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Top News



The Centre for COVID-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) came out to warn that
Omicron cases may hit 20,000-30,000 cases per day by the end of January as the highlycontagious variant is sweeping Thailand toward its 5th wave of infections.
 Thailand has so far detected 5,397 cases of COVID-19 with the new variant
having spread to 71 out of 77 provinces in the country, according to Dr Sumanee
Wacharasin, an assistant spokeswoman of the Centre for COVID-19 Situation
Administration (CCSA), citing confirmed lab tests.
 If the daily number of COVID cases continues to increase in this trajectory, the
number of cases could go up to around 20,000 cases per day by the end of January
and around 30,000 cases per day by the end of February, Sumanee warned.



Meanwhile, Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha yesterday came out to urge the
people not to panic over reports of the new COVID-19 variant “Deltacron”, saying that
the country’s public health system is prepared to tackle any outbreak.
 Meanwhile, the Ministry of Public Health (MoPH)’s Medical Health Service
Department said the new variant is yet to be recognised by any health authority on
the global level.
 The Prime Minister has assured the public that Thai health facilities are ready to
cope with any COVID variant provided people take full precaution and adhere to
measures set by the Public Health Ministry.

Economic News


The Bank of Thailand (BoT) has come out warn of uncertainties caused by the Omicron
variant that could disrupt economic recovery in the 1st half of 2022. The Central Bank
said the new wave of the Omicron outbreak can push down gross domestic product to
3.4% for 2022.
 The BoT yesterday said the country’s economy could see lower growth in the 1st
half of 2022 than a baseline scenario due to uncertainties caused by the Omicron
variant of the coronavirus.
 The BoT is keeping a close eye on a number of downside risks on the Thai
economic recovery including short-term impacts of the Omicron epidemic, a
recovery of the manufacturing sector and the Thai labour market that remains
fragile as well as domestic and external factors that will put pressure on the
inflation, Piti Disyatat, an assistant governor at the Central Bank, said.
 “If inflation needs to be managed, increasing interest rates will be our
main tool,” Piti said.
 Inflation is also seen increasing temporarily in the first half of 2022, but would
still be within target, Piti said.
 The Central Bank’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) is due to meet for the 1st
time in 2022 on February 9.



After coming out to deny that the African Swine Flu (ASF) was spread and killed large
numbers of pigs in Thailand, the Department of Livestock Development at first the
Department is said to prepare to seek a 500-million-baht budget to manage the ASF in
Thailand.
 Talking about reports that the ASF outbreak has wreaked havoc in piggeries
across Ratchaburi, Nakhon Pathom, Chon Buri, Chachoengsao, Prachin Buri,
Khon Kaen and some provinces in the north and south, the Department has now
said it is awaiting results of the blood samples examined at the National Institute
of Animal Health.
 Results are expected to come out in the next 2 days, the Department said, adding
that it will announce results to the public as soon as possible.
 When asked about the next step to take, the Department said the government has
in the past earmarked a budget of around 1.142 billion baht to assist small-scale
pig farmers. The Department is now planning to seek an additional budget of 500
million baht from the Cabinet.



Meanwhile, Surachai Sutthitham, president of the Thai Swine Raisers Association came
out to reveal that the ASF outbreak has swept Thailand since April 2019.
 The outbreak has wiped out 1,100,000 sows from the system, leaving merely
500,000 sows and 12-13 million piglets.



Prices of fresh food products are gradually increasing with pork price rise not stopping
the rise. The National Swine Raisers Association announced the recommended price.
raise the price of pork to (Living pigs in front of the farm) that is to rise by another 4 baht
per kilogram from January 2, moving up to 110 baht per kg.
 The suggested price for wholesale at retail stores is 176 baht per kg and the
suggested retail price is 218- per kg.
 Pork prices have been on the rise and yesterday rose another 12 baht, and it is
expected that in the next few days.



Commerce Minister Jurin Laksanawisit will today seek a cabinet approval for a central
budget to subsidise prices of pork in the Thong Fah (Blue Flag) low-priced shops set at
150 baht per kilogram and a budget to support small scale pig farmers.
 The Office of National Farmers Council has assessed that more than 50% of pig
farms across the country have been damaged from the African Swine Flu (ASF),
Apisak Angkhasit, deputy chief of the Council, said, citing data that the ASF has
caused deaths of 120,000 sows, leaving merely 500,000 in the system.
 The Council did not oppose the prospect of pork meat imports from overseas but
it must come from the European Union (EU), not from the US due to chemical
growth hormone.



