
 

 

 

 

January 25, 2023 

Thai Enquirer News Summary 

 

Political New 

• Deputy prime minister Prawit Wongsuwan yesterday introduced to the public his Palang 

Pracharath Party MP candidates, including 43 candidates for provinces and 28 candidates 

for Bangkok, with the highlight being the re-joining of Sakoltee Phattiyakul, former 

Bangkok governor candidate, who would be overseeing the Bangkok electoral area. 

 

❖ Gen Prawit announced that he would field candidates in all 400 electoral districts. 

 

❖ Meanwhile, Wirat Rattanaset, party-list MP for the PPRP, declared that his party 

would hold the 1st major rally in the Pom Prap Sattru Phai district of Bangkok, 

which was met with applause from party members. 

 

➢ The place was considered an auspicious site because it meant defeating all 

opponents. Pom is also the nickname of the ultra-expensive watch borrower 

from dead friends – General Prawit. It would therefore mean that Pom is 

going to defeat all his enemies. 

 

❖ Wirat said that his party would emphasize the 700-Baht monthly welfare card, or 

“Pom 700”, which is a simple and clear slogan for the party leader Gen Prawit. He 



 

 

was confident that the welfare card project would play a big role in the PPRP’s 

victory in the next poll. 

 
 

• Additionally, apart from the debut of Sakoltee, another standout figure was the MP 

candidate for the Thaweewattana district, Nithi Boonyaratglin, the son of Gen Sonthi 

Boonyaratglin, former Army Commander who had undertaken the coup against Thaksin 

Shinawatra in 2006. 

 

 
 

❖ Meanwhile Nataphol Teepsuwan, former Minister of Education, came out to deny 

rumors that he was the driving force behind Sakoltee’s re-joining the PPRP, saying 

he had completely retired from politics since the moment his political status was 

eliminated by the court.   

 

➢ He stated that he was living happily with his family and would not return to 

politics.  

 

• The competition between 2014 coup leader Prayut Chan-o-cha and Prawit Wongsuwan to 

outdo each other in campaign visits is intensifying. 

 

❖ Yesterday, Gen Prayut gave an interview to the press, saying he would go on a trip 

to Suphan Buri province, which had been predetermined for quite some time, to 



 

 

check on the government project. His aide and leader of his Ruam Thai Saang Chart 

Party Pirapan Salirathavibhaga would accompany him.  

 

❖ Prayut added that his other visit to Chumphon province on January 28 would be to 

campaign for his party, not to observe the government project.  

 

❖ When asked how he felt about Gen Prawit also visiting Chumphon on the same 

day, he responded with frustration, stating that he had the freedom to go wherever 

he wanted and that reporting on such coincidental overlaps served no purpose. 

 

➢ “I am not restraining him with a rope. He is free to go wherever he wants, 

just like I am, even if our visits happen to overlap.” 

 

❖ Gen Prawit who was set to visit Chumphon a few hours before Prayut in the 

morning on January 28th insisted to the press that his visit was only to oversee the 

government water management project. 

 
 

• The opposition parties resolved to file a complaint with House president Chuan Leekpai 

against Saksayam Chidchob, Minister of Transport, for alleged nepotism after he granted 

a construction contract to a company in which he held nominee shares.  

 

❖ The opposition asked to deprive Saksayam of his MP position and the right to run 

for a political position in the election.  The complaint will be filed today. 

 

• The United Front of Thammasat and Demonstration held a 1.12-hour-stand-still 

demonstration at the entrance of Thammasat University's Tha Prachan campus to demand 



 

 

the release of Tantawan Tuatulanon and Orawan Phuphong, the political activists who are 

currently being detained and are hunger striking to protest for their demands.  

 

❖ Meanwhile, another anti-gov group Thalufah is also staging a protest, which has 

been going on for the 3rd day, in front of Bangkok Art and Culture Center.  

 

❖ Police in the area stated yesterday that the protest was unpermitted and illegal, so 

it must be stopped, but the protestors stood their ground and refused to comply.  

  
 

  
 

• Thaksin Shinawatra, former prime minister currently in self-exile, stated during his Care 

Clubhouse forum that the authorities should release all political detainees, including 

Tantawan and Orawan. 

 

❖ He said that the two were just kids who meant well for the country but had different 

ideologies. They should receive the right for bail, or at least to go to a hospital 

otherwise they might die due to the hunger strike. 

 

Thaksin during his more than 2-hours of talk said that 

 

❖ The going rate for a sitting Member of Parliament (MP) in what is horse trading is 

about 50 million Baht. 

 

❖ Today, Thailand’s underground economy is the biggest it has ever been in Thai 

history and that is the reason why there is so much buying of high government 

positions. 



