
 

 

 

 

February 6, 2023 

Thai Enquirer News Summary 

 

Political New 

• The main opposition Pheu Thai Party today will introduce to the public the arrival of the 

Khunpluem family and its Bangkok MP candidates in 3 electoral districts.  

 

❖ The candidates are Sakaojai Poonsawat, former actress and soon-to-be Pheu Thai 

MP candidate for Saphan Sung district 

 

❖ Kamolphat Pungbangka, wife of former Red Shirt leader Phiphatchai Phaiboon 

who will contest in Bang Khun Thian district 

 

❖ Ekaphap Hongsakul, younger brother of Paweena Hongsakul, chairperson of the 

Paweena Hongsakul Foundation for Children and Women, who will contest in Sai 

Mai district. 

 

❖ In addition, the Pheu Thai Party will also announce the return of the clique of 

Sonthaya Khunpluem, former Minister of Culture, on February 8.  
 

• Paethongtarn Shinawatra, head of the Pheu Thai Family program, denied a claim by senator 

Wanchai Sornsiri that her party would nominate Surakiart Sathirathai, former deputy prime 

minister, as the prime ministerial candidate instead of her and Srettha Thavisin. 



 

 

 

❖ She said the claim was baseless and that her party did not talk with Surakiart for a 

long time. She also mentioned that her party would only nominate candidates of 

high quality, but declined to reveal who the 3rd candidate for Prime Minister might 

be. 

 

❖ Paethongtarn affirmed her party did not worry about the recent resignation of 

certain MPs.  

 

 
 

• Meanwhile, Watchara Phetthong, former party-list MP for the Democrat Party, came out 

to accuse Pheu Thai MPs of persuading Democrat MPs to meet former Prime Minister 

Thaksin Shinawatra in Singapore between February 10-11. 

 

❖ He alleged that the purpose of the meeting was to invite Democrat MPs to join the 

Pheu Thai Party in exchange for ministerial positions once the Pheu Thai Party won 

the next poll. 

 

❖ In response to this, Paethongtarn stated that it was not true and that Thaksin did not 

have a deal with anyone. 

 

• Talk of the coup plotter  

 

❖ Coup leader Prayut Chan-o-cha (who is the Prime Minister since 2014) 

 

❖ Ultra-expensive watch borrower from dead friends – Prawit Wongsuwon (who is 

also the Deputy Prime Minister) 

 

❖ Are fighting among themselves to get control of the 250 hand picked Senators (they 

were the ones who handpicked them), to support each other. 

 

❖ There are about 140 of the 250 senators who are with Prayut, about 80 with Prawit 

and about 30-50 are independent. 



 

 

 
 

• Deputy Prime Minister and man famous for borrowing ultra-expensive watches from dead 

friends - Prawit Wongsuwan, visited the Lumpini Park Market on a personal trip at 7 AM 

yesterday, to meet his supporters and campaign for his Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP).  

 

❖ Smiling Prawit took some time to engage with citizens who were out exercising, 

spending approximately half an hour meeting and chatting with them. Afterward, 

he sat down at a nearby café where he sipped coffee and conversed with people 

who encouraged him to run for Thailand's next prime ministerial election.  

                    

 

❖ Sakolthee Phatthiyakul, director of the PPRP who oversees the Bangkok MP 

candidates team, revealed that his party election preparations in Bangkok would 

take about two more weeks to complete.  

 

❖ He said that Gen Prawit would kick off PPRP's vote campaign debut in Bangkok in 

Pomprap Sattruphai district, possibly on Feb 14, or Valentine's Day. 

 

• Meanwhile, a well-informed source stated that Bangkok MP candidates in the Ruam Thai 

Saang Chart Party (RTSC) were encouraging 2014 coup leader and incumbent Prime 

Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha, who is also a prime ministerial candidate for the RTSC, to 

make a public appearance on the upcoming Valentine’s Day. 