To make matters worse all kinds of food prices are on the rise and poultry products such
as chicken and eggs are all on a rise.

Price of eggs based on the size 0 to 6 (per egg) and per dozen.
 The government has said that it would try to control the prices, but the market is
already reacting to the price hike with food prices (street food and restaurants) all
starting to see a rise in the prices.

Thailand’s leading media house, Thai Rath came out with this graphic in today’s
paper, it shows
 Eggs are prices as high as 6 baht per egg
 Pork is at around 50+ baht per kg
 Chicken @ 13 baht per kg
 Expressway has seen the price rise of 15-35 baht per trip
 LPG prices are set to rise on February 1, 2022
 Electricity prices are to rise by 5%


The operator of the Khlong Saen Saep commuter boats is set to raise boat fare by 1 baht
from January 14, citing a rise in petrol prices.
 Managing director Chaowalit Methayaprapas said fares for short trips along
Saen Saep Canal will be raised by 1 baht after the company has keep the price
fixed since 2020, accounting for more than 600 days.



Meanwhile PTT Plc announced that it will raise the price of all benzene oils by 40 satang
per litre, except for E85 up by 20 satang per litre, effective from today.
 The Energy Policy and Planning Office (EPPO) plans to propose additional
measures to the National Energy Policy Council (NEPC) to look after retail
prices of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) for households after the subsidy to cap
on cooking gas at 318 baht per 15 kilogram cylinder ends at the end of this
month.



Clear criteria for calculating withholding tax on profits from cryptocurrency and digital
asset trading are expected be finalised this month, the Revenue Department directorgeneral said.
 Ekniti Nitithanprapas said Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha had instructed the
department to brainstorm with all parties in clarifying the issue for investors and
the public in general. Profits earned from cryptocurrency trading, Bitcoin mining
and the dividends or interest gained from investment in cryptocurrencies were all
subject to a 15% withholding tax, he said.
 Ekniti said the department had discussed the matter with the Bank of Thailand,
the Securities and Exchange Commission and the Stock Exchange of Thailand. It
would hold a public hearing with private sector representatives and establish
guidelines on tax collection.



Marisa Sukosol Nunphakdi, president of the Thai Hotels Association (THA), said that
hotel occupancy rates are now down more than 90% from November-December 2021.

 The occupancy has dipped due to the outbreak of the new virus and the
suspension of the ‘Test & Go’.
 The association asked the government to expand the sandbox area to Hua Hin,
Pattaya, Bangkok and Chiang Mai, as well as accelerate the ‘We Travel Together
Phase 4’ project to attract Thai people to travel to Thailand.
 According to the survey, more than 49% of hotels are worried about returning to
lockdown. Most foreign tourists are prohibited from entering the country again.
 She said that if businesses are hit again, more than 72% of hotels will cut labor
costs through reduced hours, take unpaid leave, while 17% will decide to
temporarily close their business.


The problems of the poor are least of the concerns for those with money as the latest
report from the luxury car market – Rolls Royce, shows that the car market has had its
best year since its founding more than a century ago.
 Rolls-Royce CEO Torsten Müller-Ötvös said the carmaker sold 5,586 vehicles to
customers in more than 50 countries in 2021, the largest number in its 117-year
history despite all the volatility wrought by the global health crisis.
https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/strong-demand-pushes-rolls-royce-salesrecord-high-2021-2022-01-10/

Political News


The opposition Pheu Thai Party came out to cry foul over claims of military boss’s
wielding influence over army troops to vote for coalition party candidates in the
Bangkok’s Constituency 9 (Laksi and Chatuchak districts) by-election. There are also
reports that
 Sorawong Thienthong, Pheu Thai Party deputy leader, as the party’s election
director, said he received reports that some high-ranking state official is trying to
influence army troops, their families and commissioned soldiers of some army
units to vote for a certain political party, citing information from someone who
resides in an army housing unit.

 Sorawong called on military commanders to ensure fairness and not interfere in
the by-election process.
 Sorawong also called on Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha, in his capacity
as the Defence Minister, to ensure that military commanders must uphold their
neutrality and follow the rule of law. Sorawong urged military personnel and their
soldiers who love democracy to record any electoral-fraud incidents as evidence
to show the public.
 Sorawong said there are reports of attempts to induce voters with 1,500 baht each
in exchange for their ID cards. The Pheu Thai deputy head called for the Election
Commission (EC) to examine such a claim in fear that electoral fraud has been
committed in the upcoming by-election.


