
 

 

 

 

January 24, 2023 

Thai Enquirer News Summary 

 

Political New 

• Today the Cabinet meeting which is among the last ones to be held by 2014 coup leader - 

is seeking approvals for various projects but what is interesting is that up to 14 out 27 points 

to be discussed includes creating new debts that will likely be used and paid over years to 

come. 

 

❖ Each of these 14 projects cost more than 1 billion Baht (therefore it needs the 

Cabinet approval). 

 

The projects are the likes of 

 

➢ Approvals such as buying aircraft for VVIP services. 

 

➢ The Navy has requested the formation of a ‘National Security Council’ 

(NSC) for covering the waterways of Thailand similar to the NSC that has 

the responsibility for the security intelligence on the ground.   

 

✓ The Navy wants more than 1 billion Baht for buying radars to cover 

the intelligence in the waters and the new body says that they can’t 

use the ones the Navy has without citing any reason. 



 

 

 

• The three Ps – Prayut, Prawit Wongsuwan, deputy prime minister, and Anupong 

Paochinda, Minister of Interior – appeared together at a National Security Council meeting 

yesterday, following a possible fake sick leave taken by Prawit to go on a campaign visit 

to Ratchaburi on January 17.  

 

❖ Prawit’s visit was viewed as an effort to outrun Prayut who was also about to go 

to Ratchaburi.  

 

❖ After the meeting, Prayut came down to the podium to give a brief press statement, 

laying out documents and saying in a loud voice, ‘Good morning, everything in 

the National Security Council meeting went according to the press release 

statement.’  

 

➢ He then immediately walked out of the podium, got into his car, and left, 

avoiding answering any questions from the journalists.  

 

❖ Meanwhile the infamous ultra-expensive watch borrowing from dead friends – 

Prawit, told the press that he did not mean to try to beat Prayut in his recent visit 

to Yaowarat Road, saying he usually went there to make offerings.  

 

❖ A source reported that the 3 Ps had a 5-minute private meeting before the National 

Security Council meeting.  

               

• Prime minister Prayut Chan-o-cha is scheduled for a trip to Nakhon Sawan and Phichit 

provinces on January 30 to monitor a water management project and attend an event with 

local farmers.  

 

❖ It is important to note that Gen Prayut might use this opportunity to campaign for 

his Ruam Thai Saang Chart Party and debut three new members in Phichit who will 

soon leave the Palang Pracharath Party.   

 



 

 

❖ Before this trip, Gen Prayut will travel to Nakhon Nayok and Chumphon provinces 

on January 27 and 28 to participate in a military event and a rally.  

 

• Gen Prawit will introduce to the public his 30 Bangkok MP candidates for his Palang 

Pracharath Party (PPRP) today. 

 

❖ An informed source stated that former Bangkok governor candidate Sakoltee 

Phattiyakul will soon rejoin the PPRP to oversee the Bangkok MP candidates’ team 

and run for a party-list seat in the next poll. 

 
 

• The move by Sakoltee to PPRP while his other comrades of the whistle blowing close 

friends under the People’s Democratic Reform Council (PRDC) Bangkok shutdown, have 

all split with some heading to Bhumjai Thai, while others joining Prayut’s Ruam Thai 

Saang Chart party (RTSC). 

 

 
 



 

 

• Sawaeng Boonmee, secretary-general for the Election Commission (EC), has sent letters 

to leaders of each political party, urging them to prepare to submit MP candidate names, 

who will run in the upcoming general election, to the EC. 

 

❖ The term of the incumbent House of Representatives will end on March 23, 2023, 

and the election must be held within 45 days after the term ends or 45 but not more 

than 60 days in case of a house dissolution.  

 

❖ Meanwhile, the EC will today propose to the Cabinet to allocate a budget from the 

central budget and the emergency budget in preparation for the hosting of an 

election. 

   
 

• Leading members of the Democrat Party, such as Juti Krairerk, former secretary-general, 

Chaiwut Bannawat, former deputy party leader, and Siriwan Prasjaksattru, are set to defect 

from the party to join the RTSC with Gen Prayut. 

 

❖ Additionally, another group from other parties is also eying to move to the RTSC. 

These individuals are initially Preecha Rengsomboonsuk, former Loei MP for the 

Pheu Thai Party, Boonjong Wongtrairat, former deputy leader of the Bhumjai Thai 

Party, Pranom Phokum, former Nakhon Ratchasima MP for the PPRP Party, and 

Eakapap Polsue, who will nominate his wife to run for a constituency for the RTSC. 