 

 

 

❖ The source stated that Prayut might show up at the Pak Khlong Talat Market, which 

is a large fresh flowers market, to campaign for the RTSC. However, this has yet 

to be confirmed since Valentines’s Day falls on the Cabinet meeting day.  

 
 

• Kritsadang Nutcharat, lawyer from the Thai Lawyers for Human Rights, provided an 

update on the current health conditions of hunger-striking detainees Tantawan “Tawan” 

Tuatulanon and Orawan “Bam” Phuphong. 

 

❖ He said doctors from Thammasat Hospital had checked on the two and were very 

worried about their deteriorating health, adding the doctors immediately contacted 

Tawan and Bam’s parents to visit them this morning.  

 
 

• Super Poll and Nida Poll recently published their survey results regarding the rating of each 

prime ministerial candidate.   

 

❖ In Super Poll’s study, which polled 1,023 respondents nationwide from February 

1-4, it was found that 57.8% of the respondents hoped that Gen Prayut can stay on 

as premier, while his most popular policy was the "Khon La Khrueng" co-payment 

subsidy scheme. 



 

 

 

❖ Meanwhile the youngest daughter of former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra 

emerged as the most popular choice as a candidate for prime minister – by far – 

among voters in the bellwether province of Korat, a survey found. 

 

❖ Paetongtarn Shinawatra left Move Forward Party leader Pita Limjaroenrat and 

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha in the dust, the survey by the National Institute 

of Development Administration (Nida) found. 

 

❖ The survey was carried out from January 30 to February 3 among 1,500 eligible 

voters in the northeastern province, which is formally known as Nakhon 

Ratchasima. 

 

❖ Korat, with 16 constituencies, has the second highest number of MPs after 

Bangkok, which has 33. More importantly, voters in Korat generally indicate how 

other voters in the Northeast will vote. 

          

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

Economic News 

 

• The merger between True Corporation Plc (TRUE) and Total Access Communication Plc 

(DTAC) will result in the formation of a new company named ‘True Corporation.’ The 

shares of TRUE and DTAC will be tradable until February 17. 

 

❖ After that, on February 20 – March 2, 2023, the trading of TRUE and DTAC shares 

will be suspended in preparation for the merger and the transformation into a new 

company. 

 

❖ Thanachart Securities Plc stated that, based on the market capitalization, there is a 

high possibility for Srisawad Corporation Plc (SAWAD) to be re-included in the 

SET 50 and for Sansiri Plc to enter SET 100. 

 

• Tanit Sorat, vice chairman of the Council of Employers, Traders, and Industry of Thailand, 

predicted that about 500,000 new graduates will enter the workforce between February to 

March, adding to the previous batch of new graduates who are still looking for jobs.  

 

❖ This will result in intense competition for jobs amidst the uncertain economy, Tanit 

said, adding, “while those with specialized degrees such as electrical, electronics, 

computer, and medical will have a relatively easier time finding employment, those 

with general bachelor's degrees will face difficulties in their job search.  

 

❖ He also pointed out that, “usually, at the beginning of the year, workers tend to 

change jobs after receiving bonuses, but this year there are fewer such cases, 

indicating a decrease in job availability.”  

 

❖ Meanwhile, the manufacturing and export sectors that tend to accept fresh 

graduates the most are expected to expand by only 1-2% this year due to the 

economic slowdown. 

 

• The Bank of Thailand released a report on the banking system failures of the banks in 2022, 

revealing that the most affected service was the mobile banking, with a total of 65 

disruptions, resulting in 158 hours of downtime. 

 

❖ The highest disruptions happened with the Thanachart Bank with 22 incidents and 

87 hours of downtime.   

 



 

 

❖ Meanwhile, the internet banking service faced 4 incidents, totaling 11 hours, and 

the ATM service had a total of 11 incidents. 

 

 
 

• If one is thinking of global recession, think again. 

 

The data released in the United States on Friday showed during January 2023 the US job 

report shows: 

❖ Nonfarm payroll 517K vs 185K estimate. 

