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Top News


The Centre for COVID-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) is set to determine colourcontrolled zones today in response to rising Omicron infections in the country.
 The Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) plans to ask the CCSA meeting today to
adjust colour zones amid rising COVID-19 cases. The Ministry also ordered its
officials to prepare more field hospitals to tackle a sharp rise of new cases that
could again put pressure on the public healthcare system.
 The MoPH plans to ask the CCSA to raise areas with significantly rising cases to
“orange” zones. These zones will see stricter restrictions such as limitations on
alcohol consumption following its move MoPH to raise the COVID-19 alert level
to level 4 in response to the rapid spread of the Omicron variant of coronavirus.
 The level 4 guidelines include the closure of areas prone to cluster infections,
reduction of inter-provincial travels and gatherings.



More restriction measures are expected to be imposed on venues that are allowed to be
opened. Permanent Secretary of Public Health Kiattiphum Wongrajit yesterday outlined
more containment measures mulled by the MoPH including:
 High-risk venues may be ordered to be shut.
 More containment measures may be implemented for venues that are allowed to
remain opened.
 More limitations will be placed on assemblies and social activities.
 Employers will be asked to implement the work from home (WFH).



NO Lockdown
 Public Health Minister Anutin Charnvirakul said the higher alert level will bring
“more limitations on activities”, however, there has been no decision on whether
another lockdown is needed. He even said the country is well-prepared for the
post-New Year COVID-19 case surge. An effective screening system is in place
at immigration and isolation facilities are ready.
 “The government will try to avoid lockdown to the best of our ability,”
Anutin said.
 State employees have already been told to work from home for 2 weeks to reduce
the risks of infections, while schools have been advised to hold classes online.
 Some of the measures will be considered at the Centre for COVID-19 Situation
Administration (CCSA) today including shutting down high-risk areas, working
from home and limiting inter-provincial travel, Kiattiphum said.

 Health officials reported 7,526 new infections in the past 24 hours, with 19 new
deaths

Economic News


Thailand’s currency and stocks declined on concerns that fresh curbs may hurt the
already fragile economy. The Thai Baht fell as much as 1% to 33.523 to a dollar, the
most since November 26.
 The benchmark stock index yesterday tumbled 23.76 points or 1.42% to close at
1,653.03 points on worries about the US Fed minutes and fears of a sooner-thanexpected rate hike to curb inflation while a recent surge in domestics Covid-19
cases, which the Omicron variant has spread in many areas, as a pressure to the
stock market.
 The Thai bourse traded value over 106.48 billion baht yesterday. The index
moved in negative territory all day with the highest level at 1666.22 points and
the lowest at 1,653.03 points.



The Thai Chamber of Commerce (TCC) has opposed a national lockdown amid the rapid
spread of Omicron infections.
 TCC chairman Sanan Angubolkul came out to say that the TCC disagreed with
the prospect of a nationwide lockdown to limit all activities, saying that most of

the country was fully vaccinated and the healthcare system is far from full
capacity.
 The TCC feared that a nationwide lockdown will lead to further economic losses
after resumption of economic activities this year. It urged the government to
rebuild the economy and people’s livelihoods, Sanan said, citing the opinions of
business sectors nationwide. He said imposing a new lockdown would put the
country back to square one.
 The TCC wants the government to focus more on increasing control measures in
risk areas, preparing the health system in each province, especially for the
severely ill, and creating better public awareness of the Home Isolation and
Hospitel measures. The private sector was ready to bring back bubble-and-seal
measures for businesses, he added.


Meanwhile The Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) is confident the government can slow
the spread of the Omicron variant, though health officials raised the Covid-19 alert level
following a rapid spike in new infections.
 The warning level rose from 3 to 4 as officials encouraged people to work from
home and suspend travel. Other measures include closing high-risk areas and
limiting the number of people at gatherings.
 “The FTI is not seriously concerned about the infections as they are still under
30,000 cases a day, which is viewed as a manageable rate by the government,"
said Kriengkrai Thiennukul, vice-chairman of the FTI.
 The federation believes the government's two-year experience in dealing with the
pandemic can help it get through the new outbreak.



Liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) price are set to rise in February.
 Kulit Sombatsiri, permanent secretary at the Ministry of Energy, warned that LPG
retail price will definitely increase in February after the government has kept the
price down at 318 baht per standard 15-kilogramme-LPG cylinder for nearly 2
years.
 Kulit also warned of a rise in the electricity rate in 2022 as a result of a surge in
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) price to US$20-50 per metric million British
thermal unit (MMBTU).
 Good news is that the National Energy Policy Council has resolved to subsidise
electricity bills by capping the fuel tariff (Ft) rate by using funding from interests

earned from the Myanmar gas deal under the take-or-pay agreement, Kulit said,
confirming that diesel prices will still be capped at no more than 30 baht per litre.


The Federation of Thai Capital Market Organizations (Fetco) chairman Paiboon
Nalinthrangkurn has come out to voice confidence in the Stock Exchange of Thailand
(SET)’s performance this year, citing a relatively low inflation compared to other markets
and a slim chance of an increase in interest rates.
 Other positive factors seen by the Fetco are the country’s economy which shows
signs of recovery and listed companies’ net profits which rose 12% this year,
attracting foreign inflows. The Thai stock market saw 10 billion baht of foreign
inflows per month this year. The body maintains its year-end SET index target at
1,800 points.
 The Investor Confidence Index (ICI) for the next 3 months (March 2022)
dropped 4.2% to 129.53 but remains in “bullish” territory, Paiboon said, citing
ICI survey in December 2021.
 Next week, Fetco’s board meeting will discuss the Ministry of Finance’s planned
taxation on share sales in the Thai bourse. The majority of Fetco members
opposed the ministry’s taxation plan and will submit a letter to petition the
ministry against the plan, citing long-term impact on the SET index’s liquidity
and capital inflows to decrease by 20-30%. The Fetco also feared that the Thai
stock market will lose its competitiveness as it is known as the most trading
liquid market in ASEAN.



The Office of Insurance Commission (OIC) is set to face uphill battle with all the things
it needs to do as companies are likely to face more pressure with the rising Covid-19
cases.
 The OIC says that the insurance companies that have offered the Covid-19
insurance to clients are facing problems as the case load rises and is expected to
rise further.
 The OIC says that it is fearful that new claims could rise to as high as 180 billion
baht and could make many companies go bankrupt.



To pre-empt the possibility of cash crunch many insurance companies are preparing to
file a lawsuit against the OIC to request the revocation of the order and claim damages.
The OIC has said that companies that have issued the Covid-19 policies cannot cancel
their policy and have to respect and honour the policy.

 The OIC insists that it will fight for the principle of accuracy and benefit of the
people.



Pork Prices
 Surachai Suthitham, President of the National Swine Raisers Association revealed
that the government's temporary ban on pork exports for 3 months, stock
notification and promotion of pig farming should help contain the rise in price of
pork.
 But to see the results of the pig system returning to the normal cycle, it
may take as long as 1 year and it certainly cannot bring down the price in
the short term, but things will be able to return to normalcy by Chinese
New Year festival in early February.
 There should be a chance to see the price of red meat pork at the butcher
rise to more than 200 baht per kg.

Political News


Public Health Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has come under fire from social media users
after a clip of New Year Countdown celebration among his family members went viral
online. The blast came after Anutin’s son “Peck Seranee Charnvirakul” posted an
Instagram photo showing that most family members celebrated New Year festival
without wearing any face masks or practicing social distancing.
 The clip drew fierce criticism from netizens after Anutin himself came out to
blame members of the public for lowering their guard, resulting in many clusters
from restaurants and entertainment venues. He put the blame on the public for the
new wave of coronavirus transmissions which saw more than 3,000 cases.
 Anutin is also set to propose tougher restrictions to fight the new wave of the
coronavirus outbreak at the Centre for COVID-19 Situation Administration
(CCSA) meeting today.



