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Political News


Nearly a week after the sexual offense allegations surfaced, Thailand’s oldest political
party, under immense public pressure and internal infighting, has decided that it will
make a statement today.
 The issue has come out to haunt the Democrat party to a point that its former
leader and the godfather of the party – Chuan Leekpai, has come out to say that it
was high time that the ‘Executive Committee’ of the party needs to answer the
questions by the public on the ongoing sexual offence allegations against its
former deputy leader Prinn Panitchpakdi.
 Democrat Party leader and Commerce Minister Jurin Laksanawisit, has called
an urgent press conference at 09:00 hrs today at the Democrat Party

headquarters. The press conference is expected to be about the issue involving
the sexual offence cases against Prinn.


The number of victims who have come out to openly accept that they were molested or
were harassed has risen to as many as 14 women.
 The Democrat Party spokesman has confirmed that Prinn has lost his status as a
party member since April 14 as the number of victims is said to grow to 14,
according to lawyer Sittha Biabangkerd.
 Sittha yesterday posted pictures of 14 victims who claimed to be sexually
assaulted by Prinn. Sittha led them to file sexual harassment complaints against
Prinn at the Limpini Police Station yesterday.
 The Democrat Party is facing social pressure as several feminist groups held a
demonstration in front of the Democrat party headquarters yesterday to protest
against a series of alleged sexual assaults against its former deputy leader in
Thailand’s most high profile #MeToo case to date.

 As many as 16 women's rights organizations handed an open letter to Prime
Minister Prayut Chan-ocha asking for the removal of Democrat Party Leader
Jurin Laksanawisit from his seat on the national women's rights committee and all
positions that is related to the promotion of gender equality



On a separate issue, Seksakol Atthawong, dubbed “Rambo Isan”, resigned from his post
following a leaked audio clip that raised questions of possible irregularities and abuse of
power.
 In the leaked clip, Seksakol was heard having a conversation with Jureeporn
Sinthuprai, an official at the Office of the Secretary-General of the Prime
Minister, about lottery quota.
 Seksakol told the media that he had informed the prime minister of his
resignation. He did not want the allegations to affect the prime minister’s image.
 Opposition party members, however, demanded that the prime minister terminate
Seksakol’s role in solving overpriced lottery tickets, to pave way for a transparent
investigation into the issue.



2014 coup leader and Prime Minister General Prayut Chan-o-cha expects a new
government in place in May 2023.
 Gen Prayut voiced his readiness for a no-confidence debate against the
government in accordance with Section 151. When asked about the deliberation
for the deliberation of the Budget Bill for the 2023 fiscal year, Gen Prayut replied
in short that he is ready for the scrutiny by the opposition before walking up the
Thai Khu Fah building.
 The Prime Minister made such remarks when chairing a meeting of government
panels in charge of celebrations marking the 100th birthday of Her Royal
Highness Princess Galyani Vadhana scheduled for May 6 next year.



Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam came out to warn 36 ministers to keep their
records clean ahead of the upcoming censure debate against the government.

 When asked about Pheu Thai’s claim that 3 ministers were involved in
irregularities in state projects, Wissanu shrugged off and said he had no
knowledge of such a claim. He told 36 ministers to watch their action and not
commit wrongdoings.
 The government is awaiting for the House to pass several key pieces of legislation
including the Budget Bill, amendments to 2 organic laws and a planned censure
debate, after the House convenes a new session next month.
 Wissanu said the government is gearing up to pass these key bills. It will also
propose the civil partnerships bill for same-sex couples, national police bill, a bill
that sets out timeframes for judicial processes and another on the digitalisation of
administrative functions. He is hoping that the examination of these bills can be
completed without any hold-ups in the 120-day session.


The Election Commission (EC) has set May 21, 2022 for the by-election in Ratchaburi’s
Constituency 3 to fill in a seat left vacant by former Palang Pracharat Party MP Pareena
Kraikupt who was disqualified by the Supreme Court’s ruling over her use of forest land.
 The EC’s announcement was published yesterday on the website of the
Government Gazette.



