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Thai Enquirer News Summary

Political News
•

The countdown to the Constitutional Court’s meeting tomorrow has officially begun after
the opposition’s petition the court to determine whether 2014 coup leader and current Prime
Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha’s premiership term would end after midnight on August
23 or not.
❖ House Speaker Chuan Leekpai on Monday forwarded the opposition’s complaint
to the Constitutional Court. The opposition demanded the court order Prayut to
temporarily cease working as a prime minister pending the final ruling. This is the
case that would be decided by the Constitutional Court tomorrow as the judges meet
every Wednesday for discussions on various issues.
❖ Meanwhile, the Election Commission on Monday decided not to forward Srisuwan
Janya’s petition regarding Prayut’s 8-year premiership term to the Constitutional
Court, reasoning that it was to prevent the submission of the same complaint that
was forwarded by the parliament.

•

Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam revealed that if the Constitutional Court
accepted the complaint about Prayut's premiership term, it would have two options either
stopping him from working or not stopping him.

❖ If the court ends up choosing the first option, Deputy Prime Minister Gen Prawit
Wongsuwan would then take Prayut’s place and serve as an acting prime minister
pending the final ruling. This would not affect the cabinet, Wissanu confirmed.
❖ Furthermore, Prayut could still act as Prawit's subordinate because after all, he was
still the Minister of Defense. And if the court did order Prayut to step down, Prayut
could still act as an acting prime minister until the new prime minister was selected.
•

Meanwhile many anti-govt groups will hit the street today starting with the Thalufah group,
which would march from the Victory Monument at 14:00 hrs. to the Government House at
17:00 hrs.
❖ The 14 Warlord group will join Thalufah at the Victory Monument and march
together to the Government House at 17:00 hrs.
❖ The Labor Network for Peoples Right will gather at the Government House to call
for Prayut’s resignation and a raise in daily wage to 425 Baht at 09:30 hrs.
❖ The Rom Ruam Prachachon group will also hold a massive protest at the
Democracy Monument at 5 pm and again on August 24 at the Nang Loeng
intersection at 14:00 hrs.
❖ Lastly, the Ratsadon Daeng Patiwut will gather at the Ratchaprasong intersection
on August 24 at 14:00 hrs.
❖ As of yesterday, 355 democracy supporters and political activists issued an
announcement to request PM Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha to resign before his term
ended on August 24, or else a new political crisis may erupt.

•

Roads around the Government House has been blockaded in preparations for the planned
protests and motorists have been asked to avoid those areas.
❖ The RED areas are to be avoided

•

Students and human rights lawyers filed a civil lawsuit against 2014 coup leader and
current Prime Minister Gen Prayut, and Gen Chalermol Srisawat, asking the Court to
revoke orders regarding the public gathering they saw illegitimate.
❖ On 22 August, student leaders from 6 universities, facilitated by a team of lawyers
from the Human Rights Lawyers Alliance went to Ratchadapisek Civil Court to sue
Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha and Chief of the Thai Defend Forces Gen
Chalermpol Srisawat for the repeal of recent regulations issued under the
Emergency Decree which increased the penalties for violating the restriction on
public gatherings during the State of Emergency.
❖ The Court, however, appointed a hearing on 23 August at 10.30 without making an
instant temporary injunction.

•

The military junta’s handpicked Senator Direkrit Jenkongtham, who was the former
secretary-general of the Office of the Administrative Court, said that PM Gen Prayut’s
premiership term had started once he was appointed in a royal order to become prime
minister on June 9, 2019, as stipulated in Article 158 of the 2022 Constitution.
❖ Regarding the protests to pressure Prayut to resign, Direkrit said that it was to no
avail, as it was up to the unwavering Constitutional Court to decide. If the court
ruled that Prayut’s term ended on August 24, 2022, he would automatically have to
step down.
❖ However, if the court allowed Prayut to continue to stay in power, his remaining
term would not last long, as it would end soon in 2023. By then, every citizen would
get to decide in the election whether Prayut would get to become a prime minister
until 2027 or not, the senator stated.

•

TOP News, a far right wing news outlet that is pro-military, has come out to do its own
survey and has asked its viewers to send SMS to vote whether Gen. Prayut should remain
in power or not.
❖ The results indicate that 99% want him to stay a sharp contrast to the survey
undertaken by 8 universities and 8 leading media houses in which the results
showed that 93.17% of the more than 374,000 voters did not want Prayut to
continue in the position.

