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Political News 

 Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha may be allowed to rule the country until 2027, 

according to Parliament’s legal team. 

 

 Parliament’s legal team said the counting of Gen Prayut’s 8-year tenure should in 

fact start from June 9, 2019, the day Gen Prayut received royal endorsement as 

the premier, after the 2016 charter took effect. 

 

 Without retroactive effect, the law allows him to complete his full term by 2027. 

 

 Based on this criterion in which Parliament’s legal team presented to the 

parliament secretariat office and Parliament President Chuan Leekpai. 

 

 This law allows Gen Prayut to stay in office until 2027. 

 

 August 24, 2022 was earlier called upon as being the last day as per the current 

constitution for the 2014 coup leader Prayut to be the Prime Minister under the 

2016 constitution Article 158 which forbids a person to be in Prime Minister’s 

position for more than 8-years continuously or with breaks. 

 

 The Cabinet yesterday greenlighted the amended versions of 2 organic laws essential for 

implementing the new election system. 

 

 The 2 laws are the election of MPs and the other on political parties. 



 

 

 

 The law on political parties will bring changes to the calculation of the party-list 

MPs and the restoration of a 2-ballot system. As a result, the number of 

constituency MPs from 350 to 400 and restore the old selection formula for 100 

list MPs.  

 

 In addition, the Cabinet approved the holding of a by-election in Constituency 9 

of Bangkok to replace Sira Jenjaka whose parliamentary status was terminated by 

the Constitutional Court on December 22. 

 

 The draft will be implemented on January 2, and the poll date is expected to fall 

on January 30 next year, 40 days after Sira was disqualified by the court. 

 

 After the Cabinet’s approval for the 2 organic laws on the election of MPs and 

political parties, Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam has come out to say 

that the next general election is expected to cost around 5.6 billion baht.   

 

 It is now definite that Saranrat Jenjaka, the wife of disqualified Bangkok MP Sira 

Jenjaka, will be contesting the by-election in Constituency 4 of Bangkok, as her 

candidacy was approved yesterday by the Palang Pracharat Party (PPRP)’s executive 

board. Deputy Prime Minister Gen Prawit Wongsuwan vowed a victory in the 3 by-

elections. 

 

 The PPRP executive board spent 1 hour to pick its candidate before the party’s 

spokesperson Patcharin Samsiripong announced that the party’s executive board 

agreed unanimously that Saranrat will contest the Bangkok constituency 4 by-

election under the party’s banner.   

 

 It is said that Gen Prawit told the meeting that the PPRP must win all 3 by-

elections.  

 

 Santitarn Sathirathai, son of Surakiart Sathirathai, former foreign minister, has come out 

to reject rumours of him being approached by the Kao Klai (Move Forward) Party to 

contest the Bangkok gubernatorial election under its banner.  

 

 Santitarn took to his Facebook page to deny the speculation and said as a Thai 

citizen he has many concerns about challenges Thailand is currently facing and 

wants to help build a better future for every generation in our country. He will 

keep a close watch on Thailand’s political situation and share his thoughts with 

the public.  

 



 

 

 His key role right now is to serve in the economist team and a member of senior 

management at Sea, a leading global consumer internet company. Santitarn said 

he is cheering for Bangkok governor candidates.  

 

 Meanwhile, a Move Forward source said the party has picked a candidate, male, 

who is older than its party leader Pita Limjaroenrat. This candidate may not be 

nice looking like a sports car but he is happy to serve Bangkok residents, and 

likening the candidate to a bus, a tank, a truck, or an ambulance. The party plans 

to unveil its pick on January 23, 2022. 

 

 Surge in Omicron infections will not hinder parliamentary sessions, Parliament President 

Chuan Leekpai said. 

 

 Chuan has confirmed that the next House session will be held as scheduled on 

January 5, 2022 amid fears over the spread of Covid-19 Omicron in the country. 