Meanwhile, there are reports that Deputy Prime Minister General Prawit Wongsuwan,
also the Palang Pracharat Party leader, is on a vacation in the UK and will not attend a
weekly Cabinet meeting today.
 Gen Prawit is said to still be on his personal trip to the UK since April 13. He is
scheduled to return tomorrow.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Economic News


The Oil Fuel Fund Office yesterday passed a resolution to seek more fund to subsidise
diesel with a subsidy of another 3.13 baht per litre, sending its subsidy on diesel to total
10.84 baht per litre.
 This is part of the Oil Fuel Fund Office’s effort to cap diesel price at less than 30
baht per litre until the end of this month.
 The Oil Fuel Fund Office’s decision came after global oil prices continued to rise
during the Songkran holiday, sending the State Oil Fund’s losses to increase to
50.614 billion baht (as of April 17, 2022), the highest since the end of 2021.
 The reason for mounting losses is because the Oil Fuel Fund Office has to
spend more to subsidise diesel and liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) prices.
The subsidies caused the State Oil Fund to suffer losses of 19.332 billion
baht to subsidise oil prices and 31.282 billion baht to subsidise LPG.
 Major oil traders has announced to raise the retail prices for benzene and gasohol
for another 80 satang per litre while the price of diesel remains unchanged,
effective from today.



The Thai Condominium Association sees signs of recovery in the 2nd half, driven by an
economic rebound and a recovery in domestic and overseas demand.
 President Apa Attaboonwong said the industry has its lowest point and is
expected to recover in line with the economic recovery in the 2 nd half of this year
after the country’s reopening.
 Apa said all signs pointed that the industry has passed its lowest point.
Property firms are ready to ramp up investments as planned thanks to
positive factors from the government’s property stimulus measures to spur
the property sector, especially the cuts in the housing transfer and
mortgage fees for residential properties under 3 million baht each until the
end of 2022, the Bank of Thailand (BoT)’s easing of its loan-to-value ratio
cap for mortgages along with low interest rates.
 Piya Prayong, chief executive of Pruksa Real Estate Plc, said the outlook of the
Thai real estate market remains flat in the 1st quarter of this year amid the
prolonged war in Ukraine. The company may have to delay launches of projects,
especially condo projects due to low numbers of international arrivals.

 Piya though said the overall picture of the condo and low-rise housing
projects will not be worse than the previous year as the sector already
passed its lowest point. He admitted that the Russia-Ukraine war has
impacts on production costs, consumers’ spending power and sentiment,
and stalling growth of the industry.
 Supalai Plc is upbeat on growth in the sector in the 2 nd half of this year driven by
an economic rebound that will help boost demand for residential houses.
Managing director Tritecha Tangmatitham said various economic stimulus
packages and low interests will help drive demand for residential project in
Bangkok and key cities in upcountry areas.


China’s economy expanded 4.8% year-on-year in the 1st quarter of this year amid
astringent COVID-19 control measures.
 China’s 1st-quarter GDP rose by 4.8%, topping expectations of a 4.4% increase
from a year ago, data released by the National Bureau of Statistics yesterday.
 Fixed asset investment for the 1st quarter rose by 9.3% from a year ago, topping
expectations for 8.5% growth. However, the unemployment rate for those in 31
major Chinese cities rose from 5.4% in February to 6% in March — the highest
on record per official data going back to 2018.



The Thai National Shippers’ Council is ready to help drive Thai exports to meet growth
target of 10% this year on the condition that the baht’s value must be averaged above 33
baht to the US dollar.
 TNSC chairman Chaichan Chareonsuk said it is possible for Thailand’s exports to
meet 10% growth target this year pledged by Finance Minister said Arkhom
Termpittayapaisith as long as the baht current stands above 33 baht to the US
dollar.
 Chaichan also spelled out other factors to drive the sector to meet growth such as
ample liquidity among retail export operators, energy production costs. He wants
the government to maintain its cap on energy prices as long as possible.
Moreover, it must help seek new markets and push for the resumption of crossborder trade with neighbouring countries.
 The Council is upbeat that Thailand’s exports will definitely grow more than 5%
this year.



