase in container production, says the Commerce Minister. 

 



 

 

 Cross-border trade is also expected to see continued strong growth of 5-7 % next 

year, with exports from Thailand estimated at 1.07-1.08 trillion baht, he added. 

 

 Meanwhile, the Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industries and Banking 

(JSCCIB) has set the export growth of 2022 at 3-5%, slightly higher than the 

commerce ministry’s prediction mainly because of the baht’s depreciation and 

cooperation between the government and private sector, according to Sanan 

Angubolkul, chairman of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (TCC) who is part of 

the committee. 

 

 Tourism operators are crossing their fingers as they wait to hear if the result of the Centre 

for Covid-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) meeting on January 4, 2022 as to whether 

it will ease the suspension of Thailand Pass system and the “Test & Go” scheme amid 

rising Omicron cases in the country. 

 

 Tourism and Sports Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn said if the CCSA resolves 

to extend the suspension and instead choose to allow entry via the Phuket airport 

through the sandbox programme, the ministry will discuss with relevant agencies 

to consider the possibility of allowing entry to international visitors in other areas 

under the tourism sandbox schemes in 28 provinces.  

 

 The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) expects a weaker tourism sentiment during the 

New Year period (December 31, 2021-January 3, 2022) dampened by surge of Omicron 

cases and economic slowdown. 

 

 The TAT predicted a drop in tourism revenue during the New Year holiday to 

8.04 billion baht, compared to previous holidays. Local tourists are expected to 

take 2.63 million trips, generating 8.04 billion baht in income, TAT Governor 

Yuthasak Supasorn said. 

 

 The overall hotel occupancy rate is estimated at 48%, but hotels in Bangkok and 

Phuket are at 18% and 16%, respectively. 

 

 In the case that Thailand faces outbreaks and the year-end celebrations are 

cancelled, even without a lockdown, tourism and the overall economy will still be 

directly impacted as purchasing power has not yet recovered. 

 

 Under this scenario, domestic tourism in 2022 will be stagnant with the number of 

domestic trips and revenue at the same level as this year, he said. 

 

 The comprehensive electric vehicle (EV) promotion plan proposed by the National 

Electric Vehicle Policy Committee under Deputy Prime Minister Supattanapong 



 

 

Punmeechaow will not be tabled at a cabinet meeting today, according to a source with 

Government House. 

 

 The 4-year (2022-2025) EV promotion plan aimed at supporting EV growth in the 

Thai market will not be submitted to the cabinet today. One of the key ideas in the 

plan is a price subsidy of 150,000 baht by the government, in exclusion of an 

excise tax cut and import duty reduction to help bring down EV price tag. 

 

 The source said the plan has to be put on hold and sent back to the EV Policy 

Committee for revision because of a lack of funding. The plan is expected to be 

submitted to the Cabinet in early next year.  

 

 The Ministry of Finance and the Revenue Department are insisting on with the financial 

transaction tax of 0.1% on equities sales despite growing opposition from concerning 

parties.  

 

 Finance Minister Arkhom Termpittayapaisith confirmed that the ministry’s push 

for the new tax collection on share sales by individual investors in the SET will be 

on course in 2022. He said the Ministry has asked the Revenue Department to set 

the right timing for the tax collection after delaying the plan for more than 30 

years. 

 

 Revenue Department director-general Ekniti Nitithanprapas said the financial 

transaction tax will generate an additional 10 billion baht for state coffers per year 

if the sales value limit is exceeded by 1 million baht, the tax would be 1,000 baht. 

As for a capital gains tax, Ekniti said Thailand has yet have any legislation on the 

matter, but the department has done some studies on the plan. 

 

 Yesterday (Dec. 27) the share price of Siam Rajathanee Plc (SO) has speculation all day 

long after the Board of Directors resolved to appoint Jirayut Srupsrisopa, the co-founder 

and CEO of Bitkub Capital Group Holdings Limited or Bitkub, to sit on the company's 

strategy board.  

 

 During the day, the share price of SO has risen to 23.80 baht, before the market 

closes at 22.40 baht, an increase of 2.80 baht or 14.29%. The trading volume is 

denser than 319.75 million baht. 

 

 As for the operating results for the first 9 months of this year, SO had total 

revenue of 1.55 billion baht, an increase of 0.45% and a gross profit of 291.74 

million baht, an increase of 6% from the same period last year. 