 

 Chuan said the spread of the Omicron variant in the country is not widespread in 

the country and told MPs not to be complacent. He stressed that Parliament 

strictly follows guidelines issued by the Ministry of Public Health’s Department 

of Disease Control but there is no need for put MPs in self-isolation after New 

Year holidays. 

 

 The drug dealing convict and the incumbent secretary-general of the key coalition Palang 

Pracharat Party (PPRP), Capt. Thamanat Prompow, reported more than 702 million baht 

in assets upon leaving the post of deputy agriculture and cooperatives minister. 

 

 Thamanat’s asset declaration includes 606.657 million baht in net assets, bank 

deposits of 149,307,462 baht;  investment worth 11,150,000 baht, land and 

building worth 120,103,156 baht and 147,120,000 baht in other forms of assets. 

 

 His wife reported 38,067,208 baht in assets; most of which are bank deposits and 

investment. 

 

 Meanwhile, ACM Airbull Suttiwan, former army chief and senator, reported total assets 

of 108.960 million baht between him and his wife, with no liabilities. 

 

 Former navy chief Admiral Chartchai Sriworakhan reported 29,270,306 baht in 

total assets and debts of 2,661,557 baht between him and his wife. 

 

 Former chief-of-staff Gen Nat Intaracharoen reported 29,514,036 baht in total assets and 

debts of 607,565 baht between him and his wife. 

 



 

 

 

 

Economic News 

 The Cabinet has approved an additional 31 billion baht to fund the continued pandemic 

response operations amid surge of Omicron infections.  

 

 Government spokesman Thanakorn Wangboonkongchana said the Cabinet 

meeting yesterday approved a total budget of 31.662 billion baht sought by the 

National Health Security office (NHSO) to fund public health services against 

the spread of the Coronavirus outbreak, infections, vaccine distribution and 

outbreak control and prevention.  

 

 Night workers across the country can expect to receive monthly aid of 5,000 baht baht 

per person for a 1-month period via the national PromptPay scheme on December 29, 

says Labour Minister Suchart Chomklin. 

 

 Suchart said a 1-off payment of 5,000 baht for night workers covering 121,431 

workers in the target groups will be paid by the Social Security Office. Those who 

are eligible for funds have to be Thai nationals working in nightspots who are 

already insured under the Social Security Act. He urged those who have yet 

applied under Section 40 to hurry apply to receive the handout within January 14, 

2022. 

 

 Businesses and industrial sectors have scrapped plans to lift work-from-home policy 

amid the spread of the Omicron variant while the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) 

plans to assess the impact of the new variant after the New Year period till January 15.  

 

 Kriengkrai Thiennukul, vice-chairman of the FTI, said businesses have now 

extended their work-from-home policy for another 1-3 months. He said the body 

expects to see the effect of Omicron more clearly after the New Year festival, 

especially new infection clusters.  

 

 He said some companies are even considering revising their business investment 

plans in 2022 as it remains unclear whether the Omicron variant will deal a heavy 

blow to the economy. The FTI feared that the severity of the Omicron outbreak 

may lead many countries to impose lockdowns and this may worsen the container 

shortage for exporters and Thai exports in 2022. 

 



 

 

 Kriengkrai urged the government to speed up more economic stimulus measures 

to boost spending power such as the 4
th

 phase of the half-half co-payment scheme, 

the “Shop Dee Mee Kuen” scheme and more relief measures for the tourism, hotel 

and services sectors. 

 

 Truckers are planning to expand rallies to renew their call for the price of diesel to be 

capped at 25 baht per litre. 

 

 The Land Transport Federation of Thailand (LTFT) chairman Apichart 

Prairungruang said the Federation plans to ramp up activities including holding 

new Truck Power rallies in front of the Ministry of Energy and other ministries 

and going on strike over the diesel price surge during December 29, 2021-January 

215, 2022 if the government refuses to bow to its demand.  