Deputy Prime Minister Gen Prawit Wongsuwan, as the Palang Pracharat Party (PPRP)
leader, reportedly help the PPRP candidate in the by-election in Constituency 6 of
Songkhla woo voters.
 Despite mounting criticism of spending his office hours to help the PPRP
candidate campaign for votes in the upcoming by-election, Gen Prawit visited the
southern province to inspect state development projects in the southern border
provinces. Gen Prawit then showed up at the campaign for Anukool Pruksanusak,
the PPRP candidate, yesterday evening.
 It is said that PPRP key members including Capt Thamanat Prompow, the party’s
secretary-general, Labour Minister Suchart Chomklin, as director of the byelection in Constituency 6 of Songkhla, and more than 20 MPs from Rayong,
Chonburi, Ratchaburi, Sakaew and Kanchanaburi also showed up to join the
campaign speech.
 Suchart voiced confidence in the PPRP’s chance to win before going on the
PPRP’s campaign rally last night. It is estimated that around 3,000 people turned
up to attend the rally.



Sanhapoj Srisukmuang, Palang Pracharat Party (PPRP) MP for Nakhon Si Thammarat,
has come out to attack Democrat Party ministers for allowing prices of daily commodity
products to rise amid the current economic woes.
 Sanhapoj came out to put the blame on Commerce Minister Jurin Laksanawisit
for the case of rising pork prices. The PPRP MP said the Commerce Minister
failed to help small scale pig farmers cope with the African Swine Flu (AFS)
outbreak in pigs and rising feed costs, attributing to an increase of pork prices.
He suspected that Jurin may have known about the AFS outbreak that has been
around for more than 2 years.
 Sanhapoj then went on to criticise the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives,
which directly oversees prices of agricultural products, for its inefficiency in
controlling the price movements of agricultural products. This portfolio again
belongs to the Democrat Party.
 Jurin still refrain from making response to criticism raised by the PPRP while he
is helping campaign for by-elections in Songkla and Chumphon. Jurin said he
did not want to say the by-election is around the corner because he did not want
his remarks to draw criticism.



The Democrat Party is set to lose another House seat following the resignation of Nattaya
Benjasiriwan, its Bangkok MP for Saphan Sung and Prawet districts.
 It is said that Nattaya has instructed her team to tender her resignation to the
party’s political registrar to be submitted to the Election Commission (EC).
 Nattaya is said to apply for membership of the Thai Sang Thai (Build Thai) Party
under the leadership of Khunying Sudarat Keyuraphan. It is said that Thai Sang
Thai plans to field Nattaya to contest for a seat in Saphan Sung and Prawet
districts under its party’s banner.
 It is said that Nattaya has twice submitted her resignation to the registrar of
political parties on the same day. First time, she resigned from the Democrat Party
to join the Bhumjai Thai Party and then returned to join the Democrats before
deciding to leave the Democrat Party again on December 24, 2021 in order to
defect Thai Sang Thai.



Progressive Movement leader Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit has come out to talk about
10 changes that can be expected to happen in 2022 but refused to talk about criticism of
him receiving 2 shots of the AstraZeneca vaccine.

 In his Facebook message, the Progressive Movement chairman urged Thais to
keep an eye on 10 changes in key global and domestic political issues anticipated
this year. Thanathorn said a new wave of COVID-19 around the world is another
sign that this year will be another year of challenges and uncertainties, not only in
terms of public health and economic issues but political challenges in many
countries that will affect the entire world.
 Thanathorn, however, did not respond to criticism of him receiving 2 doses of the
AstraZeneca vaccine.

COVID-19 News

Infection data for today are as follows
Total New PCR Infections

=

7,133

Total positive cases (ATK/Antigen) =

1,545

Total New Death

=

12

Total New Recovery

=

3,306

Total Infection including PRC & ATK

= 8,678

Total infections so far since outbreak =

2,284,609

Total deaths so far since outbreak

=

21,850

Total in Intensive Care Unit (ICU)

=

492

Total number on life support (ventilator)

110

The government’s data on ‘Positive testing’ numbers as a percentage of the tests it undertakes
stands @ 9.30% as of January 10.

Details of data for each day can be found @ https://ddc.moph.go.th/covid19-dashboard/ (All
information is in Thai language)
Despite the rising numbers the death numbers are still low although 71 out of 77 provinces in
Thailand are now infected with Omicron variant of the virus.