The new board of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) is set to meet tomorrow to consider the planned merger of True Corporation
(TRUE) and Total Access Communication (DTAC).
 The planned merger of the 2 telecom firms is expected to face scrutiny by the new
NBTC board at its 1st meeting chaired by Dr Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck.
 The NBTC is expected to hold an announcement on the result of its meeting next
week. However, a highly-placed source in the telecom industry said it is still too
early to determine whether the board would consider approving or rejecting the
deal amid intense debate as to whether the NBTC has the authority to approve the
merger.



Orders for mango on sticky rice are on the rise boosted by the “Danupha ‘Milli’
Khanatheerakul” showcase of the dish at this year’s Coachella Valley Music and Arts
Festival.
 Line Man Wongnai, the operator of a food delivery service, said mango on sticky
rice orders have increased more than 3.5 folds in the past 24 hours. The company
admitted that the #MILLILiveatCoachella helped drive sales of this dish. The
company expects mango on sticky rice sales to boom for the next 1-2 months.
 Other food delivery companies like Grab and Robinhood also enjoyed a
substantial growth of orders for mango on sticky rice. Grab said it saw orders for
this particular dessert dish risen 4 folds while Robinhood 5 folds.

General News


The roof of a new bus terminal at Don Mueang airport collapsed as heavy rain hit parts of
Bangkok on Monday evening.
 Photos on social media showed the roof and a wall of the newly built structure
(build in 2020) buckled under the weight of rainwater from a violent summer
storm.

 No one was injured because the building had not been opened for use. The
structure was erected near Terminal 1 of Don Mueang airport to be a service hall
for tour groups.
 Transport Minister Saksayam Chidchob said he ordered Airports of Thailand Plc
to quickly investigate the cause of the collapse. The building was completed about
a year ago but had not been opened due to the impact of Covid-19.
 The construction company that had completed this 207 million baht structure is a
listed entity on the Stock Exchange of Thailand named – Power Line Engineering
Plc (PLE).

COVID-19 News

Infection data for today are as follows
Total New PCR Infections

=

16,891

Total positive cases (ATK/Antigen) =

12,945

Total New Death

=

129

Total New Recovery

=

24,927

Total Infection including PRC & ATK

= 29,836

Total infections so far since outbreak =

4,063,844

Total deaths so far since outbreak

=

27,135

Total in Intensive Care Unit (ICU)

=

2,104

Total number on life support (ventilator)

940

The government’s data on ‘Positive testing’ numbers as a percentage of the tests it undertakes
stands @ 31.42% as of April 18.

Details of data for each day can be found @ https://ddc.moph.go.th/covid19-dashboard/ (All
information is in Thai language)

Political News Headlines in Thai Media


One of the co-founders of the ruling Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) resigned from the
party he helped create on Monday effectively ending his status as a member of
parliament.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/39454/vichian-one-of-pprps-co-foundersresigns-from-party-citing-changed-ideology/



Thailand’s Democrat Party on Monday said that they are fully supportive of women’s
rights and the protection of women following allegations that a former deputy party
leader sexually assaulted or harassed several women.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/39441/democrat-party-says-it-has-always-stoodby-women-will-support-those-seeking-action-against-former-deputy-leader/



Seksakol Atthawong has quit his post as an assistant to the Prime Minister's Office
minister after a leaked audio recording appeared to suggest he was offering lottery ticket
quotas in exchange for a loan for a political campaign.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2296534/rambo-isan-resignsover-audio-clip-scandal-to-save-prayut



Former Democrat leader Chuan Leekpai on Monday called for a clear explanation from
the party of its position regarding the sexual harassment charges against former deputy
leader Prinn Panitchpakdi.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2296498/chuan-tellsdemocrats-to-make-position-clear-on-prinn-case



The Sarng Anakot Thai Party, which was created by two former co-founders of the ruling
Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP), will hold its first general assembly on June 20.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40014663



The Judicial Commission on Monday decided to dismiss Sarawut Benjakul from his post
as a special adviser to the Office of the Judiciary (OTJ) over serious misconduct relating
to a 42.3-million-baht court renovation project.