 

 

 
 

• Saang Anakhot Thai’s key person – Sontirat Sontijirawong, has come out to say that the 

future of the party would be decided in the next 2 weeks. 

 

❖ There have been talks of possible merger with Thai Saang Thai party of Sudarat 

Keyuraphan, but so far they have only announced that they have an ‘alliance’ not a 

merger. 

 

• Yesterday’s Parliamentary meeting saw an interesting offer from the handpicked 250 

members of the senate. 

 

❖ The senate asked the government to pay up to 500 Baht per person who go to cast 

their votes for ‘traveling’ expenses. This would use up to 20 billion Baht. 

 

(The handpicked Senate does not think that this would be a ‘vote buying’ right in-

front of the ballot boxes and in favor of the government). 

 

• Today self-exiled Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra is set to hold his bi-weekly talk on 

Clubhouse. The topic is an open one whereby Thaksin would answer all questions raised 

to him 

 



 

 

 

• 2014 coup leader has become (trying to become) more of a politician but the problem is 

that it is not easy for him to show that he can be a true politician. 

 

❖ As they say a picture says a thousand words, so you as the reader can decide if 

Prayut has truly become one or not. 

 

     
 

• In preparation for the elections, a sitting minister has handed his resignation yesterday. 

 

❖ Veerasak Wangsuppakitkoson, the deputy Minister of Transport, handed his 

resignation citing health reasons but the realities are different as his kids are 

reportedly moving to Pheu Thai party. 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

 

Economic News 

 

• The Cabinet will consider budget requests worth 1 billion Baht from 17 government 

agencies today. It is expected that the Cabinet will approve these requests to pack up before 

its term ends.  

 

❖ Some of the agencies comprise the Interior Ministry, the Public Health Ministry, 

the Agriculture and Cooperatives Ministry, the Justice Ministry, the Office of the 

Supreme Court, and the Office of Prime Minister.  

 

❖ An interesting request comes from the Office of Prime Minister, which asks for the 

procurement of a private jet to transport important figures. 

 

❖ Recently, the Cabinet approved a budget for 2024 expenditures of 3.35 trillion Baht, 

an increase of 165 billion Baht.  

 

• The National Economic and Social Development Board (NESDB) has released figures on 

the value and expansion of non-performing loans (NPLs) using data from the National 

Credit Bureau as of Q2 2022. 

 

❖ The total NPLs amounted to 1.11 trillion Baht, with 4.3 million accounts, 

representing a proportion of 44.4% of all NPL accounts and a value of up to 400 

billion Baht.  

 

❖ The number of accounts increased by 59.1% from the previous quarter and the 

value of NPLs increased by 79.5%.   

 

❖ The group of debtors with the most increased debt is the group with ages ranging 

from 41 years and above, up to the group aged 60 and above, or those who are 

already retired and unable to pay their debts. This group has seen a significant 

increase when compared to the previous quarter. 

 

❖ Danucha Pitchayanan, secretary-general of the NESDB, stated that this data should 

be put into account when considering a measure to help the public. Even though 

the COVID-19 pandemic has improved, the impact on debtors over the past 2 years 

still continues to this day and has greatly affected the elderly, who have seen a 

significant decrease in income. 

 



 

 

 
 

• The National Energy Policy Council decided on January 18 to approve a measure to 

provide assistance in reducing the fuel tariff rate, currently charged at 93.43 satang per 

unit, for the months of January-April 2023, for low-income households who use less than 

300 units per month, accounting for about 19.66 million people. 

 

❖ From this move, there will be an increase of 25 satang per unit in the electricity rate 

for the group who use 151-300 units per month. This group will have to pay 

approximately 4 Baht per unit, instead of 3.70 Baht per unit.  

 

❖ Moreover, the discounts of 15-75% on electricity bills that were previously 

provided to assist the group who use 301-500 units per month have been canceled.  

 

❖ This will result in an increase in electricity bills for the group who use 151-500 

units per month, even if the amount of electricity used remains the same. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

• Today at the Cabinet meeting the ‘Travel Together’ phase 5 is set to be approved that would 

be open for up to 560,000 people having the right to apply, starts on Valentine's Day – 

February 14th.  