 

 The LTFT’s rallies under the campaign “Truck Power Season 2” over the past 2 

months to demand the government to keep the prices at 25 baht per litre has not 

met any response from the government and related agencies, Apichart said. The 

LTFT is now threatening to 1) raise transport costs and 2) go on a strike.  

 

 The body currently has 10 association members comprising 400,000 trucks and 

1,500,000 of them registered with the Department of Land Transport.  

 

 Welfare card scheme hit a snag, further delay is expected. 

 

 Finance Minister Arkhom Termpittayapaisith said the Finance Ministry has 

submitted criteria for a new round of registration for the state welfare cards to the 

Cabinet. However, the Secretariat of the Cabinet Office has not put the scheme 

on the cabinet agenda on December 28, 2021. The ministry cannot confirm when 

the scheme will be placed on the cabinet meeting's agenda. This depends on the 

Cabinet Office. 

 

 A report said Arkhom planned to hold a major press conference at the Finance 

Ministry at 15.30 hrs after the cabinet meeting yesterday, but the plan was 

cancelled. 

 

 Watchara Kaewsawang or ‘Sia Pong’ one of the biggest traders on the Stock Exchange of 

Thailand (SET) has come out to say that he personally would end up paying up to 70 

million baht in ‘Transaction Taxes’ if the 0.1% Transaction Tax was implemented. 

 

 Watchara, who is at many times associated with many big holdings in stocks, said 

that at the moment he is being taxed only 100-400 baht per million-baht 

transaction, depending on the trading volume. 

 



 

 

 He added that transaction tax would increase the cost of sales to 1,000 for every 

million baht traded. 

 

 He added that although he disagrees and it will impact the trading volume, he 

would have to live with the move. 

 

 

COVID-19 News 

 

 

Infection data for today are as follows  

Total New PCR Infections  = 2,575 

Total New Death   =  17 

Total New Recovery   =  2,695 



 

 

Total infections so far since outbreak =  2,188,424 

Details of data for each day can be found @ https://ddc.moph.go.th/covid19-dashboard/  (All 

information is in Thai language) 

 

Political News Headlines in Thai Media 

 The government said on Tuesday that it would consider reimplementing work from home 

and online schooling if the spread of the Omicron variant is uncontained after the New 

Year break. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/36138/government-to-reconsider-work-from-

home-and-online-classes-mandate-after-new-year/ 

 

 The cabinet has approved a royal decree to hold a by-election in Constituency 9 in 

Bangkok which is expected to be held on Jan 30, according to Deputy Prime Minister 

Wissanu Krea-ngam. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2239271/bangkok-to-see-by-

election-in-late-january 

 

 With 2022 approaching, the 'Bangkok Post' has selected the top five news stories about 

justice that were the talk of the town over the past 12 months. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2239323/pardon-me-is-that-a-

supercar-youre-in- 

 

 The Cabinet on Tuesday agreed to have the Doping Control in Sports Act amended as 

proposed by the State Council. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/blogs/in-focus/40010525 

 

 Looking back over the past year, Thailand’s overall relations with all the great powers 

have been cordial and have moved in the right direction, except, that is, with the US. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaipbsworld.com/opinion-mixed-blessings-for-thai-us-relations/ 
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 The naval chief and the commander of a naval base have undergone self-punishment to 

uphold discipline and show responsibility after one of their subordinates committed a 

serious misconduct. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2239023/naval-top-brass-

undergo-self-punishment 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Economic News Headlines in Thai Media 

 

 Thai economists have expressed concern that an outbreak of the COVID-19 Omicron 

variant, if it drags on for a long period, will severely impact Thailand’s economic growth. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaipbsworld.com/grim-economic-outlook-in-thailand-if-an-

omicron-outbreak-drags-on-for-months/ 

 

 The Transport Co expects to see a 30% rise in the number of passengers using its inter-

provincial bus and van services over the New Year holiday. The average daily number is 

projected to be about 60,000 from Tuesday until next Thursday. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2239123/bus-services-

extended-for-ny-travellers 

 

