
 

 

 

 

February 2, 2023 

Thai Enquirer News Summary 

 

Political New 

 

• Ruam Thai Saang Chart Party (RTSC) made a move to appoint 2014 coup leader and 

incubment Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha as chairman of the steering committee 

comprised of 12 members, such as Pirapan Salirathavibhaga, the party leader and Suchart 

Chomklin, Minister of Labor. 

 

❖ RTSC will also appoint a new party executive committee, with Pirapan remaining 

the party leader and Suchart, Wittaya Kaewparadai, and Thanakorn 

Wangboonkongchana being deputy leaders.  

 

❖ A source stated that Prayut would be the RTSC’s 1st party-list candidate, followed 

by Pirapan and other key party members.   

 

• Tomorrow, Gen Prayut is scheduled for a trip to Samut Songkhram province to check on 

the Wongwian Yai - Tha Chalom railway development project.  

 

❖ According to reports, Samut Songkhram is a territory of Rangsima Rodrassamee, 

former MP for the Democrat Party who is poised to move to the Ruam Thai Saang 

Chart Party.  



 

 

 

❖ Meanwhile, the Ruam Thai Saang Chart has changed its decision to hold its major 

rally in Nakhon Ratchasima, the birthplace of Prayut, instead of Phetchaburi on 

February 18.  

 

• In what can be considered as the 1st since 1932 (when Thailand turned into constitutional 

monarchy) Prayut came out to announce that Thais should listen to ‘Top News’. 

 

❖ The pro-coup and pro-Prayut news channel that has become infamous for making 

false statements and misleading public over the past few years, was touted by 

Prayut as being ‘a good source of information’. 

 

❖ During his visit to Top News’ studio yesterday to celebrate its 2nd anniversary, 

saying hi to the main hosts of the morning news program, Kanok Ratwongsakul 

and Thira Tanpaiboon. He also urged the two to keep reporting factual news to 

avoid conflicts. 

 

❖ Sonthiyan Chunruthainaitham, chief executive officer of Top News Media, also 

bowed down to Prayut to pay his respect. 

   

 

• The visit by the infamous multi-million dollar watches from dead friends – Deputy Prime 

Minister Prawit Wongsuwon, seems to be a bit in troubled waters after his visit to 

Ratchaburi. 

 

❖ Former Election Commissioner – Somchai Srisutthiyakorn, who is now a politician 

with Seri Ruam Thai party, has come out to say that Prawit has broken rules of 

engagement while in Ratchaburi province by using the government working hours 

to campaign for PPRP. 

 

❖ Somchai has said on his social media post that the breach is something that the 

incumbent Election Commission needs to investigate and take action against 

Prawit. 

 



 

 

 
 

• Deputy Prime Minister Prawit went on a government trip to Nakhon Pathom and 

Ratchaburi provinces yesterday to monitor the water management project. 

 

❖ Prawit, who also leads the ruling Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP), was greeted by 

Pareena Kraikupt, former Ratchaburi MP for the PPRP, who rushed to hug and 

kneel to pay respect to him.  

                   

❖ Apart from the dramatic show, Prawit took the stage to introduce his 4 MP 

candidates to the residents before bidding farewell to Pareena and other supporters. 



 

 

 

• House president Chuan Leekpai yesterday told Parliament that 5 MPs resigned and there 

are currently 425 active MPs. 213 MPs are required to fulfill half of the quorum. 

 

❖ Meanwhile, the house meeting was adjourned again for the 5th time in 2023 

yesterday, as only 204 lawmakers showed up during the 2nd reading of the Cannabis 

and Hemp Bill. 

 

❖ The Bhumjai Thai Party, which proposed the bill, told its coalition partners that if 

a meeting to consider the cannabis and hemp bill kept collapsing, it would no longer 

help fulfill the quorum of other bills. 

 

❖ A source stated that the House also voted to postpone the deliberation of the right 

for bail for political detainees proposal. 