Yesterday, which is the 1st day of candidacy registration for the by-election in
Constituency 9 of Bangkok (Laksi and part of Chatuchak districts), saw candidates from
the Palang Pracharath and Pheu Thai parties showing up in high spirits.
 PPRP and Pheu Thai candidates Saranrat Jenjaka and Surachart Thienthong were
the first to arrive to put their names down. Saranrat arrived at the Laksi District
Office at 7.09 hrs before Surachart who was accompanied by Pheu Thai Party
leader Chonlanan Srikaew at 7.30 hrs.
 Surachart is confident that he will win the Laksi by-election and fill the vacant
seat in the House as he has been meeting with locals and learned about their
issues first hand.
 Saranrat was the second to apply as a candidate. Kla Party secretary-general
Atthawit Suwannapakdi and actor Karunpol Thiensuwan, candidates representing
Kla and Kao Klai (Move Forward) Party were also present.



Meanwhile, the Election Commission (EC) has ordered re-runs of chairmen and members
of Tambon Administration Organisation, citing number of voters who turned up did not
match the number of marked ballot papers.
 The re-runs are set for Sunday January 9, 2022.



The Royal Thai Navy (RTN) denied reports of its push to procure 2 nd and 3rd submarines
from China for 22.5 billion baht under the fiscal year 2023 budget.
 RTN spokesman Rear Admiral Pokkrong Monthatphalin confirmed that the RTN
will not propose the procurement of 2 additional submarines due to fiscal and
economic constraints linked to the COVID-9 pandemic and current debt it is
facing.



Deputy Prime Minister Gen Prawit Wongsuwan, also the Palang Pracharat Party (PPRP)
leader, is scheduled to visit Chumphon and Songkla today to inspect flood prevention
project in Chumphon province (Chumphon bypass canal).
 Gen Prawit, who will be accompanied by Deputy Finance Minister Santi
Promphat who was instructed to oversee the Chumphon by-election for PPRP.
 After that, Gen Prawit’s team will travel to follow up on development projects for
the southern border provinces in Khlong Hoi Khong District and Hat Yai District
of Songkhla.



Prominent pro-democracy activist, Arnon Nampa, 37, is currently ill with a high fever in
Bangkok Remand Prison, his legal team from Thai Lawyers for Human Rights (TLHR)
told Thai Enquirer yesterday.
 The TLHR said Arnon needs urgent medical attention for him as they are
concerned that his condition could continue to worsen.
 Arnon already contracted Covid while in pretrial detention in May 2021. He
recovered from the infection, but there is now fear that the new wave of the
Omicron variant could be spreading in prisons again.

COVID-19 News
Total infection for Thailand rises to the highest level since November 8 when it was at 7,592
cases.

Infection data for today are as follows
Total New PCR Infections

=

7,526

Total positive cases (ATK/Antigen) =

2,244

Total New Death

=

19

Total New Recovery

=

2,895

Total Infection including PRC & ATK

= 9,770

Total infections so far since outbreak =

2,252,776

Total deaths so far since outbreak

=

21,799

Total in Intensive Care Unit (ICU)

=

547

Total number on life support (ventilator)

140

The government’s data on ‘Positive testing’ numbers as a percentage of the tests it undertakes
stands @ 6.95% as of January 6.

Details of data for each day can be found @ https://ddc.moph.go.th/covid19-dashboard/ (All
information is in Thai language)

Political News Headlines in Thai Media


The military government thinks that they can suppress the democratic movement by
incarcerating the movement’s leaders but they will be proven to be wrong.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/36252/opinion-the-democratic-movement-is-notfinished/



In 1973, a group of farmers gathered to demand that the government make it possible to
own or reclaim their land. It was all about being able to cultivate new crops. It had only
been months after the 1973 Popular Uprising, a protest movement that pushed out the
dictator Thanom Kittikachorn. And in the wake of a new and more free political space,
many rural communities sprung up seeking land reform as a way to reclaim a sense of
freedom.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/36276/eviction-notice-thailands-troubled-landlaws-harm-the-countrys-vulnerable/



Prominent pro-democracy activist, Arnon Nampa, 37, is currently ill with a high fever in
Bangkok Remand Prison, his legal team from Thai Lawyers For Human Rights (TLHR)
told Thai Enquirer on Thursday.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/36265/anon-nampha-sick-with-high-fever-inprison-lawyers-seek-help/



Thai netizens vented their outrage Wednesday night when Sitala, a Thai-born K-pop
musician, gave an interview regarding her participation in anti-democratic protests in
2014.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/36254/sitala-faces-more-backlash-after-takingneutral-stance-in-new-interview/



2021 did not augur well for many in Southeast Asia. One month in, a military coup
occurred in Myanmar, implemented by generals who were humiliated at the ballot box
the previous November, ousting the democratically-elected National League for
Democracy (NLD).