 

 

 

❖ He has been told by his daughter – Paethongtarn, that Pheu Thai party was only 

accepting former members of the Bangkok Shutdown and whistle blowing 

protestors – People’s Democratic Reform Council (PDRC), who were not radical. 

 

➢ Such moves were only a small percentage of the possible MPs in Pheu 

Thai 

 

➢ That such move was needed to help in reconciliation of all sides as ‘they 

have their eyes now opened’. 

 

❖ The policies announced by Pheu Thai party that has made so many parties 

struggle to find a matching policy announced by Pheu Thai party (remember the 

600 Baht per day minimum wage by 2027?) was jus the appetizer and that the 

main course of policies would be announced after the parliament is dissolved. 

 

❖ His return to Thailand, he said that he was advised by his family not yet to return 

but that he would return for sure and that he would not seek special laws or help 

from any political party be it even Pheu Thai party. 

 

➢ “The decision would be my own and ING (Paethongtarn) would be the 

only person who would announce when I will come back to Thailand,”  

 

➢ “I am 74 this year and I have nothing to fear.” 

 

❖ The parliament dissolution by 2014 coup leader Prayut is not going to be by 

February as many expect. 

 

➢ The parliament dissolution would likely take place sometimes around the 

end of the term of this government (March 23, 2023 is the last day of this 

government). 

 

➢ The reason for the delay is that the party which Prayut is now aligned with 

– Ruam Thai Saang Chart party (RTSC), has not been able to establish a 

network of provincial offices that is required as per the 2016 constitution 

that General Prayut helped draft. 

 

❖ Talks about joining hands with Phalang Pracharath Party (PPRP) were premature 

and that any such formation of coalition would have to be with people of similar 

ideologies. 

 



 

 

 
 

• The Thai cabinet has approved a budget of 5.95 billion Baht for the Election Commission 

(EC) to hold this year’s General Election.  

 

❖ 5.104 million Baht is for the EC’s preparations and to hold the election across the 

country.  

 

❖ 840 million Baht is intended for other state agencies and state enterprises working 

to support the EC. These include expenses associated with voting by Thai nationals 

abroad, educational campaigns about the election by the Education Ministry and 

expenses for the Royal Thai Police to maintain peace and order during the election.  

 

❖ The four-year term of the House of Representatives is due to end on March 23rd . 

The election must then be held within 45 days. 

 

❖ The EC has said that elections have to be held no later than May 7th 2023. 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

Economic News 

 

• Kasikorn Research Centre (KResearch) predicted that today the Monetary Policy 

Committee (MPC) of the Bank of Thailand will increase the country's key policy rate by 

0.25 basis points to 1.50% in order to combat inflation. 

 

❖ KResearch also believed that after the revision in January, the MPC would impose 

another hike by 25 basis points to 1.75% within the 1st quarter of the year, and keep 

it at that level until the end of the year in order to keep inflation within the target 

range of 1-3% in 2023. 

 

❖ Meanwhile The Thai National Shippers' Council proposed the Bank of Thailand 

halt the rate hike, citing it would further burden the business sector because the hike 

would propel commercial banks to raise their loan interest rates.  

 

❖ The council urged the authorities to use other measures to maintain the value of the 

Thai Baht at 34-35 Baht per US dollar.  

 

• Several products have seen price hikes in January, such as Mitrphol sugar, which has 

increased its price of granulated sugar by 1 Baht per 1-kg bag, effective January 23.  

 

❖ Boon Rawd Brewery Company has also hiked its Leo beer’s prices in large and 

small bottles by 1 Baht per bottle, effective January 16.  

 

❖ Additionally, the price of Baygon mosquito spray has increased by over 10 Baht 

per can, as well as the price of bathroom cleaning spray, which has increased by 4 

Baht per bottle. 

 

❖ Lastly, almost all 5-Baht packaged snacks have increased their prices to 6 Baht, 

such as Oreo, while the Golden Mountain seasoning sauce will soon increase its 

price by an additional 4-5 Baht per bottle. 

                           

• Arkhom Termpittayapaisith, Minister of Finance, stated that the Cabinet had resolved to 

extend the 5-Baht-per-liter excise tax cut on diesel oil for another four months. 



 

 

 

❖ He added that his ministry actually wanted to increase the tax cut further by 1-2 

Baht to maintain the diesel price at 35 Baht per liter and was waiting for approval 

from the Oil Fuel Fund.  

 

• Chalermphol Pensoot, director of the Budget Bureau, revealed that the Cabinet on Tuesday 

had approved the debt obligation for large-scale projects each with a budget exceeding 1 

billion Baht in the 2024 fiscal year, totaling 360 billion Baht for 14 government agencies.  