 

❖ 40% discount on rooms for up to 3,000 Baht 

 

❖ E-Voucher for up to 600 Baht 

 

 
 

• The commercial banks group reported a net profit in Q4 2022 of 41.05 billion Baht, a 

decrease of 3.2% YoY. However, the banks were still able to scope a full-year net profit of 

200.66 billion Baht or an increase of 9.7%.  

 

❖ Among the group, several securities companies highlighted Krungthai Bank (KTB) 

as a standout stock (Top Pick) in the commercial bank group, recommending 

"buying" with a target price range of 18.80 Baht to 24 Baht per share, and an IAA 

consensus target price of 20.51 Baht. 

 

❖ As of January 23, the KTB stock price increased by 0.60 Baht and closed at 17.70 

Baht, with a change of +3.51%, and a trading value of 1.14 billion Baht. 

 

• The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) is set to meet tomorrow to discuss the rate hike 

and it is expected that rates would be raised by 0.25% or 25 Basis points amid rising global 

rates. This would bring the rates to 1.50% 

 

 
 



 

 

• Today PTT and Bangchak Petroleum along with other service stations have increased the 

pump prices by 0.30 Baht per liter for all types of gasoline and gasohol. The diesel price 

remains unchanged. 

 

❖ The price of retail oil has risen by nearly 2.60 Baht for Benzine and 2.90 Baht for 

E85 since the start of this year. 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

General News 

• The Pollution Control Department (PCD) reported today on the air quality situation in 

Bangkok and the surrounding metropolitan area.  

 

❖ The PCD found that the air quality is in the moderate to mildly harmful range, with 

PM2.5 levels exceeding standards in several areas.  

 

❖ According to IQAir, a website that ranks cities with the highest air pollution 

worldwide, Thailand is currently ranked 9th. 

  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

Political News Headlines in Thai Media 

 

• “What is an ideology?” This was a question that Dr. Trairong Suwankiri, a former deputy 

prime minister, rhetorically posed to the audience at the United Thai Nation Party event 

earlier this month where Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha was unveiled as the party’s 

standard-bearer. “An ideology,” he explained, “is the general direction a political party 

wants to take the nation to safeguard its future for the next generation.” 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/47565/the-united-thai-nation-partys-radical-

conservatism/ 

 

• A Senate panel on Monday proposed that the government pay each eligible voter a travel 

allowance of 500 baht as an incentive for them to exercise their right to vote. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/politics/40024276 

 

• Former red-shirt leaders on Monday called on national police chief Pol Gen Damrongsak 

Kittiprapas to speed up investigations into the deaths of red-shirt protesters during their 

2010 clashes with the military. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2489439/former-red-shirt-

bosses-want-death-probes-sped-up 

 

• A deputy prime minister has demanded punishment for police who provided a 

controversial VVIP escort for a Chinese tourist, saying it was against all rules. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2489359/anutin-wants-legal-

action-over-tourists-unofficial-police-escort 

 

• The graft probe against a former director-general of the Department of National Parks, 

Wildlife and Plant Conservation has concluded. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2489602/graft-probe-of-ex-

dnp-chief-now-complete 

 

• Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul has expressed confidence his party can 

win House seats in Bangkok in the upcoming general election. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2489597/anutin-upbeat-about-

city-chances 
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____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Economic News Headlines in Thai Media 

 

• The Chartpattanakla Party has proposed a tax restructuring under which people earning 

40,000 baht or less a month as a salary or for freelance work would enjoy an income tax 

cut. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2489454/korns-party-pushes-

tax-cuts-for-lower-income-bracket 

 

• Construction of the Pink Line monorail electric railway is almost fully completed, a 

government spokeswoman said on Monday. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/general/40024265 

 

• Geopolitical tensions are challenges global businesses have to learn to deal with, experts 

and representatives from the public and private sectors said on Monday. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/economy/40024279 

 

• Commerce Minister Jurin Laksanawisit will be in Brussels on Wednesday and Thursday 

to push for negotiations on a free trade agreement (FTA) with the European Union. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/economy/40024275 

 

• Thousands of people took part in a fair for debtors to enter the restructuring programme 

in Chonburi province this month, making the event a success, a spokesman for the 

Finance Ministry said on Monday. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/economy/40024271 

 