 

❖ Previous month was 223K (was expecting 200 K last month). Revised to 260K 

 

❖ The nonfarm payroll for November was revised up 34K from 256K to 290K. The 

December was revised up 37K from 223K to 260K for a total 2 month increase of 

71K adding to the stronger data. 

 

❖ Unemployment rate 3.4% vs 3.6% estimate. Prior month 3.5% 

 

❖ Average hourly earnings 0.3% vs 0.3% expected. Per month 0.3% 

 

❖ Average hourly earnings YoY 4.4% vs 4.3% expected. Last month 4.6% 

 

 

 

 

General News 

 

 



 

 

• The Meteorological Department of Thailand has issued a 24-hour weather forecast for 

today, indicating that the high pressure in the north-eastern and southern South China Sea 

will lead to southerly and easterly winds carrying moisture to Thailand, resulting in heavy 

rainfall in 28 provinces throughout the country, including Bangkok. 

 

❖ As for today’s air quality, Chiang Mai, one of the most popular tourism provinces 

of Thailand, ranks 25th in the list of cities with the highest air pollution, with a 

PM2.5 particle concentration of 102 micrograms per cubic meter, according to 

https://www.iqair.com.  
 

❖ The particle level is considered harmful to people’s health, especially those with 

respiratory problems. 

 

❖ Toxic PM2.5 dust levels in Bangkok and surrounding provinces from Monday to 

Saturday are likely to improve thanks to the rather strong southerly wind that will 

blow away the dust, according to the Pollution Control Department's Sunday press 

release. 

 

   

 

• Kaeng Som is a traditional dish that contains mixed vegetables and meat like shrimp or 

fish. Thai netizens were left baffled when one of their favourite dishes, Kaeng Som, was 

ranked 12th in the "100 Worst Rated Dishes in the World" list for February 2023 by online 

food guide TasteAtlas. 

https://www.iqair.com/


 

 

 

 

 

Political News Headlines in Thai Media 

 

• Organizers of pride parades from all regions of Thailand are gearing up for “Bangkok 

Pride 2023” and 20 other parades throughout the country this year. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/47834/photo-essay-getting-ready-for-bangkok-

pride-2023/ 

 

• Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha will campaign on a promise to continue his 

government’s popular subsidy programmes in the upcoming election, a close aide said on 

Sunday. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/politics/40024633 

 

• The youngest daughter of former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra emerged as the most 

popular choice as a candidate for prime minister – by far – among voters in the 

bellwether province of Korat, a survey found. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/politics/40024630 

 
• Gen Prawit Wongsuwon, leader of the Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP), visited Lumpini 

park on Sunday morning as his coalition-core party said it expected to conclude picking 

its Bangkok candidates in two weeks. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2499481/prawits-party-to-pick-

bangkok-candidates 
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• Pro-democracy activists Tantawan Tuatulanon and Orawan Phuphong have vowed to 

press on with their hunger strike despite the release of two young colleagues detained on 

royal defamation charges. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2499059/activists-wont-stop-

hunger-strike 

 

• The latest statement by hardline politician Piyabutr Saengkanokkul provides the clearest 

evidence that one of Thailand’s newest political parties, which thrives on unorthodoxy 

and drastic reforms that border on extremism, has reached a soul-searching point 

probably in record time. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaipbsworld.com/move-forward-at-crossroads-already/ 

 

• With most of Thailand covered in a fog of fine dust nowadays, key Democrat figures say 

political games are delaying the deliberation of its bill on clean air. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/politics/40024619 

 

• Jirayu Huangsap, a Pheu Thai Party MP for Klong Sam Wa district, has called out the 

Bangkok governor and demanded serious action be taken to combat extortionate student 

lunch prices at city schools. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2498960/chadchart-pressed-on-

school-lunch-prices 

 

• Two men detained on royal defamation charges are released on bail, but two hunger-

striking activists vow to keep fasting until every political prisoner is freed. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2498936/hunger-strikers-vow-

to-carry-on 

 