•

The Office of the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) on Monday published
the list of properties and liabilities of Pareena Kraikupt, a former MP of the Palang
Pracharath Party who was banned from running for political office for life by the Supreme
Court on March 25, 2021.
❖ According to the list, Pareena had 119.66 million Baht in total assets and 28.42 in
liabilities. Her yearly income was 1.46 million Baht, which she earned from her old
position as an MP for 1.36 million and raising cattle for 100,000 Baht. Pareena also
had personal yearly expenses of 1.2 million Baht.
❖ The list, however, did not include her poultry farm and controversial pieces of land
that she was accused of illegally owning once she became an MP in 2019
❖ Pareena was unseated from her MP position after the Supreme Court ruled that she
had violated the code of ethics by encroaching on state land, which got her banned
from running for any political position for life.

___________________________________________________________________________

Economic News
•

Finance Minister Arkhom Termpittayapaisith on Monday instructed the Securities and
Exchange Commission to closely monitor cryptocurrency mining firms for stock
manipulation.
❖ Arkhom spoke after the Economic Crime Suppression Division launched an
investigation into suspected stock manipulation by 10 cryptocurrency firms listed
on the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET). The investigation comes amid a crypto
selloff that has left investors with large losses and sent many firms crashing.
❖ He said he had not received a report from the SEC about the 10 crypto mining
firms. “Police can seek cooperation from the SEC on this and I believe it will not
cause a wider impact because the SEC has been strictly enforcing its policy to
supervise listed firms,” Arkhom said.
❖ On Sunday, Economic Crime Suppression Division Pol Maj Gen Puttidej
Boonkraprue said his division was investigating at least 10 listed crypto mining
firms for alleged share manipulation.

•

Energy Minister Supattanapong Punmeechaow who also chaired the Energy Policy
Administration Committee revealed that the committee had approved the supportive
measures to aid those affected by the new fuel tariff rate, which was divided into two
groups:
❖ People who use electricity less than 300 units per month would receive a subsidy
of 92.04 satangs per unit for 4 months from September to December.
❖ People who use electricity between 301-500 units per month will get a subsidy of
15-75%.
The expected budget for this project was around 8 billion Baht, according to the
energy minister.
Sources said that the subsidy of 15-75% could be categorized as follows,
➢ 919,163 people who use electricity between 301-350 units per month will
get a 75% discount on the fuel tariff charge or around 51.50 satangs per unit.
➢ 741,199 people who use between 351-400 units per month will get a 75%
discount or around 30.90 satangs per unit.
➢ 1.06 million people who use between 401-500 units per month will get a
15% discount or 10.30 satangs per unit.

•

Danucha Pichayanan, chairman of the committee to inspect the spending of the 500-billionBaht Emergency Decree, revealed that the committee would propose to the cabinet to
approve the use of 30 billion Baht from the emergency decree to cover medical expenses
for Covid-19 patients.
❖ The 30 billion Baht would be divided into two parts:
➢ 18 billion Baht, which would be proposed to the cabinet first,
➢ 10 billion Baht which would be proposed soon after.

•

Airports of Thailand president Nitinai Sirismatthakarn expected that AOT would make an
all-time high profit in 2023, which would be one time higher than an all-time high of 26
billion Baht in 2019 but there is a big ‘IF’ which is ‘if China eventually decided to lower
its traveling restrictions’.

•

This week the Ministry of Commerce may allow the raising of the price of instant noodles
by up to 1.00 Baht/packet.

❖ The raising of the price would not be a blanket raising and that different companies
may get approval for raising their price at different levels.
❖ They will have to also lower the prices when the price of their production comes
down.

General News
•

Residents near the river areas have been warned that between 7-10 September would be
very crucial time for flooding as the high tides coupled with flow of water from the north
could possibly cause flooding.

•

The Saturday incident at BTS Surasak incident has now 36 people injured and those injured
are complaining about how BTS has not come to their help.
❖ Bangkok Governor Chadchart Sittipunt, has come out to say that the Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration (BMA) may look at ways to sort out such issues and
figure out who was at fault.

COVID-19 News

Infection data for today are as follows

Total New PCR Infections

=

1,488

Total New Death

=

26

Total New Recovery

=

2,394

Total infections so far since outbreak =

4,637,199

Total deaths so far since outbreak

=

32,081

Total in Intensive Care Unit (ICU)

=

839

Total number on life support (ventilator)

427

The government’s data on ‘Positive testing’ numbers as a percentage of the tests it undertakes
stands at 7.05%.

