
 

 

 

 

February 3, 2023 

Thai Enquirer News Summary 

 

Political New 

• Calls for house dissolution continues to rise with even the deputy house speaker –Supachai 

Phosu, who chaired yesterday’s meeting, told Parliament,  

 

❖ “I know you are tired, but so am I. If it is possible, I would like Prime Minister 

Prayut Chan-o-cha to just dissolve the government, as you can see, nobody wants 

to attend the meeting anymore.” 

 

❖ He said that he too wants the parliament to be dissolved, a call that has been made 

by the opposition parties who say that not even the ministers are turning up to 

answer questions in the parliament. 

 

❖ Supachai decided to adjourn the meeting at 13:45 hrs., marking the 6th failed House 

meeting of 2023, with an MP from the Pheu Thai Party shouting at the end, 

“Bhumjai Thai MPs don’t show up right?” 

 

• Parliament president Chuan Leekpai informed the House Meeting yesterday of 2 

resignations–that of Satira Puakpraphan, MP for the Setthakit Thai Party for Chonburi, and 

Surathin Phichan, party-list MP for the new Democracy Party. 

 



 

 

❖ There are now 423 active MPs. 212 MPs are required to fill the quorum, Chuan 

added.  

 

❖ Meanwhile, the House meeting was adjourned again for the 6th time in 2023 after 

only 190 lawmakers showed up to debate on the draft bill on the establishment and 

procedures of the Tax Court proposed by the cabinet. 

 

❖ The majority of absent MPs were from the coalition partner Bhumjai Thai Party, 

who chose to boycott the meeting as a form of retaliation for the failure of the 

previous meeting to pass the Cannabis and Hemp Bill on February 1. 

 

 

• Former New Democracy MP Suratin who recently resigned stated that his party would 

field in the upcoming poll 350 candidates 250 constituencies and 100 party-list candidates. 

 

❖ He added that Prayut might decide to dissolve the government on March 9, 2023, 

or one month from now, so it was better to start campaigning now than just sitting 

around in Parliament where the meeting kept collapsing.  

 
 

• The Pheu Thai Party and the Bhumjai Thai Party showed off their MP candidates and new 

members to the public yesterday.  

 

❖ The main opposition Pheu Thai Party led by Chonlanan Srikaew introduced 61 

candidates, some of which even came from the Bhumjai Thai Party, to contest in 

the Northern, Northeastern, Central, and Southern regions. 

 

❖ Meanwhile, the Bhumjai Thai Party led by Anutin Charnvirakul grandly welcomed 

Boonjong Wongtrairat, former MP from the Pheu Thai Party, who will be 

contesting in Nakhon Ratchasima for the Bhumjai Thai Party. 

 

❖ Anutin stated that he was glad to welcome Boonjong as he was a former MP. 



 

 

                

 

• Tanadej Pengsuk, Bangkok MP candidate for the Move Forward Party, came out to accuse 

Air Chief Marshal Napadej  Dhupatemiya, of using an F-16 aircraft for a personal memorial 

flight to pay tribute to the late Air Chief Marshal Prapan Dhupatemiya, the 10th 

commander-in-chief of the Royal Thai Air Force and his father. 

 

❖ Tanadej stated that the use of the aircraft by Napadej, who was also a former 

commander-in-chief of the Royal Thai Air Force, could be considered as the use 

of government property for personal benefit.  

 

❖ He cited that typical tribute events for the past late commander-in-chiefs never 

involved flying an F-16, which cost over 204,542 Baht per hour of operation.  

 

❖ Meanwhile, in response to Tanadej’s allegation, the Royal Thai Air Force stated 

that the aircraft was used on a flight test at that time, and once the test was 

complete, it flew past the funeral event of Air Chief Marshal Prapan to pay respect 

to him, as he was the one who initiated the procurement of the F-16 fighter jets. 

 



 

 

 

• Rangsiman Rome, spokesman for the Move Forward Party, came out to protest against the 

Bhumjai Thai Party after 50 Bhumjai Thai MPs filed a complaint against Move Forward 

leader Pita Limjaroenrat for speaking out for Dr. Supat Hasuwannakit, a government critic 

and director of Chana Hospital, who is poised to move to a new hospital.  

 

❖ Rangsiman said that the transfer of Dr. Supat was politically motivated and that 

the Bhumjai Thai Party was behind it because Supat is the president of the Rural 

Doctor Society (RDS), which is highly critical of the Public Health Ministry's 

policies on cannabis use, Covid-19, and vaccine management. 