 Police have arrested 16 people in raids on 15 locations for filing alleged false personal 

accident claims totalling 20 million baht, with insurers having already paid out 14 million 

baht. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2239095/16-arrests-in-b20m-

insurance-fraud-case 

 

 The opening of the five-day "Amazing Thailand Countdown 2022 - Amazing New 

Chapters @ Nakhon Ratchasima" celebration fell flat on Monday night, with only a small 

number of people turning up. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2238983/few-people-at-

opening-of-korat-new-year-countdown 

 

 The Cabinet on Tuesday accepted the Labour Ministry’s proposal to draft a law that will 

protect and improve the quality of life of informal workers. 
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o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/blogs/in-focus/40010524 

 

 The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) Index closed at 1,641.52 on Tuesday, up 5.02 

points or 0.31 per cent. Transactions totalled 73.16 billion baht with an index high of 

1,650.28 and a low of 1,640.61. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/40010522 

 

 Thon Buri-Wong Wian Yai-Bang Wa was ranked as the most desirable condo area after 

an extension of the Blue Line began running to the location, according to a study by 

property research and consulting company Terra Media and Consulting. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2239335/blue-line-helps-thon-buri-

become-no-1-condo-location 

 

 Total Access Communication (DTAC) Plc, the country's third largest mobile operator by 

subscriber base, has collaborated with the National Electronics and Computer 

Technology Center (Nectec) and auto parts maker Daisin to develop a smart factory 

prototype capitalising on 5G and Internet of Things (IoT) technology. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2239339/tripartite-effort-to-set-up-

smart-factory 

 

Issues to be watched out for 

 

 December 1, 2021 – General Prayut Chan-o-cha, Prime Minister and Minister of Defense 

It is scheduled to visit the government inspection area in Udon Thani province 

 

 December 20, 2021 – The Supreme Court's Criminal Division for Persons Holding 

Political Positions is set to hold its 1
st
 hearing on the 4 billion baht + futsal corruption case 

that has implicated Palang Pracharat party list MP and Government Whip - Wirat 

Ratanaset and his Nakorn Ratchasima constituency MP wife Tassaneeya Rattanaset and 

his sister-in-law Nakorn Ratchasima constituency MP Tasanaporn Kesmethikarun. 

 

 December 23-27, 2021 – The registration of candidates for the by-elections is expected 

from December 23-27, 2021.    
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 December 29, 2021 – The government will disburse 5,000 baht to each entertainment 

venue worker who is registered under Section 40 of the Social Security Act. 

 

 December 30, 2021 – The Bank of Thailand makes its monthly economic data available 

for the month of October 2021 

 

 December 31, 2021 - The Oil Fund’s subsidy capping the retail price of a standard-sized 

15-kilogramme LPG cylinder at 318 baht is set to expire. 

 

 January 4, 2022 – Details of the fiscal 2023 budget will be presented to the cabinet 

meeting. 

 

 January 16, 2022 - The by-elections in constituency 1 Chumphon and constituency 6 

Songkhla expected to be held. 

 

 January 1 and February 15 – The government will offer shoppers a tax deduction of up to 

30,000 baht per person on their goods purchased. 

 

 February 4, 2022 – Tentative date for by-election for Constituency 4 of Bangkok to fill in 

a vacant seat left by government MP Sira Jenjaka. 

 

 February 17, 2022 – The Supreme Court’s Criminal Division for Political Office Holders, 

is set to decide on the fate of Suthep Thaugsuban, the leader of the People’s Democratic 

Reform Council (PDRC), the protest movement that was instrumental in the 2014 coup 

led by Prayut Chan-o-cha against the government of Yingluck Shinawatra, on the charges 

laid by the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC), citing that there was 

corruption in the construction of 396 police stations worth more than 5.8 billion baht 

during the 2008-2011 government of Abhisit Vejjajiva when Suthep was a Deputy Prime 

Minister in-charge of the Royal Thai Police. 

