
 

 

 

 

February 7, 2023 

Thai Enquirer News Summary 

 

Political New 

• Anutin Charnvirakul, Minister of Public Health and leader of the Bhumjai Thai Party, 

revealed that the 2014 coup leader and current prime minister – Prayut Chan-o-cha, might 

decide to complete his full tenure (March 23, 2023), meaning the election would be held 

in early May.  

 

❖ Despite frequent adjournment of parliamentary meetings, Anutin stated that the 

government could maintain the stability of Parliament if all parties stopped playing 

political games, similar to what was seen with his party's Cannabis and Hemp Bill, 

which is still pending in the 2nd reading. 

 

❖ He hinted that some of his MPs might seek revenge from those who tried to 

undermine the bill. 

 

❖ The health minister also urged coalition MPs to attend the upcoming general debate 

to promote the government’s 8-year works. 

 

❖ Anutin also announced Bhumjai Thai 3 new members yesterday, including Chalong 

Riewrang, Charoen Riewrang, former PPRP MP, and Paramee Riewrang, 

Charoen’s daughter. 



 

 

 

 
 

• If Anutin is correct in his assessment, then today – February 7, is the last day for people 

looking to jump ships (parties) to move because the electoral law states that if the house 

is not dissolved ahead of schedule (March 23, 2023) then the contesting MP needs to be a 

member of the political party for 90-days. 

 

❖ If the parliament is dissolved then the number of days drops to only 30-days. 

 

• Somchai Srisutthiyakorn, former election commissioner, stated on his Facebook account 

that the Election Commission (EC) should order the Bangkok EC to redraw the electoral 

division formula, citing the EC announcement that the deviation or margin of error in the 

number of eligible voters in each constituency should not exceed 10% of the average 

number of eligible voters per 1 MP candidate. 

 

❖ The average number of eligible voters in Bangkok per constituency stands at 

166,513 and 10% of this is 16,651. The deviation should not be greater than +/- 

16,651 people, added Somchai.  

 

❖ He said the EC’s current formula was wrong and should be amended immediately. 

           



 

 

 

• The Election Commission (EC) has called for a meeting of party leaders to discuss the 

election preparations and expenditure limit for each party-list and constituency MP 

candidate on February 8.  

 

❖ Initially, in a scenario where the government serves its full term, a constituency 

candidate can incur an expenditure of 6.5 million Baht, while a party-list candidate 

and the political party can incur an expenditure of 152.32 million Baht. 

 

❖ However, if the government is dissolved, the constituency candidate will have an 

expenditure of 1.74 million Baht, while the party-list candidate and the party will 

have an expenditure of 40.62 million Baht.  

 

❖ The meeting will also discuss expenses related to campaign posters, rally stages, 

and campaign advertisements via radio services. 

 

• Meanwhile sources in the Election Commission came out to say that as of February 3 data 

showed that the parties that can contest in the highest number of constituencies can so far 

field candidates in only 72, not all 77 provinces. Some of the parties can enter the fray in 

71 provinces and most can field candidates in fewer than 70 provinces, the source revealed. 

 

• Chinnaworn Boonyakiat, MP for the Democrat Party and deputy government chief whip, 

stated that the government had 3 more meetings and general debate to deal with before the 

term ends. 

 

❖ He responded to Anutin that each MP and party had their own right regarding either 

to approve or drop the Cannabis and Hemp Bill, and there was no such thing as a 

political game. 

 

❖ Chinnaworn said, however, that all coalition MPs should attend the general debate, 

as if not it would ruin the government’s dignified image and make it look like the 

government tried to run away from problems. 

 

• The government is preparing for the general debate (without voting) on February 15-16 

 

❖ The debate will offer opposition parties to put the wrongdoings of Prayut’s 

government in the open and bash his government. 

 

❖ The Prayut government on the other hand feels that the debate is going to offer an 

opportunity to it to be able to tell the people about its own ‘good’ work that this 

government has done over the past 4-years. 