Details of data for each day can be found @ https://ddc.moph.go.th/covid19-dashboard/ (All
information is in Thai language)

Political News Headlines in Thai Media
•

The 2023 fiscal year budget bill is expected to pass its 3rd reading on August 23, ahead
of the bill’s expiration date on August 29, the House Speaker said.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/43161/chuan-says-thailands-fy-2023-budgetlikely-to-pass-ahead-of-august-29-deadline/

•

More than 90% of people who participated in the “People’s Voice” digital poll do not
think that General Prayut Chan-o-cha should stay as premier after his 8-year term limit.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/43142/online-poll-shows-that-more-than-90-ofthe-participants-do-not-want-prayut-to-stay-in-power-for-more-than-8-year/

•

The opposition’s petition, seeking a ruling on the tenure of Prime Minister Prayut Chano-cha, was on Monday submitted to the Constitutional Court.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/politics/40019211

•

Bangkok motorists have been advised to avoid roads around Government House,
Democracy Monument and the Lan Khon Mueang Town Square in Phra Nakhon district
on Tuesday and Wednesday.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/national/40019210

•

The Centre for Covid-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) will closely evaluate the
situation before deciding to lift the emergency decree, government spokesman Anucha
Burapachaisri said on Monday.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/national/40019209

•

The Election Commission has thrown out a petition seeking a court ruling on the tenure
of Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha, angering critics.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2374296/election-commissiondumps-petition-on-prayuts-term-of-office-drawing-ire

•

The prime minister will meet with military top brass to discuss the upcoming annual
reshuffle, which will see new chiefs of the navy and air force appointed.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2374506/pm-to-meet-topbrass-over-reshuffle

_____________________________________________________________________________
Economic News Headlines in Thai Media
•

Advanced Info Service Plc. (ADVANC), Thai telecom giant, is preparing to take legal
action against disinformation after multiple reports surfaced that they have been
pressuring the National Broadcasting and Telecommunication Commission (NBTC)
behind the scenes.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/43171/advanc-readies-to-take-legal-actionagainst-disinformation-about-reports-of-pressure-on-nbtc/

•

Siam Cement Plc (SCC), the country’s largest industrial conglomerate, which has interest
in businesses ranging from Cement, Petrochemicals, Paper and building materials, has
come out to announce that it was forming a joint venture with AJ Plast Plc (AJ), for
biaxially oriented polyethylene terephthalate film (BOPET) in Vietnam.

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/43166/siam-cement-announces-2nd-jv-with-ajplast-in-vietnam-to-produce-bopet-for-packaging/
•

Minor International (MINT), a Thai multinational company which is a leading
international operator of major hospitality and food businesses, said that it was starting to
see recovery in its business and thus announced plans for a capital expenditure plan of 6.4
billion Baht in 2022 and upwards of 10 billion Baht in 2023.
o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/43131/mint-sees-recovery-in-hotel-businesssets-eye-on-capex-as-tourism-revives/

•

The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) has allocated a budget of 5 million baht to
subsidise tour bus operators, according to the private sector.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/national/40019215

•

Phra Khanong officials on Monday launched a probe after a row of shophouses on
Sukhumvit Road at the entrance of Soi Sukhumvit 101/1 were seen to be leaning at an
alarming angle.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/national/40019206

•

Charoen Pokphan Group (CP Group) has advised Thai businesses to prepare for China to
reopen in the latter part of this year.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/econ/40019219

•

Finance Minister Arkhom Termpittayapaisith has instructed state firms to speed up
investments to shore up the country’s economy and told 17 loss-making state enterprises
to find measures to improve their financial situations.
o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/econ/40019204

•

Landlords in the hotel sector have raised concerns about the government's policy to
confiscate vacant land which has not been utilised for 10 years.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2374446/landlords-jittery-overseizure-risk

•

The Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) is calling on the government to extend its
electricity subsidy measures for the public to also cover manufacturers, which are
struggling to deal with an increasing financial burden amid high energy prices.

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2374466/fti-calls-for-industrial-powersubsidies
•

SET-listed RS Plc is preparing to float the common stock of Chase Asia Plc (Chase), its
lending and debt collection business, on the Thai stock market and offer these newly
issued shares to the public through an initial public offering (IPO) in the fourth quarter of
this year.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2374476/chase-to-be-listed-on-thaibourse-in-q4

•

PTT Oil Business and Retail (OR) has acquired a 25% share in Dusit Foods, a subsidiary
of Dusit Thani Plc, to further develop lifestyle-related businesses under its inclusive
growth policy.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2374591/or-acquires-25-stake-in-dusitfoods

•

The Energy Policy Administration Committee (Epac) has resolved to extend subsidy
programmes to relieve the impact of high cooking gas prices and electricity bills on
households until the end of this year.
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2374526/epac-to-extend-assistanceschemes-through-year-end

______________________________________________________________________________
Issues to be watched out for
➢ August 24, 2022 – Gen. Prayut Chan-o-cha's 8th anniversary as a Prime Minister.
➢ August 24-26, 2022 – The House of Representatives discusses the 2nd reading and 3rd
reading of the 2023 annual budget bill.
➢ August 29-30, 2022 – The Senate discusses the 2023 annual budget bill
➢ September 5, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price
Index (CPI) data for the month of August 2022.
➢ September 18, 2022 – Prorogation of a 1/2022 session.