 

❖ Meanwhile, Anutin Charnvirakul, who leads the Public Health Ministry and the 

Bhumjai Thai Party, stated that the transfer was in line with the regulations and 

had nothing to do with Dr. Supat’s political stance. 

 

• As elections starts to approach, political violence also starts to take its place. The 1st of 

such thing happened with a  small ping-pong bomb being put in-front of the office of Pheu 

Thai party. 

 

❖ The incident did not injure anyone, but it is the 1st sign of things to come. 

 

• In what could be another drama, Thailand’s democracy index has gone up from 72nd  place 

in 2021 to 55th in 2022, according to a study conducted by the London-based Economist 

Intelligence Unit (EIU). 

 

❖ EIU’s study, which researched democracy development in 167 countries 

worldwide, showed Thailand improved significantly in terms of its democratic 

system, but according to EIU, the Thai government still has excessive control over 

the country’s justice system.  

 

❖ Apart from this, the study also showed that Russia has the worst democracy 

development in the world, as its ranking dropped from 124th place to 146th. 

Meanwhile, the United States, which was once a leader, was downgraded from 

“Full Democracy” to “Flawed Democracy.” 



 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Economic News 

 

• The price of diesel will fall by 50 satang to 34.50 Baht per liter from February 15, Oil Fuel 

Fund Office director Wisak Wattanasap stated.  

 

❖ The decrease is in line with the continual decline in global oil prices, he added.  

 

❖ The proposal to drop the diesel price by 2 Baht is being considered, as the fund is 

currently 113.43 billion Baht in dept, with 68.13 billion coming from the subsidies 

for diesel and 45.30 billion baht from subsidies for liquefied petroleum gas. 

 

❖ The fund will lose hundreds of million in revenue due to this latest decrease.   

 

 
 



 

 

• Saksayam Chidchob, Minister of Transport, revealed the total number of inbound 

passengers for January which rose sharply and could help increase the number of tourists 

coming into Thailand to 30 million by the end of the year. 

 

❖ The number of inbound passengers totalled 2.35 million people, an increase from 

last year’s monthly average of 959,225 people.  

 

❖ The number of passengers in January 2023 increased by 145.37% from the average 

monthly number in 2022 and by 4.34% from December 2022. The increase from 

the average monthly number in 2022 was 148.16%. 

 

❖ Air travel attributed the most to the increase, accounting for 96.52%, followed by 

water transportation (1.97%), road (1.20%), and railway (0.31%).  

 

• Arkhom Termpittayapaisith, Miniser of Finance, stated that there is no postponement for 

the tax on the Stock Exchange of Thailand's (SET) share sales. 

 

❖ He said it is only waiting to be announced in the Royal Gazette.  

 

❖ A well-informed source stated that the Revenue Department will announce the tax 

in March and begin enforcing the tax on May 1.  

 

 

 

General News 

 

• People living in 17 provinces in the North and Bangkok will continue to experience haze 

pollution until the middle of next week, according to the Pollution Control Department 

(PCD). 

 

❖ The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) has come out to say that 

people should work-from-home (WFH). 

 

▪ Places in Bangkok (as of this morning) that are in RED zone are 

• Laksi 

• Prawet 

• Sathorn 

• Yannawa 



 

 

• Prathumwan 

• Thaweewattana 

• Nong Khaem 

 

 

 

Political News Headlines in Thai Media 

 

• Thailand’s Ministry of Justice said this week that it would look into demands made by 

protesters over pre-trial detention and bond conditions but stopped short of addressing the 

controversial lese-majeste law. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/47815/ministry-of-justice-promises-to-look-at-

reforming-pre-trial-procedures-after-activist-hunger-strike/ 

 

https://www.thaienquirer.com/47815/ministry-of-justice-promises-to-look-at-reforming-pre-trial-procedures-after-activist-hunger-strike/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/47815/ministry-of-justice-promises-to-look-at-reforming-pre-trial-procedures-after-activist-hunger-strike/


 

 

• Myanmar protesters in Thailand marked the two-year anniversary of the military coup that 

overthrew the elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi in 2021 with a rally at the 

Myanmar Embassy in Bangkok on Wednesday. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/47791/photo-essay-protests-in-bangkok-mark-

two-year-anniversary-of-myanmar-coup/ 

 