 

 
 

• Pakorn Mahannop, deputy secretary-general of the Election Commission (EC), told a press 

conference that the EC would convene with political parties on February 8 to discuss 

expenditures and ways to conduct the primary voting for the upcoming election.  

 

❖ On February 20 to 28, the EC will consider the electoral district division, he added. 



 

 

 
 

• Parit “Penguin” Chiwarak, leader of the Ratsadon anti-government group who was accused 

of royal defamation, posted an open letter on his social media account, urging hunger-

striking political detainees Bam, Tawan, and Sitthichok to end their hunger strike to save 

their own lives.  

 

❖ Parit stated that he respected the three’s dignified decision, but they needed to stop 

so that they could continue to fight in this long-term war. 

 
 

❖ Meanwhile, the Criminal Court yesterday granted permission to remove the 

electronic monitoring (EM) tag from five political activists who had been released 

on bail, following a request from the lawyer. 

 

❖ The move came after the court previously granted permission for a similar device 

to be removed from actress Savika “Pinky” Chaiyadej, who is currently released 

on bail on fraud charges related to the Forex 3-D Ponzi scheme. 



 

 

 

 

• Former massage parlour tycoon turned whistle blower Chuwit Kamolvisit introduced a 

male witness of the extortion case against Taiwanese actress Charlene An Yue Ching . 

The man was introduced as "Sky", a friend of An  and the man who allegedly paid 27,000 

baht to the Huai Khwang policemens.  

 

❖ Police will later invite Sky for questioning. Chuwit said Sky is under his 

protection at Davis Hotel for now. 

 

   
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Economic News 

 

• Wisak Wattanasap, director of the Oil Fuel Fund, will arrange a press conference today to 

announce the potential decrease in the diesel price, which is currently fixed at 34.94 Baht 

per liter since June 14, 2022, due to continually declining global oil prices.  

 

❖ The decline enables the Oil Fuel Fund to collect some revenue from diesel users at 

a rate of 5.19 Baht per liter, helping to ease the fund’s liquidity issue, he added. 

 



 

 

❖ The decrease is expected to range no less than 30 satang per liter, to prevent the 

fund from losing too much revenue due to the ongoing fluctuation in oil prices.  

 

❖ The decrease is also driven by a request from the Ministry of Finance, after the 

Prime Minister's decision to expand the 5-Baht diesel tax cut measure for 4 months. 

 

❖ The measure went into effect on January 21 and will last until May 20, 2023. 8 

 

 
 

• Stocks of the securities companies group soared sharply as of February 1, due to strong 

buying pressure prompted by speculation that the draft bill on the tax collection for stock 

sales will not be enforced promptly, as previously announced by Finance Minister Arkhom 

Termpittayapaisith. 

 

❖ The bill should be enforced on April 1, according to Arkhom, but it is likely to be 

postponed.  

 

❖ Stocks, such as Finansia Syrus Securities Plc (FSS), closed at 4.28 Baht yesterday, 

up over 0.98 Baht or +29.70%, with a trading value of 181.4 million Baht.  

 

❖ The government source stated that Prime Minister may decide tohold off on the 

implementation of the draft bill due to concerns that it could negatively impact his 

popularity and that of his political party ahead of the upcoming election. 

 

• The Chiang Mai Provincial Legal Execution Office held an auction for the Dhara Dhevi 

Hotel, which was won by Inter Far East Thermal Power Company (IThermal) with a 

winning bid of 3.59 billion Baht. 

 

❖ IThermal is a subsidiary of Inter Far East Energy Corporation Plc (IFEC), which 

holds a 99.99% stake in the company. IFEC is the parent company of Dhara 

Dhevi Hotel Limited, which previously owned the Dhara Dhevi in Chiang Mai. 



 

 

 

    
 

• The US Fed raised the rates by 25 basis points (0.25%) and this helped push the US capital 

markets higher, a move that could help push the Thai markets higher today as well. 

