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Political News
 2014 coup leader and Prime Minister General Prayut Chan-o-cha has expressed readiness
for a censure motion over its handling of economic issues including rising public debt,
the COVID-19 outbreak, corruption and the African Swine Flu outbreak in pigs.
 At the Cabinet’s meeting yesterday, Gen Prayut said his Cabinet will be ready for
the grilling brought against the government by the opposition bloc during
February 17-18 following a motion filed by opposition Pheu Thai Party leader
Chonlanan and 173 MPs under Section 152 of the Constitution.
 Gen Prayut said he plans to answer questions and issues raised by the opposition
in a general manner.
 After the Cabinet’s meeting, Deputy House Speaker Suchart Tancharoen said he
had called a meeting of government and opposition whips to discuss the date and
timetable for the upcoming debate.
 Gen Prayut urged government MPs to love one another and work together. He
also appealed to the coalition parties to continue to work hard and serve the public
as he told them not to allow the outcome of the by-elections to divide them up. He
told them to respect voters’ decision.
 Meanwhile, Tony Woodsome, a Clubhouse alias of fugitive premier Thaksin
Shinawatra, ruled that the government of Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha

might not have too long to stay in office, calling for Gen Prayut to dissolve the
Lower House if he loves the country.
 During a Clubhouse session hosted by the CARE group last night, Thaksin said
Gen Prayut who came from military career might have good intention but his old
way of thinking has seen him fail to keep up with a fast-changing world.
 The ex-premier called for Gen Prayut to accept that his government is in a feeble
state in terms of the ability to run national administration as the ruling party that
supports him is losing its strength. As a result, the public’s confidence in the
government has been declining and no one is confident to invest in Thailand. He
then urged Gen Prayut to dissolve the parliament if he loves the country and allow
the public to decide.
 At the end of the session, Thaksin predicted that after the next general election,
the Palang Pracharat Party (PPRP) will become divided. Its members will be
parted away from one another. This can be seen from the current state in which
the Captain Thammanat Prompao led MPs in his control faction to a new party,
citing that this is because the PPRP was formed as a “spare” party. The expremier also pointed that the switching back to a 2-ballot system in the next
election may prevent PPRP members from setting up new parties because the new
election system will strengthen the political system.
 The ex-premier also ruled out the possibility of a coup as he doesn’t think that
Gen Prayut would have much time left in office. He expects a new general
election to be called by the middle of this year.


The key coalition Palang Pracharat Party (PPRP) has cancelled its planned meeting of
MPs scheduled yesterday at the party’s headquarters after the party lost in a by-election
in Bangkok’s constituency 9 on Sunday.
 Coordinator of the PPRP’s whip reportedly sent messages via Line accounts of
its MPs to cancel the planned meeting and told them to attend a new meeting
scheduled at 9.00 hrs today on the 6th floor of Parliament.
 The meeting---which will be the 1st meeting of this year to be chaired by Deputy
Prime Minister Gen Prawit Wongsuwan---is expected to discuss 2 key issues.
 1) The expulsion of Captain Thammanat Prompao from the secretarygeneral post and 20 MPs under his control.

 2) The party’s defeat in Sunday’s by-election in Constituency 9 of
Bangkok, by-elections in Songkhla’s Constituency 6 and Chumphon’s
Constituency 1.
 The meeting is expected to reassess the losses in 3 constituencies which may be
signals of a fall in popularity rating of Gen Prayut and Gen Prawit. The meeting
will also focus on its candidate for the next Bangkok gubernatorial election
following swirling rumours that Anusree Tubsuwan of the Ruam Palang Pracha
Chart Thai was tipped as PPRP candidate for the city race, causing many PPRP
MPs to worry about future direction of the party.


Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha came out to explain the timeline for Bangkok
gubernatorial race in May.
 During a cabinet meeting held via videoconference yesterday, Gen Prayut
reassured the public that the date for the Bangkok city election should not be
beyond May. He said if city dwellers want the race to be held, they will get the
race by May although the date for the Bangkok city election has not been set.
 Gen Prayut then said he has never wanted to keep power to himself. He wants the
city to have a good and talented person to run the city.
 Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam said the countdown to the elections
will start in March as the Election Commission will need time to make
preparations, such as the list of eligible voters in all districts of the capital, the
exact timeline for the election, registration of candidates as well as the
certification of local elections, which are still not completed.