The Red line shows the death rate

Political News Headlines in Thai Media



An opposition parliamentarian on Monday asked the government to reveal the extent of
the spread of African Swine Fever (AFS) in affecting pork prices around the country.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/36347/opposition-calls-on-government-to-betruthful-about-swine-flu/



The Thai public has been advised not to panic over reports of the new Covid-19 variant
“Deltacron”, with Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha saying the country’s health system
is prepared to tackle any outbreak.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40010915



The Royal Thai Navy on Monday reopened field hospitals in three of its bases to cope
with the surge of new Covid-19 cases.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40010908



Thailand and the Barisan Revolusi Nasional (BRN), the well-known Malay Muslim
separatist group, will begin their long-awaited third round of peace talks on January 11th
in Kuala Lumpur. This time it is hoped that there will be sufficient mutual trust to move
beyond the confidence-building stage, towards some concrete action plans.
o Link- https://www.thaipbsworld.com/crisis-in-thailands-deep-south-mutual-trust-anddialogue-needed/



Serial petitioner Srisuwan Janya on Monday filed a complaint with the National AntiCorruption Commission (NACC) accusing Commerce Minister Jurin Laksanavisit and
Agriculture Minister Chalermchai Sri-on of malfeasance or neglect of duty leading to
soaring prices of pork and eggs.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2245127/complaint-filed-withnacc-over-rising-pork-egg-prices



The Kla Party has now been established for almost two years and, in a special interview,
party leader Korn Chatikavanij, told the Bangkok Post why he is ready to be the next
prime minister and how his party is ready to heal and bring genuine change to a polarised
society.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2245231/korn-wants-kla-partyto-go-it-alone

_____________________________________________________________________________
Economic News Headlines in Thai Media



Thailand’s Layer Farmers Association said on Monday that the average chicken egg price
will not rise to over 3.44 baht each, after a price hike this week given higher cost of
chicken feed.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/36351/chicken-egg-prices-will-not-top-3-44baht-each-layer-farmer-group-says/



Thailand has so far found 5,397 cases of Covid-19 with the new variant having spread to
71 out of 77 provinces in the country, the government said on Monday.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/36372/omicron-has-spread-to-71-out-of-77provinces-in-thailand/



The Bank of Thailand (BoT) said on Monday it would prioritize economic stability over
plans to tackle short-term inflation, as the country’s vital tourism sector is on the path of
recovery.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/36367/bank-of-thailand-says-economic-stabilitymore-important-than-fixing-inflation/



About 39 million purported patient records from Siriraj Hospital have been offered for
sale on an internet database-sharing forum in what appears to be the latest hack of the
country's public health sector.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2245063/huge-patient-dataleak-from-siriraj-hospital



Fares for the Khlong Saen Saep boat service in Bangkok will go up by one baht from Jan
14, the ferry operator Krom Krua Khonsong announced on Monday.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2245159/saen-saep-boat-faresto-rise



Commerce Minister Jurin Laksanawisit on Monday threatened to take legal action against
vendors for price gouging after egg prices shot up.

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2245227/egg-vendors-warnedover-price-gouging


DTAC and Chulalongkorn University has reached out to Thailand’s Gen Z to create the
“Stop Cyberbullying Playbook” of rules for internet use.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/pr-news/in-focus/40010924



Commerce Minister Jurin Laksanawisit said on Monday that he will hold talks with
Beijing to allow Thailand to export fruit to China via the China-Laos high-speed railway.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/40010932

Issues to be watched out for
 January 7, 2022 – The Ministry of Tourism and Sports is pushing to extend its “Sandbox”
initiative to 6 more provinces the Centre for Covid-19 Situation Administration (CCSA)’s
meeting.
 January 16, 2022 – The by-elections in constituency 1 Chumphon and constituency 6
Songkhla expected to be held.
 January 6, 2022 – April 5, 2022 – The government plans to ban exports of live pigs for 3
months to solve the problem of rising pork prices.
 January 17, 2022 - January 31, 2022 – The Ministry of Finance is set to sell new savings
bonds worth 30 billion baht to raise funds for government policies aimed at relieving the
economic and social impact of Covid-19.
 January 1 and February 15 – The government will offer shoppers a tax deduction of up to
30,000 baht per person on their goods purchased.
 January 30, 2022 – Confirmed date for by-election in Constituency 4 of Bangkok to fill in
a vacant seat left by government MP Sira Jenjaka.
 February 2022 – The opposition is set to file a general debate without a vote under Section
152 of the constitution.