 

 March-April, 2022 – The 4th phase of the half-half co-payment subsidy scheme to 

stimulate spending on goods are set to take effect. 

 

 August 24, 2022 – The last day as per the current constitution for Prayut to be the Prime 

Minister under the 2016 constitution Article 158 which forbids a person to be in Prime 

Minister’s position for more than 8-years continuously or with breaks. 

 

                                                                       Key Data 

  

SET Index                 1,641.52                  +5.02 

 



 

 

 

Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html 
 

 

Global Commodities   

 

Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/   

 

Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/    

 

Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND  

  

   

Global Equity Market’s Movements  

 

Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/  

 

Asian Equity Markets Movement  

 
Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/   

 

 

 

                                  Information on December 28, 2021 

 

           Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management 

 

Stock Code Volume Value Action  

 

 

BCP 50,000 25 Purchase 

BRI 147,000 11.5 Sale 

CCET 250,000 3.26 Purchase 

EP 100,000 5.55 Purchase 

JWD 45,900 20 Sale 

MBAX 19,800 5.1 Purchase 

OTO 50,000 5.85 Purchase 

PPS 1,000,000 0.99 Sale 

PTTEP 30,000 118 Sale 

RCL 420,000 - Transfer 

RCL 420,000 - Acceptance of Transfer 

SKN 6,000 6.3 Purchase 

SKN 30,000 6.32 Purchase 

SMD 1,300,000 13.3 Sale 

SALEE 100,000 1.27 Sale 

https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html
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http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/


 

 

SAMCO 100,000 1.97 Sale 

MAKRO 600,000 43.5 Purchase 

STECH 5,000 2.48 Purchase 

SFLEX 200,000 5.15 Purchase 

SYNEX 30,000 33.42 Purchase 

TKS 30,000 13.8 Purchase 

TCMC 713,700 1.68 Purchase 

TTI 500 26 Purchase 

TTI 500 26.25 Purchase 

TWPC 91,500 5.45 Purchase 

TWPC 91,500 - Sale 

TWPC 91,500 - Purchase 

UTP 40,000 17.8 Sale 

UTP 30,000 17.9 Sale 

UTP 20,000 17.9 Sale 

UTP 10,000 18 Sale 

KUN 100,000 2.46 Purchase 

VCOM 100,000 7.25 Sale 

     

 

XD, XE or XM or other notifications 
  

For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on  

https://www.set.or.th/set/xcalendar.do  

  

  

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand 
 

 

 

Daily as of 28 Dec 2021  

                                                                                                                                         Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 4,763.12 6.51 6,159.24 8.42 -1,396.12 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

8,551.06 11.69 8,247.97 11.27 303.09 - 

Foreign Investors 30,713.13 41.98 26,224.02 35.84 4,489.11 - 

Local Individuals 29,133.85 39.82 32,529.93 44.46 -3,396.08 - 

Monthly Cumulative between 1 –28 Dec 2021  
                                                                                                                                       Unit: M.Baht 

https://www.set.or.th/set/xcalendar.do


 

 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 76,304.39 5.96 84,308.03 6.58 -8,003.64 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

125,236.31 9.77 121,657.92 9.49 3,578.39 - 

Foreign Investors 569,366.12 44.44 555,837.66 43.38 13,528.45 - 

Local Individuals 510,436.03 39.84 519,539.23 40.55 -9,103.20 - 

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan –28 Dec 2021  
                                                                                                                                       Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 1,435,206.00 6.78 1,511,915.70 7.14 -76,709.69 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

2,107,829.84 9.96 2,092,969.90 9.89 14,859.94 - 

Foreign Investors 8,267,454.64 39.06 8,325,726.91 39.33 -58,272.27 - 

Local Individuals 9,357,191.48 44.21 9,237,069.46 43.64 120,122.03 - 

  

Total Trading Value   73,161.16    Million Baht 

 

 

Background Information – 
   

The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the 

Election Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019 

 

 https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24 
 

 List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf  
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