Another parliament official has tested positive for COVID-19, raising the number of
infected personnel in the Parliament this year to 30, including 12 MPs, says Dr Sukij
Atthapokorn, adviser to the parliament president.
 From April 1 last year to Jan 31, there had been 128 people working in the
parliament diagnosed with the virus - 22 MPs, 71 government officials, 20
cleaners and 15 other employees. He said 108 had already recovered and there
was one death while 19 were still under treatment.
 12 MPs, 12 government officials, 2 cleaners and 4 other employees were infected
since January 1.
 Dr Sukij said there had been no Covid-19 infections transmitted during
parliamentary meetings. Most infections occurred outside, and MPs admitted
they had meals together. Parliamentary meetings would continue.



The Cabinet yesterday approved, in principle, P-move activists and civic groups’ 15point demand for mechanisms to ensure the basic rights of ethnic minorities to land
settlement, community land title deeds and settlement of land disputes with the State
Railway of Thailand and with Ban Bang Kloi land in Kaeng Krachan national park.
 Prime Minister’s Office Minister Anucha Nakasai came out to inform the
protesters that the cabinet had agreed, in principle, to their demands and to
withdraw all the charges against the ethnic Karen villagers of Ban Bang Kloi
settlement in Kaeng Krachan national park in Phetchaburi province.

Economic News


The Ministry of Finance plans to seek a budget of 60 billion baht from the Cabinet to
fund a new round of registration for the state welfare card scheme.
 The ministry expects 20 million people eligible for a new round of registration, up
from 13.45 million card holders in the previous round, Finance Minister Arkhom
Termpittayapaisith said.
 Present rules require eligible card recipients to be Thai and aged 18 or older. They
must also have an income or combined income of no more than 100,000 baht.
They must not have borrowed in excess of 1.5 million baht for a home loan or 1
million baht for a car loan. They must also never have owned property.
 Newly registered individuals are expected to be able to start using them on
October 1.



The Ministry of Finance said it is pleased that the spending under the 4th phase of the
government’s half-half co-payment subsidy scheme rose to more than 500 million baht
on the 1st day, sending total spending under the scheme to rise to more than 1.1 billion
baht, with total eligible recipients of 16.93 million.



Krungsri Research, a unit under Bank of Ayudhya, assessed that the government’s copayment subsidy scheme under a budget of 34.8 billion baht and the new round of the
state welfare-card scheme and a scheme for vulnerable people who need special
assistance under budgets of 8.070 billion and 1.352 billion baht, respectively, will help
generate no less than 100 billion baht into the economy.

 Krungsri Research maintains that the stimulus schemes will help boost GDP
expansion as forecast earlier although the spread of the Omicron outbreak will
slow Thailand’s economic recovery pace.
 The centre also predicted that Omicron infections will likely peak in the middle of
February before dropping gradually. The tourism sector will be the hardest hit due
to further international travel curbs. This will cause the overall Thailand’s
economic activity to drop by 0.6%.



The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) anticipates the number of foreign arrivals to
reach 200,000 in February after the resumption of free-quarantine under the Test & Go
scheme.
 The resumption of the Test & Go tourism scheme should allow the country to
attract 400,000 tourists in the 1st quarter of this year, says TAT Governor
Yutthasak Supasorn.
 Some 2,500 passengers from 46 flights arrived at Suvarnabhumi airport on the
first day of the resumption of the Test & Go scheme yesterday.
 From November 1, 2021 to January 31, 2022, 409,594 visitors arrived in the
country by air. Russians were the largest group at 45,491, followed by 42,274
German, 33,397 British, 27,903 American and 21,404 French tourists.



The Energy Policy Administration Committee (Epac) has decided to sell only diesel
blended with 5% palm oil-derived methyl ester at petrol stations from this Saturday,
instead of the 7% formula, as it is struggling to deal with soaring global oil prices.

 The change does not decrease the diesel price, but should ease the government's
financial burden, as the state put a cap on diesel prices at 30 baht a litre since last
year. Called biodiesel B5 because of the 5% methyl ester mix, the fuel is a singlegrade biodiesel that Epac estimates will be sold domestically until the end of
March.
 The mix of diesel with methyl ester aims to reduce dependence on oil and support
palm oil prices, but the authorities need to reduce the methyl ester proportion as
prices of both diesel and methyl ester have increased.
 The reference price of methyl ester, also known as purified biodiesel, or B100,
currently stands at 57.28 baht a litre, while the ex-refinery price of high-speed
diesel is 24.71 baht a litre, according to the Energy Policy and Planning Office
(Eppo).