➢ September 28, 2022- The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) makes the decision on the
policy rate.
➢ October 5, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price
Index (CPI) data for the month of August 2022.
➢ November 1, 2022 – Opening of a 2/2022 session.
➢ November 5, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price
Index (CPI) data for the month of October 2022.
➢ November 18-19, 2022 – APEC Thailand 2022
➢ November 30, 2022 – The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) makes the decision on the
policy rate.
➢ December 6, 2022 – Trade Policy and Strategy Office makes its monthly Consumer Price
Index (CPI) data for the month of November 2022.
➢ January, 2023 – The hike in the daily minimum wage is set to become official.
➢ February 28, 2023 – Prorogation of a 2/2022 session.
➢ March 24, 2022 – The current House of Representatives' expiration of the time of office,
the Constitution particularizes the new election of the House of Representatives within 45
days.

Key Data

SET Index

1,615.82

Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html

Global Commodities
Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/
Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/

-10.10

Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND
Global Equity Market’s Movements
Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/
Asian Equity Markets Movement
Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/

Information on August 22 , 2022
Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management
Stock Code

AMR
BANPU
BANPU
BANPU
BANPU
BANPU
BANPU
BANPU
BANPU
BCPG
BIS
BIS
CAZ
EKH
LEO
MINT
NCAP
NCAP
ECURE
PG
PPM
PRINC

Volume

5,000
246,280
246,200
80
200
120
31
769
769
11,071
30,000
20,000
100,000
20,000
100,000
404,200
630,000
90,000
10,000
4,000
2,000
50,600

Value

4.38
13.9
7.55
7.4
13.9
4.13
13.82
7.75
4.13
2.48
9.12
9.6
5.6
7.55
1.64
33.5
4.54
4.56
19.5
7.25
2.46
7.5

Action

Purchase
Sale
Purchase
Sale
Purchase
Purchase
Sale
Purchase
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Purchase
Purchase
Sale

20,000,000
PROEN

2.51 Sale
Revoked by
Reporter

PROEN
PSG
SAAM
SAAM
SAAM
SMIT
STP
SAPPE
SA
SISB
SMT
TMILL
TCMC
TEAMG
TGE
TGE
TNDT
TNDT
TRU
AUCT
AUCT
AUCT

50,000
1,000,000
320,000
320,000
10,374,330
40,000
20,000
20,000
50,000
10,000
13,000
61,000
149,500
103,000
5,000,000
7,000,000
100,000
100,000
75,000
28,000
40,000
44,000

3.16
1.23
0.49
0.43
0.45
4.69
14.6
38.75
8.95
14.5
4.96
3.86
1.76
5.65
1.91
1.94
0.64
0.7
6.47
8.95
9
9.2

Sale
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Sale
Purchase
Purchase
Sale
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Purchase
Purchase
Sale
Purchase
Purchase
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale
Sale

XD, XE or XM or other notifications
For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on
https://www.set.or.th/set/xcalendar.do

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand

Daily as of 22 August 2022
Unit: M.Baht
Buy

Sell

Net

Investor Type

Value

%

Value

%

Value

%

Local Institutions

3,455.02

6.05

7,026.86

12.31

-3,571.84

-

Proprietary
Trading

5,423.80

9.50

5,042.85

8.83

380.95

-

Foreign Investor

27,101.24

47.47

25,457.64

44.59

1,643.59

-

Local Individuals

21,109.98

36.98

19,562.68

34.27

1,547.30

-

Monthly Cumulative between 1-22 August 2022
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type

Buy

Sell

Net

Value

%

Value

%

Value

%

Local Institutions

89,379.52

8.80

100,522.24

9.90

-11,142.72

-

Proprietary
Trading

88,380.61

8.70

92,155.37

9.07

-3,774.76

-

Foreign Investors

495,024.74

48.74

450,616.99

44.37

44,407.74

-

Local Individuals

342,760.03

33.75

372,250.30

36.66

-29,490.26

-

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan -22 August 2022
Unit: M.Baht
Investor Type

Buy

Sell

Net

Value

%

Value

%

Value

Local Institutions

875,409.74

7.53

985,364.81

8.48

109,955.07

Proprietary
Trading

999,892.69

8.60

1,002,644.76 8.62

-2,752.07

Foreign Investors

5,555,132.99 47.79

5,393,374.46 46.39

161,758.54 -

Local Individuals

4,194,521.82 36.08

4,243,573.22 36.50

-49,051.40

Total Trading Value 57,090.04

Background Information –

Million Baht

%

-

-

The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the Election
Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019
•

https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24

•

List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf
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