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2296602/panel-fires-office-ofthe-judiciary-adviser

_____________________________________________________________________________
Economic News Headlines in Thai Media



Gulf Energy Development Plc (GULF), Thailand’s largest private power producer by
market value, said on Monday it has reached a deal to jointly establish a digital asset
exchange in Thailand with Binance.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/39435/gulf-energy-signs-agreement-to-formdigital-asset-exchange-in-thailand-with-binance/



Department of Special Investigation police raided a warehouse and three houses in Kathu
and Muang districts on Monday and seized more than 10,000 items of falsely labelled
brand-name clothing with an estimated market value of 50 million baht.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2296514/b50m-worth-of-fakebrand-name-clothing-seized-in-phuket



The Bank of Thailand (BoT) said on Monday it had further relaxed foreign exchange
regulations to allow for easier capital movement and risk management amid volatility as
the baht hit a two-week low against the dollar.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2296482/bank-of-thailand-relaxesforeign-exchange-rules



The Bank of Thailand (BoT) on Monday pledged to maintain its accommodative
monetary policy stance to support a nascent economic recovery, saying it can “look
through” short-term volatility in inflation.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2296474/monetary-policy-can-lookthrough-cpi-volatility-bank-of-thailand-says



A Phitsanulok man has described how he reduced his electricity bill to only 44 baht per
month, in a Facebook post that electrified social media.

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40014660


A committee on local wisdom and cultural heritage under the Ministry of Culture may
propose khao nieo mamuang, or mango sticky rice, as a Thai cultural heritage item with
Unesco, says Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2296638/sticky-rice-dishmoves-up-in-world



As the basic rights of migrant workers in Thailand's seafood industry remain unprotected,
the country should remain on the Tier 2 watchlist in this year's Trafficking in Persons
(TIP) report by the United States' Department of State, a seminar was told.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2296882/tier-2-status-welldeserved-seminar



Hoteliers are calling for an additional 2 million room nights under the We Travel
Together hotel subsidy campaign by May to shore up tourism demand during the offpeak season as the quota for the scheme's fourth phase was used up during the Songkran
holiday.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2296642/hoteliers-seeking-2m-roomnights



SET Investnow, an investment educational unit of the Stock Exchange of Thailand
(SET), suggests investing in stocks with high dividend payouts of above 5% with low
beta values to hedge against volatility and inflation.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2296750/investors-told-to-seek-highdividends-to-beat-inflation



The Finance Ministry does not want to persist with high spending by state-owned
financial institutions as it wants to maintain fiscal discipline, according to finance
minister Arkhom Termpittayapaisith.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2296678/arkhom-keen-to-restrainstate-spending

Issues to be watched out for

 March 1-May 21, 2022 – The parliament is set to go into recess.
 March-April, 2022 – The 4th phase of the half-half co-payment subsidy scheme to
stimulate spending on goods are set to take effect.
 April, 2022 – The Finance Ministry is set to announce its new assessment for 2022
economic growth. It is likely to slash its 2022 economic growth forecast of 3.5-4.5% due
to these key risks to the economic growth.
 May, 2022 – Ordinary parliamentary sessions resume.
 May 1, 2022 – The Oil Fuel Fund Administration’s subsidy on the diesel price is set to go
off.
 May 5, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price Index
(CPI) data for the month of April 2022.
 May 17, 2022 – The National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC) is set
to announce its forecast for 1st quarter GDP growth.
 May 22, 2022 – The new parliamentary session is set to begin.
 May 22, 2022 – Tentative date for Bangkok governor and Pattaya Mayor City elections
 May 31–June 2, 2022 – The budget bill for the 2022 fiscal year is scheduled to be debated
in the House of Representatives.
 June 6, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price Index
(CPI) data for the month of May 2022.
 June 16, 2022 – The D-Day for the government’s selling of lottery tickets at 80 baht
apiece via the Pao Tang App.
 July, 2022 – The wage committee is set to meet to calculate the new minimum wage rate.
 June 8, 2022 – The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) makes the decision on the policy
rate.
 July 5, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price Index
(CPI) data for the month of June 2022.