 



 

 

• A source reported that the Ruam Thai Saang Chart has postponed Prime Minister Prayut 

Chan-o-cha’s major rally previously slated for February 18 in Nakhon Ratchasima 

province to other unspecified dates for unknown reasons.   

 

• Amnesty International Thailand reported that Amnesty’s London-based office in the 

United Kingdom has called for its members to send letters to Prime Minister Gen Prayut 

Chan-o-cha, calling for the immediate release of four activists and to drop all charges 

against them. 

 

❖ Amnesty also urged the Thai government to follow the international human rights 

treaties regarding freedom of expression and peaceful assembly. The campaign will 

last until March 10.  

 
 

• The health condition of two pro-democracy activists on hunger strike continued to 

deteriorate on Monday with hospital officials calling in their friends and family to visit the 

hospital. 

 

❖ Thammasat University Hospital said the two activists are experiencing damage to 

their kidneys but they are not in critical condition as they can still communicate. 

 

❖ The hospital said other symptoms include dizziness, fatigue, rapid heart rate, 

sleeplessness, nauseous, dry mouth, bleeding gums, epigastric pain, high ketone 

level, low sodium level, acidosis and abnormal blood clotting. 

 

❖ Associate Professor Dr Pharuhat Tor-Udom, the director of the hospital, said the 

pair continue to refuse to eat but are drinking water. 

 

❖ Torawan “Bam” Phupong (23) and Tantawan “Tawan” Tuatulanon (20) have been 

on a hunger strike since January 18. 

 

• Jatuporn Phromphan, former Red Shirt leader, pressured the Pheu Thai Party to officially 

make an announcement that it would not join hands with the Palang Pracharath Party 

(PPRP) after the election.  



 

 

 

❖ If the Pheu Thai Party broke the promise, its supporters would stage a mass 

protest against it similar to the case of Gen Suchinda Kraprayoon in 1992, he 

added.   

 

❖ The former red shirt stated that 3 key members of the PPRP might soon quit the 

party to join the Pheu Thai Party, as they believe their prospects in the upcoming 

poll would be better with the latter. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Economic News 

 

• The cabinet meeting today will address the PM2.5 dust level issue, which in several parts 

of Thailand has reached harmful levels over the past week.  

 

❖ Another notable issue to watch out for is the Transport Ministry’s proposal to 

increase the budget limit and extend the period of incurring debt obligations over 

the fiscal year for the construction of Bang Pa-in - Saraburi - Nakhon Ratchasima 

special highway worth 4.9 billion Baht. 

 

• Kijpon Praipaisalkit, director of Analytics and Strategist at UOB Kay Hian Securities, 

stated that election rallies usually occur 6-months before the election and statistics show 

that 4 out of 7 times, the stock market will have positive returns. 

 

❖ Specifically, one month before the election, the returns are clearer for sectors such 

as banking, retail, entertainment and media, and property. The companies that will 

benefit from increased spending during this period include CP ALL, MAKRO, and 

BJC, for example.  

 

❖ In addition, stocks related to politics are also considered an opportunity for 

speculation, such as SC Asset Corporation Plc (SC) and Sansiri Plc (SIRI). 

 

❖ Meanwhile, Krungthai XSpring Securities advised investors to closely monitor the 

policies of each political party, specifically mentioning the stocks of SC, which is 

part of the Shinawatra family, and Sino-Thai Engineering and Construction 

(STEC), which belongs to the Charnvirakul family. 

 



 

 

• Thailand’s headline inflation fell to a 9-month low of 5.02% in January, from 5.89% in 

December, the Trade Policy and Strategy Office (TPSO) announced. 

 

❖ TPSO director-general Wichanun Niwatjinda said the inflation slowdown reflected 

falling prices of energy and fresh foods. The TPSO expects inflation to drop further 

this month.  