Pork prices have started to fall.
 The ex-farm prices of live pig have started to see declines, owing to price curbing
efforts by the swine raisers association, slaughterhouses, grocery retailers and the
Ministry of Commerce.
 The Swine Raisers Association of Thailand said farm-front prices have also
started to fall to 100 baht from 110 baht. Pork prices in the market should see the
price staying at some 200 baht per kilo as a result of rising retail prices of pork in
the market, causing pork demand to fall as consumers switched to other meat.
 Worapoj Sajjawattana, President of the Swine Raisers Association in Nakhon
Ratchasima, expects pork prices in the market to be stable and stop rising after the
ex-farm price of live pigs dropped to 100 baht per kilo. He complained that pig
farmers, in fact, has now earned an average of 90 baht per kilo, lower than the
price set by the Commerce Ministry as middlemen keep pushing prices
downwards.



The Bank of Thailand (BoT) plans to allow banks to invest more than a current limit of
3% of their capital funds in Fintech, except in digital assets, an assistant governor said
yesterday.
 The Central Bank also expects to issue rules on virtual banks in the 1st half of the
year, Roong Mallikamas told a news conference.
 The introduction of such lenders are expected to increase competition in the
system, while existing banks will also be allowed to apply, she said.
 “Competition will stimulate changes to make it better for the public and
business,” she said.

COVID-19 News



Infection data for today are as follows
Total New PCR Infections

=

8,587

Total positive cases (ATK/Antigen) =

2,649

Total New Death

=

22

Total New Recovery

=

8,485

Total Infection including PRC & ATK

=11,236

Total infections so far since outbreak =

2,456,551

Total deaths so far since outbreak

=

22,207

Total in Intensive Care Unit (ICU)

=

524

Total number on life support (ventilator)

103

The government’s data on ‘Positive testing’ numbers as a percentage of the tests it undertakes
stands @ 12.65% as of February 1.

Details of data for each day can be found @ https://ddc.moph.go.th/covid19-dashboard/ (All
information is in Thai language)


People who want to have a third or fourth Covid-19 shot at the vaccination centre at Bang
Sue Grand Station can choose to have a lighter-dose intradermal injection instead, as the
centre adds more options for booster shots. It has arranged intramuscular injections with
either 15mcg or 30mcg of vaccine per dose, and intradermal injections with a
10mcg/dose.
 Administering half a dose under the skin has been found to maintain a high level
of efficacy while causing fewer side effects, according to Dr Mingkwan
Wichaidit, director of the Institute of Dermatology. However, recipients may
develop skin irritation for a few days before they recover, she noted. These results
have all been confirmed by domestic and overseas studies, Dr Mingkwan said.
 Dr Mingkwan, who supervises the vaccination centre, said it began administering
fourth shots on Tuesday for people who pre-booked online. Pfizer and
AstraZeneca shots are available, she said.

Political News Headlines in Thai Media


The People’s Liberation Army Air Force (PLAAF) has been persistent in its incursions
into Taiwan’s air defence identification zone (ADIZ).
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/37109/china-continuous-testing-of-taiwans-airdefence/



Another parliament official has been diagnosed with Covid-19, raising the number of
personnel in the complex found infected this year to 30, including 12 MPs.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2257023/another-covidinfection-at-parliament-30th-this-year



Public Health Minister Anutin Charnvirakul said on Tuesday he would like small
cannabis growers to be able to conveniently register via an app.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2256983/anutin-wantshousehold-cannabis-registration-via-app



Thailand’s cabinet approved, in principle, P-move activists and civic groups’ 15-point
demand for mechanisms to ensure the basic rights of ethnic minorities to land settlement,
community land title deeds and settlement of land disputes with the State Railway of
Thailand and with Ban Bang Kloi land in Kaeng Krachan national park.
o Link- https://www.thaipbsworld.com/cabinet-agrees-in-principle-to-p-movesdemand-for-land-rights/



Cabinet ministers are ready to answer all questions from the opposition during the special
debate in Parliament on February 17-18, the government said on Tuesday.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40011805



The National Cyber Security Agency (NCSA) aims to roll out 40 subordinate regulations
of the Cybersecurity Act this year to strengthen the country's systems.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2257431/agency-constructs-40-newrules-to-bolster-law