 

❖ The debt obligation over the years will be limited to the principle of not exceeding 

20% of the 2024 fiscal year's expenditure budget, which is set at 3.35 trillion Baht. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

General News 

 

• The Ministry of Education has lifted its restrictions on how schools manage rules on 

hairstyles and will allow each to formulate their own policy, with student input if they wish. 

 

❖ Education Minister Trinuch Thienthong said yesterday that the decision followed 

widespread opposition from some academics, parents and students including the 

recent protests led by the "Bad Students" group of youngsters demanding freedom 

from hairstyle restrictions they labelled unfair and outdated.  

 

❖ She said the cancelled hairstyle regulations, last updated in 2020, allowed male 

students to have longer styles but still imposed limits on the length and prohibited 

some fashions such as perms and colouring. 

 

 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

Political News Headlines in Thai Media 

 

• Video: Why are Thai passports so bad when compared to regional competitors 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/47589/video-why-are-thai-passports-so-bad-

when-compared-to-regional-competitors/ 

 

• The Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) is investigating corruption allegations against Air 

Squadron Wing 7 in Surat Thani. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/general/40024292 

 

• Students in schools under the Ministry of Education will be allowed to wear short or long 

hair as they like under a new regulation intended to respond to an age-old debate, 

Education Minister Treenuch Thienthong said on Tuesday. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2490274/student-hairstyle-

rules-get-a-makeover 

 

• Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam has put the brakes on a Senate committee's 

proposal for 500-baht travel payouts for voters. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2490477/voter-handout-

unlawful 

 

• The Royal Thai Police (RTP) will file charges against three former Immigration Bureau 

(IB) division commanders alleged to have taken bribes in exchange for approving non-

immigrant visas for more than 3,000 Chinese nationals. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2490472/former-ib-chiefs-to-

face-bribery-charges 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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• Talks of combining frequencies of TRUE & DTAC may be a violation of the Radio 

Frequency Act unless NBTC grants permission. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/47591/true-dtac-merger-may-violate-the-radio-

frequency-act/ 

 

• For foreigners from the so-called ‘global north’ traveling to Thailand, for the most part, 

they can just come whenever they please without the need of a visa for stays ranging 

from 45 to 90 days. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/47579/thailands-dependence-on-tourism-means-

losing-passport-wars/ 

 

• The Cabinet on Tuesday approved a budget of 7.5 billion baht as subsidy for household 

use of electricity for four more months. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/general/40024309 

 

• Thailand exported 111,605 vehicles in December, the highest in 45 consecutive months, 

the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) said. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/economy/40024302 

 

• SCG Packaging (SCGP), Thailand's leading multinational consumer packaging solutions 

provider, is focusing on investing in high-potential segments, accelerating innovation, 

and providing total packaging solutions in the midst of an economic recovery. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/corporate/40024310 

 

• The "special" method used to hire a contractor for the nameplate and logo redesign of 

Bang Sue Grand Station was not appropriate, the probe into the issue has concluded. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2490532/probe-of-bang-sue-

new-logo-concludes 

 

 

• Suvarnabhumi Airport now requires all government officials working there to wear their 

uniforms, to make it easier to identify who they are and which orgnisation they work for. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2490365/airport-vvip-row-

prompts-uniform-rule 
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• The cabinet on Tuesday approved a budget of 3.95 billion baht to stimulate tourism, 

including 2.02 billion baht for room discounts and food-tour vouchers, from February to 

September. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2490332/hotel-subsidies-daily-

vouchers-to-promote-tourism 

 

• The dollar value of the country’s exports contracted for a third successive month in 

December, by a bigger than expected 14.6% from a year earlier as global growth slowed, 

Ministry of Commerce data showed on Tuesday. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2490234/exports-fall-again-in-

december 

 

• Thailand received 11.15 million foreign visitors in 2022, a surge from just about 428,000 

the previous year, according to the tourism ministry. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2490187/thailand-beats-2022-tourism-

target-with-11-15-million-foreign-arrivals 

 

• The Thai baht rally will help reverse a slump in its market for initial public offerings and 

provide fire-power for overseas acquisitions by Thai companies, according to JPMorgan 

Chase & Co. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2490102/jpmorgans-thai-chief-

expects-more-ipos-takeovers-as-baht-gains 

 

• Almost 10,000 taxis have had their meters adjusted in accordance with the recent fare 

hike, the Department of Land Transport (DLT) said on Tuesday. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2490657/taxis-having-had-

meter-fare-adjusted-nears-10k 

 

• The Finance Ministry aims to achieve a balanced budget in a decade by improving its tax 

collection efficiency and expanding the tax base, says Minister Arkhom 

Termpittayapaisith. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2490572/arkhom-targets-balanced-

budget-with-tax-reforms 

 

• Somchai Lertsutiwong, chief executive of Advanced Info Service (AIS), will continue in 

his leadership role at the country's leading mobile operator for at least another year, says 

Sarath Ratanavadi, vice-chairman of the company's board. 
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o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2490582/somchai-picked-to-stay-on-

as-executive-at-ais 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Issues to be watched out for 

• January 2023 – The hike in the daily minimum wage is set to become official. 