• During the heyday of the United Front for Democracy against Dictatorship (UDD), the 

movement’s epitome was characterised by what many came to know its chairman 

Jatuporn Prompan for — feisty, unrelenting and vocal. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2498594/no-longer-friends-it-

seems 

 

• Some traders in Thailand are paying bribes to the authorities so they can illegally sell e-

cigarettes in the country, Somchai Sawaengkan, the chairman of the Senate Committee 

on Human Rights, Freedom and Consumer Protection, revealed. 
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o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2498500/senator-says-officers-

are-taking-bribes-from-traders 

 

• A new Malaysian facilitator for the Thai deep South peace talks met Gen Wanlop 

Rugsanaoh, head of Thailand's Peace Dialogue Panel, in Bangkok to continue the peace 

process. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2498465/new-peace-envoy-

meets-thai-general 

 

• A lawsuit has been filed against seven officials with the Criminal Court for Corruption 

and Misconduct Cases by former director-general of the Department of National Parks, 

Wildlife and Plant Conservation Rutchada Suriyakul Na Ayutya. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaipbsworld.com/former-national-park-chief-sues-seven-officials-

involved-in-his-arrest/ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Economic News Headlines in Thai Media 

 

• Bangkok Airways has announced the suspension of Bangkok-Hat Yai-Bangkok and 

Bangkok-Da Nang-Bangkok routes, effective March 1st and May 1st respectively. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaipbsworld.com/bangkok-airways-suspends-bangkok-hat-yai-

and-bangkok-da-nang-services/ 

 

• Thap Put district police, in Thailand’s southern province of Phang-nga, have issued a 

summons requiring Kong Salak Plus CEO Panthawat Nakvisut to report on February 15th 

to acknowledge a charge of selling overpriced online lottery tickets. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaipbsworld.com/kong-salak-plus-ceo-faces-summons-in-phang-

nga/ 

 

• The Civil Court ordered a temporary suspension of the “Sondhi Talk” show hosted by 

firebrand media mogul Sondhi Limthongkul on Saturday in response to a defamation 

lawsuit. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/general/40024629 
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• Police seized counterfeit brand name products worth over 10 million baht in raids on two 

warehouses in the Bang Phli district of Samut Prakan Province. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaipbsworld.com/fake-brand-name-products-worth-over-10m-

seized-in-samut-prakan/ 

 

• The price of land in Bangkok remains higher than in any province in Thailand, with the 

most expensive plots in the capital’s central business district, according to the latest update 

on appraised land value by the Treasury Department. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/economy/40024614 

 

• ONYX Hospitality Group, a Thai-based hotel management company, is planning to add 

11 hotels, resorts, and serviced apartments this year in Asia, including five in Southeast 

Asia, said its CEO Yuthachai Charanachitta. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/corporate/40024612 

 

• Passengers are now allowed to use digital IDs to verify their identity when boarding 

domestic flights. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2498565/air-e-tickets-usher-in-

era-of-digital-ids 

 

• BWH Hotel Group plans to open eight properties in Thailand this year — one WorldHotels 

brand in Phuket and seven Best Western hotels — while increasing its room rate across 

the globe. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2498851/bwh-to-open-8-hotels-in-

thailand 

 

• The process to find a new SEC secretary-general is likely to begin soon after the 

regulator’s board decided not to extend the term for its current boss. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2498804/the-search-is-on-for-new-sec-

leader 

 

• The budget carrier Thai AirAsia plans to resume operating eight aircraft that were idled 

during the pandemic and is considering shifting planes from other areas to cater to the 

growing number of visitors from China. 
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o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2498299/thai-airasia-dusts-off-idled-

jets-to-serve-china 

 

• Charoen Pokphand Foods (CPF)’s decision to start farming and selling jade perch as a 

new product has triggered concerns about whether this alien fish species will have an 

impact on Thailand’s ecosystem. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/economy/40024640 

 

• A Russian plane was finally removed from a taxiway at Phuket airport after it broke down 

during a takeoff attempt, forcing the cancellation of all flights from Saturday evening until 

early Sunday morning. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2499466/stricken-russian-

plane-finally-removed-from-phuket-taxiway 

 

• The Federation of Thai Industries urges the government to speed up solving Bangkok's 

PM2.5 problems, fearing if the situation remains, it affect economy and tourism. 

 
o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2499044/industry-president-urges-

long-term-fix-to-pm2-5 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Issues to be watched out for 

• January 2023 – The hike in the daily minimum wage is set to become official. 