_____________________________________________________________________________
Economic News Headlines in Thai Media


Every few generations, the world and her disparate peoples find themselves at a grand
crossing. It is a moment where the winds of history sweep up the prevailing sentiments of
the day and blows it towards confrontation.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/37100/to-thailand-in-the-coming-times/



The Thai government is exploring plans to encourage Thai vocational students to work in
Saudi Arabia, after the resumption of diplomatic ties between the two nations.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/37126/thailand-plans-to-fill-saudi-arabiaslabour-need-with-vocational-students/



Prices of electronic stocks on the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) gained on Tuesday
after a rebound of the tech sector in foreign markets. The local resurgence was led by
Delta Electronics (DELTA) which surged by 6 per cent prior to the midday break.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/37119/electronic-stocks-rebound-followingrecent-dips-tourism-stocks-rise-on-test-and-go-return/



Thailand expects to welcome hundreds of thousands of holidaymakers a month with the
kickoff of a quarantine-free visa program that is set to serve as a model for tourismreliant countries balancing safe border reopenings with economic revival.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2256979/thailand-set-for-rush-oftourists-with-quarantine-free-visas



Beaches on Koh Samet remain free from pollution by the oil slick that spread from a
broken pipeline in the sea off Map Ta Phut, in Rayong, last week, Natural Resources and
Environment Minister Varawut Silpa-archa said on Tuesday.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2257087/koh-samet-declaredsafe-from-oil-slick



The Energy Policy Administration Committee (Epac) has announced that petrol stations
will sell biodiesel B5, a mix of diesel and 5% methyl ester derived from palm oil, but will
no longer offer biodiesel B7, starting this Saturday.

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2257099/energy-committee-restrictsoptions-to-biodiesel-b5


The Bank of Thailand (BoT) plans to allow banks to invest more than a current limit of
3% of their capital funds in fintech, except in digital assets, an assistant governor said on
Tuesday.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2257051/bank-of-thailand-to-letbanks-invest-more-in-fintech



The Cabinet has approved a budget increase of 2.9 billion baht for the State Railway of
Thailand (SRT)’s Dark Red Line (Bang Sue Grand Station-Rangsit).
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/blogs/in-focus/40011810



Migrant workers began flowing into Thailand on Tuesday as the country reopened its
borders after two years, desperate to fill a labour shortage estimated at 800,000 people.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/blogs/in-focus/40011807



Linking international streaming services like Netflix, WeTV, iQiyi and VIU with the
Thai film industry has earned the country more than 815 million baht, the Department of
International Trade Promotion (DITP) said on Tuesday.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/40011802



The Revenue Department on Monday issued guidelines on cryptocurrency taxes
following discussions with the public and private sectors.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/40011801



The Foreign Trade Department has made preparations to help Thai exporters enjoy tax
privileges for exporting to South Korea after its RCEP membership takes effect on
Tuesday.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/40011789



Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha has welcomed Thailand's 18-place jump on the
Bloomberg Covid Resilience Ranking index as the country yesterday resumed its
quarantine-free Test & Go scheme for vaccinated international tourists.

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2257307/pm-lauds-nationscovid-index-boost


SET-listed developer N.C. Housing plans to keep launching new low-rise houses, with
five projects slated for three locations worth a combined 4.5 billion baht, to capture rising
demand in the sector.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2257283/n-c-to-focus-on-popular-lowrise-housing

Issues to be watched out for
 January 1 and February 15 – The government will offer shoppers a tax deduction of up to
30,000 baht per person on their goods purchased.
 February 2022 – The opposition is set to file a general debate without a vote under Section
152 of the constitution.
 February 4, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price
Index (CPI) data for the month of January 2022.
 February 9, 2022 – The Central Bank’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) is scheduled
its 1st meeting.
 February 17, 2022 – The Supreme Court’s Criminal Division for Political Office Holders,
is set to decide on the fate of Suthep Thaugsuban, the leader of the People’s Democratic
Reform Council (PDRC), the protest movement that was instrumental in the 2014 coup
led by Prayut Chan-o-cha against the government of Yingluck Shinawatra, on the charges
laid by the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC), citing that there was
corruption in the construction of 396 police stations worth more than 5.8 billion baht
during the 2008-2011 government of Abhisit Vejjajiva when Suthep was a Deputy Prime
Minister in-charge of the Royal Thai Police.
 February 21, 2022 – The 4th phase of the co-payment subsidy is expected to be launched.
 February 21, 2022 – The Ministry of Finance is set to release gross domestic product
(GDP) for the 4th quarter of 2021 at 8.30 hrs.