• The opposition Pheu Thai Party alerted police on Thursday after a small handmade bomb 

was thrown at a campaign billboard erected outside its office in Bangkok’s Don Mueang 

district. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/politics/40024567 

 

• The Supreme Court on Thursday issued an arrest warrant for Tarit Pengdit, a former 

Department of Special Investigation (DSI) director-general, after he failed to attend the 

reading of a verdict in a criminal case against him. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/politics/40024565 

 

• The Move Forward Party alleged on Thursday that the Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) 

wasted more than 200,000 baht by flying two F16 fighter jets during post-cremation rite 

for the father of a former Air Force chief last year. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/politics/40024558 

 

• Senior Myanmar officials made a rare appearance on Thursday at a ceremony in Thailand 

to send back around 670 illegal Myanmar immigrants who were detained at the 

Immigration Detention Centre in Ranong province. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/general/40024570 

 

• The Ministry of Education has revoked its regulations on hairstyle of students and will 

allow each school to frame their own rules, with input from students and related parties. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/general/40024563 

 

• Eight human rights and democracy organisations submitted an open letter to the president 

of the Supreme Court on Thursday asking it to release detained political activists and to 

review court regulations on bail conditions. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2497569/rights-groups-

petition-supreme-court-for-bail-reform 

 

https://www.thaienquirer.com/47791/photo-essay-protests-in-bangkok-mark-two-year-anniversary-of-myanmar-coup/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/47791/photo-essay-protests-in-bangkok-mark-two-year-anniversary-of-myanmar-coup/
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https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/politics/40024558
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• The two-week-long multinational military exercise Cobra Gold 2023 will begin on Feb 27, 

with about 7,000 personnel participating from seven countries. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2497836/armed-forces-prepare-

to-host-cobra-gold-2023 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Economic News Headlines in Thai Media 

 

• The price of diesel will fall by 50 satang to 34.50 baht per litre from February 15, Oil Fuel 

Fund Office director Wisak Wattanasap said on Thursday. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/general/40024552 

 
• The Thai economy is expected to expand by 4% a year under the leadership of Prime 

Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha, Energy Minister Supattanapong Punmeechaow said on 

Thursday. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/economy/40024554 

 

• The embattled chief executive of the Kong Salak Plus online lottery platform reported to 

police on Thursday to acknowledge charges of selling tickets at more than face value. He 

denied all charges and accused police of intimidating his clients. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2497535/online-lotto-chief-

charged-with-overpricing 

 

• The Transport Ministry expects that bids for the commercial development of land around 

Krung Thep Aphiwat Central Terminal will be completed this year. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2497430/srt-to-call-bids-for-land-near-

new-rail-hub 

 

• The government has approved a 7.64-billion-baht income guarantee scheme for rubber 

farmers for the 2022-23 season, which is operating for the fourth consecutive year. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2496770/rubber-farmer-income-plan-

gets-approval 
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• SET-listed WHA Corporation, the country's largest developer of built-to-suit logistics 

facilities, is targeting revenue of 100 billion baht from 2023 to 2027, alongside 68.5 billion 

baht in investments. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2496795/wha-targets-5-year-revenue-

of-b100bn 

 

• The laws regulating e-cigarettes have sparked controversy, prompting a cabinet minister 

to propose vaping be legalised while police have launched operations to crack down on 

the sale of the devices. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2497611/hazy-vape-law-

makes-waves 

 

• SET-listed developer Property Perfect Plc (PF) plans to spend 2 billion baht to develop a 

mixed-use project and its new headquarters on Ratchadaphisek Road in Huai Khwang, 

with retail space managed by the operator of Jodd Fairs night bazaar. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2497716/pf-allots-b2bn-for-hq-project 

 

• Gold demand in Thailand is likely to pull back this year after rising 3% in 2022 as 

consumers are concerned about a global economic slowdown, according to the World 

Gold Council. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2497746/local-gold-demand-seen-as-

muted 

 

• The cabinet has approved National Telecom's (NT) 5G business project and operational 

expenditure of 6.7 billion baht to capitalise on the 26-gigahertz spectrum range during the 

period until the spectrum licence expires in 2036. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2497831/cabinet-backs-nts-5g-project 

 

• The government and private sector agreed yesterday to move forward with the national e-

commerce development plan, aiming to increase domestic e-commerce revenue to more 

than 7.1 trillion baht. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2497841/joint-panel-supports-updated-

plan-to-drive-revenue-growth 

 

• Infrastructure, including a new expressway, along with urbanisation driven by mass transit 

expansion and market competition pushed Bangkok land prices up by as much as 75% in 

recent years. 
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o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2498061/land-prices-surge-amid-

urban-growth 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Issues to be watched out for 

• January 2023 – The hike in the daily minimum wage is set to become official. 