 

• January 31st, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data 

 

• February 15-16  - The possible date for the general debate without voting 

against the government of Prayut Chan-o-cha by the opposition. 

 

• February 20, 2023 – The National Economic & Social Development Council (NESDC) set 

to announce the Q4 2022 and Fiscal Year 2022 GDP data 

 

❖ https://www.nesdc.go.th/download/forthcoming.pdf 

 

• February 28, 2023 – Prorogation of a 2/2022 session.  
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• February 28, 2023 – Possible date for the dissolution of the parliament by 2014 coup leader 

Prayut Chan-o-cha to hold elections. 

 

• March 24, 2022 – The current House of Representatives' expiration of the time of office, 

the Constitution particularizes the new election of the House of Representatives within 45 

days. 

 

• April 28th, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data 

 

• April 29th 2023 – The possible date for elections if parliament is dissolved by February 

28th 2023 (by law elections has to be held within 60-days after house dissolution). 

 

• May 7th, 2023 - Election Commission says elections must be held by this date if the 

government completed its term (which falls on March 23, 2023) 

 

• July 31st, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data  

 

• October 31st, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data  

 

                                                                       Key Data 

  

SET Index                 1,688.36     +5.78 

 

Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html 
 
 

Global Commodities   

 

Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/   

 

Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/    

 

Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND  

  

   

Global Equity Market’s Movements  

 

Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/  

 

Asian Equity Markets Movement  

 

https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/
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Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/   

 

 

 

                                  Information on February 3 ,2023 

 

           Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management 

 

Stock Code Volume Value Action  

 

 

BBIK 230,000 139 Sale 

BBIK 78,000 139 Sale 

BBIK 1,845,000 139 Sale 

BBIK 2,153,000 139 Purchase 

GULF 65,000 53.75 Purchase 

GULF 849,900 53.75 Purchase 

YONG 100,000 2.36 Sale 

    
 

 

XD, XE or XM or other notifications 

  
For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on  

https://www.set.or.th/set/xcalendar.do  

  

  

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand 

 
 

Daily as of  3 February 2023       
                                                                                                                                    Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 5,219.59 8.91 3,918.29 6.69 1,301.30 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

4,444.69 7.59 4,435.64 7.57 9.06 - 

Foreign Investor 27,522.45 46.99 29,739.44 50.78 -2,216.99 - 

Local Individuals 21,378.62 36.50 20,471.98 34.96 906.64 - 

Monthly Cumulative between  1 Feb-3 February 2023 
   

                                                                                                                                    Unit: M.Baht 

http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/
https://www.set.or.th/set/xcalendar.do


 

 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 15,058.73 8.15 10,733.01 5.81 4,325.72 - 

Proprietary Trading 14,235.40 7.71 14,015.89 7.59 219.52 - 

Foreign Investors 89,825.53 48.64 94,898.33 51.39 -5,072.80 - 

Local Individuals 65,556.14 35.50 65,028.58 35.21 527.57 - 

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan -3 February 2023 
   

                                                                                                                                    Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 141,171.94 8.73 161,117.23 9.97 -19,945.29 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

122,377.98 7.57 116,497.75 7.21 5,880.23 - 

Foreign Investors 799,846.14 49.48 786,575.38 48.66 13,270.76 - 

Local Individuals 553,089.40 34.22 552,295.10 34.17 794.31 - 

 

Total Trading Value    58,585.35   Million Baht  

   

 

Background Information – 

   

The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the Election 

Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019 

 

• https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24 

 

• List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf  
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