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/36231/2022-will-be-a-challenging-year-forhuman-rights-and-democracy-in-southeast-asia/


Political parties are fielding well-known politicians in a bid to overthrow the Palang
Pracharath Party in a by-election in the capital.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2243091/big-parties-somefamiliar-names-in-bangkok-by-election

_____________________________________________________________________________
Economic News Headlines in Thai Media



The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) index fell over 20 points on Thursday as the US
Federal Reserve hinted that interest rates might be raised sooner than expected to tackle
rising inflation, along with surging local Omicron cases.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/36250/thai-stock-market-faces-sell-offs-afterfed-signaling-interest-rate-hike-fresh-covid-wave/



More than 500 Thais who were duped into working illegally in Cambodia were rescued
in December, and a woman has been arrested in Buri Ram for defrauding people of
money paid to secure jobs in South Korea.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2243139/duped-thai-workersfreed-in-cambodia-job-scammer-arrested-in-buri-ram



The baht fell the most since late November after the government raised the Covid-19 alert
to the second-highest level, further dimming the recovery of the tourism sector.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2243151/baht-falls-most-in-a-monthafter-govt-raises-covid-alert-level



Thai Chamber of Commerce (TCC) Chairman Sanan Angubolkul disagrees with raising
the COVID-19 alert level to the extent that business activities are locked down again,
saying that such a decisive measure would drive the country backward.
o Link- https://www.thaipbsworld.com/thai-business-sector-objects-to-sweepingrestrictions-to-cope-with-new-wave-of-covid-19/



The Energy Ministry will cap the price of diesel at 30 baht per litre until the end of
March, permanent secretary Kulit Sombatsiri announced on Thursday. The Oil Fuel Fund
Office (OFFO) is borrowing 20 billion baht to support the move.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/blogs/business/40010809



One month after the China-Laos-Thai railway opened, Thai authorities are worried that
freight trains loaded with Chinese vegetables and flowers could also be importing
unwelcome arrivals into the country.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/blogs/business/40010807



The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) is securing control of the trade of nonfungible tokens (NFTs) as it plans to require operators of NFT marketplaces to apply for
a business licence.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2243303/regulator-tightens-control-ofnft-trading



Telecom veterans have expressed concerns about the new National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) board's capability and courage in dealing with
various critical tasks ahead, especially the planned auction for the right to use satellite
orbital slots.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2243319/concern-over-new-nbtcboards-willingness-to-act



The National Energy Policy Council (NEPC) has approved measures to cope with a
shortfall of natural gas from the Erawan gas block in the Gulf of Thailand in a bid to
secure enough fuel for power generation in the country.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2243347/council-preps-steps-for-gasshortfall



Thai Union Manufacturing (TUM) has teamed up with JWD InfoLogistics subsidiary
Pacific Cold Storage Co to launch a joint venture called Pacific TUM Cold Storage
(PACT).
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2243463/thai-union-adds-storage