 

❖ Wichanun said headline inflation in January stood at 108.18 points, up 5.02% year 

on year but still the lowest for the past nine months.  

 

❖ Inflation in January falls to 9-month low as cost of living crisis eases Core inflation, 

which is calculated after deducting prices of fresh food and energy, stood at 3.04%, 

down slightly from 3.23% in December.  

 

❖ The TPSO expects inflation to rise but at a slower pace in February as the cost of 

fuel, electricity and cooking gas continue to impact the prices of food and other 

goods. The Commerce Ministry forecasts an inflation rate this year of 2-3%. 

 

• The TNN news station issued a statement regarding the passing of its senior officer, 

Sarawut Srisawat, who died from a heart attack on February 4, 2023, while on duty. 

 

❖ TNN stated that it will provide Sarawut’s family with 24 months of his current 

salary, insurance money, social security fund, as well as funeral arrangement 

allowance.   

 

❖ Earlier, the Jo Dub Facebook page reported that Sarawut was reportedly responsible 

for scheduling the programming line-up for TNN since it was still in the cable TV 

era, until the station grew and entered the digital era.  

 

❖ Since then, Sarawut was reportedly ordered to plan the line-up for two channels 

alone, working 7 days a week for some weeks, until he fell ill and passed away at 

his desk. 

 



 

 

             

 

 

 

General News 

 

 

• More than 100 immigration police officers, including 3 generals, have been found to have 

issued visas illegally to foreign visitors, Pol Gen Surachate Hakparn, the deputy national 

police chief, said. 

 

❖ All 110 of them have been charged with malfeasance in office and taking bribes, 

he said, adding that he expects the case to be sent to the public prosecutors this 

week. 

 

❖ The probe into visa scandal, in which immigration police officers and several 

local administration officials are implicated, is an extension of an investigation 

into the conduct of a handful of immigration police officers, who were allegedly 

involved in issuing visas for Chinese businessman Chaiyanat Kornchayanant and 

other Chinese businessmen allegedly involved in “grey” businesses in Thailand. 

 

❖ Chaiyanat and dozens of his associates are currently being held on remand on 

multiple charges, including narcotics trafficking, money laundering and 

involvement in organised transnational crime. 

 

• About 3,600 soldiers will perform a traditional Muay Thai "wai kru", setting a new world 

record for a mass performance of the pre-fight dance of respect for a boxer's coach, in 

Prachuap Khiri Khan on Monday evening. 



 

 

              

 

 

Political News Headlines in Thai Media 

 

• The health condition of two pro-democracy activists on hunger strike continued to 

deteriorate on Monday with hospital officials calling in their friends and family to visit 

the hospital. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/47895/condition-of-pro-democracy-student-

activists-on-hunger-strike-deteriorates/ 

 

• A deputy prime minister suggested the Election Commission ask the Constitutional Court 

for a ruling after its calculation of the number of people represented per MP was found to 

include non-Thai nationals. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2500401/non-thais-skew-ec-

map-wissanu 

 

• Thai media professional organizations have raised objection to a bill seeking to set up a 

council to regulate media ethics due to be taken up for deliberation by the House on 

Tuesday. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaipbsworld.com/media-organizations-oppose-media-ethics-bill/ 

 

• Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha said on Monday that he has instructed the leaders of 

coalition partners to ensure their MPs attend all remaining House meetings. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/politics/40024670 

 

https://www.thaienquirer.com/47895/condition-of-pro-democracy-student-activists-on-hunger-strike-deteriorates/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/47895/condition-of-pro-democracy-student-activists-on-hunger-strike-deteriorates/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2500401/non-thais-skew-ec-map-wissanu
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2500401/non-thais-skew-ec-map-wissanu
https://www.thaipbsworld.com/media-organizations-oppose-media-ethics-bill/
https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/politics/40024670


 

 