 

 



 

 

 

COVID-19 News 

 

Infection data for today are as follows  

Total New PCR Infections  = 2,305 

Total positive cases (ATK/Antigen) =  390 

Total New Death   =  32 

Total New Recovery   =  3,070 

Total Infection including PRC & ATK = 390 

Total infections so far since outbreak =  2,214,712 

Total deaths so far since outbreak  =  21,630 

Total in Intensive Care Unit (ICU)  =  717 

Total number on life support (ventilator)  176 

The government’s data on ‘Positive testing’ numbers as a percentage of the tests it undertakes 

stands @ 5.18% as of December 27. 

 



 

 

Details of data for each day can be found @ https://ddc.moph.go.th/covid19-dashboard/  (All 

information is in Thai language) 

 

 

Political News Headlines in Thai Media 

 The government and key cabinet ministers have been given epithets to reflect their 

performance in the eyes of reporters covering them. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2238691/decrepit-pm-fighting-

to-stay-put-claim-reporters 

 

 As New Year approaches, the 'Bangkok Post' takes the opportunity to select five political 

stories that attracted the most attention over the past 12 months 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2238747/rough-and-tumble-in-

halls-of-power 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Economic News Headlines in Thai Media 

 

 Preparations are under way for the New Year's countdown on the island with Italian tenor 

Andrea Bocelli now confirmed among the performers who will appear on stage to ring in 

2022. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2238679/phuket-to-welcome-

bocelli-for-ny 

 

 The number of daily Covid cases could reach 30,000 per day by mid-March if the 

majority of people and businesses fail to strictly follow prevention measures, the Ministry 

of Public Health warned on Monday. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/36120/omicron-numbers-could-reach-30000-per-

day-if-people-are-not-vigilant/ 
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 Thai authorities have scaled back new year celebrations and are asking people to avoid 

traveling where possible to avoid a repeat of Songkran this year where unrestricted 

celebrations prompted a spread of the third wave of Covid-19. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/36113/thailand-wants-to-avoid-a-repeat-of-

songkran-tourism-policies-to-be-reconsidered-in-january/ 

 

 Almost one billion baht in compensation has been paid out to Thais who suffered adverse 

side effects from the Covid-19 vaccine over the past eight months, says the National 

Health Security Office (NHSO). 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2238739/side-effects-cost-

govt-b1bn 

 

 The number of international tourists next year might be lower than the Finance Ministry's 

forecast because of the impact of the Omicron coronavirus variant, said Finance Minister 

Arkhom Termpittayapaisith. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2238759/minister-suggests-arrivals-

unlikely-to-meet-forecast 

 

 Total exports in 2021 came in at US$268 billion, up by 16 per cent year on year, 

Commerce Minister Jurin Laksanawisit said on Monday. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/blogs/business/40010479 

 

 The Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (Egat) on Monday started the trial run 

of electric motorcycle taxis. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2238543/test-run-of-electric-

motorcycle-taxis 

 

 The Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand (MRTA) has, as of Monday, received 

three bids for the 82-billion-baht Purple Line running from Tao Poon to Rat Burana 

(Kanchanaphisek ring road). 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/blogs/in-focus/40010481 

 

 The largest European travel company, TUI Nordic, has reportedly cancelled chartered 

flights scheduled to bring some 30,000 tourists to Phuket from December to April next 

year. 
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o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40010466 

 

 The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) Index closed at 1,636.50 on Monday, down 0.72 

points or 0.04 per cent. Transactions totalled 51.48 billion baht with an index high of 

1,642.42 and a low of 1,632.79. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/40010478 

 

 SET-listed Sahamitr Pressure Container (SMPC), the world's largest liquefied petroleum 

gas (LPG) cylinder producer by capacity, plans to conduct a feasibility study on capacity 

expansion overseas in 2022, following a delay caused by the impact of the pandemic. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2238883/smpc-plans-study-with-view-

to-capacity-expansion 

 

Issues to be watched out for 

 

 December 29, 2021 – The government will disburse 5,000 baht to each entertainment 

venue worker who is registered under Section 40 of the Social Security Act. 

 

 December 30, 2021 – The Bank of Thailand makes its monthly economic data available 

for the month of October 2021 

 

 December 31, 2021 - The Oil Fund’s subsidy capping the retail price of a standard-sized 

15-kilogramme LPG cylinder at 318 baht is set to expire. 

 

 January 4, 2022 – Details of the fiscal 2023 budget will be presented to the cabinet 

meeting. 

 

 January 16, 2022 - The by-elections in constituency 1 Chumphon and constituency 6 

Songkhla expected to be held. 

 

 January 1 and February 15 – The government will offer shoppers a tax deduction of up to 

30,000 baht per person on their goods purchased. 