Issues to be watched out for
 January 6-10, 2022 – The EC opens candidate registration for by-election in Constituency
4 of Bangkok to fill in a vacant seat left by government MP Sira Jenjaka.
 January 7, 2022 – The Ministry of Tourism and Sports is pushing to extend its “Sandbox”
initiative to 6 more provinces the Centre for Covid-19 Situation Administration (CCSA)’s
meeting.
 January 16, 2022 – The by-elections in constituency 1 Chumphon and constituency 6
Songkhla expected to be held.
 January 6, 2022 – April 5, 2022 – The government plans to ban exports of live pigs for 3
months to solve the problem of rising pork prices.
 January 17, 2022 - January 31, 2022 – The Ministry of Finance is set to sell new savings
bonds worth 30 billion baht to raise funds for government policies aimed at relieving the
economic and social impact of Covid-19.
 January 1 and February 15 – The government will offer shoppers a tax deduction of up to
30,000 baht per person on their goods purchased.
 January 30, 2022 – Confirmed date for by-election in Constituency 4 of Bangkok to fill in
a vacant seat left by government MP Sira Jenjaka.
 February 17, 2022 – The Supreme Court’s Criminal Division for Political Office Holders,
is set to decide on the fate of Suthep Thaugsuban, the leader of the People’s Democratic
Reform Council (PDRC), the protest movement that was instrumental in the 2014 coup
led by Prayut Chan-o-cha against the government of Yingluck Shinawatra, on the charges
laid by the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC), citing that there was
corruption in the construction of 396 police stations worth more than 5.8 billion baht
during the 2008-2011 government of Abhisit Vejjajiva when Suthep was a Deputy Prime
Minister in-charge of the Royal Thai Police.
 March-April, 2022 – The 4th phase of the half-half co-payment subsidy scheme to
stimulate spending on goods are set to take effect.
 May, 2022 – Ordinary parliamentary sessions resume.
 May 31–June 2, 2022 – The budget bill for the 2022 fiscal year is scheduled to be debated
in the House of Representatives.

 August 24, 2022 – The last day as per the current constitution for Prayut to be the Prime
Minister under the 2016 constitution Article 158 which forbids a person to be in Prime
Minister’s position for more than 8-years continuously or with breaks.

Key Data

SET Index

1,653.03

-23.76

Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html

Global Commodities
Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/
Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/
Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND
Global Equity Market’s Movements
Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/
Asian Equity Markets Movement
Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/

Information on January 6, 2022
Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management
Stock Code
ADB
ASIAN
ASW
BKD
BJCHI

Volume
280,000
10,000
130,112
1,000,000
5,800,000

Value

Action
2.2
18
8.01
0.24
2.33

Purchase
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale

BRI
ILM
ICN
INSET
INSET
MGT
MGT
MFEC
MBAX
PSL
RT
STI
TSTE
TFM
TVT
VIBHA
WPH
WPH
W

220,000
200,000
8,000
400,000
300,000
200,000
400,000
170,000
8,800
5,000
1,761,400
20,000
3,100
200,000
11,640,200
835,900
7,400,000
7,400,000
260,000,000

13.7
18.13
5.4
6.12
3.17
4.82
5
11.5
5.15
18
2.22
8.65
7.05
13.8
1.05
2.6
2.66
2.66
0.1

Sale
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Purchase
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Sale
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Purchase
Transfer
Acceptance of Transfer
Sale

XD, XE or XM or other notifications
For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on
https://www.set.or.th/set/xcalendar.do

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand

Daily as of 6 Jan 2022
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type

Buy
Value
8,018.56

%
7.53

Sell
Value
12,648.39

Proprietary
Trading

9,738.98

9.15

Foreign Investors

42,707.64

Local Individuals

46,012.74

Local Institutions

%
11.88

Net
Value
-4,629.83

%
-

8,692.65

8.16

1,046.32

-

40.11

45,430.96

42.67

-2,723.31

-

43.21

39,705.93

37.29

6,306.82

-

Monthly Cumulative between 1 - 6 Jan 2022

Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type

Buy
Value
25,759.94

%
8.60

Sell
Value
33,813.16

Proprietary
Trading

28,144.56

9.39

Foreign Investors

125,062.54

Local Individuals

120,652.22

Local Institutions

%
11.29

Net
Value
-8,053.22

%
-

26,712.95

8.92

1,431.61

-

41.74

118,376.78

39.51

6,685.77

-

40.27

120,716.38

40.29

-64.16

-

%
11.29

Net
Value
-8,053.22

%
-

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan - 6 Jan 2022
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type

Buy
Value
25,759.94

%
8.60

Sell
Value
33,813.16

Proprietary
Trading

28,144.56

9.39

26,712.95

8.92

1,431.61

-

Foreign Investors

125,062.54

41.74

118,376.78

39.51

6,685.77

-

Local Individuals

120,652.22

40.27

120,716.38

40.29

-64.16

-

Local Institutions

Total Trading Value 106,477.92 Million Baht

Background Information –
The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the
Election Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019


https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24



List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf
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