• None of the Thai political parties is eligible to contest all 400 constituency-seats in all 77 

provinces, according to the database with the Election Commission (EC), a source at the 

poll agency disclosed on Monday. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/politics/40024668 

 

• Nate Naksuk, a controversial figure in the prosecution's handling of the hit-and-run case 

against Red Bull scion, applied for a seat on anti-graft commission. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2500441/negligent-nate-seeks-

nacc-seat 

 

• Cyber-crime police upped their investigations into the macau888 gambling network with 

three raids in Bangkok and Nakhon Ratchasima yesterday. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2500411/luxury-cars-seized-in-

macau888-probe 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Economic News Headlines in Thai Media 

 

• Is Thailand about to experience a brain drain? 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/47893/is-thailand-about-to-experience-a-brain-

drain/ 

 

• Our photographer visited the Bangkok Design Week 2023 event at Bangpho Woodstreet 

over the weekend. 

 

o Link- https://www.thaienquirer.com/47873/photo-essay-bangkok-design-week-2023-

bangpho-woodstreet/ 

 

• Thailand’s headline inflation fell to a nine-month low of 5.02% in January, from 5.89% in 

December, the Trade Policy and Strategy Office (TPSO) announced Monday. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/economy/40024662 
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• Central Retail Corporation (CRC), Thailand's leading multi-format and multi-category 

retailing platform, intends to invest 28 billion baht this year with the goal of generating 

270 billion baht in total revenue this year. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/business/corporate/40024669 

 

• A Chinese tourist's TikTok video shows a travel agent's knife attack, but the agent says it 

was self-defence. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2500304/travel-agents-knife-

attack-on-chinese-tourist-captured-on-tiktok 

 

• Some 40 package tourists and 90 independent travellers from China were welcomed on 

Monday by Chinese charge d’affaires Yang Xin and Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) 

governor Yuthasak Supasorn. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/general/40024677 

 

• The tourism ministry is investigating a case involving a Chinese tourist who was assaulted 

by a travel agent, but the Tourism Authority of Thailand is still hoping to secure 7-8 

million tourists from China this year. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2500516/ministry-to-probe-attack-on-

tourist 

 

• Bangkok has emerged as the world's 10th largest crypto hub, according to new research 

from cryptocurrency tax software company Recap. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2500496/bangkok-lauded-as-global-

hub-for-cryptocurrencies 

 

• Tata Steel Thailand Plc (TSTH), a unit of India's largest steelmaker, expects to benefit 

from higher steel consumption in Thailand this year but needs to control production costs, 

driven by more expensive power bills. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2500536/tsth-to-gain-from-higher-

steel-consumption 

 

• Kasikornbank (KBank) plans to expand its digital lending this year with stronger control 

of loan quality, while also growing its mobile banking user numbers. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2500736/kbank-aims-to-augment-

digital-loans 

https://www.nationthailand.com/business/corporate/40024669
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• Customs checkpoints nationwide have been told to stop searching the luggage of tourists 

on arrival unless they have good reason to suspect smuggling. 

 

o Link- https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/general/40024663 

 

• The finance minister is concerned that more than 16 million informal workers have yet to 

participate in any savings scheme to prepare for life during retirement. 

 

o Link- https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2500551/many-workers-ill-prepared-

for-old-age 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Issues to be watched out for 

• January 2023 – The hike in the daily minimum wage is set to become official. 

 

• January 31st, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data 

 

• February 15-16  - The possible date for the general debate without voting 

against the government of Prayut Chan-o-cha by the opposition. 

 

• February 20, 2023 – The National Economic & Social Development Council (NESDC) set 

to announce the Q4 2022 and Fiscal Year 2022 GDP data 

 

❖ https://www.nesdc.go.th/download/forthcoming.pdf 

 

• February 28, 2023 – Prorogation of a 2/2022 session.  

 

• February 28, 2023 – Possible date for the dissolution of the parliament by 2014 coup leader 

Prayut Chan-o-cha to hold elections. 