 

❖ Policy makers lifted the Fed’s target for its benchmark rate by a quarter percentage 

point to a range of 4.5% to 4.75% and said ongoing increases will be appropriate, 

a signal to most that no pause in tightening is imminent. 

 

• The oil prices continue to decline and so is the price of gasoline domestically. After a 0.40 

Baht drop yesterday, retail oil prices dipped another 0.30 Baht this morning. 

 

 

 

Political News Headlines in Thai Media 

 



 

 

• Our Cod Satrusayang reflects on his time as a journalist covering Myanmar and insists on 

remember the hopes and spirit of the nation instead of the coup that came after it. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/47778/choosing-to-remember-myanmar-in-

more-hopeful-days/ 

 

• The formula and practices for distributing House seats and dividing constituencies in the 

upcoming election has been in use since 2015, an election commissioner said on 

Wednesday. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/politics/40024528 

 

• Former massage parlour tycoon and politician Chuwit Kamolvisit on Wednesday drove a 

refrigerated pickup truck to the Central Institute of Forensic Science and donated the 

vehicle for transporting cadavers for medical study. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/general/40024527 

 

• An anti-establishment political activist sought permission from the Criminal Court to have 

the electronic monitoring (EM) tag removed from his ankle , after the court granted 

permission yesterday for a similar device to be removed from actress Savika Chaiyadej, 

aka “Pinky”. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaipbsworld.com/anti-establishment-activist-wants-em-tag-

removed-like-actress-pinky/ 

 

• A third hunger striker pressing for judicial reform has been admitted to hospital, while the 

opposition Move Forward Party is seeking an urgent parliamentary debate on the issues 

raised by the political activists. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2496586/third-hunger-striker-

in-hospital 

 

• A key figure of the Sam Mitr (Three Allies) faction of the ruling Palang Pracharath Party 

is tipped to be the latest to move to the United Thai Nation (UTN) Party. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2496675/anucha-tipped-to-

leave-pprp 

 

• The health ministry will proceed to amend a ministerial regulation and charge anyone who 

is found in possession of more than 1 speed pill with dealing in illegal narcotics. 
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o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2496845/intent-to-supply-

meth-law-to-be-stepped-up-anutin 

 

• The Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) welcomed the Swedish ambassador as well as the 

president and CEO of Saab AB, a Swedish defence and security company, to discuss a 

Memorandum of Understanding for military equipment. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2496870/rtaf-set-to-sign-mou-

with-sweden 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Economic News Headlines in Thai Media 

 

• The Land Transport Department will auction 130 license plates with special numbers for 

cars on Saturday with the prices for the “super premium” batch starting at 1.5 million baht 

each, it said on Wednesday. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/general/40024529 

 

• American Express Thailand is offering premium cardholders more benefits and services 

and expanding the number of merchants who accept payment with Amex cards in 

Thailand, as the US company moves to take its share of post-pandemic luxury spending. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/corporate/40024534 

 

• Thailand's economy could grow as much as 4% this year, which would be the fastest rate 

in five years, bolstered by a rebound in the tourism sector and increased domestic 

consumption, Deputy Prime Minister and Energy Minister Supattanapong Punmeechaow 

said on Wednesday. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2496374/thai-economy-may-grow-4-

this-year-on-tourism-says-deputy-prime-minister-supattanapong-punmeechaow 

 

• The cabinet has approved a budget worth 1.5 billion baht to develop a cloud service for 

the public health database which would be universally accessible by hospitals nationwide, 

says deputy government spokeswoman Tipanan Sirichana. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2497075/b1-5bn-for-health-

database-upgrade 
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• The board of Advanced Info Service Plc has decided to retain chief executive Somchai 

Lertsutiwong at the mobile operator for another year. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2496890/ais-retains-chief-executive-

for-another-year 

 

• The Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) plans to invite political party leaders to debate 

Thailand's economic challenges and their solutions as the country gears up for a new 

general election. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2496750/parties-invited-to-debate-

challenges 

 

• State-owned Thai Credit Guarantee Corporation (TCG) has set a loan guarantee target of 

120 billion baht for this year, says general manager Sittikorn Direksoonthorn. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2496835/tcg-targets-b120bn-of-loan-

guarantees 

 

• Overpriced taxi services are the leading complaint among foreign tourists, along with poor 

garbage management and facilitation at the airport. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2497015/taxi-scam-concerns-visitors-

the-most 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Issues to be watched out for 

• February 15-16  - The possible date for the general debate without voting 

against the government of Prayut Chan-o-cha by the opposition. 