• Grab Thailand will participate in the "Shop Dee Mee Kuen 2023 (shop and payback)" 

scheme via GrabMart in the first quarter, joining forces with leading retailers to help 

stimulate the economy. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/corporate/40024280 
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• SET-listed renewable power generation firm Super Energy Corporation has started 

operating a hybrid on-ground solar farm in the eastern province of Sa Kaeo, which 

promises an estimated internal rate of return of 13-15%. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2489480/sa-kaeo-solar-farm-launched 

 

• An activist lodged a complaint with the Central Investigation Bureau to probe if there are 

any links between the Primaya Ponzi scheme and the Forex-3D scam. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2489702/primaya-forex-3d-

link-claim 

 

• Five international travellers who arrived in the kingdom in the past two weeks tested 

positive for Covid-19, while 300-400 departing travellers, including Thais, were infected 

with the virus. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2489632/airport-testing-shows-

covid-numbers-on-arrival-very-low 

 

• The Finance Ministry will test in a sandbox the use of utility bill data by small and 

medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to support their applications for new loans from state-

owned financial institutions, said Chuenchob Kongudom, vice-minister to the Prime 

Minister. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2489667/ministry-to-pilot-utility-bill-

data-sandbox 

 

• SET-listed Krungthai Card (KTC), a non-bank business under Krungthai Bank (KTB), 

posted net profit growth of 20% in 2022, thanks to Thailand's economic rebound and 

improving tourism after the country's reopening. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2489737/ktc-records-20-net-profit-

growth-in-2022 

 

• SET-listed digital solutions provider Turnkey Communication Services (TKC) has set a 

target of 15% annual revenue growth over the next five years, driven by an increase in 

digital adoption by enterprises in order to survive amid the economic slowdown. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2489747/tkc-sets-out-revenue-plan-

amid-slowdown 
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• Thailand is one of the key beneficiaries of China's early border reopening and an 

expected Chinese tourism rebound. With the strong tourism momentum, we now expect 

25 million foreign tourists this year, compared to 19.2 million in a previous forecast. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2489977/thailand-economic-outlook-

brightens 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Issues to be watched out for 

• January 2023 – The hike in the daily minimum wage is set to become official. 

 

• January 31st, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data 

 

• February 15-16  - The possible date for the general debate without voting 

against the government of Prayut Chan-o-cha by the opposition. 

 

• February 20, 2023 – The National Economic & Social Development Council (NESDC) set 

to announce the Q4 2022 and Fiscal Year 2022 GDP data 

 

❖ https://www.nesdc.go.th/download/forthcoming.pdf 

 

• February 28, 2023 – Prorogation of a 2/2022 session.  

 

• February 28, 2023 – Possible date for the dissolution of the parliament by 2014 coup leader 

Prayut Chan-o-cha to hold elections. 

 

• March 24, 2022 – The current House of Representatives' expiration of the time of office, 

the Constitution particularizes the new election of the House of Representatives within 45 

days. 

 

• April 28th, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data 

 

• April 29th 2023 – The possible date for elections if parliament is dissolved by February 

28th 2023 (by law elections has to be held within 60-days after house dissolution). 

 

• May 7th, 2023 - Election Commission says elections must be held by this date if the 

government completed its term (which falls on March 23, 2023) 

https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2489977/thailand-economic-outlook-brightens
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• July 31st, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data  

 

• October 31st, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data  

 

                                                                       Key Data 

  

SET Index                 1,684.04     +6.79 

 

Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html 
 
 

Global Commodities   

 

Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/   

 

Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/    

 

Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND  

  

   

Global Equity Market’s Movements  

 

Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/  

 

Asian Equity Markets Movement  

 
Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/   

 

 

 

                                  Information on January 23 ,2023 

 

           Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management 

 

Stock Code Volume Value Action  

    
     
BAREIT 25,000 10.8 Sale 

BAREIT 25,000 10.9 Sale 

BAREIT 10,000 11.1 Sale 

BCP 50,000 36.75 Sale 

https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html
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BDMS 2,767,800 30 Purchase 