 

• March 24, 2022 – The current House of Representatives' expiration of the time of office, 

the Constitution particularizes the new election of the House of Representatives within 45 

days. 

 

• April 28th, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data 

 

https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/general/40024663
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2500551/many-workers-ill-prepared-for-old-age
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• April 29th 2023 – The possible date for elections if parliament is dissolved by February 

28th 2023 (by law elections has to be held within 60-days after house dissolution). 

 

• May 7th, 2023 - Election Commission says elections must be held by this date if the 

government completed its term (which falls on March 23, 2023) 

 

• July 31st, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data  

 

• October 31st, 2023 – The Ministry of Finance announced its own GDP data  

 

                                                                       Key Data 

  

SET Index                 1,682.11     -6.25 

 

Link - https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html 
 
 

Global Commodities   

 

Metal -Link http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/   

 

Energy -Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/    

 

Baltic Dry Index (BDI)-Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND  

  

   

Global Equity Market’s Movements  

 

Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/  

 

Asian Equity Markets Movement  

 
Link - http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/   

 

 

 

                                  Information on February 6 ,2023 

 

           Buying, Selling or Transfer of shares by Owners/Management 

 

Stock Code Volume Value Action  

 

https://www.set.or.th/en/company/ipo/upcoming_ipo_set.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/metals/
http://www.bloomberg.com/energy/
http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BDIY:IND
http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/asia-pacific/
http://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks/world-indexes/


 

 

 

PTTEP 10,000 166 Purchase 

TAPAC 650,000 2.68 Sale 

TNDT 300,000 0.59 Sale 

STANLY 5,000 188 Purchase 

STANLY 2,900 188.31 Purchase 

STANLY 2,100 188 Purchase 

    
 

 

XD, XE or XM or other notifications 

  
For list of Companies that have dividend payment and AGM meeting schedules click on  

https://www.set.or.th/set/xcalendar.do  

  

  

Trading Breakdown on the Stock Exchange of Thailand 

 
 

Daily as of  6 February 2023       
                                                                                                                                    Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 3,156.23 6.59 3,263.75 6.82 -107.52 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

3,597.14 7.51 3,076.33 6.42 520.81 - 

Foreign Investor 21,236.13 44.34 23,505.24 49.08 -2,269.11 - 

Local Individuals 19,899.12 41.55 18,043.31 37.68 1,855.82 - 

Monthly Cumulative between  1 Feb-6 February 2023 
   

                                                                                                                                    Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 18,214.96 7.83 13,996.76 6.02 4,218.20 - 

Proprietary Trading 17,832.54 7.67 17,092.21 7.35 740.33 - 

Foreign Investors 111,061.66 47.76 118,403.58 50.91 -7,341.91 - 

Local Individuals 85,455.27 36.74 83,071.88 35.72 2,383.38 - 

Yearly Cumulative since 1 Jan -6 February 2023 
   

https://www.set.or.th/set/xcalendar.do


 

 

                                                                                                                                    Unit: M.Baht 

Investor Type Buy Sell Net 

Value % Value % Value % 

Local Institutions 144,328.17 8.67 164,380.98 9.88 -20,052.81 - 

Proprietary 

Trading 

125,975.12 7.57 119,574.08 7.18 6,401.04 - 

Foreign Investors 821,082.27 49.33 810,080.62 48.67 11,001.65 - 

Local Individuals 572,988.53 34.43 570,338.40 34.27 2,650.12 - 

 

Total Trading Value    47,903.55  Million Baht  

   

 

Background Information – 

   

The strength of each party in the Thai Parliament as of May 8, 2019 as per the report by the Election 

Commission of Thailand. Elections took place on March 24, 2019 

 

• https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/news_all.php?cid=24 

 

• List of MPs - https://www.ect.go.th/ect_th/download/article/article_20190508184334.pdf  
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