 

• February 20, 2023 – The National Economic & Social Development Council (NESDC) set 

to announce the Q4 2022 and Fiscal Year 2022 GDP data 

 

❖ https://www.nesdc.go.th/download/forthcoming.pdf 

 

• February 28, 2023 – Prorogation of a 2/2022 session.  
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• February 28, 2023 – Possible date for the dissolution of the parliament by 2014 coup leader 

Prayut Chan-o-cha to hold elections. 

 

• March 24, 2022 – The current House of Representatives' expiration of the time of office, 

the Constitution particularizes the new election of the House of Representatives within 45 

days. 

 

• April 28th, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data 

 

• April 29th 2023 – The possible date for elections if parliament is dissolved by February 

28th 2023 (by law elections has to be held within 60-days after house dissolution). 

 

• May 7th, 2023 - Election Commission says elections must be held by this date if the 

government completed its term (which falls on March 23, 2023) 

 

• July 31st, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data  

 

• October 31st, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data  

 

                                                                       Key Data 

  

SET Index                 1,685.75     +14.29  

 

Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html 
 
 

Global Commodities   

 

Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/   

 

Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/    

 

Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND  

  

   

Global Equity Market’s Movements  

 

Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/  

 

Asian Equity Markets Movement  
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Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/   

 

 

 

                                  Information on February 1 ,2023 

 

           Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management 

 

Stock Code Volume Value Action  

 

 

AAI 200,000 7 Sale 

KAMART 50,000 8.85 Sale 

PRG 14,700 11.5 Purchase 

PROEN 78,000 6.25 Purchase 

PROEN 22,000 6.25 Purchase 

PROEN 1,200 6 Sale 

SPA 170,000 11.75 Purchase 

UTP 3,000 15.9 Purchase 

WPH 64,700 4.07 Sale 

WPH 105,800 4.04 Sale 

    
 

 

XD, XE or XM or other notifications 

  
For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on  

https://www.set.or.th/set/xcalendar.do  

  

  

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand 

 
 

Daily as of  1 February 2023       
                                                                                                                                    Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 5,216.50 8.18 3,879.32 6.08 1,337.18 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

4,923.73 7.72 4,892.90 7.67 30.84 - 

Foreign Investor 32,033.03 50.22 32,224.94 50.52 -191.91 - 

Local Individuals 21,617.69 33.89 22,793.80 35.73 -1,176.11 - 

http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/
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Monthly Cumulative between 1 Feb-1 February  2023 
   

                                                                                                                                    Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 5,216.50 8.18 3,879.32 6.08 1,337.18 - 

Proprietary Trading 4,923.73 7.72 4,892.90 7.67 30.84 - 

Foreign Investors 32,033.03 50.22 32,224.94 50.52 -191.91 - 

Local Individuals 21,617.69 33.89 22,793.80 35.73 -1,176.11 - 

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan -1 February 2023 
   

                                                                                                                                    Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 131,329.71 8.78 154,263.54 10.31 -22,933.83 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

113,066.31 7.56 107,374.76 7.18 5,691.55 - 

Foreign Investors 742,053.64 49.62 723,901.99 48.40 18,151.65 - 

Local Individuals 509,150.95 34.04 510,060.32 34.10 -909.37 - 

 

Total Trading Value    63,797.02  Million Baht  

   

 

Background Information – 

   

The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the Election 

Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019 

 

• https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24 

 

• List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf  
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