 February 21, 2022 – The National Economic & Social Development Council (NESDC)
announces the GDP data of Q4 2021.
 February 28, 2022 – The Ministry of Finance plans to reassess the impact of the outbreak
on the economy and release official economic growth forecast.
 March-April, 2022 – The 4th phase of the half-half co-payment subsidy scheme to
stimulate spending on goods are set to take effect.
 March 4, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price
Index (CPI) data for the month of February 2022.
 March 30, 2022- The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) makes the decision on the
policy rate.
 April, 2020 – The Palang Pracharat Party (PPRP) is set to hold its annual general meeting
(AGM).
 April 1, 2022 – The government is set to collect a 300-baht entry fee per person from
foreign visitors to fund the development of local tourist attractions and for tourists’
insurance coverage.
 April 5, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price
Index (CPI) data for the month of March 2022.
 May, 2022 – Ordinary parliamentary sessions resume.
 May 5, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price Index
(CPI) data for the month of April 2022.
 May 31–June 2, 2022 – The budget bill for the 2022 fiscal year is scheduled to be debated
in the House of Representatives.
 June 6, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price Index
(CPI) data for the month of May 2022.
 June 8, 2022 – The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) makes the decision on the policy
rate.
 July 5, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price Index
(CPI) data for the month of June 2022.

 August 5, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price
Index (CPI) data for the month of July 2022.
 August 10, 2022 – The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) makes the decision on the
policy rate.
 August 24, 2022 – The last day as per the current constitution for Prayut to be the Prime
Minister under the 2016 constitution Article 158 which forbids a person to be in Prime
Minister’s position for more than 8-years continuously or with breaks.
 September 5, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price
Index (CPI) data for the month of August 2022.
 September 28, 2022- The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) makes the decision on the
policy rate.
 October 5, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price
Index (CPI) data for the month of August 2022.
 November 5, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price
Index (CPI) data for the month of October 2022.
 November 30, 2022 – The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) makes the decision on the
policy rate.
 December 6, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price
Index (CPI) data for the month of November 2022.

Key Data

SET Index

1,661.75

Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html

Global Commodities
Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/

+12.94

Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/
Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND
Global Equity Market’s Movements
Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/
Asian Equity Markets Movement
Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/

Information on February 1, 2022
Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management
Stock Code

Volume

AIMIRT
CTW

Value

40,000
900

Action

12.8 Purchase
8.2 Purchase

XD, XE or XM or other notifications
For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on
https://www.set.or.th/set/xcalendar.do

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand

Daily as of 1 Feb 2022
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type
Local Institutions

Buy
Value
5,280.41

Proprietary

5,939.96

%
8.88

Sell
Value
4,805.06

9.99

6,224.22

%
8.08

Net
Value
475.36

%
-

10.47

-284.26

-

Trading
Foreign Investors

25,328.25

42.61

24,026.61

40.42

1,301.64

-

Local Individuals

22,891.14

38.51

24,383.87

41.02

-1,492.73

-

%
8.08

Net
Value
475.36

%
-

Monthly Cumulative between 1 - 1 Feb 2022
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type

Buy
Value
5,280.41

%
8.88

Sell
Value
4,805.06

Proprietary
Trading

5,939.96

9.99

6,224.22

10.47

-284.26

-

Foreign Investors

25,328.25

42.61

24,026.61

40.42

1,301.64

-

Local Individuals

22,891.14

38.51

24,383.87

41.02

-1,492.73

-

Local Institutions

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan - 1 Feb 2022
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type

Buy
Value
132,020.70

%
7.29

Sell
Value
156,728.52

%
8.66

Net
Value
%
-24,707.82 -

Proprietary
Trading

160,501.48

8.87

157,284.29

8.69

3,217.19

-

Foreign Investors

763,759.13

42.19

748,098.14

41.33

15,660.99

-

Local Individuals

753,968.43

41.65

748,138.78

41.33

5,829.64

-

Local Institutions

Total Trading 59,439.75

Million Baht

Background Information –
The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the
Election Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019


https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24



List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf

Information provided here is copyright of ThaiNews Corp and no part maybe reproduced in any form without the
prior written permission. The opinions expressed are only those of the writer’s and is analysed based on the
situation.