 

• January 31st, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data 

 

• February 15-16  - The possible date for the general debate without voting 

against the government of Prayut Chan-o-cha by the opposition. 

 

• February 20, 2023 – The National Economic & Social Development Council (NESDC) set 

to announce the Q4 2022 and Fiscal Year 2022 GDP data 

 

❖ https://www.nesdc.go.th/download/forthcoming.pdf 

 

• February 28, 2023 – Prorogation of a 2/2022 session.  

 

• February 28, 2023 – Possible date for the dissolution of the parliament by 2014 coup leader 

Prayut Chan-o-cha to hold elections. 

 

• March 24, 2022 – The current House of Representatives' expiration of the time of office, 

the Constitution particularizes the new election of the House of Representatives within 45 

days. 

 

• April 28th, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data 

 

• April 29th 2023 – The possible date for elections if parliament is dissolved by February 

28th 2023 (by law elections has to be held within 60-days after house dissolution). 

 

• May 7th, 2023 - Election Commission says elections must be held by this date if the 

government completed its term (which falls on March 23, 2023) 

 

• July 31st, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data  

 

https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2490582/somchai-picked-to-stay-on-as-executive-at-ais
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2490582/somchai-picked-to-stay-on-as-executive-at-ais
https://www.nesdc.go.th/download/forthcoming.pdf


 

 

• October 31st, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data  

 

                                                                       Key Data 

  

SET Index                 1,682.94     -1.10 

 

 

Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html 
 
 

Global Commodities   

 

Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/   

 

Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/    

 

Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND  

  

   

Global Equity Market’s Movements  

 

Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/  

 

Asian Equity Markets Movement  

 
Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/   

 

 

 

                                  Information on January 24 ,2023 

 

           Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management 

 

Stock Code Volume Value Action  

    
    

AS 65,500 16.7 Sale 

BDMS 232,200 30 Purchase 

BTG 12,500 33 Sale 

BC 7,000 1.44 Purchase 

BC 10,000 1.44 Purchase 

FORTH 100,100 35 Sale 

https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html
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GREEN 8,000 1.2 Sale 

PG 65,000 8 Purchase 

PPM 3,100 2.2 Sale 

PPM 3,000 2.22 Purchase 

PPM 9,900 2.22 Sale 

PDJ 50,000 3.66 Sale 

COLOR 200,000 1.69 Purchase 

COLOR 200,000 0.23 Sale 

COLOR 88,000 0.24 Sale 

SAPPE 12,000 43.79 Purchase 

STC 215,300 0.79 Purchase 

TRUBB 950,000 0.15 Sale 

TRUBB 50,000 0.16 Sale 

TTI 200 29.5 Purchase 

TTI 400 29.75 Purchase 

ONEE 100,000 8.1 Purchase 

    
 
 
XD, XE or XM or other notifications 

  
For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on  

https://www.set.or.th/set/xcalendar.do  

  

  

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand 

 
 

Daily as of  24 January 2023       
                                                                                                                                    Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 5,590.06 9.88 6,372.56 11.26 -782.50 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

4,788.06 8.46 4,760.90 8.41 27.16 - 

Foreign Investor 23,389.29 41.34 24,292.57 42.93 -903.28 - 

Local Individuals 22,813.58 40.32 21,154.96 37.39 1,658.62 - 

Monthly Cumulative between  1-24 January 2023 
   

                                                                                                                                    Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

https://www.set.or.th/set/xcalendar.do


 

 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 101,370.60 9.16 122,137.44 11.04 -20,766.84 - 

Proprietary Trading 83,158.35 7.52 78,559.18 7.10 4,599.17 - 

Foreign Investors 548,960.62 49.62 530,048.37 47.91 18,912.26 - 

Local Individuals 372,948.82 33.71 375,693.40 33.96 -2,744.59 - 

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan -24 January 2023 
   

                                                                                                                                    Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 101,370.60 9.16 122,137.44 11.04 -20,766.84 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

83,158.35 7.52 78,559.18 7.10 4,599.17 - 

Foreign Investors 548,960.62 49.62 530,048.37 47.91 18,912.26 - 

Local Individuals 372,948.82 33.71 375,693.40 33.96 -2,744.59 - 

 

Total Trading Value    56,587.29  Million Baht  

   

 

Background Information – 

   

The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the Election 

Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019 

 

• https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24 

 

• List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf  
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