 August 5, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price
Index (CPI) data for the month of July 2022.
 August 10, 2022 – The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) makes the decision on the
policy rate.
 August 24, 2022 – The last day as per the current constitution for Prayut to be the Prime
Minister under the 2016 constitution Article 158 which forbids a person to be in Prime
Minister’s position for more than 8-years continuously or with breaks.
 September 5, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price
Index (CPI) data for the month of August 2022.
 September 28, 2022- The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) makes the decision on the
policy rate.
 October 5, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price
Index (CPI) data for the month of August 2022.
 November, 2022 – The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit is to be held.
 November 5, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price
Index (CPI) data for the month of October 2022.
 November 30, 2022 – The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) makes the decision on the
policy rate.
 December 6, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price
Index (CPI) data for the month of November 2022.
 January, 2023 – The hike in the daily minimum wage is set to become official.

Key Data

SET Index

1,668.06

Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html

Global Commodities

-6.28

Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/
Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/
Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND
Global Equity Market’s Movements
Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/
Asian Equity Markets Movement
Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/

Information on April 18, 2022
Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management
Stock Code

A5
CHAYO

Volume

Value

20,000,000
4,000

Action

3 Sale
12.6 Sale

4,000
CHAYO

12.6 Sale
Revoked by
Reporter

FN
SSP
TSTE
TSTE

TFM

659,500
30,000
9,000
25,500

2,000

3.13
11.3
7.19
7.28

Sale
Purchase
Sale
Purchase

11.22 Purchase

Revoked by
Reporter

2,000
TFM

11.22 Purchase
Revoked by
Reporter

2,000
TFM

11.22 Purchase
Revoked by
Reporter

2,000
TFM

11.22 Purchase
Revoked by
Reporter

2,000
TFM

11.22 Purchase
Revoked by
Reporter

TFM

2,000

11.22 Purchase

Revoked by
Reporter
TFM
VIBHA
WPH

2,000
2,000,000
1,300,000

11.22 Purchase
2.74 Sale
3.89 Sale

XD, XE or XM or other notifications
For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on
https://www.set.or.th/set/xcalendar.do

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand

Daily as of 18 Apr 2022
Unit: M.Baht
Buy
Value
4,488.27

%
6.97

Sell
Value
5,007.22

Proprietary
Trading

5,536.18

8.59

Foreign Investors

29,652.30

Local Individuals

24,756.25

Investor Type
Local Institutions

%
7.77

Net
Value
-518.95

%
-

6,225.63

9.66

-689.45

-

46.02

29,816.92

46.28

-164.62

-

38.42

23,383.23

36.29

1,373.02

-

%
9.02

Net
Value
-10,748.80

%
-

Monthly Cumulative between 1 -18 Apr 2022
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type

Buy
Value
39,698.54

%
7.10

Sell
Value
50,447.34

Proprietary
Trading

49,646.80

8.88

50,678.86

9.06

-1,032.06

-

Foreign Investors

247,078.52

44.17

243,160.21

43.47

3,918.31

-

Local Individuals

222,909.14

39.85

215,046.59

38.45

7,862.55

-

Local Institutions

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan -18 Apr 2022
Unit: M.Baht

Investor Type

Buy
Value
425,680.64

Proprietary
Trading

535,544.25

Foreign Investors

2,813,787.49 46.16

2,699,004.89 44.27

114,782.60 -

Local Individuals

2,321,175.23 38.08

2,343,063.04 38.43

-21,887.80

Local Institutions

Total Trading Value

64,433.01

%
6.98

Sell
Value
518,595.50

8.78

535,524.18

%
8.51

Net
Value
-92,914.86

%
-

8.78

20.07

-

-

Million Baht

Background Information –
The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the
Election Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019


https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24



List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf
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