 

 February 4, 2022 – Tentative date for by-election for Constituency 4 of Bangkok to fill in 

a vacant seat left by government MP Sira Jenjaka. 

 

https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40010466
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 February 17, 2022 – The Supreme Court’s Criminal Division for Political Office Holders, 

is set to decide on the fate of Suthep Thaugsuban, the leader of the People’s Democratic 

Reform Council (PDRC), the protest movement that was instrumental in the 2014 coup 

led by Prayut Chan-o-cha against the government of Yingluck Shinawatra, on the charges 

laid by the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC), citing that there was 

corruption in the construction of 396 police stations worth more than 5.8 billion baht 

during the 2008-2011 government of Abhisit Vejjajiva when Suthep was a Deputy Prime 

Minister in-charge of the Royal Thai Police. 

 

 March-April, 2022 – The 4th phase of the half-half co-payment subsidy scheme to 

stimulate spending on goods are set to take effect. 

 

 August 24, 2022 – The last day as per the current constitution for Prayut to be the Prime 

Minister under the 2016 constitution Article 158 which forbids a person to be in Prime 

Minister’s position for more than 8-years continuously or with breaks. 

 

                                                                       Key Data 

  

SET Index                 1,636.50                   -0.72 
 

 

Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html 
 

 

Global Commodities   

 

Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/   

 

Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/    

 

Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND  

  

   

Global Equity Market’s Movements  

 

Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/  

 

Asian Equity Markets Movement  

 
Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/   
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http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/
http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/
http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND
http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/
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                                  Information on December 27, 2021 

 

           Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management 

 

Stock Code Volume Value Action  

 

 

BRI 147,000 11 Sale 

CCET 400,000 3.3 Purchase 

CTW 2,700 8.8 Sale 

CTW 10,500 8.95 Sale 

CHG 1,000,000 3.6 Purchase 

DEMCO 5,000 3.7 Sale 

EP 257,700 5.62 Purchase 

EKH 10,000 7.2 Purchase 

EKH 10,000 1.74 Purchase 

GUNKUL 95,238,000 5.25 Sale 

JMART 8,771,900 57 Sale 

JUTHA 30,100 0.78 Sale 

JUTHA 169,900 0.68 Sale 

JWD 100,000 20.2 Sale 

MBAX 10,000 5.14 Purchase 

PRIME 53,000,000 1.9 Sale 

SABUY 30,000 20.93 Sale 

SAK 30,000 9.7 Purchase 

SANKO 1,552,800 1.91 Sale 

MAKRO 16,000 43.5 Purchase 

SK 100,000 1.27 Purchase 

TKS 180,000 13.6 Purchase 

TKS 30,000 13.8 Purchase 

TKS 120,000 15.67 Purchase 

TRU 250,000 5 Purchase 

PLAT 10,000,000 2.8 Purchase 

W 2,790,000 3.6 Sale 

     

 

XD, XE or XM or other notifications 
  

For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on  

https://www.set.or.th/set/xcalendar.do  

  

  

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand 

https://www.set.or.th/set/xcalendar.do


 

 

 

 

Daily as of 27 Dec 2021  

                                                                                                                                         Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 2,964.31 5.76 4,856.94 9.43 -1,892.62 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

5,922.70 11.50 5,827.38 11.32 95.32 - 

Foreign Investors 20,789.02 40.38 19,386.85 37.66 1,402.17 - 

Local Individuals 21,804.44 42.35 21,409.30 41.59 395.14 - 

Monthly Cumulative between 1 –27 Dec 2021  

                                                                                                                                       Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 71,541.27 5.92 78,148.80 6.47 -6,607.53 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

116,685.25 9.66 113,409.95 9.39 3,275.30 - 

Foreign Investors 538,652.98 44.58 529,613.64 43.84 9,039.34 - 

Local Individuals 481,302.18 39.84 487,009.30 40.31 -5,707.11 - 

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan –27 Dec 2021  

                                                                                                                                       Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 1,430,442.88 6.78 1,505,756.46 7.14 -75,313.58 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

2,099,278.79 9.95 2,084,721.94 9.88 14,556.85 - 

Foreign Investors 8,236,741.51 39.05 8,299,502.89 39.34 -62,761.38 - 

Local Individuals 9,328,057.63 44.22 9,204,539.52 43.63 123,518.11 - 

  

Total Trading Value   51,480.47    Million Baht 

 

 

Background Information – 



 

 

   

The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the 

Election Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019 

 

 https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24 
 

 List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf  
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