 February 17, 2022 – The Supreme Court’s Criminal Division for Political Office Holders,
is set to decide on the fate of Suthep Thaugsuban, the leader of the People’s Democratic
Reform Council (PDRC), the protest movement that was instrumental in the 2014 coup
led by Prayut Chan-o-cha against the government of Yingluck Shinawatra, on the charges
laid by the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC), citing that there was
corruption in the construction of 396 police stations worth more than 5.8 billion baht
during the 2008-2011 government of Abhisit Vejjajiva when Suthep was a Deputy Prime
Minister in-charge of the Royal Thai Police.
 February 28, 2022 – The Ministry of Finance plans to reassess the impact of the outbreak
on the economy and release official economic growth forecast.
 March-April, 2022 – The 4th phase of the half-half co-payment subsidy scheme to
stimulate spending on goods are set to take effect.
 May, 2022 – Ordinary parliamentary sessions resume.
 May 31–June 2, 2022 – The budget bill for the 2022 fiscal year is scheduled to be debated
in the House of Representatives.
 August 24, 2022 – The last day as per the current constitution for Prayut to be the Prime
Minister under the 2016 constitution Article 158 which forbids a person to be in Prime
Minister’s position for more than 8-years continuously or with breaks.

Key Data

SET Index

1,657.06

Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html

Global Commodities
Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/
Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/
Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND
Global Equity Market’s Movements

-0.56

Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/
Asian Equity Markets Movement
Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/

Information on January 10, 2022
Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management
Stock Code

ADB
ADB
BC
BC
BOL
CMO
CMO
GUNKUL
HL
HREIT
ICN
INSET
INSET
INSET
JAK
KK
KEX
LALIN
MACO
MACO
MACO
MACO
MACO
OTO
PSL
PSL
SMD
SMD

Volume

100,000
50,000
60,000
60,000
3,100
24,200
24,200
30,000
150,000
30,000
1,000,000
1,500,000
150,000
150,000
15,000,000
100,000 110,000
5,200,000
76,928
100,000
100,000
91,900
165,037
50,000
1,000
1,000
10,000
10,000

Value

Action

2.2
2.08
2.4
2.42
18
6.67
7.3
5.58
19.3
9
3.68
6.4
6.6
3.52
1.7
29
9.35
0.8
0.84
0.85
0.8
0.82
6.1
18.5
18.6
16
15.3

Purchase
Purchase
Sale
Purchase
Sale
Purchase
Sale
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Purchase
Sale
Transfer
Sale
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Sale
Purchase

SPA
SPA
TM
TFG
TFG
TSTE
TQM
TQM
TQM
TINITY
UTP
VIBHA
KUN
KUN
WHART
WHART

169,000
15,300
73,800
4,000,000
500,000
1,000
6,000
9,900
50,000
8,000,000
20,000
1,700,000
50,000
10,000
1,500
50,000

6.65
6.65
3.8
5.05
5.05
7
93.75
93.5
94.25
8.4
17.5
2.64
2.54
2.5
12.2
12.2

Purchase
Purchase
Sale
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase

XD, XE or XM or other notifications
For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on
https://www.set.or.th/set/xcalendar.do

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand

Daily as of 10 Jan 2022
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type

Buy
Value
5,786.11

%
7.27

Sell
Value
6,872.59

Proprietary
Trading

7,188.92

9.04

Foreign Investors

32,858.81

Local Individuals

33,710.72

Local Institutions

%
8.64

Net
Value
-1,086.48

%
-

6,642.13

8.35

546.79

-

41.31

31,487.82

39.59

1,370.99

-

42.38

34,542.02

43.42

-831.30

-

Monthly Cumulative between 1 -10 Jan 2022
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type

Buy

Sell

Net

Value
37,889.01

%
8.09

Value
49,731.71

%
10.62

Value
-11,842.71

%
-

Proprietary
Trading

44,194.88

9.44

41,489.64

8.86

2,705.24

-

Foreign Investors

197,139.97

42.10

187,285.61

40.00

9,854.36

-

Local Individuals

189,036.11

40.37

189,753.01

40.52

-716.89

-

Local Institutions

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan - 10 Jan 2022
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type

Buy
Value
37,889.01

%
8.09

Sell
Value
49,731.71

Proprietary
Trading

44,194.88

9.44

Foreign Investors

197,139.97

Local Individuals

189,036.11

Local Institutions

Total Trading Value 79,544.57

%
10.62

Net
Value
-11,842.71

%
-

41,489.64

8.86

2,705.24

-

42.10

187,285.61

40.00

9,854.36

-

40.37

189,753.01

40.52

-716.89

-

Million Baht

Background Information –
The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the
Election Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019


https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24



List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf
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