BE8 3,000 61.75 Sale 

BE8 2,000 62.25 Sale 

BGC 4,000 9.95 Purchase 

CCET 200,000 2.36 Purchase 

CHAYO 1,000,000 1.64 Sale 

CHAYO 40,000 9.75 Purchase 

DIMET 300,000 0.48 Sale 

XO 500,000 - Transfer 

XO 500,000 - Transfer 

XO 500,000 - Acceptance of Transfer 

XO 500,000 - Acceptance of Transfer 

XO 500,000 - Acceptance of Transfer 

XO 500,000 - Acceptance of Transfer 

FPI 200,000 3.1 Purchase 

FPI 100,000 3.02 Purchase 

HTC 92,800 29.5 Sale 

ITEL 3,900,000 3.84 Purchase 

PG 43,700 7.87 Purchase 

PRAKIT 100 12.5 Purchase 

SAF 1,400,000 3.85 Sale 

SAF 900,000 1.93 Purchase 

SAF 900,000 3.9 Sale 

SAF 100,000 3.1 Purchase 

SAF 1,425,000 3.14 Sale 

SAF 11,000 4.6 Purchase 

SAF 900,000 4.8 Sale 

SMIT 42,000 4.96 Sale 

SMIT 50,000 4.98 Sale 

SMIT 10,300 5 Sale 

SMIT 49,700 4.98 Sale 

SALEE 300,000 1.21 Sale 

SICT 51,500 8.5 Sale 

STGT 25,000 10.88 Sale 

SITHAI 200,000 1.58 Purchase 

SM 100,000 2.3 Sale 

SM 10,000 2.3 Sale 

STI 6,844,000 5.6 Sale 

STI 4,824,000 5.6 Sale 

STI 20,049,000 5.6 Sale 

STI 17,306,500 5.6 Sale 

STI 23,336,500 5.6 Sale 

SVT 508,070 3.4 Sale 



 

 

SVT 96,800 3.4 Sale 

SVT 409,500 3.4 Sale 

SUSCO 100,000 4 Purchase 

TSTE 33,000 7.6 Purchase 

ONEE 200,000 8.1 Purchase 

TSR 20,000 4.48 Purchase 

TSR 20,000 4.48 Purchase 

TSR 20,000 4.46 Purchase 

TSR 10,000 4.44 Purchase 

TSR 10,000 4.46 Purchase 

TSR 50,000 4.44 Purchase 

TSR 50,000 4.44 Purchase 

TSR 50,000 4.46 Purchase 

TSR 50,000 4.44 Purchase 

TSR 6,000 1.83 Sale 

TSR 34,000 1.84 Sale 

TSR 10,000 1.81 Sale 

TSR 10,000 1.77 Sale 

TSR 19,900 1.81 Sale 

TSR 100,000 1.8 Sale 

TSR 100,000 1.81 Sale 

TISCO 2,000 102.5 Purchase 

VL 70,000,000 1.7 Sale 

KUN 260,000 2.36 Purchase 

KUN 100,000 2.36 Purchase 

KUN 31,300 2.36 Purchase 

KUN 260,000 2.36 Purchase 

KUN 31,300 2.36 Purchase 

KUN 100,000 2.36 Purchase 

    
 
XD, XE or XM or other notifications 

  
For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on  

https://www.set.or.th/set/xcalendar.do  

  

  

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand 

 
 

Daily as of  23 January 2023       
                                                                                                                                    Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

https://www.set.or.th/set/xcalendar.do


 

 

Local Institutions 5,572.27 10.62 6,657.31 12.68 -1,085.04 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

4,575.13 8.72 3,960.82 7.55 614.31 - 

Foreign Investor 22,818.26 43.48 22,346.46 42.58 471.80 - 

Local Individuals 19,517.46 37.19 19,518.53 37.19 -1.07 - 

Monthly Cumulative between  1-23 January 2023 
   

                                                                                                                                    Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 95,780.54 9.12 115,764.88 11.03 -19,984.35 - 

Proprietary Trading 78,370.29 7.46 73,798.27 7.03 4,572.02 - 

Foreign Investors 525,571.33 50.06 505,755.79 48.17 19,815.54 - 

Local Individuals 350,135.23 33.35 354,538.44 33.77 -4,403.21 - 

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan -23 January 2023 
   

                                                                                                                                    Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 95,780.54 9.12 115,764.88 11.03 -19,984.35 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

78,370.29 7.46 73,798.27 7.03 4,572.02 - 

Foreign Investors 525,571.33 50.06 505,755.79 48.17 19,815.54 - 

Local Individuals 350,135.23 33.35 354,538.44 33.77 -4,403.21 - 

 

Total Trading Value    52,486.84  Million Baht  

   

 

Background Information – 

   

The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the Election 

Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019 

 

• https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24 

https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24


 

 

 

• List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf  
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