 

• January 31st, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data 

 

• February 15-16  - The possible date for the general debate without voting 

against the government of Prayut Chan-o-cha by the opposition. 

 

• February 20, 2023 – The National Economic & Social Development Council (NESDC) set 

to announce the Q4 2022 and Fiscal Year 2022 GDP data 

 

❖ https://www.nesdc.go.th/download/forthcoming.pdf 

 

• February 28, 2023 – Prorogation of a 2/2022 session.  

 

• February 28, 2023 – Possible date for the dissolution of the parliament by 2014 coup leader 

Prayut Chan-o-cha to hold elections. 

 

• March 24, 2022 – The current House of Representatives' expiration of the time of office, 

the Constitution particularizes the new election of the House of Representatives within 45 

days. 

 

• April 28th, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data 

 

• April 29th 2023 – The possible date for elections if parliament is dissolved by February 

28th 2023 (by law elections has to be held within 60-days after house dissolution). 

 

• May 7th, 2023 - Election Commission says elections must be held by this date if the 

government completed its term (which falls on March 23, 2023) 

 

• July 31st, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data  

 

• October 31st, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data  

https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2498061/land-prices-surge-amid-urban-growth
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2498061/land-prices-surge-amid-urban-growth
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                                                                       Key Data 

  

SET Index                 1,682.58     -3.17 

 

Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html 
 
 

Global Commodities   

 

Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/   

 

Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/    

 

Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND  

  

   

Global Equity Market’s Movements  

 

Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/  

 

Asian Equity Markets Movement  

 
Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/   

 

 

 

                                  Information on February 2 ,2023 

 

           Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management 

 

Stock Code Volume Value Action  

 

 

PRIME 25,000 1.58 Sale 

PRIME 100,000 1.6 Sale 

RAM 100,000 54 Sale 

RAM 14,400 54.5 Sale 

RAM 6,100 54.25 Sale 

RAM 31,600 54.5 Sale 

RAM 8,000 54.75 Sale 

RAM 25,000 55 Sale 

https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/
http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/
http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND
http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/
http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/


 

 

RAM 200,000 54 Sale 

RAM 12,000 54.25 Sale 

SMIT 10,000 5 Purchase 

SPA 36,800 11.6 Purchase 

UTP 101,700 15.6 Purchase 

    
 

 

XD, XE or XM or other notifications 

  
For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on  

https://www.set.or.th/set/xcalendar.do  

  

  

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand 

 
 

Daily as of  2 February 2023       
                                                                                                                                    Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 4,622.64 7.42 2,935.40 4.71 1,687.24 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

4,866.97 7.81 4,687.35 7.52 179.62 - 

Foreign Investor 30,270.05 48.57 32,933.95 52.85 -2,663.90 - 

Local Individuals 22,559.83 36.20 21,762.80 34.92 797.04 - 

Monthly Cumulative between  1 Feb-2 February 2023 
   

                                                                                                                                    Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 9,839.14 7.80 6,814.73 5.40 3,024.42 - 

Proprietary Trading 9,790.71 7.76 9,580.25 7.60 210.46 - 

Foreign Investors 62,303.08 49.40 65,158.89 51.67 -2,855.81 - 

Local Individuals 44,177.52 35.03 44,556.60 35.33 -379.07 - 

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan -2 February 2023 
   

                                                                                                                                    Unit: M.Baht 

https://www.set.or.th/set/xcalendar.do


 

 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 135,952.35 8.73 157,198.94 10.09 -21,246.59 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

117,933.28 7.57 112,062.11 7.19 5,871.17 - 

Foreign Investors 772,323.69 49.57 756,835.94 48.58 15,487.75 - 

Local Individuals 531,710.79 34.13 531,823.12 34.14 -112.33 - 

 

Total Trading Value    62,327.62  Million Baht  

   

 

Background Information – 

   

The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the Election 

Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019 

 

• https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24 

 

• List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf  
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